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How Bravehearts can help you engage with the Royal Commission  
 
The Royal Commission was set up by the Government to improve responses of institutions 
to make kids safe and to allow survivors of childhood sexual assault to tell their stories, be 
heard, and use their experiences to expose the gaps in child protection to protect the next 
generation.  It focuses on childhood sexual assault that happened in an institution, 
organisation or other out of home setting or is related to an institution and their responses 
to child sexual assault.   
 
For example, the sexual assault may have happened in:   

 A school or by someone working at the school; 

 A sporting club;  

 A community group or church group;  

 In foster care, an orphanage or children’s home.   
 
Bravehearts is interested in hearing your story, regardless of whether they fall within the 
scope of the Royal Commission.  For example, an institution may not have responded 
appropriately to your report of sexual assault or the assault may have occurred in another 
context.   
 
After listening to these stories about sexual assault in an institutional context, the 
Commission will write a report that includes recommendations about how to better protect 
Australia’s children in the future.   
 
Sharing your story  
 
If you would like to share your story with the Commission, you can choose how you would 
like to do that:  

 You can provide an anonymous written statement about what happened.  

 You can provide a written statement with your name included.  

 You can ask to attend a one-hour ‘private session’.  This is a confidential meeting 
with one of the Commissioners, where you tell them your story face-to-face. 
Bravehearts can accompany you.   

 You can ask to give evidence at a ‘public hearing’.  This is run formally, and operates 
like a court room.  Bravehearts can attend with you.   

 
We can help you by:  



 
 

 

 Giving you some more information about the Commission and answering your 
questions;  

 Helping you write your statement about what happened;  

 Helping you arrange to go to a face-to-face private session;  

 Being the person that the Commission will contact, on your behalf;  

 Preparing the application for you if you would like to give evidence at a public 
hearing.  

 
If you have any questions or would like help with the Royal Commission, you can contact 
our case management team on rc@bravehearts.org.au or 1800 272 831 
 
For information and support – please phone 1800 272 831 
We understand that this process can often be personally difficult. Bravehearts is able to 
arrange counselling for you to support you during this time.  
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