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It was a very exciting start to the year for thousands of 
young Scouts who attended the Australian Jamboree in 
Queensland. Jamborees are the culmination of much hard 
work by Australian Scouts and their leaders and are the 
very essence of what Scouting is about. 

The Society through the generosity of its members, was 
able to assist over 300 young Australian scouts attend the 
Jamboree who otherwise would not have been able to 
participate. Your support has changed these young lives 
forever and we share with you some remarkable stories 
and expressions of gratitude in this newsletter.

This year’s Jamboree Appeal broadens its focus. The 
main aim is to continue to assist young Scouts attending 
major Australian events, however we will also endeavour 
to help more of those who wish to represent our country at 
International events such as the upcoming Jamborees in 
NZ and Japan.

You may recall that in the December Newsletter we asked 
our members to advise us if they were a King’s or Queen’s 
Scout. We had a higher than expected response and are 
delighted to have so many high achievers amongst our 
membership, though not surprised.

I have included an article which I wrote recently for the 
Australian Scout magazine on Scouts preparation for 
leadership in the community. I hope you enjoy reading it.

Although much of this newsletter focuses on the Jamboree, 
the Management Committee would also like to thank you 
for your ongoing support and remind you that it is only 
through your membership that the Society is able to make 
significant distribution to the branches of Scouts Australia 
for use in the ongoing development of our young people.

Neil Westaway AM
Chairman
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Venturers Reach Great Heights 
In New Zealand

Mike Horner
1st Traralgon Loy Yang Venturers, VIC

Mike & his team at 12th NZ Venture

Thank you Lord Baden-Powell Society for allowing 
me to experience this wonderful event! 

My experiences with the NZ Venture were by far the greatest life experiences I’ve ever had! 

The Venture exceeded even the highest of my expectations. The Amazing Race expedition 
was one of the greatest experiences of my life. It was the first time in my life I had been 
put in a group without any old friends, but I was lucky to have the most welcoming group 
I've ever seen! They were so inclusive & our Leader, Lindsey Bluck is one of the best men 
I've ever met. The NZ tour was fantastic, with highlights like going up the steepest street in 
the entire world in an underpowered minivan.

The on and off site activities were amazing, with pistol shooting, paintball & go-karting. 
The experiences at the Geothermal park will certainly be remembered - my clothes still 
smell of sulphur four months later; but definitely worth it! 

been done better here. I made countless new 
friends I have been able to meet again in 
Australia since the event, and shall cherish the 
memories forever of meeting everyone forever. 

There was no a single thing I could say could have

On the 5th, we set off for Riverton Racecourse, the site of Venture 
South 2013. Activities on site included paintball, a mud obstacle 
course, various inflatable courses and an internet café run by NZ 
Rovers. Off site activities included caving, abseiling, rock climbing & 
tours of the nearby region and the city of Invercargill. 
Unfortunately, all this fun had to come to an end. Yet again, I saw myself saying goodbye to 
old & new Scouting friends - now friends for life. I would like to thank every member of the 
Contingent Team, NZ Venture Organising Committee & all the Rovers and Leaders who made 
this event possible. I would also like to thank the Lord Baden-Powell Society for their financial 
assistance, without which I wouldn’t have been able to attend.

The first stop on our pre tour was Rotorua. We soaked up Maori culture at Tamaki Maori Villagewith a display of singing, dancing & storytelling after being greeted by a fearsome Haka. We also spent time at Agroventures, an adrenaline theme park which lived up to its name. The icy waters were a wakeup call to any Venturer who wasn’t on their game while white water rafting on Grade 3 rapids. Following Rotorua, we travelled back to Auckland in time for New Year’s Eve. 
Then off to Queenstown on New Year’s Day. The scenery & terrain of Queenstown was spectacular. Our accommodation was situated at the foot of the mountains and gave us an amazing view to wake up to after there was a dusting of snow on the mountains. 

Jake Moodie
1st Austinmer Scout Group, NSW



The Gang Show...How It All Began

It is often said every night of the year, somewhere around the world a Gang Show is performed. Every show 
shares a common bond, goal, and a special Gang Show spirit. Its roots go back to the early thirties in London. 
On October 30, 1932, the curtain of the Scala Theatre in London rose to show a stage filled with boys and young 
men in Scout uniforms singing prophetically, “We’re Off”. 

“The Gang’s all here!” replied Ralph, “That was the title I had been looking for.” 

And so the Gang Show name was born. The London Gang Show grew from 
strength to strength. It commanded a Royal Variety Performance - the first 
given to amateur players. 

During the war years, the London Gang Show had to cease production. However, Ralph Reader established 25 
RAF Gang Show units. Gang Shows were even produced in POW camps. In 1950, the London Gang Show 
returned to London, remaining until its final curtain came down in 1974. For 42 years, Ralph Reader put his 
creative genius into Scouting and left a wonderful legacy for others.

Ralph Reader

Lord Baden-Powell Society members are very welcome at Gang Shows. 
If you would like to attend a show in 2013, please contact the Society on 

02 8440 5908 or email lbps@scouts.com.au

As we head into the Gang Show season we thought it would 
be nice to share with our readers how it all began…

Today, Gang Shows are performed by Scouts and Guides all over the world. And here in Australia, each year 
there are 19 shows performed around the entire country (except Northern Territory).

Earlier that year, a group of young people rehearsed untiringly in a drill hall to bring their 
show to fruition. While the Scala Theatre was large and the audience was small, the 
enthusiasm was immense. When our founder, Lord Baden-Powell, attended the second 
performance, he realised what a valuable experience the performing arts could provide 
to young people. 

As with many great things, the Gang Show name arose 
accidentally. One night, during rehearsals of the original show, 
Ralph Reader received a message that a title for the show had to 
be decided that evening. The cast had taken a break. As they 
reassembled to continue rehearsing, Ralph asked one of the boys, 
“Are they all here?” In a Cockney accent the boy replied, 
“Aye Skip, the gang’s all here.” 

The entire show - music, lyrics, sketches and production was the work of a Holborn 
Rover, Ralph Reader, who agreed to write and produce a show to raise funds for 
London Scouts.  



The Society has been overwhelmed with letters of thanks from young Scouts who received assistance from The 
Lord Baden-Powell Society to attend the Australian Jamboree in Maryborough, Queensland during January this 
year. Over 70 letters were received and many described the personal or family hardships they had to overcome in 
order to make it the Jamboree. However ALL explained how the struggle was more than worth it – the Jamboree 
proving to be an experience of a lifetime. 

We could not include all the letters in this edition of the newsletter but we hope you will enjoy reading the 
selection provided.

Overwhelming Thanks From

Dear Lord Baden-Powell Society Members,
We are now on the bus and heading home from the Jamboree. I am very tired but happy. Thank you heaps for helping me to go to AJ2013.I think AJ2013 was pretty awesome. Of all the things I have donedone in my life I would rate AJ2013 a nine and a half out of ten!
We did heaps of fantastic activities. I liked “Love It” which was Australia Zoo and the beach at Hervey Bay. 
I swapped a lot of badges and now I have all the Contingent badges including New Zealand’s. In the future I would like to travel the World because of my experience at the Jamboree. When I get older I would like to go on to Venturers and Rovers.
 Thank you very much for giving me money because I was able to go to the Jamboree.
Yours Sincerely,
Ben Docherty, Ist Moruya Scout Troop, NSW 

I was very privileged and very lucky to receive
 some money from the Baden Powell Society Grant 

which helped me go to the Jamboree.  I also thank my Mum and other parents for lots of fundraising 

they did.

Going to the Jamboree was like a big holiday with over 

11,000 Scouts from all over Australia and the world.

Tasmanian Scouts got to fly there on their very own 

plane. It was very noisy but a fun plane trip. After the 

big flight we had a four hour bus trip from the Airport 

to Maryborough. When we got there it was pitch black 

dark & we had to carry our heavy b
ags all the way 

to our campsite. We slept really well that night. 

The activities were so much fun. The best ones were going to Australia Zoo, really fun mud course & exploring 

Maryborough. There was a really big water slide and my friend “Saffy” and I went on it about 10 times!

 Georgia Brown, Cressy Scout Group, TAS

That night was the opening ceremony, that’s when everyone gathers at the main stage. First 

we had entertinment from the local bands and the biggest firework display I have ever seen. The 

special guest for the night was Timomatic. We had lots of different entertainers at AJ2013 such 

as Timomatic, Reece Mastin, Josh Thomas, Jessica Mauboy, Cosentino and Justice Crew.

Our second last day was the closing ceremony with fireworks, bands & the special guests - Justic
e Crew.

I had an amazing time at the Jamboree & am hoping to go to AJ2016 which will be in Sydney!

As a thank you, Ben Docherty presented Lord Baden-Powell Society with his badge for Troop H22



We all had to go by bus on the way up to the Jamboree in Queensland. As soon as we got on the free-
way I felt sick & I had to go to the front of the bus and have a travel sickness pill! We had toilet 
stops every two hours as well as stops for breakfast, lunch & dinner. To my surprise somehow I 
wasn’t very bored.

The 23rd Australian Jamboree

When I found out that I was going to AJ2013 I was really excited I was going to the biggest camp in Australia! I was nervous at the same time because I was going to be so far from home for two weeks!

Christopher’s report was sent to us with a note from his mother which is also worth reading…
I would just like to add how much his funding has meant to me. I was so thrilled Chris 
was able to have this experience even though I could not afford to send him. Scouting 
meant so much to his father. Since Chris never really knew him (he died when Chris & his 
twin sister were one year old), this is like his connection to who his father was. I think it 
did stretch him – both physically and emotionally, & he grew a couple of inches as well! 
I am very proud of Chris, and thrilled that my children are involved in the wonderful 
organisation that is Scouting!

The best activity I did was probably “Smash It” or “Do It”. In “Smash It” we got to smash cars, play soccer with leaf blowers, do graffiti & throw golf balls at plates & cups – trying to break them. But the best thing we got to do was driving these awesome remote control cars around a track. After a while I got to know all the Scouts in my Troop really well. Most of them became really good friends of mine.
At Jamboree I learnt lots. I think the best thing I learnt was that I can do almost anything I set my mind to.I really appreciated the funding. Without it I wouldn’t have been able to go to AJ2013 & would have missed all those wonderful experiences. Christopher Day, 1st Bennettswood, VIC

        When we first arrived at the Jamboree it was looking like an ordinary 

camp: same initial setup, same tents, even the same food. To me it hadn't 

really kicked in that this the 23rd Australian Jamboree- a once in a 

life time chance! After a long day of preparations we headed down 

to the main arena for the opening ceremony. I, for one, thought it 

would be the regular opening ceremony. I was mistaken. At the entrance 

we were handed glowsticks! This immediately made me think that it 

wasn't going to be ordinary! And then there was fireworks! They were 

amazing: they easily outmatched the New Years display! It was only 

when they said Timmomatic was performing that I realised how big 

the Jamboree is, how much work and effort is put in by people all over 

Australia to create a great adventure for Scouts. 

Experiencing a Jamboree & seeing how much Scouting has to of-

fer inspires me to do great, achieve my ASM and continue through     

Venturers & Rovers and perhaps one day become a Leader and help 

educate our future Scouts. 

I would like to personally thank the Lord Baden-Powell Society. Without 

them I would be at Scouts listening to others talk about the Jamboree & 

wishing, just wishing that I would have had the opportunity to attend.

 Jesse Simpson, 4th Williamstown Sea Scouts, VIC

We all had to go by bus on the way up to the Jamboree in Queensland. As soon as we got on the freeway I felt sick & I had to go to the front of the bus & have a travel sickness pill! We had toilet stops every two hours as well as stops for breakfast, lunch & dinner. To my surprise somehow I wasn’t very bored.



As Manager of the Lord Baden-Powell Society 
I made the trip to Maryborough Queensland, to 
experience first-hand the great adventures of our 
grant recipients. I had no idea what to expect and 
had butterflies in my  tummy for days leading up 
to the event.

When I arrived at the site for the first time, I was 
greeted with the heat and dust I was  expecting but 
could not believe the scale of the campgrounds  and 
all the activities constructed for the Scouts. Not to 
mention the nightly entertainment - that was 
absolutely first-class! There is one thing for certain, 
Scouts young and old, really know how to have fun!

In the three days I attended AJ2013, I was never bored and found myself 
helping in ways I’d never expected. I was astounded by the sense of 
comradeship and teamwork I witnessed at all levels from Scout to 
Commissioner level. 

I also had the opportunity to meet 
some of the Society’s esteemed 
members & young grant recipients at 
the VIP event held in honour of the 
Lord Baden-Powell Society at the 
Jamboree. I was impressed at the effort 
that some had made to join us in 
Maryborough. One member, a veteran 
of  Australian Jamborees, affectionately 
known as ‘Dic Doc’, had driven all the 
way from Port Huon in Tasmania. 
Now that’s what I call adventurous.

Lord Baden-Powell Society members and 
grant recipients at AJ2013

I’m now looking forward to meeting more members and Scouts at the 
Jamboree in New South Wales in 2016.

On Visitors Day, I met Scouts and Cubs from all over Australia and 
was so impressed with their polite and eager nature. Lord Baden-Powell 
would indeed be very proud. 

Maggie Burke

First Jamboree Nerves

Maggie Burke and ‘Dic Doc’



Why Many Scouts Become Community Leaders

Which of today’s young people will be the Leaders of tomorrow? 
Impossible to tell you say? Maybe not, since many young Scouts 
have a head start on their peers.

Taking responsibility for their own actions in the Troop is the first step, but that leads to greater responsibility when 
they become a Patrol Leader. They then become responsible for coordinating the actions of Patrol members so 
that the Patrol aims & objectives can be achieved. Being prepared to take responsibility comes easily to an 
experienced Patrol Leader.

Experienced adult Leaders ensure that their Patrol leaders are given 
rudimentary training in the skills required to be a Patrol Leader, but mostly they 
learn by trial & error. Patrol Leaders are not the only Scouts who benefit from 
leadership opportunities. Other Patrol members can see how it’s done & many are 
ready to step up when required.

We call it learning by doing.

Scouts in leadership positions in the Troop are experiencing elementary management skills at an age when young minds 
are plastic & absorb everything. What’s more, their confidence increases each time they lead the team. To put it in the 
language of business leaders, they are learning the basics of planning, organisation, communications within the team, using 
the individual talents of team members (human resources management), communications &, perhaps above all, accepting 
responsibility by leading the team. When these young people join the workforce, taking responsibility comes naturally to 
them. They’ve done it all before! They mostly don’t realise that the fundamentals were learned in the Scout Troop. 

That’s why young Scouts have a head start.

And that’s why the Patrol System is fundamental in the training of Scouts. 

By Neil Westaway AM

Neil Westaway is Chairman of the Lord 
Baden-Powell Society, Vice President of 

Scouts Victoria, former Chief 
Commissioner of Australia and a former 

Patrol Leader.

As a member or the Lord Baden-Powell 

Leaders of tomorrow!

  Honours Program Update
The Honours Recognition Program, launched in 2011, recognises 
Society members - current and past - for their cumulative financial 
contributions to the Society since its inception in 1984. Contributions 
include Society membership gifts, Jamboree Fund support, general 
donations, Wills or Bequests  & donations to The Scout  Association 
of Australia by Society members.

Award Recipients will be recognised on the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society Honour Board at the office of the National Scout 
Association of Australia, Sydney; the Society’s Annual Member 
Honour Roll (in addition to level & length of membership); Scout 
Association of Australia website; and, the Annual Report of The 
Scout Association of Australia.

The Lord Baden-Powell Society Management Committee would like 
to thank all our members for their continued support of the Society; 
thereby enabling us to provide more young people with the 
opportunity to benefit from the experience of Scouting. 

At the end of March 2013, a total of 63 Society members have 
received Awards under the Program. 

Award Recognition 

Level
Cumulative 

Contributions
Honours Circle $15,000 - $24,999

Benefactors Circle $25,000 - $49,999

Chairman’s Circle $50,000 - $99,999

Baden Powell Circle $100,000 +

(Or why so many Community Leaders were Scouts)

There are several reasons why Scouts accept leadership roles in the 
community when they become adults. One is because they are given 
many opportunities to experience leadership in the Troop. 

New Members to the 
Honours Circle

Mr David W De La Coeur 

Members Upgraded to 
Benefactors Circle

         Mr Robert O Albert AO RFD RD
                      Mrs Vicki Parsons



Member to Leader 
Mr Wayne Bell
Mr Peter J Stevenson

Upgraded Memberships

Members
Mr C David Baer 
Mr Ian D Cameron 
Mr Thomas S Gaynor 
Mr John E Hatton
Mrs Nina O B Higgins OAM 
Mr Stephen Higgs 
Mr Douglas J Hunter

Mr Jack W F Kestle
LCDR David J Manolas 
Senator Bridget G McKenzie
Mr Colin Rimington
Dr Malcolm Stening
Mr Trevor W Sykes
Mrs Leslie Williams MP

Leaders
Mr Alan K Eade ASM
Dr Edward R Street AM
Mr Christopher Wellard

New Members

We welcome our new members. Please note that the following list reflects members who joined before 
31/03/13. Members who joined after this date will be listed in the next edition of the newsletter.

Member Information

Leader to Ambassador 
Mr Milton Lalas

The Society has been notified of the following members who have ‘Gone Home’

Mr Ian Elmer
Mr Ryszard Herzig
Mr Leonard V Hurley
Mr Neville J Kennard

Mr Max Otto BE JP
Dr Brian Sando
Mrs Barbara W Shearer
Mr Ben O Sheldon OAM



Baden-Powell’s Yarns now an e-Book

Scouts Australia has launched Yarns by BP as an e-Book, now available on Amazon 
and iTunes. Search for Yarns by BP on Amazon.com or iTunes

Yarns by BP is a collection of Baden-Powell’s anecdotes and adventures during his 
travels to Australia and New Zealand, including the 1935 Australian Jamboree. 
Amusingly written, he blends the excitement of each incident with his ideas for 
improving one’s life. Read the insights of this remarkable man, who founded 
Scouting, the largest and most successful youth movement in the world which has 
given so much, to so many young people.

All proceeds from publication sales will support Scouting in Australia.

The Scout Association of Australia
Lord Baden-Powell Society

P.O. Box 5079  West Chatswood NSW 2067
Telephone: (02) 8440 5908  Email: lbps@scouts.com.au


