23RD WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT
Bulletin 1

May 2014

To: All Australian Contingent Members
CC: Branch Chief Commissioners
Branch Commissioners International

CONTINGENT LEADER’S WELCOME
Hello and welcome to the Australian Contingent. You are now a part of the largest ever group of Australians
to travel overseas to attend a World Scout Jamboree and I look forward to leading you to Japan next year.
My name is Aaron Wardle and I am the Australian Contingent Leader for the 23rd World Scout Jamboree
Jamboree.
I have been in Scouting since the age of 8 and have experience at over a dozen Jamborees around the world
including in Australia, NZ,, UK, USA, Sweden, Iceland,
Iceland Finland and Japan in various roles including IST, Troop
Leader and Jamboree Organising Committee. I am currently the Region Commissioner (Venturer Scouts) in
Greater Western Sydney and also the National Project Commissioner for Youth Leadership Programs.
Outside of Scouting, I work as an International Boeing 747 pilot with Qantas.
Qantas
The Contingent Management Team is made up of several experienced leaders that will be introduced to
you in future Bulletins. Together this team has already been working for over two and half year
years to ensure
that this Jamboree will be the best experience of your life! Having attended the Head
Heads of Contingent
meeting in Japan last month, I can advise that the Scouts of Japan are also very excited about hosting this
amazing event and are well prepared for our arrival in July 2015.
The Australian Contingent Team will be publishing Bulletins roughly every three months with the very latest
information to fully prepare you for your departure to Japan.. It is very important that you read the Bulletin
Bulletins
thoroughly and respond to any requested tasks as soon as possible. All
All youth members should also pass
each Bulletin to your parents for them to read as well.
Included in this Bulletin is some important information about the Australian Contingent and your perso
personal
responsibilities in representing Australia overseas. A brief overview of the Contingent itinerary is also
included for your reference and more details will be provided in future editions.
Every participant will no doubt have many questions about the Jamboree before we depart. The Contingent
Team will be working hard to answer these questions as quickly as possible. Many questions will of course
be very common with other participants in the Contingent. I therefore suggest that you first visit the
Australian Contingent website – www.wsj2015.scouts.com.au – and read the Frequently Asked Questions
page in case your question has already been answered.
It is a great privilege to be able to attend a World Scout Jamboree and I am confident that you will enjoy
every moment of your time in Japan. I shall look forward to meeting with everyone over the next 12
months.
Until then, happy Scouting!
Aaron Wardle
0421 076 497
wjcontingentleader@scouts.com.au
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CONTINGENT BADGE

CONTINGENT MANAGEMENT TEAM
Contingent Leader

Aaron Wardle

Deputy Contingent Leader

Shane Troyahn

Assistant Contingent Leader

Nick Bennett

International Commissioner

Neville Tomkins

Finance Officer

Nicola Capon

Health and Welfare Officer

Dr Justine Douthwaite

Travel Coordinator

Ricci Burgess

IST Contact Person

Harry Long

Japanese Liaison

Wendy Sheppard

Please note that all of the Contingent Team are
volunteers and may not always be immediately
available to answer questions about the Jamboree.
The Australian Contingent badge has been
designed to celebrate key icons of both
Australia and Japan as we join together for this
once-in-a-lifetime journey.

MESSAGE FROM THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER

Australian icons are reflected in the image of a
Kangaroo and the Southern Cross.

Welcome to the first edition of the Australian
Contingent Bulletin for the World Scout Jamboree!

Japan is represented by the image of Mt Fuji
and the red Hinomaru from the Japanese Flag.

Over 300 youth and Leaders from Australia have
registered to attend the World Scout Jamboree, to
be held in Yamaguchi, Japan from July–August 2015.
This is an outstanding result..

The Japanese Kanji character –
[wa] –
symbolises the theme of the Jamboree:
“a Spirit of Unity”.
The Scouts Australia logo is also featured.
The Australian Contingent
ingent badge may be worn
on the front right hand side of the uniform,
with the top of the event badge in horizontal
alignment with the top of the Australian flag
badge, which is located above the shirt pocket.
The Australian Contingent Badge may be worn
on the uniform from now until three months
after the event (Friday
Friday 13 November 2015).
2015
Each member of the Contingent will be issued
with a second Contingent Badge next year
when other
ther Contingent gear is issued.
Extra badges will be available for sale at a later
date for Participants and Adults to use for
swapping.

The 23rd World Scout Jamboree will offer you
extraordinary experiences, and life long memories.
It will provide great opportunities for iinternational
friendships. No doubt you will be enthused on your
return to promote International Scouting here in
Australia.
When you attend the World Scout Jamboree, you
will not only be attending as a representative of
Scouts Australia, but also as an am
ambassador of
Australia. Appropriate behaviour, consistent with
the Scout Law, is therefore always expected.
Remember that the standard of your behaviour
encourages others to do likewise and that you are
"on show" at all times!
I congratulate your Contingen
Contingent Leader, Aaron
Wardle, and his hard working Management Team,
on their excellent progress to date.
Neville Tomkins
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ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
Our Contingent includes 9 Contingent Team members, 7 Troops each with four Line Leaders, and 67 IST.
ACT
NSW
NT
QLD
SA
TAS
VIC
WA

PARTICIPANTS
13
106
3
34
14
4
55
7
236

ADULTS
5
39
0
22
14
0
22
2
104

TOTAL
18
145
3
56
28
4
77
9
340

ADULT ROLES

INDEPENDENT TRAVEL

Adult members of the Australian Contingent
serve in a variety of important roles.

Members of the IST are able to choose between
travelling with the Australian Contingent for the
entire journey or organising their own flights as
an independent traveller.

Four adult leaders have been appointed for each
Troop. Each line leader will be assigned to a
specific Patrol and will also help to coordinate
key responsibilities within their Troop.

Independent Travellers will be required to meet
the Contingent in Kyoto at midday on Friday 24
July 2015.

A further 67 adults are attending the World Scout
Jamboree as members of the International
Service Team (IST) helping to deliver the wide
variety of activities on offer at the event, as well
as a myriad of other essential roles to ensure that
the Jamboree is a success.

Independent Travellers will be available to depart
the Contingent from Osaka on the morning of
Wednesday 12 August 2015.
Further details of exact meeting locations and
recommended transport connections will be
provided closer to the event. Limited transport
will also be provided by the Contingent to assist
with travel between the Contingent venues and
local airports and railway stations if required.

Our IST Contact Person will be liaising between
each IST member and the Jamboree Organising
Committee over the next 12 months to have your
work roles assigned prior to our arrival in Japan.
Look out for more details in our next Australian
Contingent Bulletin.

CONTINGENT LEADER’S FAVOURITE FACTS
Japan has a population of over 120 million, of which some 35 million live
within the Tokyo metropolitan area alone!
The total area of Japan is only 378,000 km2 (or approximately 5% of Australia)
and the country has a population density of more than 300 people per km2
(compared with our 3/km2).
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CONTINGENT ITINERARY

HEADS OF CONTINGENT VISIT

The itinerary for the Australian Contingent is
divided into three key parts – the Pre-Jamboree
Camp, the Jamboree,, and Home Hospitality.

In April this year,, Aaron and Nicola joined with
Contingent Teams from around the World at the
first Heads of Contingent meeting in Japan.
This was an opportunity for all countries to learn
more about the latest preparations by the
Jamboree Organising Committee
ommittee to ensure a
successful event is held in 2015.

Pre-Jamboree Camp
The Australian Contingent will arrive in Tokyo
approximately one week before the start of the
Jamboree. This week will allow each Troop to
establish their routines and prepare for our
arrival in Kirara-hama.
hama. Throughout our PrePre
Jamboree camp we will be visiting various
attractions including the Tokyo Sky Tree, the
Golden Pavilion, a night in a traditional temple,
and a visit to Universal Studios.

World Scout Jamboree
The World Scout Jamboree will encompass two
weeks camping at Kirara-hama. The Jamboree
Organising Committee are working tirelessly to
ensure that the activities on offer provide a rich
cultural exchange between Scouts of all
countries.

Aaron with Finnish Contingent Leader Mikko
during the visit to the Jamboree site in April 2014
During the visit to Japan, Aaron and Nicola visited
several of the attractions and accommodation
venues
ues that we will be us
used by the Australian
Contingent.

Home Hospitality

All Contingents also received a preview of the
Troop equipment being provided including the
dining shelters and cooking equipment.

As part of the World Scout Jamboree experience,
all participants and line
ine leaders will be billeted
with local Scouting families immediately after the
Jamboree. Participants will be hosted in pairs and
be able to learn more about local customs by
living with these Japanese families.

The excitement is certainly growing, and you can
be assured that everything is coming together
well.

After Home Hospitality, the entire Contingent will
return to Osaka before flying home to Australia.
In all, this event will include nearly four weeks
overseas.

Key Dates
Departure from Australia
Saturday 18 July 2015
Return to Australia
Thursday 13 August 2015

Nicola and Aaron with the Jamboree Mascot
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JAPANESE CULTURE

by Nick Bennett
Assistant Contingent Leader
Japan is the most weird, cool, interesting and most of all
all fun countries I have ever visited. The thing for me
that makes Japan so special is the unique hybrid between ancient tradition and super modern technology…
and the food! During the week long pre-tour
tour we have planned, you will be able to visit what we believe to
be the best sights and attractions Japan has to offer. But before we embark on the journey of a lifetime,
you will need to know a few tips and tricks which will make the experience even
n more amazing. Throughout
the lead up to our departure, I will continue to provide some ‘how‘how to’ guides to navigate your way through
some of Japan’s unique cultural customs. Let’s start off with the custom of bowing.

Bowing
In western culture, we tend to shake hands with people when we meet them. In Japan, bowing could be
considered the same as shaking hands. When you meet someone for the first time or when thanking or
apologising
ing to someone it is good manners to bow. Bowing should not be extravagant, but rather a small
and polite gesture.
Some things to remember:




Keep your feet together
If you are male, then place your hands by your side. If you are female, clasp your hands in front of
your body
Lean forward with only your chest and head. Don’t move your legs.

If you follow these simple steps, bowing should be no hassle for you. It is a simple custom in Japan, which is
used all the time.

Japanese Language
Some of you might be studying or have studied Japanese at school, so you will have a head start on some
Japanese words. But for those of you who don’t know any Japanese words at all, don’t worry! Most
Japanese people speak some English, and pretty much all signs in tourist areas are in both Japanese and
English. So don't feel like you need to be
be fluent by July next year, however learning some basic expressions
will help you out. In the next bulletin I will have a list of phrases that will be very useful in Japan.
That’s all for now, but until the next bulletin it would be a good idea to start learning how to use chopstick
chopsticks
if you don't already know how! YouTube should help you out!
がんばって！ (Good Luck!)

FACEBOOK
Find us on Facebook to follow the latest news!
“WSJ
WSJ 2015 Australian Contingent”
Contingent
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YOUTH MEMBER QUESTIONNAIRE
All youth members are asked to complete the attached Youth Member Questionnaire to assist the
Australian Contingent in forming the Jamboree patrols.
It is the practice of the Australian Contingent to include participants from different Scout Groups and
different Branches in each patrol. The Youth Member Questionnaire does however invite all participants to
list any friends that will be attending the Jamboree. Where possible, we will use this information and
attempt to include one of your friends in your Troop. It is important to remember that forming balanced
patrols is a complex process with more than 200 youth members in the Contingent and that no matter who
is in your patrol, you will be guaranteed to make many new friends from Australia and around the world.
All Patrols and Troops are expected to be announced by the end of 2014.

PERSONAL EXPECTATIONS
When travelling to an overseas Scouting event, all members become important ambassadors of Australia.
Being an ambassador for Australia carries with it great honour and great responsibility. Your words and
actions will be very visible to other participants and special guests. Any inappropriate behaviour reflects
poorly on yourself, on the Australian Contingent, and on Australia in general.
Bullying and harassment are never acceptable at any Scouting event. It is therefore essential that every
member of the Australian Contingent demonstrate their best behaviour at all times. Your involvement in
other Scouting activities prior to our departure will also be considered by the Contingent.
Whilst in Japan, it is vital that every participant actively engages in the entire cultural experience on offer.
We know that you will have the opportunity to experience a new culture, new foods and new activities. You
are encouraged to attempt every task with maturity and demonstrate great respect in everything you do.
Importantly, any member of the Contingent that demonstrates unsuitable behaviour during our journey
will be returned to Australia at your own personal cost. It is therefore trusted that you will Do Your Best to
live up to the Scout Law and Promise.

CONTINGENT INTERVIEWS
As each application form was received by the Contingent, you would have received a confirmation letter in
the mail. This letter advised that final acceptance to attend the World Scout Jamboree will be confirmed
only after the final payment is received in January next year and all eligibility criteria has been validated.
This letter also included reference to “interviews” to confirm the ability of applicants to complete the entire
planned itinerary. These interviews are a group session held in each Region/Area/District/Branch and
hosted by your local International Commissioner to highlight the expectations of being an Ambassador of
Scouts Australia when travelling to the 23rd World Scout Jamboree.
Contingent interviews are an important part of the eligibility criteria for joining the Australian Contingent
and also provide an opportunity to meet other members travelling to Japan. Further details of these
interviews will be announced in our upcoming bulletins.
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JAMBOREE EXPERIENCE
by Shane Troyahn
Deputy Contingent Leader

One of the most commonly asked questions I often encounter is what makes a World Scout Jamboree so
special? Is it the country you’re in? Is it the activities? Is it the food? Is it the culture
culture? Or is it another aspect
that makes the Jamboree experience so special?
To speak from my experience across past World Scout Jamborees, they all make up the jamboree
experience, but one stands out above all others for me and that is the culture that a World Scout Jamboree
brings. Ask yourself this: At what other event will you stand side by side with people from over 160
countries and that
at speak every language in the world?
Well this is what
hat you have to look forward to. You
ou will live in Sub Camps where you will be camped next to
any number of different countries where you will have to learn to adapt to live alongside people who most
likely won’t speak our language, cook the same as us or even live in the same way we do – but don’t be
worried they’re in the same boat as you. This is the foundation that makes the culture at a World Scout
Jamboree so special because you will share food through meal swaps with people from different countries;
play games which you will never have seen before and in general share an experience of a lif
lifetime with
them and by the end of your time at the jamboree you should have made many new friends.
Then once your home for the jamboree is sorted,
sorted you get to venture out to see what else this enormous
pop up town has to offer during a programme of activities
activit ies which you will undertake across your 12 day stay
at the jamboree of which the core activities include the Global Development Village, Peace Programme,
Exploring Nature, Cross Road of Culture, City of Science, Community Services and Water Activities. Th
Then
during your free time you can access displays from each country at their contingent
co ntingent HQ’s, dine out at
restaurants
nts run by different countries and participate
participate in endless other activities. And not to forget the
massive opening and closing ceremonies and the cultural exchange day held in
n the middle of the jamboree.
Then there are those jobs just like at home you still have to do like go pick up your food with your patrol to
cook with morning and afternoon, wash your clothes, have showers and keep your tent in order. Then
when that is all done go back and have some more fun.
The
he jamboree is what you make of it, go into it with an open mind to learn new things and meet and make
new friends – you honestly won’t be disappointed.
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PAYMENT SCHEDULE
2nd Payment:
3rd Payment:
4th Payment:

Youth Participants
$2,000
$2,000
$2,000

Adult Members
$1,800
$1,800
$1,800

IST with Independent Travel
$650
due by 30 June 2014
$650
due by 30 September 2014
$650
due by 31 January 2015

NB. A $100 surcharge is applied for each late payment to cover (in part) the fees and charges that are incurred
by the Contingent. Payments more than one month late may result in withdrawal.

A payment form is attached to this Bulletin with details of your next payment.

WITHDRAWAL POLICY
Members withdrawing from the Contingent must notify the Contingent Leader in writing as soon as
possible. Since many expenses must be paid well before our departure, it is not possible to provide full
refunds upon withdrawal. The following table highlights the amount of any refund payable.
Notification of withdrawal received at Contingent HQ
On or before 30 September 2014
1 October 2014 to 31 January 2015
After 31 January 2015

Refunds
Amount paid less $300 withdrawal fee
Amount paid less $750 withdrawal fee
No Refund

NB. The Contingent reserves the right to refuse any application at any time, in which case a full refund
will be made.

FUTURE BULLETINS
The Australian Contingent will be publishing future bulletins approximately every three months as listed in
the following schedule:
Bulletin 2 – August 2014
Bulletin 3 – November 2014
Bulletin 4 – March 2015
Bulletin 5 – June 2015
Future bulletins will include information on Travel Insurance, Pocket Money, Gear Lists, Home Hospitality,
Jamboree Updates, Contingent Gear, International Explorer Award and plenty of other useful information.

ATTACHMENTS





Second Payment Form
Travel Form
Youth Member Questionnaire
Reply Paid Envelope

Please note: Payments will be updated
into the online registration system
approximately two weeks after the closing
date for each corresponding payment.
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