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This year has been one full of highlights for Scouting in 
Australia and around the world. With your ongoing support 
the Lord Baden-Powell Society continues to provide 
much needed financial support to local Branches and 
young Australian Scouts in need. Our newsletter contains 
many stories of how the Society had helped make a real 
difference in so many young lives.

From the International Commissioner we have a feature on 
the historic re-introduction of Scouting in Myanmar. There 
is also a Report from Dan Provost from Maryland Venturer 
Unit, who was one of three young people who received our 
support to attend the Boy Scouts of America Jamboree in 
July this year. 

Scouts Australia now has a new President – Major General 
John Pearn AO RFD (Ret’d), who brings along a lifetime of 
experience and Scouting history, which you can read about 
inside. 

We are also pleased to bring you news of how Leader 
Training has evolved to keep pace with the Digital Age. 
Without qualified Leaders, Scouting would not be the 
Movement it is today.

The May Jamboree Appeal once again highlighted the true 
generosity of our members raising over $40,000. Although 
we are busy accumulating funds for the next Australian 
Jamboree, we are also aiming to support young Scouts 
who would like to attend the next World Jamboree in Japan 
in 2015, but would otherwise not be able to go. 

The Management Committee of the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society would like to thank you for your ongoing support 
and send you good wishes for the festive season.

I look forward to another great year in 2014.  

Neil Westaway AM
Chairman
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Introducing the new President of 
Scouts Australia - 

Major General John Pearn AO RFD (Ret’d)

John Pearn joined the 1st Auchenflower Scout Group in 1951. He 
became a proud Second and an even prouder Patrol Leader in 1953 
and a First Class Scout in 1954. He was awarded the Scout Cord on 
18 March 1954. He became a Counsellor of the Queensland Branch 
in 1992, and served continuously in that role until his appointment 
as National President in 2013. Since 1987 he has served in a variety 
of different positions, including haivng been Adviser in First Aid and 
pre-hospital care at the 18th Australian Jamboree and Adviser on 
child protection and safety to the Chief Commissioner (Queensland) 
from 1997. He wrote the helpful book “Youth Suicide Prevention – A 
Parent’s Guide” for Scouts Australia, published in 1997. Since 1997 
he has served as a National Counsellor of the Scout Association of 
Australia. In March 1999 he prepared the book “A Parent’s Guide on 
Adolescent Health” which was also published by Scouts Australia.  

General Pearn continues to enjoy an adventurous and sporting life. 
He rowed for Queensland in the Australian Universities Rowing 
Championships in 1960. He climbed Mt Wilhelm, the highest 

Major General John Pearn is the new President of Scouts Australia. As a  
paediatrician, doctor-soldier, adventurer, author and historian, he brings a 
wide perspective to this Office, perhaps reflecting the many faces of 
endeavour and fulfilment that typifies Scouting today.

Professor John Pearn is a full-time clinician based at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital in Brisbane. For over four decades he has served in several roles, 
as a senior clinician, Head of the Department of Paediatrics and Child 
Health at the University of Queensland, Deputy Dean and Acting Dean 
at the Faculty of Medicine, at that University. He’s been an international 
Guest Professor in five continents and published some 600 papers, and 
200 chapters in multi-authored books in the refereed literature. His clinical 
work has meshed with his Scouting background in clinical, research and 
teaching areas of resuscitation, first aid, injury prevention, child and youth 
safety, and welfare.

In a parallel military career, Major General John Pearn enlisted in the Royal Australian Army Medical 
Corp in 1965; and served in a succession of executive and command appointments since that time. His 
operational service included the 2nd Battalion Pacific Island Regiment during Confrontation (1966-1967); 
physician and intensivist to the Australian and New Zealand forces during the Vietnam War in 1970; and 
intensivist and specialist physician to the post-genocide United Nations Emergency Force, UNAMIR II, in 
Rwanda between 1994 and1995.

mountain in Australasia, in 1969; Mt Taranaki in New Zealand in 1991; and with a party of adult Scout 
colleagues made a successful ascent of Mt Kilimanjaro on 15 February 2013. He holds a current Bronze 
Medallion of the Royal Life Saving Society. Major General Pearn holds a current Wood Badge and the 
Silver Arrowhead Award for “outstanding contributions to Scouting”. He says he is privileged to hold the 
rank of Honorary Commissioner in the National Office. 



Three young Australians were supported by the Society to attend the Boy 
Scouts of America Jamboree in July. One of the young Scouts, Dan Provost, 
shares his highlights below.

Lucky Young Australians Join Boy Scouts 
of America at Jamboree

CAMP LIFE

Life as an Australian was hard, our badges were in high demand, our 

accents were “to die for” and we were more popular for photographs than 

Scooby-doo at Movie World. Although all this meant we had to get up a 

little earlier than everyone else to beat the crowd (the chap with the bugle 

always still managed to beat us though) so we could get to our activities 

before lunch time. 

Since we were camped with the Canadians, Japanese and Costa Ricans we 

all took turns of patrol duty which worked out we only needed to do two 

days each. Although the camp was a big rush to squeeze everything in, it 

came pretty easy. We made lots of mates from around the world, 

experienced many; many cultures and we all came back feeling as if we were 

better people for seeing scouting as Lord Baden-Powell meant it to be. We 

even met his grand-daughter, she rivaled our celebrity status and she 

deserved it.

MAKING IT A LITTLE AUSSIE
As we were camping with the internationals we saw it fit to create our mini-embassy 

so that we could live a little like home. Washing hung from every last pole, string and 

rope like the Sydney suburbs. A kangaroo sat watch on top of the fly and our flag 

(which was the biggest) stood out from all the red and white with its rich blue. 

A long kept tradition of international jamborees which both Australian and the British 

attend was held up, the honorary Jambo Test Cricket. Although we lost, the hardest 

part of the day was trying to explain to the Americans how the game worked.

At last, the trip had turned its last page ready for a new adventure to write a new 

chapter.
On that note I would like to thank the Lord Baden-Powell Society who generously 

donated to enable to me to go on this once in a lifetime opportunity. This 

wonderful organisation deserves great credit and I cannot thank you enough. I will 

attempt to make it worth your while and investment by spreading the message of 

what true scouting is about, to go out and gain experiences that no one else can do. 

To reach higher and if people live by the Scout law and promise that they as a better 

person, can make a better life for someone else as they did for me.

Thanking You Very Much and Yours Sincerely,

Daniel John Provost, Member of the Maryland/Shortland, Venturer Unit



The program is sourced through a partnership with MindVision, a South Australian IT Company.

In the 2013 Scouts Australia’s Report to the Nation, it was highlighted that 124 modules had been used 
across all five Sections of the Scout Movement. This has meant face-to-face training can now focus on the 
“doing and experiencing” and less on the “teaching”. The overall training time has been reduced, allowing  
Leaders to become competent at leading their youth and adults more quickly. This is critical when each 
year SAIT trains about 3800 adults. 

None of this would have been possible without the cruicial support of the Fairfax Foundation which com-
mitted $1M to the project. The Late Sir Vincent Fairfax was Chief Commissioner of Australia from 1969 to 
1973. 

Scouts Australia Leads World in 
Digital Adult Leader Training

“Today Scouts Australia is leading the way in 
digital adult Leader training. Its e-Learning 
program is one of the biggest steps forward 
in Scout Leader Training over the last fifty 
years”, said Elston Hynd, Scout’s Australia’s 
National Commissioner for Adult Training 
and Development.  

While the importance of people coming 
together, sharing their experiences, as well 
as learning from each other, remain central 
to Adult Leader Training; this coupled with 
a technology driven learning initiative has 
changed the face of training. The Scouts 
Australia Institute of Training (SAIT)’s use of 
the e-learning platform provides a technology

driven capability, creating a consistency and flexibility, particularly pertinent to many time poor Leaders, 
which has not been available in face-to-face course delivery. In other words, the training material provided 
is identical for every trainee and can be updated quickly with little lead time.

Currently there are roughly another 25 modules being developed and there is 
a need to continue to develop the technology. “The biggest challenge is not the 
quantity of work but the funding pathway to continue the development”, Elston 
advises.

To this end SAIT’s capability has been showcased at the recent European Scout 
Conference (Germany), 1st World Scout Education Conference (Hong Kong) in 
November 2013 and will be presented at the 40th World Conference  in 
Slovenia next year. Many other National Scout Organisations are amazed at 
what Australia has achieved and are showing interest in also adopting the 
technology. Bringing this to fruition is still some way off.

“e-Learning is here to stay and grow and with continued support the sky is the 
limit.”, Elston stated passionately.

Elston Hynd 
National Commissioner,  

Adult Training & Development



We all had to go by bus on the way up to the Jamboree in Queensland. As soon as we got on the free-
way I felt sick & I had to go to the front of the bus and have a travel sickness pill! We had toilet 
stops every two hours as well as stops for breakfast, lunch & dinner. To my surprise somehow I 
wasn’t very bored.Myanmar Brings Back Scouting

Myanmar, with the potential for extraordinary growth in the future.

Delivering the opening speech at the University Diamond Jubilee hall, the Deputy Minister of Education, His 
Excellency U Aye Kyu, commented: “This is a great opportunity for us to learn from the Asia-Pacific Region 
(APR). We hope to be back in the international (Scouting) arena. Your support for the future of our Scout Move-
ment is very welcome.”

His Excellency continued: “As all of us know, the world is facing destructive elements based on anger, 
hatred and animosity causing restless(ness) in most parts of the world...Since to live together in peace and 
tranquility is vital, we need to produce young leaders who have good will...For this, Scouting is one of the 
answers, and strength and commitment of our youth in unity can create domestic peace, spreading among the 
community, society and the country at large, resulting in global peaceful environment.” (as translated).

The delegation was led by Dr Chao Shou-Po, Chairman of the APR Scout Committee. He welcomed Scouting 
in Myanmar: “… we are living at a time of happiness, excitement and great expectation.”

Myanmar is a country of 60 million people with multi-ethnic and multi-religious groups. The Union of Burma Boy 
Scouts (UBBS) was one of the founding members of the Far East Scout Conference (now APR) in 1958, with 
Mr U Ba Htay of Burma elected as the inaugural Chairman of the Regional Scout Committee.

‘Once a Scout, always a Scout’ was an expression used frequently throughout the visit. Added Neville: “They 
have done well to keep the spirit of Scouting alive!”

Chief Commissioner Reg Williams said, “We have offered to assist Myanmar with the re-introduction of 
Scouting through leader training, program development and governance arrangements...I am hopeful that 
Scouts Australia can be part of the partnership with Myanmar to re-introduce Scouting, to help young people of 
that country, and to assist with nation building.”.

There were six countries in the world without Scouting. Now there are 
five. A group of Australian Leaders has made an historic trip to 
Myanmar – formerly Burma – to help bring back Scouting.

For Scouts Australia’s Chief Commissioner, Reg Williams (see left in picure) 
and International Commissioner, Neville Tomkins, the recent trip to Myanmar 
was one of the highlights of their Scouting lives, particularly as they had the 
opportunity to be part of a World Delegation to help re-establish Scouting.

“It was an historic visit for World 
Scouting,” said Neville. Myanmar, 
previously known as Burma, had some 
93,000 Scouts before the Movement 
was dissolved on  March 1, 1964.

Under the guidance of the President of 
the Union of Myanmar, Mr Thein Sein, 
school-based Scouting was 
re-introduced in November 2012. Today 
there are some 2000 Scouts throughout 

Both Reg Williams and Neville Tomkins accompanied the World 
Delegation to help re-restablish Scouting in Myanmar.



Your Society Supports Scouts 
Heading to Japan

Due to the continued generosity of our members, we now feel it is time to expand the scope of our support 
to include young people who might not otherwise be able attend the World Jamboree in Japan in July/
August 2015.  Our goal is to provide $50,000 to ensure 12 young Scouts who otherwise could not attend 
be there. 

As a result of the generosity of members, last year the 
Jamboree Fund was used to support over 300 young 
Scouts to attend the Australian Jamboree in 
Maryborough, Queensland. These are young people, 
who without that support would not have been able to 
attend.
  
Over the past few years, the key focus of the Jamboree 
Fund has been to provide assistance to young Scouts 
from needy families to attend Australian Jamborees and 
Ventures.   

The Jamboree program will be based on the concepts of world peace and harmony 
between nature and humankind.  

A World Jamboree is an experience of a life time and due to the relative 
proximity of Japan and the strength of the Australian dollar, 400 young 
Australian Scouts have already indicated they would like to attend.

The next Australian Jamboree is in NSW in January 2016, and as was the case last time, the Jamboree 
Fund will be used to ensure 300 or so scouts attend, who otherwise would not be there.

As has been the case in the past, we know we can count on our members support as we work to raise 
the funds to achieve our goals over the next three years.  BRAVO.

The Management Committee has also decided to extend our support for the next Australian Venture in South 
Australia in January 2015. Our goal is to provide $30,000 or three times the amount normally provided.

Long time member of the Society, Mr Brian Ballard of South 
Australia, who was a Lone Scout in his youth has donated his rather 
rare ninth edition 1920 ‘Scouting For Boys’. The book is in pristine 
condition and is a pleasure to browse. The book is now on display at 
the National office with other Lord Baden-Powell memorabilia.

Rare Addition



Leaving a Lasting Gift to Australia’s Youth

It is not easy to think about a time when you are no longer here. 
But for many it is reassuring to know that, even after death, they 
can continue to make their contribution to Australia’s youth.

Your Will allows you to make a postitive impact on future 
generations. Not only through the inheritance you leave to your 
family and friends, but also the opportunities you can provide for 
assistance to others who will benefit from your legacy.

If you would like more information about leaving a Bequest to 
the Society, please complete and return the information card 
included with this newsletter or call the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society on (02) 8440 5908.

You can continue to help develop leaders 
of tomorrow long after you have gone, by 
providing a gift or bequest in your Will.

Society Thrilled to Receive Amazing Gift
In June this year, a member for over 25 years, gifted shares worth over $50,000 to the Society. Wishing to 
remain anonymous, we refer to him as Mr D. 

Mr D was actively involved in Scouting from age 11 to 24, the last six years as a Joint Leader for 60 Scouts.

He states  ”With maturity comes the opportunity for stewardship - the payback for those Scouting activities 
which aided where I am today. I firmly believe in the concept that if one borrows something … give it back 
in a better condition. My gift to the Society thus expresses my own appreciation of the gift I received from 
Scouting”

“I consider the Jamboree events as the ultimate in one’s scouting experiences” he says. To this end, Mr D 
has requested that the income generated by the share portfolio will be added to the Jamboree Fund each 
year.
 
Mr D extends an invitation to other members of the Society to also add to the fund with the goal of creating 
enough income to support 100 Scouts to go to every Australian Jamboree for the foreseeable future. 

Mr D now joins four other esteemed and loyal members in the Chairman’s Circle on the Honour Board.
 



The Society has been notified of the following members who have ‘Gone Home’

The Chairman, Committee & Staff of the 
Lord Baden-Powell Society extend their best 
wishes to all members for the festive season, & 

for a joyous & prosperous New Year.

Mr Morris Adamson
Mrs Marianne Brockwell OAM
Dr Herbert Arthur Copeman
Brigadier Ian G C Gilmore OBE OAM
Mrs Shirley Wanda Greathead
Mr Glen G Heading
Mr Ronald Keith Hopkins

Mr Brian F Kennedy
Lady Dorothy Wolseley 
 Macarthur-Onslow AO
Mr Douglas J Morton
Miss Winifred Nightingale
Mr Allan Graham Preece
Mr Gordon D Richardson OBE

Mr Peter Charles Snow
Mr Kenneth Walter Stone
Mr John Henry Tinetti OAM
Professor Dr Johannes Hermann 
Tisch KLJ, CMLJ, JP
Hon Ian B C Wilson AM

Member to Leader
Mr Richard ‘Dic Doc’ Geeves OAM ED 

Mr John H Rossiter

Leader to Ambassador
Mr Hilton J Bloomfield
Mr Barry C Smith
Mr A Grahame Taylor AM

Ambassador to Patron
Mr Bruce M Hall MB,BS,PhD,FRAC

Upgraded Memberships

New Members

We welcome our new members. Please note that the records are for members who joined before 31/10/13. 
Members who joined after this period will be listed in next May’s newsletter.

Members
Mr David R Havercroft
Mr Leo H Parker
Mr Larry W Pittman
Dr Stephen Crean
Dr K Vernon Bailey OAM
Mr Francois Debaecker
Mr Albert Edward Colley
Mr Ernest D Ferris AM KS
Mr Edwin J Gill
Mr Graham J Inns AM
Mr Yitian Yan
Mr Toby D Luck
Mr Bradley Rogers
Mr Peter Leggat

Mr Timothy J Wedlock
Mr Roger J Gransbury
Leaders
Mr Phillip G Anderson OAM
Mr Robert Adam
Mr Ian R Newnham
Mr Mark Shepheard
Mr Peter D Moore
Brig the Hon Brian P Pezzutti
Mr Neville P Ortmann
Mr Stephen Renshaw
Ambassadors
Brigadier David R Leece PSM RFD               
ED (Ret’d)
Mr Hugh G MacLachlan

Mr Ivor G Bowden
Mr Lindsay G Copeman
Mrs Greeba M Pritchard
Mr Bob Naismith Recyclers of South 
Australia Inc
Professor Paul Sheahan
Patrons
Mr Stephen J Lambert
Ms Carolyn J Barker AM
Professor Alan S Coates AM
Mr Peter Walton CF
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