
 

 

29 August 2017 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
It has long been my hope to join the community at Rostrevor College and I am thrilled to be taking 
up the role of Principal in 2018.  As you can imagine, I will be very busy over the next few months 
preparing Cabra for a smooth transition as a new Principal prepares to join the community in the 
new year.  Nevertheless, I am planning to visit Rostrevor on several occasions before Christmas to 
ensure that we are ready for the year ahead.  During those visits, I look forward to learning much 
more of the Rostrevor story and the contribution it makes in educating and caring for the boys 
entrusted to our care. 
 
In 2018, I am especially looking forward to getting to know the various communities of people who 
make Rostrevor such a rich educational setting for our young men.  During my previous experiences 
as a Principal, I have benefitted greatly from many conversations with parents.  That dialogue has 
shaped my understanding of the schools I was responsible for leading and helped me to refine our 
approaches and programs to better meet the needs and aspirations of students.  At the same time, 
my life, and that of my family, have been enriched by the friendship extended by many people in 
each new setting.  I know the same will be true at Rostrevor and I am looking forward to getting to 
know you and working together as we enjoy life at Rostrevor in 2018. 
 
While we will take the opportunity to thank Damian more formally towards the end of the year, I 
must say how grateful I am for everything that he has contributed to Rostrevor this year. Damian has 
developed a passion for our College in a very short period of time and his work with the community 
provides a great foundation for us to build upon.  I am also very grateful for his hospitality and 
generosity in ensuring that we enjoy a smooth leadership transition. 
 
Finally, in the next four weeks I am taking some long service leave during which time my wife, Joan, 
and I will be walking the Portuguese leg of the Camino de Santiago.  The timing of our vacation is 
perfect for recharging the batteries in readiness for a busy and exciting year ahead.  The Camino is a 
pilgrimage that invites people to reflect upon their lives during the many hours of walking each day. 
While I will not be thinking about school things, as such, I will naturally take time to pray for our 
community at Rostrevor while enjoying a quiet stroll along the coast of Portugal.  I will be praying 
that the sacred partnership between Rostrevor teachers and parents will bear rich fruit in the lives of 
our boys as they grow into manhood and in self-awareness of the men who God calls each of them 
to be. 
 
With best wishes for the remainder of Term 3. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brian Schumacher 
 


