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This year marks a very important milestone for the Lord 
Baden-Powell Society as we celebrate 30 years of 
supporting young adventurers around Australia. Scouting 
has seen some interesting developments in 2014 and 
the Society is pleased to be able to provide important 
assistance to support these initiatives.

I share with you the details of two exciting developments 
that will see a more relevant and challenging program 
for all Scout members into the future. In January, Scouts 
Australia conducted its first ever National Adventurous 
Activities Training Camp, providing widely recognised 
qualifications for over 120 Scouts and Leaders. 

The second initiative is the Youth Program Review, which 
involves a thorough and all encompassing review of the 
entire Youth Program. Led by the energetic National 
Commissioner Youth Program, John Clarke, this is the first 
overall review of its kind in over 40 years. 

As in May every year, I ask members to dig deep and 
support our annual Jamboree Appeal. There are so many 
great opportunities and events available to our 60,000 
Australian Scout members to keep them busy and learning. 
We have set ourselves the goal of supporting three major 
upcoming events which, when combined, cover a broad 
cross-section of Scouting.  As many of you know, attending 
a Jamboree is a once in a lifetime experience that can 
make a difference in a young person’s development.  

It is truly rewarding to hear the stories and thanks from 
young Scouts that the Society was able to support through 
your donations. Over 30 youth members received financial 
support from the Society to attend the NZ Jamboree in 
January 2014 and all were truly appreciative. As you will 
see, some went to extraordinary efforts to thank the Society 
and share their experiences with you. 

Please enjoy the Society’s newsletter and be assured that 
Scouting is continuing to challenge and excite the youth of 
today. 

Neil Westaway AM
Chairman
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Scouts Australia Launches 1st National 
School in Adventurous Activities

In January 2014, 128 Scouts and Leaders from across 
Australia, aged 15 to 25, gathered in New South Wales 
to participate in the 1st National Scouts Australia School 
in Adventurous Activities. This event was the first ever 
that has brought together young people and adults from 
all over Australia to create their own unique training 
program and gain industry recognised qualifications.

“This training program gives young people and adults in 
Scouting a unique opportunity, allowing them to leave 
certified and ‘work ready’ not only to lead adventurous 
activity programs within Scouting but also with these 
qualifications recognised nationally by the Outdoor 
Recreation industry,” said Reg Williams, Chief 
Commissioner of Scouts Australia.

The participants, each with previous experience or 
existing qualifications, took part in a 12 day training 
camp based at Cataract Scout Park, South of Sydney. 
They selected from chosen streams of outdoor activities 
such as abseiling, bushwalking, canoeing/kayaking, 
sailing, caving, canyoning, vertical rescue and remote 
first aid, and worked with over 50 qualified Scouts 

Australia Institute of Training’s (SAIT) volunteer trainers 
and assessors, and support personnel.

“Outdoors is my passion. I've been in Scouts for five 
years now, and I just want to expand my skill set and 
eventually create a career in the outdoors industry. I'm 
interested in jobs like being a camp    instructor, guide, 
and outdoor education in schools and colleges. Then 
hopefully back into Scouting as a volunteer,” said 
Chantele Cowley, 15, participant and Venturer Scout 
from the Northern Territory.

The Scouts Australia Institute of Training (SAIT) is a 
nation-wide, volunteer based, Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO) that coordinates the training and 
development of Venturers, Rovers and Adult Leaders, 
offering courses from Certificate II to Diploma level in 
Business and Outdoor Recreation.

“The great thing about this course is it is getting me 
started. It has not only given me skills, but it has also 
been an excellent opportunity for me to network…there 
are so many amazing members of Scouts who are 
industry experts,” said Cowley.

The program allows applicants to obtain activity skill sets 
or full qualifications from the SIS10 Sport, Fitness and 
Recreation training package. 

NT Venturer, 
Chantelle 
Cowley, 

enjoys learning 
her new skills



Jamboree Appeal Update

The Lord Baden-Powell Society’s Jamboree Fund is used to support youth members attend National and International 
Scouting events. To coincide with its 30th anniversary year, the Lord Baden-Powell Society has chosen to celebrate 
the occasion by supporting three major upcoming events, which combined, cover a diverse cross-section of Scouting. 

23rd World Scout Jamboree - WSJ 2015 
The 23rd World Scout Jamboree is taking place in Kirara-hama, Yamaguchi City, Japan in 
July-August 2015. 

The theme of the World Scout Jamboree will be based on the concepts of world peace and 
harmony between nature and humankind.

First organised in 1920 by Baden-Powell to foster worldwide brotherhood in the same way as 
the Olympic Games, the World Scout Jamboree has grown into a unique international peace 
camp for over 40,000 boys and girls aged 14 to 17 from over 150 countries

Incidentally, Australia has hosted the World Jamboree only once in 1988, to coincide with the 
Bicentenary of Australia. 

However in true Aussie spirit we are always very well represented at these International 
Events. Aaron Wardle, the Australian Contingent Leader and who is featured in this 
newsletter, has received 340 registrations already, making it the largest Australian Contingent 
World Scout Jamboree in history.

 Help us to reach our target

24th Australian Jamboree - AJ2016
National events still remain our first priority so we are aiming to make substantial grants 
available for the 24th Australian Jamboree taking place at Cataract Park, NSW in January 2016. 
This event is designed for Scouts aged 11 to 14.

16th Australian Venture  - AV2015
The 16th Australian Venture (AV2015 SA Heaps Good) will be held at Woodhouse Activity 
Centre, Adelaide, South Australia from 2nd to 13th January 2015. 

AV2015 is open to all members of Scouting - male and female - between the ages of 14 and 18. 
Venturers will have the opportunity to meet other Venturers and Guides from all over Australia 
and around the world.

For 10 days they will visit different areas of South Australia, try out activities and challenges they 
may have never dreamed of doing, and make friends for life.

As the Society celebrates its 30th anniversary, the Jamboree Appeal 
looks to greater diversity. 



We all had to go by bus on the way up to the Jamboree in Queensland. As soon as we got on the free-
way I felt sick & I had to go to the front of the bus and have a travel sickness pill! We had toilet 
stops every two hours as well as stops for breakfast, lunch & dinner. To my surprise somehow I 
wasn’t very bored.

Scouts Australia Undertakes First Youth 
Program Review in 40 years

Prepared by John Clarke, National Commissioner Youth Program

It is now time to look at the totality of our youth program and that Australian Scouting meets the needs of our 
youth members, the wider community and our Mission Statement for the next 20 years.
 

To remain attractive in a rapidly changing & evolving world 
requires Scouts Australia to regularly review the program 
it has provided to its youth members. For many years we 
have cycled through a review of each section of Scouting to 
ensure its relevance. However it has been 40 years since 
we have reflected on our whole program for youth from 6 to 
25 years of age. 

This is a challenging and exciting adventure that will engage the opinions 
of both Scouting and the wider community. We will need to take risks, look 
wide, determine our key markets and be bold in the decisions that we make. 
We promote to the community an image of adventure and fun but is that how 
we are perceived by the wider community today? 

The multi-faceted review will have the following key priorities: 

 Ensure the Mission, Aim and Principles of Scouting relate to the 
expectations of both Australian society and the World Organisation of the 
Scout Movement.

 To make certain that the Scouting program helps to develop 
dynamic, future citizens who take on an active role in their global world. 

 Scouting retains its members due to the quality and relevance of its 
youth program.

 The program developed has a focus on all 
aspects of the Areas of Personal Growth and the Scout 
Method with key priorities around youth involvement, 
leadership, the outdoors, nature and adventurous 
activities. 

 It is a review by youth members for youth 
members in collaboration with leaders and the wider 
community. 

 Recommend publications and training 
requirements to ensure long-term success of the review 
recommendations.

  

To achieve success this review must be adventurous in both its approach and the final 
outcomes.



    Spotlight on Aaron Wardle 
       Contingent Leader to Japan (WJ2015)

Aaron began Scouting in 1990 when he joined Cub 
Scouts in Holroyd District. Since then, Aaron has 
continued through each section gaining the Adventurer 
Cord, Queen’s Scout Award and finally the 
Baden-Powell Scout Award.

Aaron attended the Air Venture Flying Camp with the 
NSW Air Activities Centre at Camden Airport in January 
1999 where he completed his first ever solo flight. This 
experience inspired Aaron to a career in aviation where 
he is now an International Boeing 747 pilot for Qantas.

Aaron was successful in applying to the first ever National 
Youth Council in 2001 and later became Chairman of the 
Council helping to develop a strong relationship within the 
National management of Scouts Australia. In 2004, Aaron 
was also elected as the first Australian Rover to an Asia-
Pacific Region (APR) Sub-Committee. He then became 
a member of the inaugural APR Young Adult Member 
Group, alongside representatives of New Zealand, Korea, 
Indonesia, Thailand and Nepal.

In 2010, Aaron was appointed to the key role of National 
Project Commissioner – Youth Leadership Programs. He 
was instrumental in the launch of the popular Mawson 
Scholarship in Leadership. Aaron travelled to Europe and 
North America to research a variety of different leadership 
courses from other National Scout Organisations before 
writing the syllabus for this new national advanced 
program for Venturer Scouts. Having personally 
coordinated and delivered the first of these extremely  
intensive week long courses in Melbourne, Brisbane, 

Canberra and Adelaide, the Mawson Leadership program 
is now established as a vital initiative in the Venturer Scout 
section across Australia.

Awarded the Silver Arrowhead in 2010 for his Service to 
Scouting, Aaron has completed Wood Badges in Scouts, 
Venturer Scouts and Leader of Adults. Aaron has also 
completed his Certificate IV in Leadership, Certificate IV 
in Frontline Management along with a  Certificate III in 
Outdoor Recreation. He has also  gained qualifications 
as a Personal Leader Adviser and a Vocational Guide in 
Abseiling & Bushwalking.

International Scouting has been Aaron’s greatest pas-
sion since attending his first international 
Jamboree in New Zealand as a Scout. Since then, he  at-
tended three World & APR Conferences & over a dozen 
Jamborees in Australia, NZ, UK, USA, Sweden, Iceland 
and Finland in various roles.

 

Aaron has been appointed Australian Contingent Leader 
for the 23rd World Scout Jamboree to be held in Japan 
in 2015. He looks forward to the challenge of managing 
a young & dynamic Contingent Team to ensure as many 
youth members from Australia can enjoy this once in a 
lifetime opportunity.

The Lord Baden-Powell Society has made $50,000 avail-
able in Grants to Scouts wishing to attend the World Jam-
boree, but who would otherwise not be able to afford to 
go. 

Hundreds of Scouts have already registered for the event  
- enough to fill a small plane. When asked if Aaron would 
fly the Contingent to Japan himself , he graciously de-
clined, adding “On this trip I would rather be out back with 
the troops!”

Aaron gets his 
Queen’s Scout 

Award

 Aaron (left) with Mawson Scholarship 
Participants, Oct ‘13

Aaron Wardle with 
the Japanese 
Ambassador 

Gangshow days

Aaron (top row, second from left) 
at NSW Air 

Activities Centre, 
1999



Honours Recognition Program Updates

We are proud to announce two new members and several upgrades in the Honours Recognition Program this year.

Award Recipients will be recognised on the Lord Baden-Powell Society Honour Board at the office of The National 
Scout Association of Australia in Sydney as well as:
 The Society’s Annual Member Honour Roll  (in addition to membership level and length of 
           membership listing)
 The Scout Association of Australia website
 Annual Report of The Scout Association of Australia

Now three years into the Program, 66 members in total (both current and past) have been recognised for their 
cumulative financial contributions to the Society since its inception in 1984. Contributions include Society member-
ship gifts, Jamboree Fund support, general donations, Wills or Bequests and donations to The Scout Association 
of Australia by Society members.

The Lord Baden-Powell Society Management Committee would 
like to thank ALL our members for their continued support of the 
Society which has enabled us to provide more young people with 

the opportunity to benefit from 
the experience of Scouting.

NZ Jamboree

The Port Augusta Scouts started their planning for the NZ Jamboree well 
before the event. Being situated in such a remote location, they 
commenced their fundraising efforts months in advance. They 
harnessed the many talents of their troop to produce their own 
online video to support their efforts. The investment paid off.

A total of six Scouts and one Leader attended the New Zealand 
Jamboree and there was no holding back. It was no surprise, then, 
that when we received their report post Jamboree, it came as a 19 
minute presentation. 

BRAVO Port Augusta Scouts

Award Recognition 

Level
Cumulative 

Contributions
Honours Circle $15,000 - $24,999

Benefactors Circle $25,000 - $49,999

Chairman’s Circle $50,000 - $99,999

Baden-Powell Circle $100,000 +

A novel approach by the Port Augusta Scouts

The Australian 
Contingent



The 20th New Zealand Jamboree took place in Fielding on 
the North Island from 28 December 2013 to 5 January 2014. 
The Society approved grants for over 30 Scouts from all over 
Australia to attend. We were astounded by the effort that one 
young participant went to, presenting his report and thanks to 
the Society in a printed bound book!

Report from Arjaan Prasad,                

The purpose of  the 20th NZ Jamboree was to 
meet Scouts  from other countries and 
hopefully trade a badge with them. Countries 
that took part were NZ, the host country, 
Australia, Cook Islands, France, Korea, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga & USA. But the ultimate goal was 
the power of  friendship which I gained 
through the  generousity of  the Society.

I experienced new things I never had the 
opportunity to do before. These included...
• Survive’m – caving and survival in the 
wild with just the basics, which included 
only rope, a tarp and whatever we had in our 
backpacks.
•Team’m, an army style team building 
activity & Absorb’m which taught us about 

people with disabilities. This also included 
a visit by the Chief  Scout of  NZ, Governor 
General Sir Jerry Mataparae. 

One highlight was patrol day. We broke the 
world record for the most paper hats worn! 
I’m looking forward to seeing it in the next 
Guinness book of  records. 

I would like to thank my Leaders Bruce and 
Cliff  of  1st Granville Scouts. 

I hope to help Scouts Australia in promoting to 
Cubs and Scouts around Australia as I think 
this will be beneficial to our society & the children 
in developing some of  the skills & knowledge 
that I gained through my own experience. 

Once again I would like to thank Lord 
Baden-Powell Society for this great opportunity. 

1st Granville, Holroyd NSW 

Letters of Thanks from the New Zealand Jamboree

Book 
presented by 
Arjaan Prasad

World Record set 

at the NZ 
Jamboree

At 
Survive’m



Leader to Patron
Mrs Gina H Rinehart 

Upgraded Memberships

Members
Dr James B Brown
Dr Barry D Inglis PSM
Mr Guy V Knopke
Mrs Catherine E Pateras
Professor Warren R Payne PLD
Mr Stephen Watson

Leader
Mrs Diana Bogueva

Ambassadors
Mr Stephen J Dennis
Mr Robert W Henshall

Mr Reece E Luxton In memory of 
John Barker 1975 - 2009

Patrons
Mrs Cathie A Davies
Ms Christine Tod

New Members
We welcome our new members. Please note that the following list reflects members who joined before 31/03/14. 
Members who joined after this date will be listed in the next edition of the newsletter.

Member Information

Member to Leader 
Mr Ray McCracken

The Society has been notified of the following members who have ‘Gone Home’
Mrs Marianne Brockwell OAM

Mr Robert W Clampett AM

Mr Ian Elmer

Professor William S C Hare AO

Lady Katherine M Kater AM

Dr Kenneth John Millar

Mr Gordon E Orange

Mr Allan John Rogers AM

Mr R Graham Surridge

Mr J Robert Thomas AO



Have you considered a Bequest?
The Society has been lucky to enjoy the loyalty and generosity of its small but influential 
membership base. It’s comforting to know that some members will continue to make their 
contribution to Australia’s youth even after they have ‘gone home’. 

Your Will allows you to make a significant impact on future generations of Scouts with Gifts 
and Bequests going directly to projects of National significance, that help to grow and 
improve the movement’s relevance.

The Scout Association of Australia
Lord Baden-Powell Society

P.O. Box 5079  West Chatswood NSW 2067
Telephone: (02) 8440 5908  Email: lbps@scouts.com.au

If you would like more information about leaving a Bequest to the Society, please contact the Society on 
(02) 8440 5908.

You can continue to help develop the Leaders of tomorrow long after you have gone, by providing a gift 
or bequest in your Will.


