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Reception to Year 12

Middle Years students must be prepared to meet the demands
and opportunities that the future may present. This preparation
includes a systematic, integrated, purposeful program of learning
experiences across all subject areas and an awareness of and
concern for oneself, others, and the environment. Students,
therefore, are encouraged to accept themselves, to be sensitive
to differences amongst others, and to work independently and
collaboratively. They are taught to adapt quickly as people and
situations around them change and to make informed, rational and
ethical choices in all areas of their lives.

Foreword
Teachers act as facilitators of learning and use varied instructional
methods and settings designed to engage students in relevant,
active learning. Students at this age learn best when they work
within educational settings and time frames that allow them to
explore, to make choices, to interact with one another, and to
accomplish assigned tasks at their own pace. Teachers strive to
maintain safe, friendly, stimulating and productive classroom
atmospheres conducive to such learning.
This handbook is designed to help students, together with families,
choose the most suitable courses for Years 7, 8 and 9. At Rostrevor
College we expect students in the Middle Years complete a
balanced program of study. This means students study subjects
from each of the Key Learning Areas.
Subject teachers and Pastoral Care teachers are available to give
information and help in choosing subjects. We urge parents to talk
with teachers at Parent-Student-Teacher Evenings, and to make
an appointment with staff if the need for further consultation
arises. Students with identified 'learning difficulties' or diagnosed
disabilities will also need to meet with the Chair of Equity Services
to plan their curriculum program so as to ensure that curriculum
choices meet student needs.
Opportunities are provided for students to experience the world
through different perspectives, represented by subjects within
the broad curriculum areas of English, Science, Mathematics,
Humanities, Health & Physical Education, Technology, Languages
Other Than English and the Arts. Students' learning about the
world is strengthened by the inclusion of Studies of Religion.
Programmes are offered across the school for enrichment and
reinforcement in curriculum to help address the needs of students
at different stages of learning.
At all stages, the curriculum is supported by the latest in learning
technologies, not only allowing a wealth of information to be
brought to the task of learning, but also serving as a powerful tool
for students to explore their own ideas and communicate them in
exciting, effective ways.
Kerry Hodkinson
Director – Teaching and Learning
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We seek to provide a liberating education that
is founded on the principles of excellence
and equity.
We celebrate our Gospel spirituality through
opening our hearts to the Jesus story and
nurturing the faith journey of each person in our
Rostrevor College family.
We strive to be an inclusive community that
welcomes each member with deep respect for
their individuality and uniqueness.
We reach out to those at the margins in a spirit of
solidarity and justice, seeking to form young 'men
for others' who will make a positive difference.
All members of the Rostrevor College community
commit themselves to the values of the College
and the vision of Edmund Rice.

Mission
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Middle Years Philosophy
The Rostrevor College Middle Years Program has been designed
to meet the individual needs of the adolescent as he grows to
know more about himself and the world around him. Our Middle
Years curriculum will build on the primary years and extend the
development of skills and processes that are essential for effective
learning. Through the Middle Years boys will be empowered to
take more responsibility for their learning in a program that offers
relevance, flexibility, participation and challenge.
Young boys have a range of personal, spiritual, intellectual and social
needs. With the onset of puberty, however, there are particular
physical, emotional and cultural needs that should also be addressed.
The Middle Years Program at Rostrevor will provide opportunities for
young men to learn and grow in ways that acknowledge and respect
this unique and special phase of their development.
At Rostrevor College, we believe that a Middle Years program must
address some very specific needs of boys. These include:
•
Exploring how individual and group identities are shaped by
social and cultural groups
•
Developing productive and affirming relationships with adults
and peers in an environment that respects difference and
diversity
•
Having opportunities to negotiate learning that is useful now, as
well as in the future
•
Viewing the world critically and acting independently, cooperatively and responsibly
•
Having multiple opportunities to learn valued knowledge and
skills as well as the opportunity to use talents and expertise that
students bring to the learning environment
•
Undertaking realistic learning challenges in an environment
characterised by high expectations and constructive and honest
feedback
•
Learning in a safe, caring and stimulating environment that
addresses issues of bullying, discrimination and harassment

Values Underpinning Middle Years Practices at Rostrevor
College
The Middle Years of schooling are likely to be more effective when
they are based on a shared philosophy of fundamental values and
beliefs. These years constitute a stage of education during which
boys can explore themselves and the world in which they live, in a
context of 'high expectations'. Middle Years should be founded on a
commitment to advance the learning capacity of all students and the
achievement of outcomes that are meaningful and beneficial to the
student. At the same time, there is a need to provide opportunities,
skills and understandings that encourage active and responsible
citizenship. Consequently, the Rostrevor College Middle Years is:

Learning-centred
A coherent curriculum that is focused on the identified needs,
interests and concerns of boys, and emphasises self-directed and
constructive learning.

Collaboratively Organised
Teachers who know and understand their students well, employ
powerful pedagogical strategies to challenge and extend students
within a supportive environment.
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Outcome-based
Progress and achievement are recorded continuously in relation to
explicit statements of what each student is expected to know and be
able to do.

Flexibly-constructed
Arrangements are responsive to local needs and circumstances, and
reflect creative uses of time, space and other resources.

Ethically-aware
Justice, care, respect and a concern for the needs of others are
reflected in the everyday practice of students, teachers and
administrators.

Community-oriented
Parents and representatives from other community institutions
and organisations beyond the school are involved in productive
partnerships.

Adequately-resourced
Experienced teachers and support staff are supported by high quality
facilities, technology, equipment and materials. From this basis the
Rostrevor College Middle Years curriculum has been developed to
ensure that it provides:
•
A broad-based curriculum that enables every boy to achieve
success and an opportunity to experience a wide range of
subjects
•
A sound foundation across the curriculum for future study
•
Choice for students in the core and elective structure and choice
within each learning area
•
The opportunity for boys to extend their knowledge and skills
base to achieve excellence at their own level
•
An environment in which boys will develop responsibility for
their own learning and the ability to adopt learning strategies
appropriate to their own learning styles
•
Opportunities for boys to work effectively as part of a team
•
Opportunities for all boys to access resources and utilise
relevant technologies
At Rostrevor College the Middle Years educational program will
develop skills, competencies and learning processes, values,
knowledge and understanding that provide the foundation for
future learning. Education is more than intellectual development.
Intellectual growth needs to be balanced with the development of
the physical state as well as the social, emotional and spiritual nature
of the individual.

Australian Curriculum
Standards Framework
At Rostrevor College the Australian Curriculum Standards Framework
is used as the basis for the development of learning programs and
assessment plans, teacher judgement and reporting student progress
and achievement.
The Framework articulates 5 Achievement Standards, each of which
is linked to the level of achievement of outcomes. Achievement
Standards will be the common reference point for reporting student
achievement in each of the nine key learning areas (refer to the table
below).
Achievement Standard
1

Outstanding

2

High

3

Satisfactory

4

Limited

5

Low

Students will be assessed according to subject-specific criteria.
These are grouped into 3 or 4 main headings and also form
the basis of the assessment rubric that is used by teachers to
assess at the task level. The student report will reflect students'
achievements in each of the same headings for all assessment tasks
completed within the assessment cycle.
The A+ - E- achievement scale refers to achievement according to
the criteria listed against each Achievement Standard. (Refer to the
table below).
Grades
A+, A, AB+, B, BC+, C, CD+, D, DE+, E, E-

Achievement Standard/Criteria
Excellent - the student is demonstrating excellent

achievement of what is expected at this year level

Good - the student is demonstrating good

achievement of what is expected at this year level

Satisfactory - the student is demonstrating

satisfactory achievement of what is expected at
this year level

Partial - the student is demonstrating partial

Assessment and Reporting
Assessment consists of continuous assessment that takes the form
of essays, assignments, projects, tests, work books, orals, practicals,
performances, displays, etc and varies according to the nature of the
subject.
All students will receive four reports during the academic year. The
reports issued at the end of Terms 1 and 3 will be a summary of
academic record as well as attitude/effort and progress.
Reports issued at the completion of each Semester (Terms 2 and 4)
contain teacher comments and performance against achievement
standards according to the Australian Curriculum.

Reporting Student Achievement
Rostrevor reports student achievement to parents/caregivers by way
of grades on the A+ to E- scale.
Achievement Standards describe in detail each level of achievement
on the A+ to E- grade scale. Teachers use these standards to decide
how well a student has demonstrated his learning.
Students can use achievement standards to:
•
decide how to show their learning in ways most appropriate to
them
•
monitor their progress
•
understand what is expected of them at the end of a learning
program
Teachers will use grades or scores to assess tasks but report to
families on the A+ to E- scale on students' mid-semester and
semester reports.
Grades will be converted to a score out of 15 for the purpose of
awarding of certificates, prizes and monitoring students at risk of not
meeting course requirements. A calculated grade point average will
appear on each report.
Reports will include information about your son's progress and
how well he is progressing within his own learning journey and his
participation in College activities. This area of the report gives you
more information about what is being taught and the successes
and challenges that your son is experiencing. This is an important
component of the report as it describes your son as a learner and
names aspects of his progress.

achievement of what is expected at this year level

Minimal - the student is demonstrating minimal

achievement of what is expected at this year level

Teacher Professional Judgement
Teacher professional judgment of students' achievement and
progress will be of critical importance within reporting processes. Our
teachers will use their professional expertise in assessing whether
students have met particular standards.
Our College has a long history of providing pertinent information to
parents about their son's progress. We will continue to focus on this
aspect of our work as we also work towards meeting requirements of
the Australian Government legislation. Assessment and reporting is a
vital component of the work of our teachers, who are committed to
providing the most comprehensive information about an individual
child's learning.
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LEAP, Intermediate and
Foundation

Middle Years Examinations

Curriculum Differentiation is not a new concept in education. In
fact, most teachers practise this in their classes to address the
varied learning needs of their students. At Rostrevor, however, this
concept is applied to the grouping of students within a cohort in both
Mathematics and English. This must not be confused with 'streaming'
where students are placed in a group according to ability for all
classes. Literacy skills will determine the groupings for English and
Numeracy skills will determine the groupings for Mathematics.

An examination is any supervised task that is assessed at the
conclusion of a course of study. The purpose of examinations is to
assess whether students have acquired an understanding of the
knowledge and skills associated with the subject. This includes
written, oral, practical, performance, or aural.

The importance of students developing skills in literacy and numeracy
cannot be overstated. Literacy is fundamental to all areas of learning.
It unlocks access to the wider curriculum. Being literate increases
opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life and lays the
foundations for lifelong learning and work. Similarly, when students
develop skills in numeracy, this helps to ensure that they make
progress in other areas of their learning.

Examinations in the Middle Years at Rostrevor College serve one or
more of the following purposes:
•
to provide students with the opportunity to experience the
examination environment
•
to provide students with the opportunity to develop skills for
improved performance in timed, supervised tasks including
examinations
•
to assess whether students have acquired, and have a clear
understanding of the knowledge and skills associated with the
subject for diagnostic and reporting purposes

At the core of a great education is recognising different learning
needs. Rostrevor College tailors the curriculum to cater for
individual students who learn in different ways and at different
rates. Fundamental to this belief is the use of ability groups we refer
to as Foundation, Intermediate and LEAP (Learning Extension &
Acceleration Program). These groups are in operation for English and
Mathematics in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11.
Students' performance on diagnostic tests, together with teacher
recommendations and NAPLAN data (where applicable) forms the
basis for the class structures. After examination of the results by a
committee consisting of the Director – Teaching and Learning, Head
of English and the Head of Mathematics, the boys are allocated to
Foundation, Intermediate or LEAP options.
These groups allow teachers to plan and present classroom activities
and learning experiences suitable to the student's understanding and
development. This differentiation of the curriculum makes learning
specific and challenging while creating opportunities for greater
success. LEAP groups provide students with the opportunity to work
at a faster pace and in greater depth than students in Intermediate
or Foundation groups. Foundation groups provide the necessary
structure to assist, develop, and extend the basic skills of all our
students. During the course of the academic year, based on academic
performance, students may move between groups.
At SACE level, students are offered similar opportunities with choices
from four streams of Mathematics and four streams of English.

6

The College determines, through advice from Faculty Council, the
purpose of examinations and consequently how and when they will
be scheduled.

Examinations in the Middle Years are held in Term 4 so as to maintain
adherence to the principles of progressive assessment.
The subjects examined are Religious Education, English, Mathematics,
Science and Humanities.
Students will be provided with a Revision Booklet for each subject to
assist with preparing for the exams. Students will also participate in a
number of seminars where study techniques and routines as well as
the importance of revision schedules will be discussed.

Middle Years Curriculum
Structure
Over the course of Middle Years studies, students are encouraged to select a range of elective courses offered in each of the Arts, Language
and Technological and Applied Studies learning areas.
Key Learning Areas

Mandatory Courses

Religious Education
English
All students study Religious Education, English,
Mathematics, Science, Humanities,
Health & Physical Education

Mathematics
Science
Humanities
Health & Physical Education

Key Learning Areas

Year 7

Year 8 Offerings

The Arts

Language
Applied Studies

Year 7 students will
experience all electives
over the course of the
year as outlined in the
Handbook

Year 8 students will
experience all electives
over the course of the
year as outlined in the
Handbook

Year 9 Offerings
Drama (1)
Music (2)
Visual & Design Arts
(1 or 2)
Italian (2)
Agriculture (1 or 2)
Design & Technologies
(1)
Digital Technologies (1)

(1) and (2) refer to 1 semester (half year) or 2 semesters (full year) studies respectively.
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Advice to Students Before
Selecting Subjects
Curriculum Advice

Parent-Teacher Contact

Clearly in our world of complex educational alternatives, students
and parents need to have available the opportunity for seeking
information and advice.

Parents are encouraged to attend meetings during the year. These
meetings will be included in the Parent Calendar. Structured formal
meetings occur:
•
Early in Term 1 (information)
•
After the first report (individual to discuss progress)

Each student is associated with a Pastoral Care Teacher and Head
of House who are available to provide counselling and support
for the student. A Pastoral Care Teacher takes responsibility for
approximately twenty students and oversees the progress of students
in his/her care across Years 7-12, whilst a Head of House oversees all
Pastoral Care groups within their House.
Additional advice may be obtained from the student's subject
teachers and from the Heads of Faculty who have the overall
responsibility for the quality of work and progress of students within
their faculty. Heads of Faculty are the members of staff with specialist
knowledge of subjects.
Families are encouraged to spend time reading through this booklet
carefully in order to:
•
Discuss preliminary ideas
•
Over the course of the Middle Years (7-9), select elective
subjects from each of the key learning areas
Students are advised not to:
•
Choose a subject just because friends are choosing that subject
•
Choose subjects only on the basis of a teacher's reputation
•
Choose a subject or course just because it is thought to be easy

Students With Special Needs
Inclusive Education:
Rostrevor aims to present a welcoming and supportive Curriculum
Program to its students. Rostrevor strives to offer classes that are
commensurate with student abilities, particularly in literacy and
numeracy.
Our Inclusive Education Co-ordinator organises support for students
having difficulties by way of intervention, the creation of small
tutorial groups and in class support with special provisions for
assessment. Students are encouraged to achieve their personal best.

Extension Opportunities
These opportunities are wide and varied, ranging from in-class
extension, small group and individual programs, as well as programs
outside the College.

Outdoor Education
At the heart of Rostrevor’s Outdoor Education Program are the year
level camps. Rostrevor students are expected to participate in a
program designed to assist them to be self-reliant and independent.
Activities are reviewed frequently and are progressively more
demanding for the students.

Promotions
The basic criteria for promotion includes the notion that each student
is an individual and his case is to be determined on its own merits.
Repeating of a year may be seen as a positive step for students who
have ability, but do not achieve their potential for one reason or
another. Parents of students recommended to repeat are interviewed
before the decision is finalised.
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Parents are invited to contact staff at the College to arrange
interviews at the end of each assessment period. In the event of
academic concerns, contact should be made with the Pastoral
Care Teacher, subject teacher, Head of Faculty, then the Director –
Teaching and Learning. If the concern is related to behaviour, (ie
emotional or psychological), persons to contact are the Pastoral Care
Teacher, Head of House or College counselling services. Matters to do
with co-curricular activities should be addressed to the relevant staff
member or the Co-ordinator – Co-Curricular Activities.

Text Books
The text books utilised by students are issued in electronic and print
based format. Wherever possible, e-texts are utilised for ease of
access. Where print based texts are issued, students are expected
to maintain these in good order. Should books be lost or damaged,
then the students to whom these books belong will be charged
accordingly.

Stationery and Other Materials
Stationery lists of required materials will be made available
electronically for each subject at each year level.

Middle Years Deadline Policy

Ideas Centre
•
•
•

Encourages independent and resource-based learning
Provides access to current and relevant resources and library
services
Focuses on the educational, information, recreational, cultural
needs and interests of students

The resources include:
•
•

•

Collections of print, e-books and audio books, magazines,
online resources and Clickview audio visual database.
A library Intranet page with links to:
•
Library Catalogue
•
Britannica School Encyclopaedia
•
ANZ Reference Centre (access to Australian magazines,
newspapers, reference books etc)
•
Online Reference Generator using Harvard author-date
system
•
Digital Library
Photocopying and printing facilities.

Hours
•
•
•

8.00am-4.30pm Monday to Thursday
8.00am-4.00pm Friday
The Ideas Centre is open during recess and lunch for reading
and quiet study

Further Information for Users
•
•
•

Students are asked to present their ID card to borrow library
material
Students may borrow up to 4 books for 4 weeks
Printing and photocopying credits are included on the
student's ID card with credit added at the beginning of each
year; more credit may be purchased if required

Students in the Middle Years need assistance in the scheduling of
their time to fulfil their commitments to a wide range of subjects.
Subject teachers will work with students to assist with the
development of organisation and time-management skills.

Extensions
Extensions are not an automatic right. They must be negotiated prior
to the due date. Exceptions can be illnesses, injury or compassionate
grounds when a new deadline may be negotiated.

Monitoring and Verifying Assessment Prior to the
Assessment Deadline
All assessment task context sheets will contain the following
information:
Monitoring Date
This is to check that students have made some progress on the task.
For smaller tasks where the period between the issuing of the task
and the verification date is less than one week, a monitoring date is
not required. When a monitoring date is set, the context sheet must
be signed by the subject teacher once student progress has been
observed.
Verification Date
The teacher collects from students a copy of the task and assesses
against criteria for minimum standard. At this point, teachers may
wish to draft the work or make suggestions for improvement. In such
cases, the teacher may request that two copies are submitted by
the verification date. Teachers must sign the context sheet to verify
that a copy has been submitted and/or that it meets the minimum
standard.
Due Date
The teacher collects the final copy of the assessment task. This must
occur during the lesson.

Assignment Distribution
Teachers make available online a copy of the Learning and
Assessment Plan guideline which may vary according to interruptions
to lessons and/or student progress. Teachers upload assessment tasks
so that students have access to these via the Student Portal. Parents
may view their son's workload by logging on to the Parent Portal.
Individual assignments are issued with clear instructions regarding
verification dates and the due date.

Student Submission of Assignments (Evidence of Work) on
the Verification Date
•
•
•
•
•

Teachers will check that students have made some progress on
the task on the Monitoring Date
Teachers will collect a copy of the student's assignment
according to their instructions to students on the Verification
Date
Teachers consider the assignment, or work submitted against
the criteria for the minimum standard
Teachers may provide feedback to students if drafting is required
Students must keep the returned marked work which may be
used in the event that the they do not submit any further work
at the final due date
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Plagiarism
Students Non-Submission of Oral Assignments
Oral presentations or multimodal presentations are unique in that
the time taken for the teacher to hear the oral may extend over a
number of lessons. Regardless, the minimum expectation at the
Verification Date or the Due Date is a written script or accompanying
PowerPoint.

Students Non-Attendance at Tests/Examinations
An alternative time will be set for the student to sit the test or
examination which may be within a detention. A medical certificate
may be requested.

Non-Submission of Assignments (Evidence of Work) on
the Verification Date
If a student does not submit the designated work as instructed by the
teacher on the 'Verification Date', or the work to that point in time
does not meet the minimum standard, the teacher will:
•
Enter a Learning Alert on Scholaris where the severity should be
marked as 'Medium' and check the Alert Parent check box for a
standard email to be sent to parents
•
Issue student with a detention
•
A paper copy of the task should be supplied for the teacher
supervising detention
•
If the student does not complete the task during detention or
the task does not reach the minimum standard, a Learning Alert
is entered on Scholaris where the severity is marked as 'High'
•
At this point, the student will be required to meet with the
Director – Teaching and Learning (or nominee) where any of
the following may be necessary depending on the nature of the
incident:
•
Student to complete Study Modules on time-management,
planning, meeting deadlines, etc
•
Meeting with student and parents
•
For ongoing non-compliance, internal suspension

Student Submission of Assignments on the Designated
Due Date
•

Teachers will collect a copy of the student's assignment
according to their instructions to students on the Due Date

•

Teachers will ensure that they keep monitoring verification and
assignment/work submission records

Student Non-Submission of Assignments on the
Designated Due Date
If a student does not submit an assignment on the designated Due
Date and time the teacher will:
•

•
•
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Enter a Learning Alert on Scholaris where the severity should
be marked as 'High'. At this point, the student will be required
to meet with the Director – Teaching and Learning (or nominee)
where any of the following may be necessary depending on the
nature of the incident:
•
Student to complete Study Modules on time-management,
planning, meeting deadlines, etc
•
Meeting with student and parents
•
For ongoing non-compliance, internal suspension
Use the evidence of work collected at the Verification Date to
determine the result of any student who fails to submit a final
assignment
Alternatively the work completed during detention will be used
to determine the result

Plagiarism is defined as the unacknowledged copying of someone
else's writing or ideas. It is a form of theft that is regarded as very
serious by the College and by the community. Plagiarism is banned
by the Copyright Act (1968) and the SACE Board of SA (South
Australian Certificate of Education). It is unfair to all within the
learning community and deliberate plagiarism will meet with severe
consequences that include a zero mark.
Plagiarism can be avoided by using note-taking sensibly and by citing
all sources of information in bibliographies.
Some subject teachers may instruct their class to utilise Turnitin, a
plagiarism detecting program.

Homework
Philosophy

Time Allocation

Homework is purposeful out of class learning that seeks to enhance
the extent to which each student benefits from his education. It
provides an opportunity for students to consolidate work learnt in
the classroom, to prepare for lifelong learning beyond the classroom
experience and to share their learning with their families. Parents
are encouraged to become involved in their son’s education by
monitoring their learning through the homework set at school.

The time frames listed are given only as guidelines for assigning
homework tasks. Teachers will modify time allocated to homework
according to students’ special needs.

Rostrevor College believes that homework plays an essential role
in educating our students. It gives them experience in following
directions, making judgments and comparisons, raising additional
questions for study, and developing responsibility and self-discipline.
Homework also provides students with opportunities to develop a
certain amount of independence and consequently the opportunity
to take personal responsibility for their own learning.
Rostrevor College recognises that effective learning occurs when
there is a balanced approach to school, homework, co-curricular and
other recreational activities and understands the importance of a
healthy diet and an appropriate learning environment.
Rostrevor College recognises that learning is an on going process,
which takes place in a variety of situations and environments,
including the home, and hence encourages students to complete
homework, as this supports them by:
•
developing independent learning, self discipline, time
management and organisational skills
•
developing skills introduced in class through practice or drill
•
extending their knowledge
•
providing opportunities for individual research and extended
reading; and
•
encouraging good study habits in preparation for further
education

Guidelines
To help assure reasonable consistency and to assure that the College
Homework Policy conforms to good educational practice, the
following guidelines for students, parents and teachers have been
developed. The purpose of the guidelines includes:
•
to help increase the level of communication between home and
school regarding students’ learning experiences
•
to promote continuity and consistency with homework practices
throughout the College
•
to promote and foster positive attitudes and experiences about
homework
•
to assist new teachers, parents and students adjust to
homework practices at Rostrevor College
Please refer to the full document available on the College website for
guidelines for students, parents and teachers:
www.rostrevor.sa.edu.au

Middle Years
It is reasonable that at least four nights per week be allocated
for homework, thus ensuring time is available for students to be
physically active, socialise and participate in other pursuits that
develop them as a well rounded individual. This does not preclude
teachers from setting a Monday deadline for assignment work, nor
does it preclude students completing work on a weekend if they
have been unable to do so on week days due to other important
commitments such as co-curricular work.
There are many tasks that students can perform at home that will
support the development of essential life skills. These may include
playing board games with an adult, teaching an adult something
taught at school, organising their homework area and cleaning their
bedroom, checking nutritional information on food products or
comparing brand prices while shopping etc.
Recommended homework times:
Year 7: 1 hour/evening (4/week)
Year 8: 1¼ hours/evening (4/week)
Year 9: 1½ hours/evening (4/week)
It is advisable that Homework does not exceed 1½ hours on any
one night. Furthermore, this does not include extension reading or
reading for pleasure, which should occur nightly for a minimum of 20
minutes.

Senior Years
The classroom is the place where much of the learning begins.
However, real understanding is confirmed when students review
the work covered in class, test their understanding and extend their
reading.
It is reasonable that at least four nights per week as well as weekend
time be allocated for homework, thus ensuring time is available
for students to be physically active, socialise, work and participate
in other pursuits that develop them as a well rounded individual.
Completing work set in class is only one form of homework. To
consolidate what is covered in class, homework must include
revision, note taking and study.
Year 10: 2 - 2½ hours/evening (4/week) + 3 hours on weekends
Year 11: 2½ - 3 hours/evening (4/week) + 4 hours on weekends
Year 12: 3 - 3½ hours/evening (4/week) + 5 hours on weekends
The times allocated above do not include extension reading or
reading for pleasure, which should occur nightly for a minimum of 30
minutes.
The complete document is available from the Rostrevor College
website: www.rostrevor.sa.edu.au
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Curriculum Overview
Middle Years Academic Curriculum

Core
Subjects

Elective
Subjects

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Religious Education
English
Geography
Health & Physical Education
History
Mathematics
Science

Religious Education
English
Geography
Health & Physical Education
History
Mathematics
Science

Religious Education
English
Geography
Health & Physical Education
History
Mathematics
Science

In addition to the compulsory subjects above,
students will experience each of the electives listed
below over the course of the year:

In addition to the compulsory subjects above, students
will experience each of the electives listed below over
the course of the year:

In addition to the compulsory subjects above,
students will study four choice subjects from the
following:

Agriculture
Creative Arts
Design & Technologies
Digital Technologies
Drama
Italian
Visual & Design Arts

Agriculture
Creative Arts
Design & Technologies
Digital Technologies
Italian
Visual & Design Arts

Agriculture
Design & Technologies
Digital Technologies
Drama
Italian
Music - Performance & Recording
Visual & Design Arts

Senior Years Academic Curriculum

Core
Subjects

Elective
Subjects

12

Year 10

Year 11

Year 12

Religious Education
English
Geography
History
Mathematics
Personal Learning Plan (Stage 1)
Physical Education
Science

Religion Studies (Service Learning)
English (refer to options below)
Mathematics (refer to options below)
Research Project (Stage 2)

Religious Education (Stage 1 or Stage 2 Integrated
Learning)

In addition to the compulsory subjects above,
students will select four units from the following:

In addition to the compulsory subjects above, students
will select six choice subjects from the following:

Agriculture
Business & Economics
Design & Technology - Engineering Technology
Design & Technology - Material Products (Metal)
Design & Technology - Material Products (Wood)
Digital Technologies A
Digital Technologies B
Drama
Human Performance in Sport
Italian
Music
Outdoor Education
Visual Arts - Art
Visual Arts - Design

Accounting
Agriculture & Horticulture
Biology
Business & Enterprise
Chemistry
Community Studies
Design & Technology - Engineering Technology
Design & Technology - Material Products (Metal)
Design & Technology - Material Products (Wood)
Digital Technologies A
Digital Technologies B
Economics
English (Pre-English)
English (Pre-English Literary Studies)
Essential English
Mathematics (Essential)
Mathematics (General)
Mathematics (Methods)
Mathematics (Specialist)
Geography
Italian (Continuers)
Legal Studies
Modern History
Music Advanced
Outdoor Education
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Scientific Studies
Visual Arts - Art
Visual Arts - Design
Vocational Education & Training (VET)

In addition to the compulsory subjects above,
students will select a minimum of four subjects (five
subjects for Music students) from the following:
Accounting
Agricultural Systems
Biology
Business & Enterprise
Chemistry
Community Studies
Design & Technology - Engineering Technology
Design & Technology - Material Products
Economics
English
English Literary Studies
Essential English
Geography
Information Technology
Italian (Continuers)
Legal Studies
Mathematics (Essential)
Mathematics (General)
Mathematics (Methods)
Mathematics (Specialist)
Modern History
Music - Ensemble Performance
Music - Individual Study
Music - Musicianship
Music - Performance Special Study
Music - Solo Performance
Music - Technology
Outdoor Education
Physical Education
Physics
Psychology
Scientific Studies
Visual Arts - Art
Visual Arts - Design
Vocational Education & Training (VET)
Workplace Practices

Embedding Information and
Communication Technologies
Students are encouraged to develop ICT capabilities as they learn
to use ICT effectively and appropriately to access, create and
communicate information and ideas, solve problems and work
collaboratively in all learning areas at school, and in their lives
beyond school. The capability involves students in learning to make
the most of the digital technologies available to them, adapting to
new ways of doing things as technologies evolve and limiting the risks
to themselves and others in a digital environment.
In accordance with the Australian Curriculum ICT capabilities
students develop ICT capability as they learn to use ICT effectively
and appropriately to access, create and communicate information
and ideas, solve problems and work collaboratively in all learning
areas at school, and in their lives beyond school. The capability
involves students in learning to make the most of the digital
technologies available to them, adapting to new ways of doing things
as technologies evolve and limiting the risks to themselves and others
in a digital environment.

Years 7, 8 and 9
Middle Years students will take ownership of a personal digital
device to use within the class and home environments, reducing
the dependence on specialised computer facilities. This will enable
students to develop skills in using ICT for tasks associated with
information access and management, information creation and
presentation, problem solving, decision making, communication,
creative expression, and empirical reasoning. This includes
conducting research, creating multimedia information products,
analysing data, designing solutions to problems, controlling
processes and devices, and supporting computation while working
independently and in collaboration with others.
With the aid of Atomic Learning, an online training resource, students
will have access to tutorials which will assist in developing:
•
computer familiarity and skills in using appropriate applications
to provide solutions to tasks
•
general knowledge of a variety of applications including the
Microsoft Suite
•
skills for accessing online tools and information in a safe manner
•
skills to present work in a professional manner using a variety of
computer software packages
•
appropriate computer, communication and social networking
etiquette
•
competence in using the College's Learning Management System
- Scholaris
•
social and ethical protocols and practices when using ICT

Religious Experience
Religious Education as a subject complements the totality of
the Catholic religious experience. It is taken by all students from
Reception to Year 12.
The religious dimensions of Catholic schools should be best described
as the 'culture' of the school that includes, ultimately, communal
activities. Rituals such as masses, liturgies and sacraments;
experiences such as prayer and retreats are all included and are the
obvious characteristics. The religious dimensions of a Catholic School
pervade the whole school environment - it should be its very life and
experience.
The religious dimensions occur within the very relationships
established both in and out of the classroom, for God is found in
everyday life. All that is learnt and experienced in a Catholic School is
presented with a Catholic perspective in mind.
As a Catholic School, Rostrevor College undertakes to educate
students in the Catholic faith and tradition through a whole school
program. In this way, we seek to integrate the Catholic faith with
the students' lives so that through this opportunity and invitation
an understanding and living out of religion they will help to create a
sense of meaning, purpose and direction in their lives.
Our curriculum is designed to empower young people to live as
disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today and to draw youth to
responsible participation in the life, mission and work of the Catholic
faith community. The content details of the Religious Education
Program will follow in this document.
Through the Rostrevor College culture, its curriculum and its
classroom–based activities, the Religious Education Program
contributes to the achievement of each individual. In so doing, it
seeks to:
•
invite students to become alive and experience the richness of
the Catholic faith
•
develop an appreciation of the love of God, the wonder of God's
creation and the dignity of the human person
•
develop an understanding of self, others and God
•
develop an understanding of the life, faith, tradition and mission
of the Catholic Church
•
increase the acquisition of religious literacy
•
foster skills of reflection, discernment, critical thinking,
forgiveness and deciding how to act in accordance with
conscience
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YEAR 7
SUBJECTS
Agriculture..................................................................................14
Creative Arts...............................................................................15
Design & Technologies...............................................................15
Digital Technologies....................................................................16

Agriculture
Length: 1 term
Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of the
environment and their awareness of the needs of the environment.
In 1923 when Br Purton founded Rostrevor College, he started a small
farm in the hope that agricultural courses would be taught.
Agricultural Science is now offered from Years 7-12. Boys who
participate in this subject are encouraged to take part in a practical
program using the farm's various resources. The farm's resources
include poultry, sheep, cattle, goats, rabbits, bees, vegetable
production, native tree propagation, aquaculture, viticulture and
winemaking.

Aims
Encourage boys to care for the environment.

Drama.........................................................................................16

Intended Outcomes

English........................................................................................17

Increase awareness of agricultural production and generate an
interest in agriculture.

Geography..................................................................................17

Methodology

Health & Physical Education.......................................................18
History........................................................................................18
Italian..........................................................................................19
Mathematics..............................................................................19
Religious Education....................................................................20
Science.......................................................................................20

14 l Year 10 Subjects
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Students will undertake a variety of theoretical and practical tasks
associated with the following topics:
•
Animal care
•
Fast growing vegetables
•
Bees
•
Tastes and preferences
•
Animal behaviour

Assessment
Tasks assessed include book work, practicals, tests, individual and
group based assignments.

Creative Arts

Design & Technologies

Length: 1 semester

Length: 1 term

Students are exposed to a variety of creative arts elements
encouraging their active participation in the development and
presentation of creative arts products.

Aims

Aims
Students analyse and evaluate creative arts products in different
contexts and from various perspectives, and gain an understanding
and appreciation of the ways in which creative arts contribute to
and shape the intellectual, social and cultural life of individuals and
communities.

Intended Outcomes
Creative Arts is primarily focussed on engaging in the development
of creative arts products. By observing, appreciating and reviewing,
students are able to apply their learning to demonstrate their
creative arts skills and knowledge. The communication of personal
or group ideas, opinions and feelings, and self-expression through
chosen areas of the creative arts, are vital to the developmental
process. Understanding the importance of the creative arts
experience in shaping personal identity, discovering personal
strengths, and developing personal aesthetic opinions is a key
element of this learning.

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emphasis on skills based practical activities.
Using a variety of artistic skills – aural, written, verbal,
performance – to ensure that all students can assimilate with
creative interpretation
Provision of a supportive learning environment that encourages
students to be creative and expressive enabling further
development of their learning outcomes
Involvement in individual and collaborative decision making and
task completion
Use of music focussed computing facilities - introduction to basic
wave file manipulation
Recording of performances through digital means
Use of appropriate multimedia methods of instructions
Opportunities to explore projects that integrate elements of
music, art and drama

Assessment
Students participate in a variety of creative contexts, including
exposure to the recording studio and the integration of a variety of
theatrical elements to product a tangible final product.

Design & Technologies is a subject which, although structured, is
varied and flexible enough to allow opportunities and changes to be
made to accommodate and allow most students to achieve personal
levels of success, regardless of their skill or rate of progress.
Students work both individually and in small groups to solve practical
problems following a design cycle that includes the following stages:
•
Investigating
•
Generating
•
Producing
•
Evaluating
•
Collaborating and Managing
Students will:
•
Gain a better understanding and critical awareness of our built
environment
•
Further develop their ability to implement basic design
processes in response to technical problems
•
Develop skills and knowledge in the use of tools and materials
•
Develop the ability to work both individually and in groups
toward a common purpose
•
Engage in areas of technology which promote an
environmentally sustainable future

Intended Outcomes
These units will provide learning experiences that allow a student to
develop the skills to:
•
Select and apply an appropriate design cycle to a series of
practical tasks
•
Illustrate designs using accepted drawing practices
•
Chose suitable materials and use them in an effective and
economic fashion
•
Use a selection of hand tools in a safe and accurate manner

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designing products, processes and systems in response to a
design brief
Investigating how things work
Drawing sketches to show how things are made and how they
work
Experimenting with materials and mechanisms
Devising and constructing model solar vehicles
Using tools to cut, bend and join materials
Working in small teams on a common project
Testing and evaluating the finished project

Assessment
•
•
•

Degree of success in solving practical problems and
communicating solutions
Constructing well-made and carefully designed models
Effective documentation of the design process
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Digital Technologies

Drama

Length: 1 term

Length: 1 term

Aims

Aims

Digital Technologies focuses on further developing understanding
and skills in computational thinking such as decomposing problems
and prototyping; and engaging students with a wider range of
information systems as they broaden their experiences and
involvement in national, regional and global activities.

•
•
•
•

Students plan and manage digital projects to create interactive
information. They define and decompose problems in terms of
functional requirements and constraints. Students design user
experiences and algorithms incorporating branching and iterations,
and test, modify and implement digital solutions. They evaluate
information systems and their solutions in terms of meeting needs,
innovation and sustainability. They analyse and evaluate data from a
range of sources to model and create solutions. They use appropriate
protocols when communicating and collaborating online.

•

Intended Outcomes
These units will provide learning experiences that allow students to
develop the skills to:
•
Understand how to effectively use a personal device on the
school network
•
Use software to solve real world design briefs
•
Develop the ability to work both individually and in groups
toward a common purpose
•
Engage in areas of technology which promote an
environmentally sustainable future

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•

Designing software based products, and systems in response to
a design brief
Creating digital solutions by Defining, Designing, Implementing,
Evaluating, and Collaborating and Managing
Investigating how things work
Working in small teams on a common project
Testing and evaluating the finished project

Assessment
•
•
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Degree of success in solving practical problems and
communicating solutions
Effective documentation of the design process
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To encourage self-confidence and develop communication skills
To develop self-expression and artistic awareness
Awareness of all senses
Collaborative learning, focusing on sharing ideas and cooperation
Provide opportunities to develop movement, speech and
listening skills

Intended Outcomes
Students:
•
Improvise/write a play based on personal experience.
•
Develop miming skills
•
Develop movement skills through music
•
Create characters within a given framework
•
Develop script writing and interpretation skills:
• Journal writing
• Shared story

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•

Oral, aural and written activities
Theatre games
Student directed activities
Movement and relaxation activities
Videos, CD's and tapes

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Script writing – collaborative
Performances – mime/movement/play – practical
Book work – performance journal – written
Puppet making - creative

English

Geography

Length: 2 semesters

Length: 1 semester

Aims

Aims

English is based on the strands of Language, Literature and Literacy.
It aims to develop within students analytical and creative thought
processes, thus it has a focus on the exploration and development of
English skills, strategies, knowledge and understanding for a variety
of purposes and audiences. This is achieved through reading and
viewing, listening and speaking, writing and composing, and using
information and communication technologies for a range of purposes.
The teaching of grammar, punctuation and spelling is both explicit
and embedded into the analysis and composition of texts.
English supports the development of students' personal and social
identity through reading and composing texts. The study of English
involves exploring, responding to and composing texts in, and for a
range of personal, social and cultural contexts in order for students to
appreciate the complexity and power of language.

The teaching of Middle Years Geography aims to develop students'
understanding of the earth and its features; the distribution of life on
earth, including human life and its impacts. It is designed to nurture
students' curiosity about places and the differences between them.
It provides knowledge and understanding about the world we live
in at local, national and global scales. Importantly it shows how
students can positively influence their world towards sustainable
futures. At each year level the course is divided between studies of
environmental processes and human activities.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•

Explores, interprets and critically evaluates a range of texts
containing diverse social, cultural, religious and political
perspectives
Reads, views and listens to a range of texts in order to examine,
evaluate and understand key ideas, purpose, context, audience
and persuasive devices
Produces a range of written, spoken and multimodal texts
demonstrating an understanding of context, audience, purpose
and persuasive and analytical devices

Methodology
A variety of learning approaches are undertaken that cater for
'teacher' and 'student' directed learning. The different learning
styles of students are addressed through the types of activities and
tasks undertaken. The use of multimedia technology, independent,
collaborative and research based practices are common.

Assessment
The strands of Language, Literature and Literacy are covered through:
•
Responding to Texts - students study a range of texts, both
class (novel, short story, play, film, poetry, multimedia) and
independent (Premier's Reading Challenge), in order to begin
to critically analyse and deconstruct some of the structures and
techniques used by the author to convey purpose and position
the reader
•
Critical Reading - a study of a range of short texts or extracts
(written, visual, oral, multimodal) where students read for
meaning and identify context, audience and purpose through
the persuasive devices used by the author
•
Creating Texts: Written and Oral - students compose their own
texts to demonstrate their understanding of the text type,
eg narrative, recount, descriptive, speech, interview, opinion
piece, to demonstrate their understanding of context, purpose,
audience and the conventions of the text type
•
Independent Reading - students are encouraged to read
independently and complete an assessment task per semester
to provide evidence of independent reading skills, including
comprehension, analysis and prediction skills
•
Students undertake an end of year examination weighted
at 15%. Examinations are in the form of online Progressive
Achievement Tests (PAT) in Comprehension, Spelling, Vocabulary,
Grammar and Punctuation

Intended Outcomes
Complementing their study of Geography, students will also
acquire insight regarding the discipline of Business and Economics.
The emphasis in Year 7 is on personal, community, national or
regional issues or events, with opportunities for concepts to also be
considered in the global context where appropriate.

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning
approaches and ability levels:
•
Encouraging students to negotiate particular aspects of the
course content and learning experiences
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work,
oral presentations, resource-based research, journals and role
play
•
Using multimedia and GIS technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and
various practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow
success for all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Research assignments
•
Fieldwork reports
•
Multimedia presentations
•
GIS mapping
•
Tests
•
Book work
•
An end of year examination weighted at 10%
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Health & Physical Education

History

Length: 2 semesters

Length: 1 semester

Aims

Aims

The Health & Physical Education learning area in the Middle Years
in general focuses on a holistic concept of health and well-being.
It recognises the physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual
dimensions of the health and well-being of the individual. Students
plan, act and reflect in order to develop the essential knowledge and
understandings, attitudes, values and skills which promote health
practices, encourage participation in regular physical activity and
support the maintenance of a healthy lifestyle.

•

Intended Outcomes
Having completed Health & Physical Education in the Middle Years,
students will:
•
Know and understand health and physical activity concepts that
enable them to make informed decisions for a healthy, active
lifestyle
•
Exhibit attitudes and values that promote personal, family and
community health, and participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate the movement skills and strategies for confident
participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate self-management skills which enable them to make
informed decisions for healthy, active lifestyles
•
Demonstrate the interpersonal skills necessary for effective
relationships and healthy, active lifestyles

Methodology
The Year 7 Program consists of 3 core and 3 elective modules, as seen
below.
Core Modules x 3
Athletics, Aquatics and
Gymnastics

Year 7
Physical Education
Program

Module 1
Hitting and Tracking Focus
eg Softball - Volleyball - Tennis
Module 2
Kicking and Trapping Focus
eg Futsal - Speedball - Football
Module 3
Throwing and Catching Focus
eg Touch - Baseball - Sofcrosse

The Year 7 Program consists of 3 core modules, as seen below.
Module 7A
The Health of Australians
and our Lifestyle

Year 7
Physical Education
Program

Module 7B
Physical Health and
Physical Fitness
Module 7C
Making choices relative
to our health

Assessment
Students' performance is assessed based on their performance in
class in line with the general College Assessment Policy.
Student achievement is gauged using set criteria: (i) Participation in
Class; (ii) Skill Acquisition; (iii) Skill Execution; (iv) Tactical Application;
(v) Preparation for Class.
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•

How values, including freedom, respect, inclusion, civility,
responsibility, compassion, equality and a 'fair go', can promote
cohesion within Australian society
How Australia's legal system aims to provide justice, through the
rule of law, presumption of innocence, burden of proof, right to
a fair trial and right to legal representation

Intended Outcomes
The Year 7 course introduces the nature of historical inquiry and
with history from the time of the earliest human communities to
the end of the Ancient period (c 6000 BCE - c 500 AD). This historical
period establishes the defining characteristics of human societies and
will include depth studies into societies such as Egypt or Greece or
Rome and China or India or Australasia. The course also includes the
study of Civics and Citizenship, detailing the liberation and freedoms
enjoyed in the modern world and correlating instances that occurred
circa the ancient period.
•
Students are able to describe the contribution of different
methodologies (eg stratigraphy) in finding out about the past
•
Students use relevant concepts and chronological terms (eg
BC/AD, BCE/CE) to demonstrate a broad understanding of the
development of ancient societies. They describe the main
features of ancient societies and their legacy
•
Students are able to investigate the past using a guided plan to
conduct an appropriate historical inquiry
•
Students are able to communicate their findings through
structured historical descriptions and explanations, with
reference to evidence
•
Students are able to critically analyse a variety of historical
sources

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning
approaches and ability levels:
•
Encouraging students to negotiate particular aspects of the
course content and learning experiences
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work,
oral presentations, resource-based research, journals, role play
etc
•
Using multimedia technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and
various practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow
success for all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Critical analysis of a variety of primary and secondary sources
•
Oral presentations including speeches, debates, interviews, role
play, performance and discussion
•
Research activities
•
Extended responses including discursive, imaginative and
empathetic tasks
•
Reports, recounts and journals
•
Posters, cartoons etc
•
Use of multimedia such as websites and PowerPoint
presentations to communicate findings
•
An end of year examination weighted at 10%

Italian

Mathematics

Length: 1 term

Length: 2 semesters

Aims

Aims

The study of Italian is organised into the two interrelated strands of
Communicating and Understanding. In Year 7, students are beginning
their study of Italian. Students explore intercultural experiences and
perspectives, particularly through comparison with Italian. Students
read, view and interact with a range of texts for a variety of purposes
(for example, informational and transactional). They use a range of
processing strategies and draw on understanding of text conventions
and patterns in language to comprehend and create texts. They plan,
draft and present informative, imaginative and persuasive texts, and
participate in collaborative tasks and in discussions.

Year 7 students will undertake a Mathematics course suited to their
ability. At this year level, two courses are offered - an Intermediate
level and a Foundations level. Students enhance their mathematical
ability in the four major proficiency strands of Understanding,
Fluency, Problem Solving and Reasoning.

Intended Outcomes
Students learn how to closely analyse the relationship between
language and culture to identify cultural references in texts and
consider how language communicates perspectives and values.
They compare their own language(s) and Italian, and reflect on
intercultural experiences, including the process of moving between
languages and cultural systems.

Methodology
Activities will involve:
•
Oral interaction, listening, writing and responding
•
Games, songs
•
Viewing film, TV
•
Listening to audio recordings
•
Individual, pair and group work
•
Role play
•
ICT

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Communicating – aural, written and oral
Understanding – vocabulary, grammar, culture
Informing – share, summarise ideas and information
Creating – written and oral
Translating – aural, written and oral

Intended Outcomes
Students will work through three main curriculum areas from
the Australian Curriculum: Number and Algebra, Statistics and
Probability, and Measurement and Geometry. Whilst undertaking
these curriculum areas, emphasis is placed on the four proficiency
strands:
•
Understanding includes describing patterns in uses of indices
with whole numbers, recognising equivalences between
fractions, decimals, percentages and ratios, plotting points on
the Cartesian plane, identifying angles formed by a transversal
crossing a pair of lines, and connecting the laws and properties
of numbers to algebraic terms and expressions
•
Fluency includes calculating accurately with integers,
representing fractions and decimals in various ways,
investigating best buys, finding measures of central tendency
and calculating areas of shapes and volumes of prisms
•
Problem Solving includes formulating and solving authentic
problems using numbers and measurements, working with
transformations and identifying symmetry, calculating angles
and interpreting sets of data collected through chance
experiments
•
Reasoning includes applying the number laws to calculations,
applying known geometric facts to draw conclusions about
shapes, applying an understanding of ratio and interpreting data
displays
In order to achieve this, students will undertake the topics outlined
below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Properties of numbers
Statistics
Money and financial
mathematics
Fractions and decimals
Percentages
Algebra and equations
Ratio and probability

•
•
•
•
•

Measurement
Line graphs and
co-ordinates
Lines, angles and
parallelism
Polygons
Shape and translation

Methodology
A variety of approaches, including group work, individual research
and skills development exercises will be used to enable students to
investigate mathematical concepts and deepen their understanding
of them. An emphasis will be placed on the effective communication
of mathematical ideas.
Where applicable, students will be introduced to the use of
spreadsheets, graphing packages and programs to develop geometric
concepts. Students will be encouraged to use these tools as well as
research skills involving electronic encyclopaedia and the Internet in
project work.

Assessment
Assessment will be designed to test the achievement standards
outlined in the Australian Curriculum and will include tests,
investigations and folio tasks. In addition, students will undertake an
end of year examination weighted at 20%.
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Religious Education

Science

Length: 2 semesters

Length: 2 semesters

Aims

Aims

Students should be able to:
•
Communicate ideas, express opinions and show an appreciation
of the view of others
•
Identify and apply ideals and values as the foundation of moral
decision making
•
Value and apply skills of co-operative learning
•
Identify and use the skills of inquiry and research
•
Demonstrate a knowledge and appreciation of the traditions,
teachings and practices of the Christian Church, and the Catholic
Church in particular
•
Reflect upon and respond to a variety of texts in a critical and
analytical manner
•
Appreciate the significance of the interconnectedness of
humanity and the environment
•
Appreciate the role of service in the College and wider
community

The Middle Years Science Curriculum provides students with a solid
foundation in science knowledge, understanding, skills and values on which
further learning and adult life can be built.
The Year 7 curriculum introduces students to authentic laboratory work.
Students will become accustomed with the disciplines: biology, physics,
chemistry and earth science. Through investigations students develop an
understanding of the Scientific Enquiry.
As a result of learning in such an environment, students will achieve:
•
Improved levels of attainment, engagement and retention in the science
area
•
Improved insight into the relevance of school learning in the real world
•
Better understanding of the applications of science in industry and
research
•
Effective transfer of knowledge and skills, through a range of
experiences and assessment
•
Awareness of contemporary issues that science presents in society

Intended Outcomes

Students should be able to:
•
Describe techniques to separate pure substances from mixtures
•
Represent and predict the effects of unbalanced forces, including Earth’s
gravity, on motion
•
Explain how the relative positions of the Earth, sun and moon affect
phenomena on Earth
•
Analyse how the sustainable use of resources depends on the way they
are formed and cycle through Earth systems
•
Predict the effect of environmental changes on feeding relationships
and classify and organise diverse organisms based on observable
differences
•
Describe situations where scientific knowledge from different science
disciplines has been used to solve a real-world problem
•
Explain how the solution was viewed by, and impacted on, different
groups in society
•
Identify questions that can be investigated scientifically
•
Plan fair experimental methods, identifying variables to be changed and
measured
•
Select equipment that improves fairness and accuracy and describe how
they considered safety
•
Draw on evidence to support their conclusions
•
Summarise data from different sources, describe trends and refer to the
quality of their data when suggesting improvements to their methods
•
Communicate their ideas, methods and findings using scientific
language and appropriate representations

Students develop an understanding and appreciation of:
•
Christian beliefs
•
The Christian belief that all persons are made in the image of
God
•
Sacred texts
•
Ways Christians are challenged to be a community of faith, hope
and love for the world
•
Sacraments
•
Moral decision making

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class discussions
Deconstruction of contemporary songs
Viewing film
Individual, pair and group work
Role play
Debates
Journal writing
Research based learning
ICT
Encouraging students to engage in practical ways in their
faith journey through taking part in Mass, Liturgies and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Group/oral presentations
Research assignments
Posters
PowerPoint and multimedia presentations
Liturgies
Tests
Role plays
Reflective writing
An end of year examination weighted at 10%
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Intended Outcomes

Methodology
Students will develop skills and learn concepts associated with Science but be
encouraged to apply these concurrently.
The core skills and concepts associated with Science, as identified by our staff
as pre-requisite knowledge for Senior School subjects, will be delivered within
interdisciplinary themes or topics. Online and offline hands-on activities will
be developed with a view to utilising contemporary pedagogy so as to ensure
that the instructional strategies meet the needs of the different learning styles
of all students.

Assessment
The assessment includes:
•
Scientific Investigations
•
Projects
•
Research Investigations
•
Timed Tasks
In addition, students will undertake an end of year examination
weighted at 20%.

Visual & Design Arts
Length: 1 term
Aims
This unit explores and develops ideas and skills through practical
activities allowing all students to present work at their personal level
of maturity. It permits students to explore their world and experience
creatively.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use observation and research to express ideas
Organise elements of design
Select, modify and present works of art
Maintain a sketch book
Use appropriate language to describe and interpret art works
Understand how art works are made within their historical and
cultural context

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical and written activities
Drawing (developing skills of drawing)
Three dimensional studies
Digital photography (basic principles)
Painting (introduction of colour and technique)
Design
Work sheets
Multimedia presentation
Excursion to gallery (if appropriate)
Computer generated images and digital art
Images produced with electronic assistance
Exploration with a variety of colour media

Assessment
•
•
•

Maintaining a sketch book
Practical use of skills, techniques and processes
Analysing and interpreting visual art works (theory)
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YEAR 8
SUBJECTS
Agriculture................................................................................... 22
Creative Arts................................................................................ 23
Design & Technologies................................................................ 23
Digital Technologies..................................................................... 24
English......................................................................................... 24
Geography................................................................................... 25

Agriculture
Length: 1 term (Compulsory)
Aims
Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of the
environment and their awareness of the needs of the environment.
In 1923 when Br Purton founded Rostrevor College, he started a small
farm in the hope that agricultural courses would be taught.
Agricultural Science is now offered from Years 7-12. Boys who
participate in this subject are encouraged to take part in a practical
program using the farm's various resources. The farm concentrates
on poultry, sheep, cattle, goats, bees, vegetable production,
native tree propagation, pasture improvement, cereal production,
aquaculture, viticulture and winemaking.

Intended Outcomes
•
•

Health & Physical Education........................................................ 25
History......................................................................................... 26
Italian........................................................................................... 26
Mathematics............................................................................... 27

•
•
•
•
•

Religious Education..................................................................... 27
Science........................................................................................ 28
Visual & Design Arts.................................................................... 28

Increase awareness and an interest in agriculture
Develop understanding of the principles and practice of
agriculture and the inter-dependence of scientific, economic and
social factors in the management of agricultural systems
Perform operations relating to plant and animal production
Understand the importance of the rural industry in Australia
Applied Science – apply scientific knowledge to practical
situations
Understand the role of ecology and the place of agriculture in
land use
Develop skills and lifelong interest – pet care, vegetables,
poultry, pruning

Methodology
Students will undertake a variety of theoretical and practical tasks
associated with the following topics:
•
Environment/Climate
•
Incubation
•
Poultry/Beef Cattle
•
Worms/Composting
•
Crops
•
Sheep/Wool
•
Dairy Cattle
•
Machines
•
Aquaculture
•
Herbs

Assessment
Tasks assessed include book work, practicals, tests, individual and
group based assignments.
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Creative Arts

Design & Technologies

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Length: 1 term (Compulsory)

Students undertake a specialised study within or across one or more
arts disciplines. They actively participate in the development and
presentation of creative arts products. These may take the form of,
for example, musicals, plays, concerts, digital media, film and video,
public arts projects, community performances, presentations and
installations, and vocal groups or other ensembles.

Design & Technologies is a subject which, although structured, is
varied and flexible enough to allow opportunities and changes to be
made to accommodate and allow most students to achieve personal
levels of success, regardless of their skill or rate of progress.

Aims

Students analyse and evaluate creative arts products in different
contexts and from various perspectives, and gain an understanding
and appreciation of the ways in which creative arts contribute to
and shape the intellectual, social, and cultural life of individuals and
communities.

Intended Outcomes
•

Creative Arts is primarily focussed on engaging in the
development of creative arts products. By observing,
appreciating and reviewing, students are able to apply their
larning to demonstrate their creative arts skills and knowledge.
The communication of personal or group ideas, opinions,
and feelings, and self-expression through chosen areas of
the creative arts, are vital to the developmental process.
Understanding the importance of the creative arts experience
in shaping personal identity, discovering personal strengths, and
developing personal aesthetic opinions is a key element of this
learning.

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strong emphasis on skills based practical activities
Using a variety of artistic skills – aural, written, verbal
performance – to ensure that all students can assimilate with
creative interpretation
Provision of a supportive learning environment that encourages
students to be creative and expressive enabling further
development of their learning outcomes
Involvement in individual and collaborative decision making and
task completion
Use of music focussed computing facilities – introduction to
basis wave file manipulation
Recording of performances through digital means
Use of appropriate multimedia methods of instructions
Opportunities to explore projects that integrate elements of
music, art and drama

Assessment
Students participate in a musical ensemble, experience digital media
with a focus on film and video, and work to integrate a variety of
theatrical elements to produce a tangible final product.

Middle Years Design & Technologies expose students to four
disciplines:
•
Woodwork
•
Metalwork
•
Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Manufacture
•
Control Technology
Students cover one discipline every five weeks. Courses are mainly
practical, based on workshop exercises and emphasise the approach
of designing, making and critiquing.

Aims

Students will:
•
Investigate and explain the design, production and use of a
product and how it is affected by the environment they use it in
•
Participate in the creation and preparation of a product design
appropriate to their own needs
•
Organise, implement and adjust the necessary production
process to complete the design project
•
Evaluate the quality of their own product and process

Intended Outcomes

These units will provide learning experiences that allow a student to
develop the skills to:
•
Examine the suitability and design of an everyday article
•
Consider the options and constraints in the project designs
•
Interpret and use graphic representation to explain the design
concept
•
Translate designs and plans into products and processes
•
Select correct equipment, manage time and resources in an
appropriate manner
•
Monitor and control quality in creating products
•
Apply appropriate and safe use of workshop equipment
•
Assess how well a product has fulfilled its purpose/function and
quality of production

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Designing products, processes and systems in response to a
design brief
Investigating how things work
Drawing sketches to show how things are made and how they
work
Experimenting with materials and mechanisms
Using tools to cut, bend and join materials
Working in small teams on a common project
Testing and evaluating the finished project

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Completion of all class and homework
Degree of success in solving practical problems and
communicating solutions effectively
Constructing well made and carefully designed models
Effective documentation of the design process
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Digital Technologies

English

Length: 1 term (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

This course exposes students to contemporary software packages
and new technologies that are the basis for effective communication
of information. As students continue to develop their skills and
understanding of the technologies, they will be encouraged to take
greater control of their learning process. The course will provide
opportunities for their personal creativity to be expressed through
appropriate use of digital technologies.

Aims

Aims
Throughout this course students will be developing new skills and
build upon existing skill sets. The structure of the unit will allow
students of different abilities to develop knowledge and skills
and apply them to develop their own digital media. Students will
be encouraged and given the opportunity to extend, allowing a
challenging course for more gifted students.
Students will utilise the diverse software suite at Rostrevor College
and develop integrated, effective materials to cover a variety of
outcomes.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•

Microsoft Office Suite – Word, PowerPoint, Excel
Producing and formatting documents for communication
Developing effective and creative presentations
Coding – Introduction to Text-Based Coding in a range of
languages including JavaScript, HTML and CSS
Game Design – Game Maker
Create sprites and environments
Solve problems with 2D maze based system

Methodology
•
•
•
•

Strong emphasis on skills based practical activities and design
Developing effective communication skills utilising a range of
software packages
Provision of an open learning environment that encourages
students to be more responsible for their learning outcomes
Involvement in individual and collaborative decision making and
task completion

Assessment
Assessment will be based upon demonstrated skill and development
of enhanced techniques. Students will be required to create a
portfolio across this course for assessment based on their individual
progression and ability to extend basic knowledge and techniques
used.
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English is based on the strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. It aims
to develop within students analytical and creative thought processes,
thus it has a focus on the exploration and development of English skills,
strategies, knowledge and understanding for a variety of audiences, contexts
and purposes. This is achieved through reading and viewing, listening and
speaking, writing and composing, and using information and communication
technologies for a range of audiences, contexts and purposes. The teaching
of grammar, punctuation and spelling is both explicit and embedded into the
analysis and composing of texts.
The study of English involves exploring, responding to and composing texts in,
and for a range of personal, social and cultural contexts in order for students to
appreciate the complexity and power of language.
In Year 8 LEAP and Foundation classes are offered. LEAP aims to extend
students in the areas of language, literature and literacy and is designed for
those who have a demonstrated aptitude for the subject. Foundation aims to
provide an intense language, literature and literacy program for students who
have either significant learning needs or require a substantial interventionist
program in order to develop and consolidate knowledge and skills.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•

Explores, interprets and critically evaluates a range of texts containing
diverse social, cultural, religious and political perspectives
Reads, views and listens to a range of texts in order to examine, evaluate,
analyse and understand key ideas, purpose, context, audience and
persuasive devices
Produces a range of written, spoken and multimodal texts demonstrating
an understanding of context, audience, purpose and persuasive and
analytical devices
Understands the significance of the role of the author in the construction
of texts

Methodology
A variety of learning approaches are undertaken that cater for 'teacher'
and 'student' directed learning. The different learning styles of students are
addressed through the types of activities and tasks undertaken. The use
of multimedia technology, independent, collaborative and research based
practices are common.

Assessment
The strands of Language, Literature and Literacy are covered through:
•
Responding to Texts - a study of a range of texts, both class (novel, short
story, play, film, poetry, multimedia) and independent (novel, short story,
media, Premier's Reading Challenge) in order for students to begin to
critically analyse and deconstruct some of the structures and techniques
used by authors to create context, purpose and position the reader
•
Critical Reading - a study of a range of short texts or extracts (written,
visual, oral, multimodal) where students read for meaning and identify
context, audience and purpose through the persuasive devices used by
the author
•
Creating Texts: Written and Oral - students compose their own texts to
demonstrate their understanding of the text type, eg narrative, recount,
descriptive, speech, interview, opinion piece, to demonstrate their
understanding of context, purpose, audience and the conventions of the
text type
•
Independent Reading - students are encouraged to read independently
and complete an assessment task per semester to provide evidence
of independent reading skills, including comprehension, analysis and
prediction skills
•
Students undertake an end of year examination weighted at 15%.
Examinations are in the form of online Progressive Achievement
Tests (PAT) in Comprehension, Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and
Punctuation

Geography

Health & Physical Education

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Aims

Aims

The teaching of Middle Years Geography aims to develop students'
understanding of the earth and its features; the distribution of life on
earth, including human life and its impacts. It is designed to nurture
students' curiosity about places and the differences between them.
It provides knowledge and understanding about the world we live
in at local, national and global scales. Importantly it shows how
students can positively influence their world towards sustainable
futures. At each year level the course is divided between studies of
environmental processes and human activities.

The Health & Physical Education learning area in the Middle Years
in general focuses on a holistic concept of health and well-being.
It recognises the physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual
dimensions of the health and well-being of the individual. Students
plan, act and reflect in order to develop the essential knowledge and
understandings, attitudes, values and skills which promote health
practices, encourage participation in regular physical activity and
support the maintenance of a healthy lifestyle.

Intended Outcomes
Complementing their study of Geography, students will also
undertake learning in Business and Economics. The emphasis in
Year 8 is on national and regional issues, with opportunities for the
concepts to also be considered in relation to local community or
global issues where applicable.

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning
approaches and ability levels:
•
Encouraging students to negotiate particular aspects of the
course content and learning experiences
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work,
oral presentations, resource-based research, journals and role
play
•
Using multimedia and GIS technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and
various practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

Intended Outcomes
Having completed Health & Physical Education in the Middle Years,
students will:
•
Know and understand health and physical activity concepts that
enable them to make informed decisions for a healthy, active
lifestyle
•
Exhibit attitudes and values that promote personal, family and
community health, and participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate the movement skills and strategies for confident
participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate self-management skills which enable them to make
informed decisions for healthy, active lifestyles
•
Demonstrate the interpersonal skills necessary for effective
relationships and healthy, active lifestyles

Methodology
The Year 8 Program consists of 3 core and 3 elective modules, as seen
below. It builds upon learning developed in Year 7.
Core Modules x 3
Athletics, Aquatics and
Body in Motion

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow
success for all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Research assignments
•
Fieldwork reports
•
Multimedia presentations
•
GIS mapping
•
Tests
•
Book work
•
The use of an end of year examination weighted at 10%

Year 8
Physical Education
Program

Module 1
Hitting and Tracking Focus
eg Softball - Volleyball - Tennis
Module 2
Kicking and Trapping Focus
eg Futsal - Speedball - Football
Module 3
Throwing and Catching Focus
eg Touch - Baseball - Sofcrosse

The Year 8 Program consists of 3 core modules, as seen below.
Module 8A
The Health of Australians
and our Lifestyle

Year 8
Physical Education
Program

Module 8B
Physical Health and
Physical Fitness
Module 8C
Making choices relative
to our health

Assessment
Students' performance is assessed based on their performance in
class in line with the general College Assessment Policy.
Student achievement is gauged using set criteria: (i) Participation in
Class; (ii) Skill Acquisition; (iii) Skill Execution; (iv) Tactical Application;
(v) Preparation for Class.
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History

Italian

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Aims

Aims

•

The study of Italian is organised into the two interrelated strands of
Communicating and Understanding. Students make cross-curricular
connections and explore intercultural experiences and perspectives,
particularly through comparison with Italian. Students read, view and
interact with a widening range of texts for a variety of purposes (for
example, informational, transactional, imaginative and expressive).
They use a range of processing strategies and draw on understanding
of text conventions and patterns in language to comprehend and
create texts. They plan, draft and present informative, imaginative
and persuasive texts, and participate in collaborative tasks and in
discussions.

Students identify the freedoms that enable active participation
in Australia's democracy within the bounds of the law, including
freedom of speech, association, assembly, religion and movement

Intended Outcomes
The Year 8 course covers history from the end of the Ancient period to the
beginning of the Modern period (c 500-1750). Students study an overview
of the Middle Ages (which were marked by significant social, economic,
religious and political changes) and conduct depth studies into The Magna
Carta, Vikings, Medieval Europe, Feudal Japan and the Black Death. The
course also includes the study of Civics and Citizenship, detailing the
liberation and freedoms enjoyed in the modern world, consequent to
redemptive events of the Middle Ages.
•
Students are able to identify the main features of past societies and
produce explanations of the significance of these features to the
development of that society
•
Students are able to identify significant changes and continuities
over time and show an understanding of cause and consequence in
their explanations
•
Students are able to recognise why some events, people and
changes might be judged as more historically significant than others
•
When inquiring into the past, students follow a deliberate research
process such as posing an inquiry question and sub-questions
to develop a research focus, identifying information needed and
planning tasks. Their inquiries show refinement through the
incorporation of different perspectives and evidence

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning approaches
and ability levels:
•
Encouraging students to negotiate particular aspects of the course
content and learning experiences
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work, oral
presentations, resource-based research, journals, role play etc
•
Using multimedia technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and various
practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow success
for all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Critical analysis of a variety of primary and secondary sources
•
Oral presentations including speeches, debates, interviews, role play,
performance and discussion
•
Research activities
•
Essay writing including discursive, imaginative and empathetic
responses
•
Reports, recounts and journals
•
Posters, cartoons etc
•
Use of multimedia such as websites and PowerPoint
presentations to communicate findings
•
Model building
•
The use of an end of year examination weighted at 10%
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Intended Outcomes
Students consolidate their understanding and use of regular forms
and familiar grammatical structures. They also notice exceptions
to rules, for example, irregular forms. They learn to experiment
with past and future tenses in their own texts. Students learn how
to closely analyse the relationship between language and culture
to identify cultural references in texts and consider how language
communicates perspectives and values. They compare their own
language(s) and Italian, and reflect on intercultural experiences,
including the process of moving between languages and cultural
systems.

Methodology
Activities will involve:
•
Oral interaction, listening, writing and responding.
•
Games, song, proverbs, poems
•
Viewing film, TV
•
Listening to audio recordings
•
Individual, pair and group work
•
Role play
•
Text book and work book, ICT

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Communicating – aural, written and oral
Understanding – vocabulary, grammar, culture
Informing – share, summarise ideas and information
Creating – written, oral, multimodal
Translating – aural, written and oral

Mathematics

Religious Education

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Aims

Aims

Year 8 students will undertake a Mathematics course suited to their
ability. At this year level, three courses are offered - LEAP, Intermediate
and Foundation.

Students should be able to:
•
Communicate ideas, express opinions and show an
appreciation of the view of others
•
Identify and apply ideals and values as the foundation of moral
decision making
•
Value and apply skills of co-operative learning
•
Identify and use the skills of inquiry and research
•
Demonstrate a knowledge and appreciation of the traditions,
teachings and practices of the Christian Church, and the
Catholic Church in particular
•
Reflect upon and respond to a variety of texts in a critical and
analytical manner
•
Appreciate the significance of the interconnectedness of
humanity and the environment
•
Appreciate the role of service in the College and wider
community

Students enhance their mathematical ability in the four major
proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and
Reasoning.

Intended Outcomes
Students will be working through three main curriculum areas from the
Australian Curriculum: Number and Algebra, Statistics and Probability,
and Measurement and Geometry. Whilst undertaking these curriculum
areas, emphasis is placed on the four proficiency strands:
•
Understanding includes describing patterns involving indices and
recurring decimals, identifying commonalities between operations
with algebra and arithmetic, connecting rules for linear relations
their graphs, explaining the purpose of statistical measures and
explaining measurements of perimeter and area
•
Fluency includes calculating accurately with simple decimals,
indices and integers, recognising equivalence of common decimals
and fractions including recurring decimals, factorising and
simplifying basic algebraic expressions and evaluating perimeters,
areas of common shapes and their volumes and three dimensional
objects
•
Problem Solving includes formulating and modelling practical
situations involving ratios, profit and loss, areas and perimeters of
common shapes and using two-way tables and Venn diagrams to
calculate probabilities
•
Reasoning includes justifying the result of a calculation or
estimation as reasonable, deriving profitability from its
complement, using congruence to deduce properties of triangles,
finding estimates of means and proportions of populations
In order to achieve this, students will undertake the topics outlined
below:
•
•
•
•
•

Real numbers
Percentages
Laws of algebra and
equations
Rates
Measurement

•
•
•
•

Probability and statistics
Co-ordinate geometry
Ratio and proportion
Congruence and translation

Intended Outcomes
Students develop an understanding and appreciation of:
•
Christian beliefs
•
The Christian belief that all persons are made in the image of
God
•
Sacred texts
•
Ways Christians are challenged to be a community of faith,
hope and love for the world
•
Sacraments
•
Moral decision making

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Methodology
A variety of approaches, including group work, individual research
and skills development exercises will be used to enable students to
investigate mathematical concepts and deepen their understanding of
them. An emphasis will be placed on the effective communication of
mathematical ideas.
Where applicable, students will be introduced to the mathematical
concepts through STEM based hands on projects working in
collaboration with both their Science and Technology subjects. The
use of spreadsheets and graphing packages will be used to develop
geometric concepts. Students will be encouraged to use these tools
as well as research skills involving electronic encyclopaedia and the
Internet in project work.

Class discussions
Deconstruction of contemporary songs
Viewing film
Individual, pair and group work
Role play
Debates
Journal writing
Research based learning
ICT
Encouraging students to engage in practical ways in their
faith journey through taking part in Mass, Liturgies and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Group/oral presentations
Research assignments
Posters
PowerPoint and multimedia presentations
Liturgies
Tests
Role plays
Reflective writing
An end of year examination weighted at 10%

Assessment
Assessment will be designed to test the achievement standards outlined
in the Australian Curriculum and will include tests, investigations
and folio tasks. In addition, students will undertake an end of year
examination weighted at 20%.
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Science

Visual & Design Arts

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)
Aims

Length: 1 term (Compulsory)

The Middle Years Science Curriculum provides students with a solid
foundation in science knowledge, understanding, skills and values on which
further learning and adult life can be built.
During the Middle Years, students study science concepts associated
with each of the disciplines: biology, physics, chemistry and earth science.
Contemporary contexts are included in which science will be learned and
issues and recent research to enhance understanding of science in the world.
As a result of learning in such an environment, students will achieve:
•
Improved levels of attainment, engagement and retention in the
Science area
•
Improved insight into the relevance of their school learning in the real
world
•
Better understanding of the applications of science in industry and
research
•
Effective transfer of knowledge and skills, through a range of
experiences and assessment
•
Awareness of contemporary issues that science presents in society

Aims
This unit explores and develops ideas and skills through practical
activities allowing all students to present work at their personal
level of maturity. It permits students to explore their world and
experiences creatively.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use observation, research and experiences to express ideas and
feelings
Use art elements, skills and techniques
Present works for a particular audience
Document sources, ideas and evaluation of works in a sketch
book
Use appropriate language to describe and interpret art works
Understand how art works are produced within their historical
and cultural context

Intended Outcomes

Methodology

Students should be able to:
•
Compare physical and chemical changes and use the particle model to
explain and predict the properties and behaviours of substances
•
Identify different forms of energy and describe how energy transfers
and transformations cause change in simple systems
•
Compare processes of rock formation, including the time scales
involved
•
Analyse the relationship between structure and function at cell, organ
and body system levels
•
Examine the different science knowledge used in occupations
•
Explain how evidence has led to an improved understanding of a
scientific idea and describe situations in which scientists collaborated to
generate solutions to contemporary problems
•
Identify and construct questions and problems that they can investigate
scientifically
•
Consider safety and ethics when planning investigations, including
designing field or experimental methods
•
Identify variables to be changed, measured and controlled; students
construct representations of their data to reveal and analyse patterns
and trends, and use these when justifying their conclusions
•
Explain how modifications to methods could improve the quality of
their data and apply their own scientific knowledge and investigation
findings to evaluate claims made by others
•
Use appropriate language and representations to communicate science
ideas, methods and findings in a range of text types

Assessment

Methodology
Students will develop skills and learn concepts associated with Science but be
encouraged to apply these concurrently.
The core skills and concepts associated with Science, as identified by our
staff as pre-requisite knowledge for Senior School subjects, will be delivered
within interdisciplinary themes or topics. Online and offline hands-on
activities will be developed with a view to utilising contemporary pedagogy
so as to ensure that the instructional strategies meet the needs of the
different learning styles of all students.

Assessment

The assessment includes:
•
•

Scientific Investigations
Research Investigations

•
•

Projects
Timed Tasks

Students will undertake an end of year examination weighted at 20%.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical and written activities
Drawing (adapting images from various sources)
Three dimensional studies (sculpture/ceramics)
Digital photography techniques
Colour media (acrylic, paint, pastels, pencil, watercolours)
Design
Work sheets
Gallery visit (if appropriate)
Images produced with electronic assistance
Computer generated images and digital art
Maintaining a sketch book
Practical use of skills, techniques and processes
Analysing and interpreting visual art works (theory)

YEAR 9
SUBJECTS

Agriculture
Length: 1 or 2 semesters (Elective)
Aims

Agriculture.................................................................................... 29
Design & Technologies................................................................. 30
Digital Technologies...................................................................... 30
Drama........................................................................................... 31

Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of the
environment and their awareness of the needs of the environment.
In 1923 when Br Purton founded Rostrevor College, he started a small
farm in the hope that agricultural courses would be taught.
Agricultural Science is now offered from Years 7-12. Boys who
participate in this subject are encouraged to take part in a practical
program using the farm's various resources. The farm concentrates
on poultry, sheep, cattle, goats, bees, vegetable production,
native tree propagation, pasture improvement, cereal production,
aquaculture, viticulture and winemaking.

English.......................................................................................... 31

Intended Outcomes

Geography.................................................................................... 32

•
•

Health & Physical Education......................................................... 32
History.......................................................................................... 33
Italian............................................................................................ 33
Mathematics................................................................................ 34
Music - Performance & Recording.............................................. 34
Religious Education...................................................................... 35
Science......................................................................................... 35
Visual & Design Arts..................................................................... 36

•
•
•
•
•

Increase awareness and an interest in agriculture
Develop understanding of the principles and practice of
agriculture and the inter-dependence of scientific, economic and
social factors in the management of agricultural system
Perform operations relating to plant and animal production
Understand the importance of the rural industry in Australia
Applied Science – apply scientific knowledge to practical
situations
Understand the role of ecology and the place of agriculture in
land use
Develop skills and lifelong interest – pet care, vegetables,
poultry, pruning

Methodology
Students will undertake a variety of theoretical and practical tasks
associated with the following topics:
•
Plant Studies/Vegetables
•
Sheep
•
Aquaculture
•
Insects
•
Poultry
•
Native Tree Propagation
•
Rabbits

Assessment
Tasks assessed include book work, practicals, tests, individual and
group based assignments.
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Design & Technologies

Digital Technologies

Length: 1 semester (Elective)

Length: 1 semester (Elective)

Aims

Aims

Design & Technologies is a subject which, although structured, is varied
and flexible enough to allow opportunities and changes to be made to
accommodate and allow most students to achieve personal levels of
success, regardless of their skill or rate of progress.
Middle Years Design & Technologies courses expose students to four
disciplines:
•
Woodwork
•
Metalwork
•
Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Manufacture
•
Control Technology
Students cover one discipline every five weeks. Courses are mainly
practical, based on workshop exercises and emphasise the approach of
designing, making and critiquing.

This course exposes students to contemporary software packages
and new technologies that are the basis for effective communication
of information. As students continue to develop their skills and
understanding of the technologies, they will be encouraged to take
greater control of their learning process. The course will provide
opportunities for their personal creativity to be expressed through
appropriate use of digital technologies.

Students will:
•
Develop technical skills and apply them to the building and
construction process
•
Evaluate their own product and processes in relation to function,
aesthetics and appropriate quality standards

Intended Outcomes

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Research and analyse desirable features in a commercial product.
Use suitable graphics, technical language and standards
Refine designs to improve aesthetics and effectiveness of project
concepts
Make optimal use of time, facilities and resources in a workshop
environment
Maintain specified standards of quality and safety in technical areas
Negotiate with others to overcome difficulties in production of
projects and meeting deadlines
Adapt ideas and plans in response to practical constraints and
difficulties
Assess how well the chosen techniques and final product meet
specific needs of the original design brief

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strong emphasis on skills based practical activities
Through a variety of communication skills - graphics, written, verbal
- ensure that all students can access desired basic information
Provision of an open learning environment that encourages
students to be more responsible for their learning outcomes
Involvement in individual and collaborative decision making and
task completion
Use of CAD computing facilities - introduction to basic graphics
Access to a combination of domestic and industrial technologies
(tools and machines)
Use of appropriate multimedia methods of instructions
Opportunities to explore projects that integrate elements of
electronics, woodwork and computer aided design
Opportunities are provided for all students to develop and progress
with their studies and work - within the parameters of their own
needs and abilities

Assessment
•
•
•

30

Evaluation of written assignments - including research and
appraisal
Drawing and practical skills - production of graphics within
standards
Teacher, self and peer assessment of process and products

Students will be involved in developing multimodal presentations
utilising elements of the Rostrevor College software suite. Students
will work with elements from a diverse application suite including
Photoshop, Processing, Arduino, Office 365, Game Maker and
Dreamweaver.

Students should demonstrate the ability to:
•
Design - students learn to draw on a wide spectrum of digital
thinking creativity and communication to generate, synthesise
and realise ideas
•
Make - students learn to select and use the appropriate
software and hardware for their designed system. They plan and
manage processes in ways that result in high quality work for
which they show responsibility
•
Critique - students learn by analysing existing systems. By
critiquing, students evaluate their own progress when designing
and making. They question the principles used in designing,
and the methods and resources used in the development of
systems. They analyse the impacts and consequences of the use
of information technology
•
Digital manipulation - capturing and transfer of digital images;
using layers and editing processes to deconstruct images and
photos; compiling, filtering, editing images
•
Desktop Publishing - design and layout principles; importing
images and text; editing and publishing projects
•
Appreciate the effects of E-waste on the global community

Methodology
•
•
•
•

Strong emphasis on decision-making and skills-based practical
activities with design
Students will be able to use appropriate software application
skills to solve problems and be able to apply them confidently
Provision of an open learning environment that encourages
students to be more responsible for their learning outcomes
Involvement in individual and collaborative decision making and
task completion

Assessment
Develop a diverse portfolio of work covering sections of:
•
Photographic media
•
Presentation and publication of material
•
Issues investigation
•
Creation of animations
•
Using Excel for calculations
•
Create small programs

Drama

English

Length: 1 semester (Elective)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Aims

Aims

•
•

English is based on the strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. It aims
to develop within students both analytical and creative thought processes
and has a focus on the exploration and development of English skills,
strategies, knowledge and understanding for a variety of contexts, audiences
and purposes. This is achieved through reading and viewing, listening and
speaking, writing and composing, and using information and communication
technologies. The teaching of grammar, punctuation and spelling is both
explicit and embedded into the analysis and composing of texts.
English involves exploring, responding to and composing texts in, and for a
range of personal, social and cultural contexts in order for students to draw
connections between their world and that of the text as well as appreciate the
complexity, power and diversity of language.
In Year 9 LEAP and Foundation classes are offered. LEAP aims to extend
students in the areas of language, literature and literacy and is designed for
those who have a demonstrated aptitude for the subject. Foundation aims to
provide an intense language, literature and literacy program for students who
have either significant learning needs or require a substantial interventionist
program in order to develop and consolidate knowledge and skills.

•
•
•
•

To further develop skills in communication and build confidence
To allow students to express individual ideas through their own
creativity
To develop an understanding of different theatrical styles and
forms
Provide opportunities to further develop movement, speech,
script writing, improvisation and listening skills
Provide opportunities to develop 'real life' characters through
role play
Provide opportunities to view a variety of melodramas and to
reproduce own melodramas

Intended Outcomes
Students:
•
Perform plays through the use of improvisation
•
Further improve voice and movement skills
•
Present individual (monologue) and group work (script writing)
tasks
•
Prepare set and costume design for performances
•
Explore appropriate use of relaxation skills
•
Write and perform a Radio Program

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•

Oral, aural and written activities
Theatre sports, videos, CD's and tapes
Relaxation activities
Individual and collaborative based activities
Student directed tasks

Assessment
•
•
•
•

Script writing (collaborative)
Performances - movement, monologue, script work (practical)
Book work and performance journal (written)
Set and costume design (creative)

Intended Outcomes
•

•

Explores, interprets and critically evaluates a range of texts containing
diverse social, cultural, religious and political perspectives. Analyses and
understands the significance of the role of the author in the construction
of texts
Produces a range of written, spoken and multimodal texts
demonstrating an understanding of context, audience, purpose and
persuasive and analytical devices

Methodology
A variety of learning approaches will be undertaken that increasingly support
'student directed learning'. The use of multimedia technology, independent,
collaborative and research based practices are common.

Assessment
The strands of Language, Literature and Literacy will be covered through:
•
Responding to Texts - students read and study a range of texts, both
class (novel, short story, play, film, poetry, multimedia) and independent
(Premier's Reading Challenge), in order to critically analyse, deconstruct
and evaluate the structures and techniques of the genre, identify
context, audience and purpose. Students will respond to texts in a variety
of forms, for example critical analysis, literary essay, oral presentation,
first person narrative, monologue, radio report, podcast
•
Critical Reading - a study of a range of short texts or extracts (written,
visual, oral, multimodal) where students read for meaning and identify
context, audience and purpose through the persuasive devices used by
the author
•
Creating Texts: Written and Oral - students compose their own texts
to demonstrate their understanding of the linguistic features of the
text type, as well as their creative and analytical thought processes.
Students compose a variety of texts, eg narrative, recount, descriptive,
speech, interview, opinion piece, debate, podcast to demonstrate their
understanding of context purpose, audience and the conventions of the
text type
•
Independent Reading - students are encouraged to read independently
and complete an assessment task per semester to provide evidence
of independent reading skills, including comprehension, analysis and
prediction skills
•
Students undertake an end of year examination weighted at 15%.
Examinations are in the form of online Progressive Achievement Tests
(PAT) in Comprehension, Spelling, Vocabulary, Grammar and
Punctuation
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Geography

Health & Physical Education

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Aims

Aims

The teaching of Middle Years Geography aims to develop students'
understanding of the earth and its features; the distribution of life on
earth, including human life and its impacts. It is designed to nurture
students' curiosity about places and the differences between them.
It provides knowledge and understanding about the world we live
in at local, national and global scales. Importantly it shows how
students can positively influence their world towards sustainable
futures. At each year level the course is divided between studies of
environmental processes and human activities.

The Health & Physical Education learning area in the Middle Years
in general focuses on a holistic concept of health and well-being.
It recognises the physical, mental, emotional, social and spiritual
dimensions of the health and well-being of the individual. Students
plan, act and reflect in order to develop the essential knowledge and
understandings, attitudes, values and skills which promote health
practices, encourage participation in regular physical activity and
support the maintenance of a healthy lifestyle.

Intended Outcomes

Having completed Health & Physical Education in the Middle Years,
students will:
•
Know and understand health and physical activity concepts that
enable them to make informed decisions for a healthy, active
lifestyle
•
Exhibit attitudes and values that promote personal, family and
community health, and participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate the movement skills and strategies for confident
participation in physical activity
•
Demonstrate self-management skills which enable them to
make informed decisions for healthy, active lifestyles
•
Demonstrate the interpersonal skills necessary for effective
relationships and healthy, active lifestyles

Complementing their study of Geography, students will also
undertake the embedded learning of Business and Economics.
Students will consider the interdependence of participants in the
global economy, including the implications of decisions made by
individuals, businesses and governments. The responsibilities of
participants operating in a global workplace are also considered.

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning
approaches and ability levels:
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work,
oral presentations, resource-based research, journals and role
play
•
Using multimedia and GIS technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and
various practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

Intended Outcomes

Methodology
The Year 9 Program consists of 3 core and 3 elective modules, as
seen below. It builds upon learning developed in Years 7 and 8.
Core Modules x 3
Athletics, Aquatics and
Body in Motion

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow
success for all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Research assignments
•
Fieldwork reports
•
Multimedia presentations
•
GIS mapping
•
Tests
•
An end of year examination weighted at 10%

Year 9
Physical Education
Program

Module 1
Hitting and Tracking Focus
eg Softball - Volleyball - Tennis
Module 2
Kicking and Trapping Focus
eg Futsal - Speedball - Football
Module 3
Throwing and Catching Focus
eg Touch - Baseball - Sofcrosse

The Year 9 Program consists of 3 core modules, as seen below.
Module 9A
The Health of Australians
and our Lifestyle

Year 9
Physical Education
Program

Module 9B
Physical Health and
Physical Fitness
Module 9C
Making choices relative
to our health

Assessment
Students' performance is assessed based on their performance in
class in line with the general College Assessment Policy.
Student achievement is gauged using set criteria: (i) Participation in
Class; (ii) Skill Acquisition; (iii) Skill Execution; (iv) Tactical Application;
(v) Preparation for Class.
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History

Italian

Length: 1 semester (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Elective)

Aims

Pre-requisite

To develop students':
•
Interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and
work, including their capacity and willingness to be active and informed
citizens
•
Knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the past and the forces
that shape societies, including Australian society
•
Understanding and use of historical concepts, including evidence,
sources, continuity and change, cause and effect, significance, empathy,
perspectives and contestability
•
Ability to perceptively identify political and media influence, as
well as show a sophisticated understanding of diversity and group
contributions to civic life

Intended Outcomes
The Year 9 course covers the Making of the Modern World and Australia
from 1750 to 1918. This period involved the transformation of an 'Old World'
and the creation of 'New World' settler societies. The course also includes the
study of Civics and Citizenship, detailing the liberation and freedoms enjoyed
in the modern world, consequent to redemptive events of the period, such
as the enlightenment and migration movements.
•
Students undertake Depth Studies into the Industrial Revolution,
Making of a Nation and World War I
•
Students are able to explicitly relate their knowledge and understanding
of the history of the period, readily using a range of key concepts (social,
cultural, economic, political)
•
Students are able to interrogate primary and secondary sources with
consideration of origin, purpose, context and usefulness
•
When inquiring into the past, students investigate a range of sources to
develop an interpretation about the past, independently
•
Students refer to information from a variety of viewpoints and connect
similar ideas to form and support an interpretation

Methodology
Teaching in this course will provide for a variety of learning approaches and
ability levels:
•
Encouraging students to negotiate particular aspects of the course
content and learning experiences
•
Making use of a wide variety of activities, including group work, oral
presentations, resource-based research, journals, role play etc
•
Using multimedia technology
•
Promoting understanding through the use of excursions and various
practical activities
•
Independent and co-operative learning practices

2 semesters in Year 8 Italian are required in order to continue in Year
9.

Aims
The study of Italian is organised into the two interrelated strands of
Communicating and Understanding. Students use Italian to interact
and communicate; to access, exchange and present information;
to express feelings and opinions; to participate in imaginative and
creative experiences; and to interpret, analyse and create a range of
texts and experiences. They use Italian more fluently and monitor
their accuracy and use against their knowledge of grammar and
associated systems. They explore intercultural experience more
deliberately.

Intended Outcomes
Students strengthen their communication strategies and processes
of interpreting, creating, evaluating and performing in relation to
a widening range of texts. Students develop critical analysis skills
to investigate texts and to identify how language choices shape
perspectives and meaning, and how those choices are in turn
shaped by context and intention. They learn to consider different
viewpoints and experiences, and analyse their own linguistic
and cultural stance, and beliefs and practices that influence
communication and intercultural exchange. They continue to build
a metalanguage, using specific terms to assist understanding and
control of grammar and textual conventions.

Methodology
Activities will involve:
•
Oral interaction, listening, writing and responding
•
Games, song, proverbs, poems
•
Viewing film, TV
•
Listening to audio recordings
•
Individual, pair and group work
•
Role play
•
Text book, work book and ICT activities

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Communicating – aural, written and oral
Understanding – vocabulary, grammar, culture
Informing – share, summarise ideas and information
Creating – written, oral multimodal
Translating – aural, written and oral

Assessment
Assessment tasks mirror the diverse teaching methods and allow success for
all in mixed ability groups. They include:
•
Critical analysis of a variety of primary and secondary sources
•
Oral presentations including speeches, debates, interviews, role play,
performance and discussion
•
Research activities
•
Essay writing including discursive, imaginative and empathetic
responses
•
Reports, recounts and journals
•
Posters, cartoons etc
•
Use of multimedia such as websites and PowerPoint presentations to
communicate findings
•
An end of year examination weighted at 10%
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Mathematics

Music - Performance &
Recording

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Elective)

Aims

Pre-Requisite

Year 9 students will be undertaking a Mathematics course suited
to their ability. At this year level, three courses are offered - LEAP,
Intermediate and Foundation.

A minimum of 1 semester in Year 8 Music is required in order to
continue in Year 9 Music.

Students enhance their mathematical ability in the four major
proficiency strands of Understanding, Fluency, Problem Solving and
Reasoning.

As a Year 9 course, students choosing this subject will be involved
in a band. They will learn about microphones and mixing and
applying techniques in a recording studio. They will perform and
record members of their class. They will access the industry standard
digital recording program, "Protools" and produce a CD of their own
performance.

Intended Outcomes
Students will be working through three main curriculum areas
from the Australian Curriculum: Number and Algebra, Statistics and
Probability, and Measurement and Geometry. Whist undertaking
these curriculum areas, emphasis is placed on the four proficiency
strands:
•
Understanding includes describing the relationship between
graphs and equations, simplifying a range of algebraic
expressions, explaining the use of relative frequencies to
estimate probabilities and the use of the trigonometric ratios for
right-angle triangles
•
Fluency includes applying the index laws to expressions with
integer indices, expressing numbers in scientific notation, listing
outcomes for experiments and developing familiarity with
calculations involving the Cartesian plane and calculating areas
of shapes and surface areas of prisms
•
Problem Solving includes formulating and modelling practical
situations involving surface areas and volumes of right prisms,
applying ratio and scale factors to similar figures, solving
problems involving right-angle trigonometry and collecting data
from secondary sources to investigate an issue
•
Reasoning includes following mathematical arguments,
evaluating media reports and using statistical knowledge to
clarify situations, developing strategies in investigating similarity
and sketching linear graphs
In order to achieve this, students will undertake the topics outlined
below:
•
•
•
•
•

Pythagoras
Algebraic operations and
expansion
Number and Indices
Percentage
Length and Area

•
•
•
•
•

Co-ordinate Geometry
Volume and Capacity
Trigonometry
Probability and Statistics
Algebraic Factorisation
and Equations

Methodology
A variety of approaches, including group work, individual research
and skills development exercises will be used to enable students to
investigate mathematical concepts and deepen their understanding
of them. An emphasis will be placed on the effective communication
of mathematical ideas.
Where applicable, students will be introduced to the use of
spreadsheets, graphing packages and programs to develop geometric
concepts. Students will be encouraged to use these tools as well as
research skills involving electronic encyclopaedia and the Internet in
project work.

Assessment
Assessment will be designed to test the achievement standards
outlined in the Australian Curriculum and will include tests, projects
and investigations.
In addition, students will undertake an end of year examination
weighted at 20%.
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Aims
•
•
•
•
•

Make music accessible and relevant
Develop an understanding of theoretical concepts
Develop technical facility on a musical instrument
Understand how a recording studio works
Produce a digital recording using the industry standard program,
"Protools"

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•

Create, make and present music within class ensembles
Critically respond to music with specific reference to the history
of Rock
To develop an understanding of performance techniques and
critically appraise musical performance
Microphone placement for instruments in a recording studio.
Participate in a band

Methodology
•
•
•
•

Practical activities/ensembles
Instrument technique and development
Aural development
Opportunity to participate in Co-Curricular Ensembles

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

Recording studio techniques
Performance achievement
Ensemble performance
Solo performance
Aural/Theoretical tests

Religious Education

Science

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Length: 2 semesters (Compulsory)

Aims

The Middle Years Science Curriculum provides students with a solid
foundation in science knowledge, understanding, skills and values on which
further learning and adult life can be built.
During the Middle Years, students study science concepts associated with each
of the disciplines: biology, physics, chemistry and earth science. Contemporary
contexts are included in which science will be learned and issues and recent
research to enhance understanding of science in the world.

Students should be able to:
•
Communicate ideas, express opinions and show an appreciation
of the view of others
•
Identify and apply ideals and values as the foundation of moral
decision making
•
Value and apply skills of co-operative learning
•
Identify and use the skills of inquiry and research
•
Demonstrate a knowledge and appreciation of the traditions,
teachings and practices of the Christian Church, and the
Catholic Church in particular
•
Reflect upon and respond to a variety of texts in a critical and
analytical manner
•
Appreciate the significance of the interconnectedness of
humanity and the environment
•
Appreciate the role of service in the College and wider
community

Intended Outcomes
Students develop an understanding and appreciation of:
•
Christian beliefs
•
Sacred texts
•
Faith as a personal and communal response to the human
search for meaning and purpose
•
Significant period in the life of the Church and the historical
context and challenges it faced to be faithful to its mission.
•
The Changing Church
•
The Christian belief that we are all made in the image of God.
•
Introduction to Youth Ministry

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class discussions
Deconstruction of contemporary songs
Viewing film
Individual, pair and group work
Role play
Debates
Journal writing
Research based learning
ICT
Encouraging students to engage in practical ways in their
faith journey through taking part in Mass, Liturgies and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Group/oral presentations
Research assignments
Posters
PowerPoint and multimedia presentations
Liturgies
Tests
Role plays
Reflective writing
An end of year examination weighted at 10%

Aims
As a result of learning in such an environment, students will achieve:
•
Improved levels of attainment, engagement and retention
•
Improved insight into the relevance of their school learning in the real
world
•
Better understanding of the applications of science in industry and
research
•
Effective transfer of knowledge and skills, through a range of experiences
and assessment
•
Awareness of contemporary issues that science presents in society

Intended Outcomes
Students should be able to:
•
Explain chemical processes and natural radioactivity in terms of atoms
and energy transfers and describe examples of important chemical
reactions
•
Describe models of energy transfer and apply these to explain
phenomena
•
Explain global features and events in terms of geological processes and
timescales
•
Analyse how biological systems function and respond to external
changes with reference to interdependencies, energy transfers and flows
of matter
•
Describe social and technological factors that have influenced scientific
developments and predict how future applications of science and
technology may affect people's lives
•
Design questions that can be investigated using a range of inquiry skills.
•
Design methods that include the control and accurate measurement
of variables and systematic collection of data and describe how they
considered ethics and safety
•
Analyse trends in data, identify relationships between variables and
reveal inconsistencies in results
•
Analyse their methods and the quality of their data, and explain specific
actions to improve the quality of their evidence
•
Evaluate others' methods and explanations from a scientific
perspective and use appropriate language and representations when
communicating their findings and ideas to specific audiences

Methodology
Students will develop skills and learn concepts associated with Science but be
encouraged to apply these concurrently.
The core skills and concepts associated with Science, as identified by our staff
as pre-requisite knowledge for Senior School subjects, will be delivered within
interdisciplinary themes or topics. Online and offline hands-on activities will
be developed with a view to utilising contemporary pedagogy so as to ensure
that the instructional strategies meet the needs of the different learning styles
of all students.

Assessment

The assessment includes:
•
•

Inquiry Investigations
Research Investigations

•
•

Projects
Timed Tasks

Students will undertake an end of year examination weighted at 20%.
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Visual & Design Arts
Length: 1 or 2 semesters (Elective)
Aims
This unit explores and develops ideas and skills through practical
activities allowing all students to present work at their personal
level of maturity. It permits students to explore their world and
experiences creatively.

Intended Outcomes
•
•
•
•
•
•

Explore arts of different cultures to generate ideas for art work.
Use art elements, skills, techniques to structure art works
appropriate to chosen styles and forms
Present work for a particular audience
Document sources, ideas and evaluations for works in a sketch
book
Identify, analyse and interpret art works
Show an understanding of the arts of different social and
cultural groups

Methodology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practical, written and oral activities
Drawing (adapting images from different cultural sources)
Ceramics (hand building, decorative techniques)
Digital photography processes
Colour media (paint, pastels, pencil, watercolours)
Design
Work sheets
Multimedia presentation
Gallery visit (if appropriate)
Images produced with electronic assistance
Computer generated images and digital art

Assessment
•
•
•
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Maintaining a sketch book
Practical use of skills, techniques and processes
Analysing and interpreting visual art works (theory)
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A CATHOLIC ALL BOYS’ DAY & BOARDING
COLLEGE IN THE EDMUND RICE TRADITION

Reception to Year 12

