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English for the Australian Curriculum Project 

AATE, ALEA, PETAA Brief for the Project Manager and Project Leaders (PMPL) 

The following should be read in conjunction with the approved PMP document. 

The PMPL group will use these points to develop a detailed writing brief and a template for 
presentation to the writers in order to guide the development of the Units. It is expected that there 
might be slight variations within the template for the primary and secondary writers. 

• Each Unit will be developed for a discrete year level. 
• Units will represent four to six weeks work in the classroom.  For the early years this might 

be two hours a week over four weeks. In the later years of primary school this might be two 
hours per week over six weeks, while in secondary settings the expectations might be two to 
three lessons per week over six weeks. 

• Primary units will be integrated units, providing opportunities for students to work towards 
content descriptions in a range of learning areas; not just in English. 

• Secondary units will focus on content description in the English learning area; however 
possible links to content description in other learning areas will be signposted. 

• Units will be designed to be flexible, so that: 
a) they can be adapted by teachers for use in a variety of classroom contexts and 
b) there are multiple pathways – that is they will not stipulate a linear sequence of 

activities. 
• There will be a narrative thread which runs through each unit. 
• Units will contain at least two rich Assessment Tasks and will be backward mapped from 

these. One task to be a response to text (receptive), one to be a text created by students 
(productive) 

• Units will be student centred, they could be based on big inquiry questions. They will 
encourage teachers to begin by acknowledging what students bring to the classroom in the 
way of dispositions, skills, and understandings and will be designed to be relevant to 
students and to engage their interest. There will also be opportunities for students to talk 
about and reflect on their learning and to engage in critical and higher order thinking skills. 

• Units will provide opportunities for students to take part in a range of activities and both 
interpret and create a range of texts for a variety of purposes and audiences. In doing so, 
students will have the opportunity to explore content described in all three strands of the 
Australian Curriculum: English. 

• The units will incorporate, overall, the language modes of speaking and listening, reading 
and viewing, writing and creating.  

• Units will contain activities which are both teacher directed and student-centred. 
• Units are to be published in a digital form with an embedded option to print.  
• Each unit will be a learning sequence made up of a series of lessons.  
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• Lessons contain the discrete activities and provide for approximately one hour’s work on a 
particular day (less in the early years). There are likely to be a number of activities described 
in any one lesson. 

• Activities may be carried out by students as individuals, in small groups, or as a whole class. 
• There will be opportunities for students to make use of and learn about digital technology in 

each of the units. 
• The units will provide an opportunity for students to develop their understanding of the 

cross-curriculum priorities and general capabilities, where relevant and appropriate. It is not 
expected that each unit will provide an opportunity for students to learn about all or any of 
the priorities or capabilities. The project leaders in discussion with the writers will ensure 
that there is a reasonable coverage of these elements in the units overall.1

• Units will be developed to cater for the range of abilities in any given classroom. 
 

• Writing templates should contain the following: 
o Unit topic 
o A framing statement to provide an overview of the scope of work to be covered in 

the unit, including the learning intentions 
o Background information for teachers where relevant 
o Resources, including relevant quality literary texts, that will be explored throughout 

the unit 
o Links to the Australian Curriculum: English Content Descriptions 
o Indication of cross-curriculum priorities and general capabilities able to be 

developed 
o A series of lesson plans containing a range of activities 
o Assessment for, as and of learning will be embedded at appropriate points in each 

unit, including assessment criteria as appropriate. 

 

 

 

To help further outline the development of the English for AC Project,  see the following pages: 

o English for the Australian Curriculum — draft schema for site content 
o English for AC website Architectural outline 

  

                                                           
1 Project leaders to work with writers to develop a matrix at the start to ensure overall coverage. 
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English for the Australian Curriculum — draft schema for site content 

Abbreviations: CD = Curriculum content description | CCP = Cross curriculum priority | GC = General capabilities | AS = Achievement standard 
 
Table 1: Main site elements (12 pages) 

 General Early Years Primary Secondary 

 
Home 

• Linked masthead banners for the three 
associations and ESA 

• Player with feature images linked to the three 
education levels, with overview text (30-35 
words) for each. 

• A 100-120 word summative description (the 
first 35 words of which create the search 
engine descriptive text) of English for the 
Australia Curriculum. 

• Site-wide top navigation (itemised below) 
• Site-wide left navigation (itemised below) 
• Social media/share links (to be specified) 
• Site-wide footer links (itemised below) 

Foundation to Year 1 (2) 
 
Linked from Home player 
and top navigation bar 

Years 2–7 (6) 
 
Linked from Home player 
and top navigation bar 

Years 7–10 (4) 
 
Linked from Home player 
and top navigation bar 

Top navigation 
(site-wide) 

Links to the Home and the three education levels    

Left navigation 
(site-wide) 

Links to five key pages: 
• curriculum pages for each of the three 

education levels 
• English for AC supporting resources 
• Other SACOL resources 

   

Footer 
(site-wide) 

Links to four pages for Copyright and terms of use, 
Acknowledgments, Technical help. Australian 
Government DEEWR logo, linked. Creative Commons 
license icon linked 

   

Unit feature 
pages (3) (linked 
from top 
navigation and 
player) 

Feature images related to themes representing each 
unit, with overview text of each unit. 

Linked images and 
descriptive text for both 
units — text to reproduce 
overview from unit Home 
pages (Table 2) 

Linked images and 
descriptive text (25-30 
words each) for 6 units in 
grid layout 

Linked images and 
descriptive text (35-40 words 
each) for 4 units in grid 
layout 
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 General Early Years Primary Secondary 

Key Australian 
Curriculum pages 
for year levels (3) 
(left navigation) 

• Content to be drafted by project leaders to 
provide a succinct overview of how the units in 
general support the Australia Curriculum 
(including CCPs and GCs).  

• Matrixes used in units, so that teachers can 
from here find content within lessons that 
elaborates CDs under sub-strands; and also get 
an overview of CCP coverage 

General advice about using 
the AC at and across the 
two year levels to meet 
Achievement Standards. A 
matrix linking to content 
within lessons that 
elaborates CDs under sub-
strands. 

General advice about 
pathways for using the AC 
at and across year levels to 
meet Achievement 
Standards. A matrix linking 
to content within lessons 
that elaborates CDs under 
sub-strands. 

General advice about 
pathways for using the AC at 
and across year levels to 
meet Achievement 
Standards. A matrix linking to 
content within lessons that 
elaborates CDs under sub-
strands. 

Supporting 
resources page 
(left navigation) 

• Tabular aggregation of all English for AC 
resources sourced online under categories for 
education level, topic, theme, and media type. 

• Downloads of HTML versions of units. 
• Downloads of specific interactive resources and 

worksheets created 
• Specific internal resources used in units 

disaggregated (yet to be specified) 
• Other useful links 

   

Other SACOL 
resources (left 
navigation) 

General overview of Supporting the Australian 
Curriculum Online (SACOL) project, materials and 
related initiatives, with features and links to specific 
sites and items (if viable) where possible specified to 
correspond with Education levels in English for AC. 

   

Copyright and 
terms of use 
(footer) 

Details of Copyright owner (DEEWR or ESA?) and 
Creative Commons license (each unit will link to this 
page from its index/Unit Home page) 

   

Acknowledgments Credits for writers (linked to bio-notes, which might also 
be used at the Unit home page level) and project team  

   

Technical help A page structured as FAQs to anticipate a range of user 
technical questions and to explain accessibility 
affordances of the resource 

   

 
 
 
 



English for the Australian Curriculum — draft schema for website content  12 June 2012 3 

 
Table 2: Units of work, elements (180–204 pages for core content) 

 General Early Years 
F to Year 2 (3) 

Primary 
Years 3–7 (5) 

Secondary 
Years 7–10 (4) 

 
Unit Home page 
(referred to as 
framing document 
in PMP) 

Left-side content (250 words) 
• A summary overview of unit content themes, focus and general 

outcomes (maximum 190 words) 
• Note about duration and (non)-sequence (30 words) 
• A feature image from unit content 
• Link from author name to bio-note 

Right-side content (220-250 words) 
• Descriptive linked list/index of numbered lesson sequence (150 to 220 

words)  
• Links to rich assessment tasks for the unit  
• Link to curriculum summary table with three strands and content 

descriptions against sub-strands, hyperlinked to their elaboration in 
lesson sequence content (more below) 

• Links to GCs for the unit  
• Links to CCPs for the unit  

 
Overview to reflect 
content in being 
used to support the 
Australian 
Curriculum: English 
and across 
curriculum areas … 
 
Numbered lesson 
sequence, 
descriptive links 
with 12 items  

 
Overview to 
reflect content in 
being used to 
support the 
Australian 
Curriculum: 
English and across 
curriculum areas 
… 
 
Numbered lesson 
sequence, 
descriptive links 
with 12 items 

 
Overview to reflect 
content in being used 
to support the 
Australian 
Curriculum: English 
and student-centred 
and self-guided 
nature of resources … 
 
 
Numbered lesson 
sequence, descriptive 
links with 12-18 items 

Lessons (12 to 18 
core pages per 
Unit, with links to 
interactive and 
downloadable 
items) 

Single-page lesson plans (300 words of text supported by links, 
interactive/downloadable worksheets and images)  

• made up of discreet activities, each activity to be linked to AC:E content 
descriptors  

• designed for one student-hour of work in class (or if secondary units are 
kept to 12, in that case each comprised activities for 1.5 student hours)  

 
12 one-hour 
lessons 

 
12 one-hour 
lessons 

 
12 one and one half 
hour or 18 one-hour 
lessons 

Unit assessment 
tasks (single page) 

Two rich assessment tasks (in 300 words of text supported by links, 
interactive/downloadable worksheets and images): tasks linked to AS for 
Receptive (listening, reading and viewing) and Productive modes (speaking, 
writing, creating) — mapped to unit sequence content 

   

Unit curriculum 
summary (single 
page) 

Unit page with general advice prefacing a summary table organised by the three 
strands, with CDs relating to sub strands, and links to lessons in the sequence, 
where CDs are elaborated.  

   

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Search?q=receptive�


English	  for	  AC	  website	  
Architectural outline 
	  

Three education levels on the home page, with general contextual 
information about the site, and about each level 

	  
Early Years 

 

 

Primary 
 

 

Secondary 
 

 

F–Year 1 (2 units) 
 
Two units of work for 
teachers, providing 
teaching plans to support 
the Australian Curriculum: 
English and across 
curriculum areas … 
 

   Years 2–7 (6 units) 
 
Six units of work providing 
teaching plans for Primary 
teachers and students to 
support the Australian 
Curriculum: English and 
across curriculum areas 
… 
 

Years 7–10 
 
Four units of work providing 
teaching plans for Secondary 
teachers and students to 
support the Australian 
curriculum: English … 
 
 
 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Each	  unit	  with	  an	  overview	  
and	  list	  page	  with	  12	  lesson	  
sequences	  (12–18	  for	  
Secondary)	  made	  up	  
discrete	  activities	  defined	  by	  
time	  allocation	  on	  a	  
particular	  day:	  
	  

• Introduction	  	  
• Themes	  
• Specific	  curriculum	  

advice	  including	  
cross-‐curriculum	  
priorities	  

• Curriculum	  matrix	  for	  
pathways	  from	  AC	  
content	  descriptors	  
to	  content	  within	  
unit	  lesson	  
sequences.	  

• Assessment	  tasks	  
	  
Each	  unit	  has	  a	  discreet	  URL	  
	  

Each	  level	  links	  to	  a	  page	  with	  
linked	  thumbnails	  and	  
descriptive	  text	  and	  summary	  
of	  each	  of	  the	  units	  …	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
Each	  level	  has	  a	  discreet	  URL	  

Left menu 
 
Australian 
Curriculum: 
English — 
Early years 
 
Australian 
Curriculum: 
English — 
Primary 
 
Australian 
Curriculum: 
English — 
Secondary 
 
Supporting 
resources 
 
Other 
SACOL 
resources 
 
 

Individual	  lesson	  sequence	  in	  
which	  each	  activity	  links	  to	  an	  
AC	  content	  descriptor	  
(external)	  
	  
Each	  lesson	  sequence	  has	  a	  
discreet	  URL	  
	  

AC links for levels in 
the left menu will link 
to a page with general 
advice about using the 
AC, with the matrixes 
used in units, so that 
teachers can also from 
here find content 
within lessons that 
elaborates CDs under 
sub-strands. 

Pages left and right are the 
focus of pedagogical planning 
and design for content at the 
three levels, and provide the 
template/structure to which 
materials are written. 

Unit front page/Home 
Education level pages 

Sequence 

Home page 
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