
 

 

 

 

 
 

Hello, 

 

Planning for the 2017 Norwegian National Jamboree is well underway and the count down until the 

opening ceremony is well and truly on!  In less than a year we will depart Australia and all come 

together for Nord 2017.    

 

Since the last newsletter was sent there have been a number of updates so please read on through and 

hope you’re getting as excited as the Australian Contingent Management Team are!  

 

So, what’s new? 

 

Contingent Management Team 

Appointed 

 

Since the last newsletter in March, 

The Contingent Management Team 

(CMT) has been appointed.  These 

people will be part of my team to 

make sure that you have the best 

possible time in Bodø next year and 

also ensure that we as a contingent 

travel well as a group, follow the 

scout law and make the trip to 

Norway a once in a life time 

experience!  I am confident that you 

will welcome to the contingent: 

 

 Heidi Rossendell: Deputy Contingent Leader 

 Anna Carstens: Assistant Contingent Leader 

 Leon Mason: Welfare Team Leader 

 Lynne Farrawell: Welfare Team Member 

 Rupsa Neogy Kumar: Finance & Administration 

 Carrie-Anne Farrawell: Website, Social Media & Communications 

 Paul Davis: Website, Social Media & Communications, Contingent Management Support 

 

The team are made of Venturers and Leaders from the ACT, NSW and QLD and come from a range 

of backgrounds and experiences, all ready and set to go to Norway.  You will learn more about each 

member of the CMT members in upcoming Newsletters, as they share their profiles with you all and 

you get to know each of them a bit better. First one out is the Deputy Contingent Leader: 

 

Heidi Rossendel – Deputy Contingent Leader: 

My name is Heidi Rossendell, Brumby at Scouts, and I am Scout Leader with Kama Scout Group in 

Canberra. I joined Kama Scouts, along with my son Matt, in September 2013, looking for like-
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minded souls who had a desire to discover the great outdoors in all its beauty. In July 2014 I travelled 

with 20 other Kama Scouts and parents to begin the discovery in Colorado USA where we were 

hosted by Troop 712 from Denver. At AJ2016 I was extremely privileged to host Norwegian Scouts 

and Leaders as part of my Jamboree Troop at Cataract Scout Park. I love hiking, all water sports, 

meeting new people and travelling to new places. My other passion is my job - workshopping 

leadership for the Navy. 

 

I am the Deputy Contingent Manager for the Australian Contingent to the Norwegian National 

Jamboree 1-8 Jul 17. I am really looking forward to working with the Contingent Team to bring an 

action packed tour to Norway for as many Australian Scouts as possible. My desire is that through 

our travel experience, we become passionate about our world; it's beauty and grandeur; it's grace and 

fragility; and the amazing experience of the world’s most northern Jamboree, under the midnight sun. 

 

 The Nord 2017 Program 

At our last CMT meeting, we 

began charting out our 

adventure in Norway, and 

there are some exciting 

developments that I want to 

share with you all.  

 

First of all, there will be a 

few options to join the 

contingent to provide 

flexibility for both youth 

members and leaders to fit in 

attending the jamboree and 

other commitments.  

 

The trip to Norway will consist of three major parts: 

 

1. The Pre-jamboree – compulsory for all 

2. The Jamboree – compulsory for all 

3. The Post-tour – optional 

 

Pre-Jamboree 

Although the Jamboree officially begins on July 1st, the contingent will be travelling to Norway prior 

to this and spend a few days together in Oslo prior to travelling to the Jamboree (the jamboree site, 

Bodø, is almost 1200 km by car from Oslo).   

 

This time is for us to bond as an Australian Contingent, get to know one another a little better and for 

many be the first time where you meet your patrol and line leaders.  There is even home stay and 

billeting options being explored.   

 

From here, we are going to move as a contingent up to Bodø and arrive 1-2 days before the opening 

ceremony on 1 July.  This is something that typically happens at Norwegian Jamborees and will give 

us some time to relax, settle in and get to love and build our Jamboree sites.  After all, the Jamboree 

only goes for seven days, so it is a little bit shorter than a normal Australian Jamboree.   

 

The World Heritage Site Bryggen in Bergen 



 

 

 

 

Attending the Pre-jamboree will be a compulsory part of every member of the contingent (unless 

different arrangements have been approved by the CMT).  The dates are still to be confirmed, but we 

are expecting that departure from Australia will occur in the last week of June, most likely over the 

weekend 24-25 June.   

 

It may be possible to not travel with the Contingent to Norway/back to Australia and to meet up with 

the Australian Contingent in Norway, however, this will be agreed on a case by case basis. For youth 

members under 18, this would require being accompanied to Norway by an adult family member or 

as agreed with the CMT and also picked up in Norway after the Jamboree/ post-tour. 

 

The jamboree! 

More information about the actual jamboree can be found on the Nord2017 website - 

http://nord2017.no/english/ - and is being updated regularly.   

 

The picture shows where Nord 2017 

will be built up the first week of July 

next year.  

 

Some of the activities listed on the 

Nord website for scouts: 

 

Midnight activity 

At Nord 2017 there will be familiar 

camp activities, but also something 

different. In addition to day activities, 

there will be midnight activities in 

the midnight sun! All scouts will be 

able to take part in one midnight 

activity, with time to rest the 

following day. 

 

 

Market day 

One of the days at the jamboree will be a market day, where each group organises an activity or 

performance which they notify the jamboree about in advance. Be creative, there will be prizes for 

the best contributions. The scouts will be given «camp money» which they can use to take part in the 

market day activities 

 

Overnight hike 

The patrols will be able to choose between four different difficulty levels. All the hikes will be 

overnight hikes which will give the patrols the opportunity to experience the nature of the north of 

Norway. Some will be close to camp, while others will be within an hour’s driving distance.  

 

At the Jamboree there will be a separate Rover camp (the rover age in Norway is 16/16.5 as they do 

not have Venturers) and Australian contingent members attending as “Youth Staff” (see Newsletter 

1) will stay in the Rover camp.  

 

Nord 2017 will be built up on these fields in Bodø 

http://nord2017.no/english/


 

 

 

 

Flexible sunlight hours… 

Have you stayed up all night at camp before? You will get a chance to do that at Nord 2017 as well. 

Maybe you just want to sleep all day? It’s up to you. Whatever you choose, welcome to the rover 

camp Døgnvill (literally means jet-lagged ) 

 

Rover activities 

There will be activities such as rover cafe with entertainment and campfires. There will of course also 

be an overnight hike for the rovers. What and where is yet to be decided, but there will be something 

to suit everyone. 

 

In the rover camp everything will be a bit more relaxed. You’ll decide yourself when to go to sleep 

and get up. In general you will be more free to do what you like. Rovers will also be able to exit and 

enter the jamboree site to a larger degree than the scouts. 

 

Rovers who participate as full-time staff and as members of a group will be able to live in the rover 

camp and take part in some activities.  

 

Rovers who live in the rover camp will be able to eat in the staff canteen. In the course of the week, 

they will work three shifts as staff. They will choose when they sign up for the jamboree which 

department they would like to do these shifts in. 

 

Post-Jamboree 

A full week program of jam-packed adventures has been planned for those who want to continue the 

experience!  This week lines up with the last week of the July school holidays, so there’s every 

opportunity for each member of the contingent to fully participate in their Norwegian Adventure.   

 

Leaving from the Nord2017 

site, the contingent will 

travel to Tromsø by boat and 

spend a day.   

 

 

From Tromsø we will head 

south with time being spent 

in Trondheim, Bergen and 

Stavanger, taking in all of 

the wonders of Norway, 

before heading back to Oslo 

to catch our plane back to 

Australia.   

 

 

While the post-tour is an optional addition, we think that it captures all of the highlights of Norway 

and is great value.  Photos of some of the places we will visit are scattered throughout this newsletter! 

We expect to leave Norway over the weekend of 15/16 July and thus make it back to Australia in 

time for Term 3 in most states. 

   

Budget & Costs 

As this goes out, budgets have been submitted to the International Commissioner/Scouts Australia for 

approval. As soon as budgets are approved we will open registrations, hopefully early July 2016.  

Pulpit Rock (650 meters above sea level) above Lysefjorden (near Stavanger) 



 

 

 

 

 

In Newsletter 1 it was indicated that the cost for the full 3 weeks including the optional post-tour 

would be approx. $5500, and at this point in time we are confident that we will make that number. 

 

When registration open there will be 3 options: 

 

1) Option 1: Meet the Contingent in Oslo (own travel arrangements to Oslo), pre-jamboree program 

in Oslo, travel with Contingent to the Jamboree, travel back to Oslo and then revert to own travel 

arrangements. 

2) Option 2: Travel with Contingent from Australia (at this stage Contingent travel starts at an 

international departure point: Perth, Melbourne, Sydney or Brisbane. Own travel from home 

location to one of these airports) to Oslo, then as Option 1, then travel as a Contingent back to 

Australia (same airport as departure airport, own travel to home) 

3) Option 3: As Option 2 with the post-tour (extra week) 

 

As the budgets are not yet approved, the numbers below are approximate and may change, they are 

provided for your planning and budgeting: 

 

The cost for all contingent members travelling from Australia with the contingent is likely to be 

$4200. This fee covers: 

 

 Jamboree fee (set by Nord 2017) 

 Australian Contingent fees and personal gear supplied by the contingent 

 Travel insurance (through Scouts Australia) 

 All contingent transport costs from Australia to the Jamboree and return 

 All contingent Pre-tour expenses 

 

The post tour, with all expenses and travel costs included, for an additional week in Norway, is 

expected to be in the range of $1300.  

 

Therefore, for all who would like to part of the full trip of three weeks, should begin budgeting for 

around $5500.  Note that the Deposit that will be due for all contingent members at registration will 

be $900 with three further instalments in mid-November 2016, primo March 2017 and mid-May 

2017. 

 

Contingent & Patrol Formations 

Nord2017 provides a special opportunity for both Scouts and Venturers from Australia to work 

together.  Because of the structure of Norwegian Scouts, those who are aged between 11 and 16.5 

years will participate in the Jamboree as “speidere”.   

 

Patrols will be formed based on a range of ages, 

experiences and from around Australia.  As part of 

the registration process, youth members can choose 

to elect other people that they would like to be 

included in their Jamboree patrols, however this is 

only a guide and will not be the sole factor in 

deciding patrol formations.   

 

For many scouts and venturers participating, they 

will be the only member of their troop or group The port in Stavanger  



 

 

 

 

(possibly even the only member of their region or branch!), so Nord2017 provides us all with a great 

opportunity to get out and meet other great scouts from across Australia and the world.   

 

While the first day or two may be a bit daunting, after this we will have a whole range of new friends 

to enjoy Nord2017 with, so make the most of this opportunity! 

 

At the jamboree, one or more Australian patrols and line leaders will be hosted by a Norwegian scout 

group and camp with them as one of their patrols. 

 

What next? 

The CMT are very close to releasing: 

 

 The final approved costs for Nord 2017 - once the budget has been approved by Scouts 

Australia 

 Our website - currently under construction 

 The application process – through the Scouts Australia registration system 

 

When the website is operational, the site address will be published to the mailing list that has been 

established.  If you are receiving this newsletter, you’re already on it!  If you want to share this with 

your friends though, encourage them to please send an email to:  

 

baberge.nord2017@gmail.com or  

nordjamboree2017@scouts.com.au  

 

With their name, age, Branch and contact details.  This will also ensure that they will receive an 

email when registrations open up. 

 

Contingent size 

At this point in time we do not know the size of the contingent as registration has not yet opened. 

However, there are more than 200 on the contingent mailing lists and we anticipate a large contingent 

(more than 100) going to Nord 2017. 

 

Please note that there is a finite number of seats for the post-tour as we are depending on set capacity 

on parts of the post-tour so take that into consideration when registration opens. We will of course 

seek to accommodate everybody who applies, and there are no current number limitations on travel 

Option 2 (see above), however, the size of the contingent may be capped (to be determined) – the 

sooner we receive your registration with your deposit, the sooner we can confirm numbers with our 

travel operators.  

 

When all this has been said, I am really looking forward to go to Norway with lots of Australian 

scouts in 2017! If you have any questions, please use the email address below. 

 

Yours in Scouting 

 

Bjørn Arne Berge 

Australian Contingent Leader Nord2017 

baberge.nord2017@gmail.com      
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