
Chairman’s Column

In this issue:

I am pleased to bring you this newsletter which features a 
number of stories on developments in what will be a very 
busy year for the Society and Scouting. Sadly it is my last 
edition as Chairman.

After more than 20 years on the Committee and 10 as its 
Chairman, I have decided to vacate the Chair and retire from 
the Committee. I have thoroughly enjoyed my association 
with the Society but happy to make way for some fresh 
thinking. I will leave the Society in good hands but plan to 
build on my 30 years as a proud Patron of the Society. The 
Chairmanship will be taken over by David Jones AM FCA 
who has been on the Committee for some 6 years and is 
approaching the end of his final term as Chairman of Scouts 
Australia’s National Executive Committee.

I am happy to report some positive results from the latest 
census into Scouting, which shows a rise in participation 
across key areas of the Scouting movement. This reinforces 
the importance that your support provides to Scouting 
Branches.

We bring you news from Victoria with their current surge 
to reinvigorate Scouting in Schools, and profile a very 
dedicated Queenslander who has been elected Chair of the 
World Honours and Awards Committee.

Let’s not forget there are thousands of young Australians 
who are getting ready for an adventure of a lifetime with 
Jamborees kicking off in Japan and NSW in the next 6 
months. There is also news from grateful Scouts who 
received grants to attend the recent Australian Venture.
Many of you would already know that the Society now has 
a Facebook page, this allows us to communicate more 
regularly with our members. We hope that those of you who 
have embraced social media will find us there. 

I bid you farewell as Chairman but look forward to continuing 
as your friend in the Society.

Neil Westaway AM
— Chairman
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Lord Baden-Powell Society now on Facebook

It is with great pleasure that we announce the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society has launched a Facebook page…just one of the many exciting 
developments in our 30th year of operation. 

Our social media presence is quickly becoming a vital channel for sharing 
good news stories from the Society and Scouting in general. It allows us 
to communicate more regularly with you - our members - as well as the 
broader Scouting community.
 
To date, it has proven a great success in spreading the word about the ways in which give
young people the opportunities of a lifetime. All of which has increased awareness of the
Society within the Movement.

The Society invites you to like the page and share it with your friends, so that more and more 
people get to know the positive impact that both the Society and Scouting has on young lives.

Follow us at www.facebook.com/LordBadenPowellSociety

Scott Teare, WOSM Secretary General in Sydney

Scouting on the Rise

Following the 2014 Census on Scouting 
participation in Australia, we can report an 
overall increase of 4.94% on 2013, bringing total 
membership up to 69,846.

In combination with the rise of membership, the 
results of the census also point to an increase 
in the commitment to Scouting into the future. 
Interestingly, the largest increase could be found in 
the Leaders and Venturer Scouts sections, which 
are vital to the growth of Scouting in coming years.

There was also a marked increase in those 
achieving their Queen’s Scout Award with 203 
completing this Award in 2014, up 27.6% on the 
same number in 2013.

The results hold Australia in good stead as the 
World Organisation of the Scout Movement (WOSM) 
set some ambitious targets for growth in Scouting 
Worldwide.

At the 40th World Scout Conference, Secretary 
General Scott Teare provided an amazing insight 
into the reach of Scouting across the globe -

‘If World Scouting were a country today, it would be 
the 33rd largest country in the world, right between 
Argentina and Algeria.

And if we were to be successful in reaching 100 
million Scouts by 2023 as our draft new Vision 
suggests, World Scouting would become the 12th 
largest country in the world, right between Mexico 
and the Philippines and Number One (1) in the 
European Union!

This is not just a numbers game; this simply shows 
the extraordinary reach of our Movement and its 
potential’ – Scott Teare

The committee recognises the growing role that our 
members play in supporting the growth of Scouting 
throughout Australia and hope that you will continue 
on this journey with us.



Victorian Chief Commissioner, Brendan Watson, 
has been instrumental in the introduction of a 
program to reinvigorate Scouting in Schools. 
Commencing with a school in Sydenham, Victoria 
(where Brendan is Principal) Year 11 students 
are presented with an opportunity to undertake 
curriculum in partnership with Scouts Victoria. They 
embark on a two year course which challenges 
them to put into practice their learnings from 
previous years to make a real difference in their 
community. In doing so, they have the opportunity 
to gain nationally recognised qualifications in the 
form of a Certificate II in Business and a Certificate 
II in Outdoor Recreation.

The Vocational Education & Training sector is seen 
now as a real alternative to University. There are 
many people in our community who may not have 
the learning skills required by Universities but are 
still able to be incredibly successful in their chosen 
field. The Certificate II’s they earn in years 11 & 12 
provide them with a head start in their careers.

Additionally, those who are prepared to do extra 
can, like all other Venturers, earn the Queen’s Scout 
Award. At the school in Sydenham this has been 
mapped against curriculum as the equivalent of 
a Senior Victorian Certificate in Applied Learning 
(Senior VCAL) - this provides an alternative pathway 
for entry to University without an ATAR (which used 
to be called the HSC score).

At Scouts Victoria, they have recently employed an 
Education Curriculum Coordinator, so great is both 

the demand and the opportunity to deliver Scouting 
in schools. The ECC commenced late January 2015 
and there are a number of schools keen to join the 
program.

For those who combine Venturers with the normal 
VCE subjects and achieve their Queen’s Scout 
Award they now have the opportunity to enter 
University with up to 20 ATAR points less than their 
non-Queen’s Scout counterparts. 20 Points! That 
means a Queen’s Scout can be accepted into a 
law degree with an ATAR of around 70 instead of 
90. They can achieve this before they even sit their 
first exam  under early admission programs, which 
takes the pressure off during exams. They still need 
to attain an ATAR of 70 but will know they have a 
place as soon as results are released and not have 
to wait for first round offers.

The value of the Queen’s Scout Award is now 
recognised by four Universities and there are 
already numerous Award recipients who have been 
accepted into University on this basis in 2015.

The Queen’s Scout Award is becoming increasingly 
well regarded by those who have never been in 
Scouting but appreciate it is life changing. The 
challenge as always is to turn ‘well regarded’ 
into a well of investment so that we can continue 
to increase the availability of Venturing and the 
Queen’s Scout Award throughout Victoria and 
Australia.

Scouting in Schools



On the first day of venture I was really nervous, although I knew four 

people on my expedition I was unsure of who I was going to meet and 

if I would like the people on my expedition and if they would like me. 

Luckily for me I liked everyone in our group they were all so caring and 

we all looked out for each other. 

On arriving in Adelaide, I think we were all nervous about talking to 

one another and weren’t sure how to start the conversation. Our leaders 

decided not to do one of the getting to know you games, we found this better because it gave 

us an opportunity to introduce our self’s and I feel that it worked better. 

The week went so fast, we did so much in such a short time. We did things like go around to 

other peoples activities to take photos of them and talk to them about what they had been 

doing at what they were enjoying. We also got to visit Victor Harbour and some of us walked 

up to a mountain to take photos which we did for about an hour.  We visited an AV group that 

had made race cars and were then going on the drag strip; we got to have a ride in the cars, I 

was the first one to have a go and it was one of the most adrenalin pumping things I’ve ever 

done. 

Once we got to Woodhouse for the next week of our Venture, before we did anything we had 

to put up our tent, we had a ten man tent…… that was a blast to put up. We had to get some 

of my friends to help because it was so heavy. We spent pretty much every night in our tent 

and we had many people in there so we decided to get someone’s ukulele and had some jam 

sessions. I learned how to make a paracord bracelet and most importantly I made so many 

friends and I still keep in contact with them. 

On the last day of venture I really did not want it to be over, I just wanted all my friends

from other states to stay here and keep having fun but I knew that it was over. Venture

was one of the best things I have ever done and I wouldn’t have changed it at all.

Drew Beer¬-Smith,, F lagstaff Hill Venturer Unit

We have received numerous letters of thanks from Venturers who 
received support from the Lord Baden-Powell Society to attend the 
Australian Venture. 

Despite severe weather challenges such as fires and storms, we 
have been told that organisers handled everything amazingly and 
turned out a remarkable event.

Letters of Thanks from AV2015



Our Biggest Challenge Yet
2015 is proving to be a very demanding year 
for the Lord Baden-Powell Society. With the 

24th Australian Jamboree fast approaching, we 
have been inundated with requests and feedback 

already.

Due to the generosity of our members 
over recent years, the Management 
Committee has set a goal to provide 
Grants totalling $180,000 to support 

youth members attend the 24th 
Australian Jamboree in January 2016. 

This is the highest amount ever offered for any 
event in the history of the Society and kicks off 

what will be a demanding year for the Lord Baden-
Powell Society.

We hope that our members and supporters will 
rally to help us in achieving this milestone to assist 
disadvantaged Scouts across Australia enjoy the 
life changing experiences that a Jamboree can 

provide. 

WSJ2016
In just 2 months the Australian Contingent will 
be heading to Japan for the 23rd World Scout 
Jamboree. It’s one of the largest Australian 
Contingents ever to attend an International Event 
and the Society has provided Grants for 21 youth 
members to attend.
 
As we speak plans and logistics are being fine-
tuned, and there is no one more capable to lead 
such a Contingent than Aaron Wardle, who has 

put in thousands of hours to make sure 
all goes according to plan.

Our very own Michael Baden-Powell, a Society 
member and grandson of the Founder of Scouting 
will also be attending the event in an official 
capacity.

We wish the Contingent Leader - Aaron Wardle- 
and the whole Contingent a wonderful adventure.

“My expedition was the Heaps Good Race. As 
somebody who most likely has wanderlust. I 
thoroughly enjoyed it. My team and I struggled 
through the heat, cold, wet and later clocked in at 
the 10th spot.

All of us went through various obstacles and 
activities such as swimming at the beach, 
embarking on a dolphin (or lack thereof dolphin). 
Cruise, building rafts and directing our team leader 
on where to go in Adelaide City. I felt right at home 
with some of the most kindred spirits that I’ve ever 
had the pleasure of meeting. Who knew that it’d 
only take a matter of days to feel that way about 
people who were complete strangers prior to this?

I’m eternally grateful to have gone to AV2015 
and I’d like to thank all who were involved in the 
preparations. You never ceased to amaze me.”

Molly from a Special Needs Unit, NSW

You may recall from our last newsletter that The 
Society had provided grants for 3 Venturers with 
Special Needs to attend the Australian Venture – it 
was their first time to a major event in Scouting. 
Molly shares her highlight of the Venture:

2013 2015
$0

$60K
$110K

$180K

HELP US REACH OUR TARGET

Please support the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society Jamboree Appeal to help young 

Australians enjoy an experience of a lifetime



Kirsty Brown, Chief Commissioner of Queensland 
has been in Scouting for over 55 years and 
is a proud member of the Lord Baden-Powell 
Society. She has served in numerous National 
roles including National Commissioner for Youth 
Program, National Commissioner for Adult 
Training and Development and National Adviser 
Adventurous Activities. It isn’t any wonder she has 
been recognised as a Life Member of
Scouts Australia.

However she now also plays an important role in 
World Scouting with her new appointment as Chair 
of the World Honours and Awards Committee 2014-
17.

Though she had already had a presence in World 
Scouting, having been a member of the World 
Program Committee, World Strategy Task Force  
and Chaired the World Adult Resources Committee. 
It is probably her own personal Honours and 
Awards that have her well placed for this role.
In 1997, Kirsty received the Australian Silver 
Kangaroo Award and was recognised outside of 
Scouting with an OAM. 

Then in 2007, she received the Bronze Wolf, which 
is awarded for exceptional services to World 
Scouting.  Originating in 1935, there have only been 
343 Bronze Wolves awarded to date and only 9 
awardees are female.  

Kirsty is the only female in Australia to receive 
the Bronze Wolf and the only Queenslander so 
far. 

It is worth noting that to chair the Honours and 
Awards Committee you must hold a Bronze Wolf 
and be active in world scouting.

Well done Kirsty, we wish you well in your new role.

Queensland Chief becomes Chair of 
World Honours & Awards Committee

Introducing our New Chairman
We are pleased to announce that David Jones AM 
FCA will succeed Neil Westaway AM as Chairman 
of the Society from June.
 
David has spent most of his life as a Scout, having 
joined 67 years ago as a Cub with 1st Victoria Sea 
Scouts – Albert Park Lake.
 
He has served 57 years as a Leader, joined the 
National Council in 1996 and is a member on ten 
National Scouting committees. In 2012 he was 
elected a member on the APR Finance Resources 
Sub-Committee and earlier this year, joined the 
World Scout Finance Committee.
 
He has attended over 11 Jamborees here and 
overseas in the capacity as a Leader or Director 

and is happiest when 
he is assisting our 
young people.
 
A career highlight was 
his involvement in the 
World Scout Bureau 
Project in Kenya in 
1988, of which he 
has many hair-raising 
stories to tell.
 
David joined the Committee of the Lord Baden-
Powell Society in 2009 and champions many youth 
causes and sets a great example to follow with 
his Philanthropic outlook. He is very much looking 
forward to his Chairmanship.



Bequest Update

Award Recipients will be recognised on the Lord Baden-Powell Society Honour Board at the office of The 
National Scout Association of Australia in Sydney as well as:

• The Society’s Annual Member Honour Roll  (in addition to membership level and length of
 membership listing)
• The Scout Association of Australia website
• Annual Report of The Scout Association of Australia

We are proud to announce 4 new members and an upgrade in the Honours Recognition Program.

Honours Recognition 
Program Updates

The Lord Baden-Powell Society Management Committee would like to thank ALL our members for their 
continued support of the Society which has enabled us to provide more young people with the opportunity 
to benefit from the experience of Scouting.

The Lord Baden-Powell Society pays tribute to 
Owen Longfield who left a significant gift to the 
Society in his Will.

Owen Longfield, a retired teacher, joined the 
Society in 1996 as a member and upgraded to a 
Leader in 1997, then upgraded again in 2004 to 
Patron.

He has been a consistent contributor to the 
Jamboree Fund since 2003 and even went so far as 
to call and say that if there were any direct requests 
for money can they be referred onto Mr Longfield 
personally and he will see what he can do to help.

In 2012, Mr Longfield joined the LBPS Honours 
Circle but sadly was unable to attend a presentation 
of his Award as was suffering from Parkinson’s 
Disease.

Owen Longfield was called home on 19/02/2015 at 
the age of 90 years.

If you would like more information about leaving 
a Bequest to the Society, please contact the 
Society on (02) 8440 5908.

New Members to the Honours Circle
Mr Christopher M Abbott AM
Mr John R Baker
Mr Geoffrey N Handbury AO
Mr Allan G Walker JP

Upgraded to Benefactors Circle
Mr William Hayward
Mr Geoffrey K Morgan

Award Recognition Level
Honours Circle

Benefactors Circle

Chairman’s Circle

Baden-Powell Circle

Cumulative Contributions
$15,000 - $24,999

$25,000 - $49,999

$50,000 - $99,999

$100,000+



Member Information

Members
Mr Samuel Smorgon AO
Mr Laurie Weston
Professor Martyn J Webb MA (OXON) FANZAAS
Mr Rhys Arias
Ms Valda M A Andrews
Mrs Leanne Millsom
Mr Benjamin Cherry-Smith

Leader to Ambassador
Mrs Rita André
Miss Mary O’Sullevan
Mr Robert J Thomas

Leaders
Mr James Maughmer
Mr John C Hughes OAM JP
Mr Bradley Thompson

Patron
Mr S. I. (Mick) Miller
Mr Julian R P Burt JP

Ambassador
Mr Tom Hickey
Mr Karl Herring

We welcome our new Members. The following list reflects members who joined before 31/03/15. Members 
who joined after this date will be listed in the next Newsletter.

The society has been notified of the following
members who have ‘Gone Home’

Mr Paul Phillip Andersen
Mr Max Burman OAM
Mr Peter Brougham Docker
Mrs Prudence Margaret Docker

Mr Owen Longfield
Mr A Grahame Taylor AM
Mr George Taylor OAM
Mr Laurence Wilkins

New Members

Upgraded Memberships
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