
Chairman’s Column

In this issue:

As we approach the end of our thirtieth year since the 
establishment of the Lord Baden-Powell Society I find it 
interesting to reflect on the contribution that our members 
have made to assist the Scout Movement in Australia to 
finance its operations around the country.

This annual contribution can be quite significant for some of 
the Scout Branches who don’t have the financial support that 
the larger Branches are able to muster for their operations.

While our Jamboree Fund has not been in existence for all 
of those thirty years, your contributions to the Fund over 
the years have meant that thousands of young scouts have 
enjoyed the unforgettable experience of their involvement in 
a Jamboree when otherwise they would not have been able 
to participate. 

You are entitled to be very pleased with the impact that your 
contributions have made over the years. 

As usual this Newsletter features stories from scouts who 
have been able to attend some of the major events  through 
your generosity.  In particular, three young people with 
disabilities who will be attending an Australian Venture in a 
few week’s time. 

With the next World Jamboree drawing nearer, we have 
some interesting facts not only about the Jamboree site but 
the logistical feat in transporting our largest ever Contingent 
over to Japan.

We congratulate Australian, Peter Blatch, who joins the World 
Scout Committee and hot off the press, the announcement of 
our next Chief Commissioner.

I hope you enjoy reading this latest edition and I wish you 
and your families a very happy festive season. 

Neil Westaway AM
— Chairman
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Peter Blatch from Queensland, one of 
Australian Scouting’s outstanding Leader 
Trainers, has been elected to the World 
Scout Committee at the recent World 
Scout Conference in Slovenia. 

The World Organisation of the Scout 
Movement (WOSM) holds its World 
Scout Conference every three years 
somewhere in the world and brings 
together representatives of some 150 
member countries to plan the way forward 
for the next triennium. The conference 
elects a committee of twelve volunteers to 
implement world conference resolutions 
and plan the way forward.

Peter is the fifth Australian to be elected 
to the World Scout Committee since 
Australian Scouting joined WOSM in 1958. 

It’s an honour for Peter and an honour 
for Australian Scouting to have another 
Australian on the committee.

Professionally, Peter has spent most 
of his time assisting young people with 
disabilities. He was a Senior Executive 
Officer with the Queensland Government 
for over twenty years. He recently 
retired as Assistant Regional Director, 
Special and Specific Schools with 
responsibility for supervision of schools 
in the Metropolitan Region of Brisbane. 
He was Principal of Geebung Special 
School for eight years and founded and 
led a statewide consultancy service which 
operated throughout Queensland for 
students with disabilities. In 2013 he was 
awarded Alumnus of the Year, School of 
Education from Griffith University.

In Scouting, over the last fifteen years or 
so he has been on the Asia-Pacific Scout 
Region youth programme committee, and 
chaired the Region’s Adult Resources 
Committee. He was also a member of 
Scouting’s World Educational Methods 
Committee.

At Scout’s Australia’s Annual meeting in 
June this year, Peter was granted Life 
Membership of Scouts Australia.

Australian Elected To
World Scout Committee

Important announcement

Scouts Australia is proud to announce Mr Chris Bates as the 
Chief Commissioner (Designate) of Australia. Chris Bates 
is currently Chief Commissioner of South Australia and will 
commence his new National role on 1 February 2015, taking 
over the reigns from Mr Reg Williams RFD who concludes an 
outstanding 6 year term.

Mr Bates’ appointment was confirmed at the National Executive 
Committee meeting held in November 2014.

Peter Blatch (on right) being invested at the World Scout 
Conference in Slovenia



23rd World Scout Jamboree
Japan 2015

The Lord Baden-Powell Society has made available $50,000 in Grants to assist 
disadvantaged Australian Scouts who would like to attend. 

Here are some facts you may find interesting:

• Total registrations for the Jamboree are approximately 30,000.
• The Jamboree site is in Yamaguchi, Japan. The site is approximately 3km across. 
• Japan has a Scout membership of over 150,000.
• The Australian Contingent has 340 members. This is the largest Contingent travelling 

overseas to a World Scout Jamboree. It will be organised into 28 patrols in 7 troops. 
• Organising the travel arrangements for a Contingent of 340 has been a huge logistical 

challenge. This has extended from having to use multiple accommodation venues, 
to the use of smaller travel luggage, and the booking of an entire Boeing 747 for 
transporting the Contingent to Japan.

Interesting Facts

Did you know?

In 2007, the Centenary year of Scouting, the 
government of Nepal renamed Urkema Peak 
to Baden-Powell Scout Peak in honour of Lord 
Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the World 
Scouting movement. Baden-Powell Scout 
Peak is part of the Himalayas and is 5,826 
metres high.

A team of brave Scouts will be participating 
in an expedition to Nepal next year. The 
proposed expedition will take around 14 

days, including 8-10 days 
of trekking and 1-2 days of 
climbing.

Led by Contingent Leader Calista Beck from 
the ACT, the team have already commenced 
extensive training. This will be the first time in 
many years that Scouts Australia has sent an 
expedition party to summit the historic peak 
named after the founder of Scouting.

Baden-Powell Scout Peak

Jamboree Site WJ2015



Some of you will recall the early days of the Society. 
It was established in 1984 by the late AG Lee 
AM who was a dedicated Scout and a generous 
philanthropist. 

Over its 30 years of operation The Society had 
distributed close to $4 million to support Scouting 
branches.  Another $500,000 has been distributed 
in grants from the Jamboree Fund over the last 10 
years.

Whilst we are grateful to ALL our members for your continued generosity, we 
would like to give special recognition to the following who joined the Society 
30 years ago and are still active Society members today!

Celebrating 30 Years of Helping Scouts in Need

Mr Robert O Albert
Dr John R Baker
Mr Robert Bryan
Mr John T Cameron
Mr Ian W N Clarke
Mr Stan J Collard
Mr Ashley J Dally
Mr John B Fairfax
Mr Geoffrey W H Howard
Mr Chris Howlett
Mr Gordon W Ingate
Mr Brian L Jones
Dr David M King
Mrs Dinah Krongold 
Mr Sam W Larmor
Dr Betty J H Marks
Sir Rupert H Myers
Mr Daniel G Norton
Mr Roy L Pegler

Mr Lloyd S Perron
Mr John R Price
Dr W & Mrs Y Pullman
Mr Tim R Rankin
Mr & Mrs Ian D Reid
Mr Malcolm B Reid
Mr Alan E Richmond
Mr Ian S Rickard
Mr George W Roberts
Mr David W Rogers
Major General Raymond J Sharp
Mr John G Spalvins
Mr Robert S Swift
Mr A Grahame Taylor
Mrs Elizabeth R Throp
Mr H Peter Wabenhorst
Mr Robert D Waldie
Mr Alexander G D White
Mr Allan R Wright



As you may be aware this year marks the 30th Anniversary of the Lord 
Baden-Powell Society.

The Management Committee has decided to mark the occasion with an 
Anniversary Appeal. We have already had some great support for the 
Appeal. 

As a special thank you , people who donate $30 or above will receive a 
gift from us – an Anniversary Pin or Badge.

If you would like to support the 30th Anniversary Appeal, please go to 
www.scouts.com.au or call Annie on (02) 8440 5908.

Doing Our Best For 30 Years!!!

Three Venturers Overcome Challenges to go on an Adventure of a Lifetime

Three young members are very excited to be attending the Australian Venture in 2015, after 
having been given some vital support from the Lord Baden-Powell Society.

Amy Watson, Molly Shanahan and Ben Robinson are Venturers in the Special Needs Group 
from Campbelltown Ghost troop. Each has a medical condition and comes from a family unit 
experiencing its own financial challenges. Two have had bad experiences in the past which 
has prevented them from attending another major event until now.

With the support of Tracie Robinson- Disabilities Co-ordinator from Hume Region – these 3 
Venturers have done the necessary training and preparation to take on what truly will be a 
life-changing event.

“Amy, Molly and Ben feel comforted by the fact that they will have each other at the Venture. 
It will be their first opportunity to test their independence and although they are a little 
nervous they are also very excited to be able to travel to another state and take part in this 
wonderful experience. It will be an adventure I am sure none of them will forget” said Tracie.

Tracie , who is mobility impaired, will also be making the trip to Adelaide and volunteered 
as a day worker at AV2015 so that the Venturers will have support close at hand in case it’s 
needed.

Tracie, Amy, Molly and Ben all wish to thank the Society and its members and the support 
they provide in continuing the great work of Scouting.



Stories And Thanks From
The Scouts You Supported

I was keen to go to the Centenary F iji Jamboree as my 

grandmother was born in F iji and grew up there. I was 

in a patrol with 5 other Australians. 

The people of F iji were very kind to us and kept us 

busy all the time. At the opening ceremony there was 

a Kava ceremony which is a traditional F ijian welcome 

ceremony. Our opening parade was filmed by F iji 

national television!

The F ijian Leaders were very informative and they 

were amazed by all the things we could do.

The Australian Contingent Leaders were very kind and 

helped us all to understand the differences between 

F iji Scouts and Aussie Scouts.

At the end, it was hard to say good bye to our new 

friends. I hope we will meet again.

I will have wonderful memories of my time @ 

Centenary F iji Jamboree 2014. Thank you Lord Baden-

Powell Society.

Erin Pemberton, Howard Springs NT

On the 17th of April, 2014, I arrived at Melbourne 
airport to head off on my first overseas trip; this trip 
would be to the New Zealand national rover moot. I 
arrived at the moot site at nearly 8pm after having 
been on planes and buses all day. In true New 
Zealand style everyone was greeted with pouring rain, 
luckily my favourite weather happens to be rain.

Friday the 18th was the official opening of the moot 
starting with the opening ceremony and breakfast. We 
went for a nice walk down to the river and also had 
the traditional NZ Moot Shooting Trophy, we got split 
into groups of 8 and completed a series of activities 
which we gained points for, my team didn’t win but we 
had heaps of fun while competing and got soaking wet 
and covered in mud while doing so.

Monday morning was the closing ceremony and 
goodbyes, we did what they call a spiral hug; everyone 
forms a line and holds hands then starts to spiral 
inwards until everyone is hugging everyone in one big 
group, the Australia contingent formed the outer most 
circle which looked pretty cool with all the grey of the 
new Zealanders surrounded by the red and navy of 
the Australians.

I would like to thank the Baden Powell association for 
making this trip possible for me, as without your help 
I would never have gotten to experience this amazing 
camp and make all the new friends I did. It has really 
shown me that scouts from all over the world are so 
similar.

Jesse Carter
Lord Casey Rover Crew

B-R-A-V-O 1st Carlingford Scout Group

The 1st Carlingford Scout Group have had such a successful year with their fundraising, that they agreed to donate 
$1385 to the Lord Baden-Powell Society to cover the costs for one disadvantaged child to attend the next Australian 
Jamboree. BP would be proud!



Important Reminders

You may be shocked to learn that a study by The NSW Trustee and 
Guardian has found that 45% of Australians do not have a valid Will.

Many of us have prepared a Will sometime in the past and not given 
it another thought. However as our circumstances change it often 
renders a Will invalid. 

Now is a good time to check with your Solicitor that your Will is up to 
date.

If you would like to include the Lord Baden-Powell Society in your 
Will, we are now able to accept gifts of cash and shares.  For more 
information please call 02 8440 5908 or email lbps@scouts.com.au

We are pleased to announce Nigel B Clutterbuck is the latest member 
to join the Lord Baden-Powell Society Honour Board. He is also the 
quickest to qualify!

Nigel has been a Member of the Lord Baden-Powell Society for just 
4 years, however after making a special donation he has qualified for 
the Honours Circle. 

Nigel is a dedicated member of the Scouting movement and a 
member of the Tasmanian Executive.

Special donations to the Lord Baden-Powell Society are used to fund 
projects of National Significance.

Thank you Nigel for all the work you do to support Scouting.

Have You Updated Your Will?

A New Record For The Honour Board

It is wonderful that so many of our members are using PayPal and electronic funds transfers to pay their 
Annual Gift. We hope this is proving convenient.

Please remember to include your name in the payment detail so that the payment can be applied against 
your membership.

If you have made a payment through electronic funds transfer and have not yet received a receipt please 
contact us promptly on 02 8440 5908.

Important Renewal Reminder

Nigel (on left) receiving his Honours 
Recognition Certificate from the Acting 
Governor of Tasmania



Member Information

Members
Mr Ross Johnson
Mr Keith Montell
John & Jane McLaughlin
Mr John McIntyre
The Hon Michael W Sutherland
Hon Commissioner Clifton T Beard
Mr Ross A Ewington
Mr Graham P Houston
Mr Richard S Lim OAM
Mr Don Limn
Mr John Paton QS
Ms Nina Dowden

Member to Ambassador
Ms Kristine Burnes

Ambassador to Patron
Mr Brian C Randall OAM

Leaders
Mr William P Hopkins OAM
Assoc Prof Bruce P Waxman OAM
Mr Thiam Ming Ng
Mr Lieven A H Bertels
Most Rev William J Wright BA (Hons) BTh DD
Mr Kim Dumbreck
Mrs Marilyn R Green

Patron
Mr Geoffrey K Morgan

Ambassador
Mr Eric J Murray

We welcome our new members who joined before 31/10/14. Members who joined after this    
period will be listed in the May 2015 newsletter.

Please be aware that the Lord Baden-Powell Society staff will be taking a break from 24th of December 
and returning Monday 5th January.

We wish you and your family a safe and relaxing holiday season.

The society has been notified of the following members who have ‘Gone Home’

Mrs Muriel Batrouney
Mr John B Buchanan
Mr Brian Chaseling
Mr Geoffrey P Cook AM KS
Miss Patricia A Cox

Commodore Thomas R Fisher AM
Dr Norton Jackson
Mr Gordon James
Mr Ian Frederick Stanwell
Mr Raymond D Vowles

New Members

Holiday Office Closure

Upgraded Memberships
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