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ST MARY’S COLLEGE 

Parent Digital Citizenship Guidelines 

 

RATIONALE 

 

St Mary’s College seeks to maintain a safe physical and emotional environment for staff and students. The Internet, 

mobile devices and ICT devices/equipment provide great benefits to the teaching and learning programs, and 

effective operation of the school while acknowledging the existence of related online safety issues. 

St Mary’s College recognises that the presence in the learning environment and wider society of ICT technologies 

(some provided partly or wholly by the school and some privately owned by staff, students and other members of 

the school community), can also facilitate anti-social, inappropriate, and even illegal behaviour and activities. St 

Mary’s College aims to maximise the benefits of these technologies, while at the same time to minimise the 

dangers and manage the risks. 

POLICY 

 

St Mary’s College has developed digital citizenship safety practices which aim to maximise the benefits of the 

Internet and ICT devices/equipment to student learning and to the effective operation of the school, whilst 

minimising and managing any risks.  

A cyber-safe school environment addresses the needs of the school community to be educated about the safe and 

responsible use of present and developing information and communication technologies. This involves 

 ongoing education about digital citizenship  

 design and delivery of the ICT curriculum,  

 professional development and training,  

 responses appropriate to breaches of digital citizenship,  

 appropriate pastoral support,  

Cyber safety is a key component of the curriculum at St Mary’s College and lessons are delivered and integrated 

in each sub-school, incorporated into the Care Education curriculum.  

St Mary’s College provides policy, guidelines and education for staff, students and parents/caregivers in relation 

to what is deemed acceptable and appropriate online behaviours. This includes the following: 

 The school name, motto, crest, logo and/or uniform must not be used in any way which would result in a 

negative impact for the school community.  

 Staff, students and parents/caregivers must not post photos of either themselves and/or other students 

which clearly identity them as a member of the St Mary’s College school community, nor post photos 

taken during any school sanctioned activity. This includes off campus events such as Sports days, 

camps/trips away, sporting events, etc. 

 Students and/or parents must not take photographs or otherwise record members of the school 

community (other than themselves or their own child) whether intentionally or inadvertently and/or post 

to the Internet, publish or share without the written permission of the person photographed. If the 

person is under 18 years of age, written parent/caregiver permission is needed. 

 No member of the school community will establish or maintain a social networking site which uses the 

school name, crest, logo or any other name by which the school and its community may be known without 
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the express permission of the Principal or their delegate.  This includes class, subject or activity based 

Facebook pages.  

 Members of the school community also have a responsibility to ensure that all online communications 

are in keeping with the College’s expectations in relation to appropriate and respectful interactions with 

teaching and non-teaching staff.  

 Students will not post inappropriate comments about individual staff members which if said in person 

would result in follow up action being taken. 

These Parent Guidelines are to ensure awareness of what constitutes a breach of the St Mary’s College 
Digital Citizenship Policy for students. Neither the College’s network nor the broader Internet 
[whether accessed on campus or off campus, either during or after school hours, via any application] 
may be used for any purpose other than that which it was designed.  Cyberbullying, harassment, 
taking, sending and receiving naked or sexually explicit images, (sexting) and other misuses of 
technology in cyberspace are unacceptable.  

The forwarding of private emails, messages, pictures or videos or otherwise inappropriately 
communicating personal or private information belonging to another person or logging on and 
pretending to be someone else and intentionally excluding others from an online group all con stitute 
cyberbullying and if this occurs either during school time or after school hours, will constitute a breach 
of the St Mary’s College Digital Citizenship  Policy and as such, a student will be subject to disciplinary 
action.  

Parents must be aware that in certain circumstances where a crime has been committed, their child  
may also be subjected to a criminal investigation by Police over which the school will have no control.  

If your child has been the victim of such misuses of technology the offending material on their 
computer, mobile phone or other device should be saved and stored.  They should then print a copy 
of the material and immediately report the incident to  the Deputy Principal: Student Wellbeing. Staff 
who may have been cyberbullied or threatened online should immediately report such incidences to 
a member of the College Executive Team. 

All reports of cyberbullying and other technology misuses will be investigated fully and may result in 
a notification to Police where the school is legal ly obliged to do so.  

These guidelines are to be read in conjunction with the College’s Development of Personal Responsibility Policy, 

Staff Digital Citizenship Policy, Anti-Harrassment Policy and Student Digital Citizenship Policy; and CESA’s Social 

Media Policy 2016. 

DURATION 

These guidelines will be reviewed every 12 months. 

Important terms used in this document: 

(a) The abbreviation ‘ICT’ in this document refers to the term ‘Information, and Communication 

Technologies.  

(b) ‘Digital Citizenship’ refers to the safe and responsible use of the Internet and ICLT equipment/devices, 

including mobile phones 

(c) ‘School ICT’ refers to the College’s computer network, Internet access facilities, computers, and other 

school ICT equipment/devices as outlined in (d) below 

(d) The term ‘ICT equipment/devices’ used in this document, includes but is not limited to, computers (such 

as desktops, laptops, PDAs), storage devices (such as USB and flash memory devices, CDs, DVDs, floppy 

disks, iPods, MP3 players), cameras (such as video, digital, webcams), all types of mobile phones, video 

and audio players/receivers (such as portable CD and DVD players),Gaming Consoles, and any other, 

similar, technologies as they come into use.  

(e) ‘Cyberbullying’ includes, but is not limited to, the following misuses of technology: harassing, 

teasing, intimidating, threatening, another person by sending or posting inappropriate and hurtful 

e-mail messages, instant messages, text messages, phone messages, digital pictures or images, or 

Web site postings (including blogs).  One isolated nasty, disrespectful or hurtful comment will be 

a clear breach of school expectations; however it will not be categorized as cyberbullying.  

(f) ‘ICTL’ refers to Information Communication Learning Technologies.  


