
 

An eleven-week professional learning course for teachers of 
beginning readers and writers with Louise Dempsey 

 
Understanding phonological awareness and phonics is crucial to 
supporting the development of early reading and writing. This series of 
workshops will increase teacher knowledge and confidence to plan 
systematic and interactive mini-lessons to teach students word and sub-
word level skills so they can successfully decode words for reading and 
encode words for writing.   

 
 
The course includes:  

• four live 90-minute online workshops  
• four on-demand 60-minute workshops. 

Teachers will:  
• develop subject knowledge about phonological awareness 

and phonics  

• unpack the progression of phonic skills  

• learn high-impact activities to teach word and sub-word 

level skills 

• review practical ways to support students to apply word and sub-word level skills in reading and 

writing.  

Feedback from teachers  

“This workshop gave real examples and insight into practical ways to incorporate the explicit teaching of phonics in the classroom. 

Easy to follow along and valuable demonstrations were given.” 

“Thank you so much for the amazing opportunity to be a part of this course! I really learnt a lot about how students learn phonics 

and decoding and different methods for teaching.” 

“I liked the mix of online and live presentations. I particularly liked the live presentations where you could comment and interact 

with Louise.”       

Facilitator: Louise Dempsey 
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Louise is an experienced teacher, consultant and trainer who has worked in New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom. She was the Strategy Manager for the Department of Education in 
Hackney, UK from 2000 to 2006 and led the implementation of a systematic phonics 
programme across all junior classrooms in Hackney primary schools. She trained a team of 
consultants, delivered training to teachers, modelled lesssons and supported senior 
management teams with implementation plans.  
Louise was the New Zealand trainer for the Smart Words Word Study programme from 2007 
to 2017. Smart Words promotes a sequential, developmental approach to spelling through 
teaching phonograms, morphology, etymology and spelling rules.  
Louise is the co-author of The Writing Book (2013), The Oral Language Book (2016) and The 
Reading Book (2019). 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Dates and times  

 
Activity and content 
  

Watch between  
28th Feb and 7th March  

On-demand workshop 1  
An introduction to decoding and encoding  

Watch between  
7th March and 17th March    

On-demand workshop 2 
Phonological awareness and early phonics  
This session will cover:  

• developing phonological awareness  
• hearing and identifying initial, medial and final sounds (CVC 

words)  

• hearing and identifying initial and final clusters  
• reading and writing one-syllable words with clusters and 

short vowels. 
Thursday, 17th March,  
1.30–3pm (AEDT) 
OR 4-5:30pm (AEDT) 

Live online workshop A 
Reviewing phonological awareness and early phonics  

Watch between 21st March 
and 31st March 

On-demand workshop 3  
Hearing and identifying long vowel phonemes and reading and 
writing one-syllable words with long vowels 

Thursday 31st March,  
1.30–3pm (AEDT) 
OR 4-5:30pm (AEDT) 

Live online workshop B 
Reviewing long vowels and reading and writing one-syllable words 
with long vowels  

Watch between  
4th April and 4th May  

On-demand workshop 4  
Supporting students to decode in reading  
Supporting students to apply phonics in writing  

Thursday, 5th May,  
1.30–3pm (AEST) 
OR 4-5:30pm (AEST) 

Live online workshop C 
Supporting students to decode in reading  

Thursday, 12th May,  
1.30–3pm (AEST) 
OR 4-5:30pm (AEST) 

Live online workshop D 
Supporting students to apply word and sub-word level skills in 
writing  

 PLEASE NOTE: Numbers are limited to 40 teachers. Live sessions will be interactive with opportunities for questions 
and discussion in groups. 
Fees: 
$600 per teacher  
Early bird available until 17th December, 2021: $550 
Three or more teachers from one school: $500 per teacher   

For more information contact  info@theliteracyplace.com  

To register visit our website: https://www.theliteracyplace.com/workshop/teaching-phonics-to-support-reading-and-

writing-aus2022 
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