
“The fundamental truth is that we will 
never know who the offenders are unless 
the victims tell us and the victims will 
never tell us unless we provide a society 
that actually encourages disclosure and 
then supports, protects and values their 
personal sacrifice when they do.”  

Hetty Johnston 
Founder & CEO 
Bravehearts

Bravehearts has been proactive for many years in 
lobbying the Federal Government for an inquiry 
into child sexual assault. Bravehearts welcomed 
the announcement in November 2012 of The Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse. 

We believe the Royal Commission is a unique 
opportunity for survivors and their supporters to 
directly influence the way our government, institutions 
and communities respond to child sexual assault and 
ultimately make our communities safer for children. 
Bravehearts’ Mission is to make Australia the safest 
place in the world to raise a child by 2020.

The Royal Commission is a national inquiry that is 
examining the way institutions have managed and 
responded to child sexual assault to ensure that children 
are better protected in the future.
 
Institutions can include schools, religious organisations, 
orphanages, children’s services, sporting clubs, foster 
and residential care.

If you, or a person you know was sexually assaulted 
as a child at an institution, or an institution failed to 
respond properly after you reported the assault, we 
can support you in sharing your story with the Royal 
Commission.

About the  
Royal Commission

 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
SERV ICES

Bravehearts Mission is to stop child sexual 
assault in our society. 

Our Vision is to make Australia the safest 
place in the world to raise a child by 2020.

Bravehearts  
Royal Commission

royalcommission.org.au
 
1800 272 831 
Bravehearts Information and Support Line   
8am to 8pm AEST Weekdays 

rc@bravehearts.org.au

facebook.com/BraveheartsInc

@BraveheartsInc

ABN 41 496 913 890



I AM THINK ING ABOUT GETT ING INVOLVED 
IN THE ROYAL COMMISSION – BUT I 
DON’T KNOW IF IT IS WORTH DOING

People are often hesitant to get involved because they think: 

• My sexual assault happened too long ago; or
• There are other stories ‘worse’ than mine; or
• I have already provided a statement to another inquiry; or
• It will be too traumatic for me to tell my story, I am worried  
 about getting too emotional and how I will react; or
• The Royal Commission might not understand me or  
 believe me; or
• I am not a survivor of child sexual assault but I was or am   
 involved with an institution where child sexual assault  
 occurred.

It is important for the Royal Commission to hear stories from all 
individuals. You will be listened to and believed. Bravehearts can 
help you decide whether you’d like to be involved. 

I DON’T WANT TO HAVE 
TO WRITE A STATEMENT

You don’t have to provide a written statement; however, many of 
our clients find it useful when attending a Private Session, so the 
Commissioners have some background information prior to the 
meeting.

It is common that people often don’t want to write their story 
down because it can be a very difficult process or because they 
already have other written documents sharing their story, like 
police witness statements. Bravehearts can assist you with this 
process and help draft a summary for your reference and to 
provide to the Royal Commission.

CAN I REMAIN ANONYMOUS?

You can provide an anonymous written statement and your 
identity can be protected if you give evidence at a public hearing.

I HAVE A ‘PR IVATE SESSION’ WITH 
THE COMMISSION – WHAT DOES 
THIS MEAN? WHAT WILL HAPPEN?

We can talk you through what will happen at a Private Session, 
and can come with you to this meeting as your support person if 
you would like us to. Our case management team can provide this 
service in Brisbane & Sydney. If your private session is due to be 
held in another state outside of these, or a more remote location, 
please contact us and we will confirm if we are able to travel to 
the relevant location to attend.  

I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE EVIDENCE AT A 
PUBL IC HEAR ING ABOUT MY EXPER IENCES

Bravehearts can help you prepare an ‘expression of interest’ that 
will ensure the Royal Commission knows that you would like 
to take part in a Public Hearing. It is important to note that not 
everyone who wants to give evidence at a Public Hearing will be 
able to do so. 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION HAS ASKED 
ME TO GIVE EVIDENCE AT A 

PUBL IC HEAR ING – WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN? WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?

We can talk you through this process, and attend the Public 
Hearing with you. We can organise a lawyer for you, if you need 
one. 

I ’VE BEEN TO A PR IVATE SESSION 
WITH THE ROYAL COMMISSION 
– WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

We can talk you through the Royal Commission process. 
 

How Bravehearts  
Can Help:

Frequently Asked 
Questions:

• Provide you with information and advice  
 about participating in the Royal Commission;

• Be the contact person to assist you with your  
 interaction with the Royal Commission staff;

• Help you write your written statement  
 – either via telephone or we can meet with  
 you in person;

• Go with you to a Private Session as your  
 support person;

• Help you in relation to the Public Hearings;

• Provide counselling and ongoing case  
 management for clients;

• Provide referrals to appropriate support  
 services; and

• Answer any questions you have. 


