
2012 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir

WINERY
BENOVIA®

Harvest Notes
An almost textbook vintage, 2012 can be described as amazing in both quantity and 
quality.  Warm and dry weather conditions at fruit set (bloom) allowed for complete 
pollination, resulting in large clusters with many more berries per cluster than 
normal.  We saw a mild summer with very few heat spikes and very little precipitation, 
making mildew and rot control relatively easy compared to the prior two vintages. 
The near-perfect weather at harvest allowed us to harvest ripe fruit with mature stems, 
skins and seeds.

Winegrower Notes
Selected blocks of our estate vineyards and a handful of small growers are united to 
create this blend.  In farming each site, our intent is to maximize the character and 
individuality of each place by utilizing the most progressive viticultural techniques. 
Harvested at night, the fruit was rigorously hand sorted prior to destemming and 
then berry selected before open top fermentation.  This blend is a collection of 
heirloom clones of Pinot Noir like Calera, Swan, Pommard, Mt. Eden, and Chalone 
as well as newer French selections like Dijon 828 and 943.

Tasting Notes
This almost textbook vintage provided the raw materials to produce a truly outstanding 
Russian River Valley Pinot Noir.  Aromas are clearly dominated by bright red fruit 
tones of Bing cherry and red raspberry, while black fruits dominate on the palette. 
The bright aromas expand and give way to sour cherry and candied orange peel.  On 
the palate the wine’s juicy mouthfeel is supported by centered acidity building with 
intensity through the mid-palate to the fine grain tannins on the finish.  Tannins are 
beautifully proportioned and provide backbone to the wines sweet middle and 
delicate earthy finish.

Vineyard Sources
Martaella®, Cohn, Martinelli, Tilton Vineyard

Harvest Data
September & October 2012| Alcohol 14.1% | pH 3.61 | TA 0.61

Fermentation
Cold soaked for 8 days, indigenous yeast fermentation lasted for more than two weeks

Cooperage
Barrel fermented in 38% new French Oak

Bottling
February 2014

Cases Produced
1780 cases

Release Date
April 2014
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Australian Importer & Distributor :-
Vinsense Pty Ltd - PO Box 1353, Wahroonga.  NSW 2076.
Tel  (02) 9943 0301   email - info@vinsense.com
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