
Cyber Safety for Parents 
Video Launched

The Daniel Morcombe Foundation’s ‘Keeping 
Kids Safe’ educational resource kit is now 
bigger and covers a more diverse range of 
child safety material. 

In addition to the 20 videos already 
available; we have listened to the Mums and 
Dads and taken on board their concerns. 
We decided to produce something a little 
more graphic and in depth specifically 
for parents and carers. This is not a video 
saying ‘don’t do this’ and ‘don’t do that’. It 
is a video that is a wake-up call for parents 

so they are aware and 
know what their children 
could be doing online. 
The internet is a great 
place if used carefully 
and most of us have 
access to it from mobile 
phones and iPads 24/7.  

We all know our children are going 
online using social media sites, sending 
photos and visiting all types of websites, 
sometimes innocently opening doors to the 
Dark-net which sadly exposes the viewer to 
pornography, self-harm, violence and drugs. 
Desensitizing children and normalizing this 
corrosive, mind altering material, damages 
young lives.  

It is also frightening how our children are 
placing themselves at risk by leaving a trail 
of information that predators can exploit.
This video is a reality check for parents. 

We demonstrate how easy it is for a child to 
click on sites which instantly exposes a raft 
of hideous undesirable places. Most parents 
are unaware of downloadable Ghost Apps 
used by children to hide information from 
them.

We live in a digital world where the goalposts 
are constantly moving. We all know that 
predators are one step ahead of most of 
us. Here we attempt to expose the “shock 
– horror” of the online world and offer some 
solutions to keep our kids safe while they are 
using the net. We trust these resources are 
helpful. Available to watch online. Visit our 
website and follow the links to ‘Educational 
Resources’. It is not recommended for 
viewing if under 15 years old.

Respectful 
Relationships 
Videos Launched 
Six new videos have also been added to our 
Keeping Kids Safe Resource Kit. 

We believe these video resources will provide 
a much needed boost to positive discussion 
and better decision making, leading to safer 
outcomes. 

Supporting the videos are new printable 
resources that reinforce key messages.  This 
Respectful Relationship material is age 
specific for Prep to year 2, years 3-6, years 
7-8, years 9-10 and years 11-12. They highlight 
everyday situations that are realistic and 
relevant. 

How an accident, misunderstanding or 
confrontation will end, may be different to 
how it could end, or how it should end. It is 
about choices. What are the ramifications 
of my actions; chaotic or calm, sympathetic 
or toxic, helpful or hysteric? Check out all 
this thought provoking and topical material 
online via our website.
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QLD Governor attends new Resources Launch
 
His Excellency the Honourable Paul De 
Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland 
and Mrs De Jersey, Nikki Boyd MP 
representing the Queensland Premier 
and Queensland Child Safety Minister, 
Acting Police Commissioner Brett 
Pointing, Andrew Wallace MP, Senator 
Claire Moore and DMF Patron Kay 
McGrath all officially attended the 
launch of our expanded Keeping Kids 
Safe resource kit.

They were united in their support 
for our new child safety education 
material heaping praise on the fine 
achievement of which we all feel very 
proud. DMF Committee Member Holly Brennan spoke passionately about the Domestic 
Violence problem within Australia and her belief that through educating our youth on 
equality and respectful relationships we can reduce these horrific statistics. 

The launch was held at the Maroochy Surf 
Club as part of the Child Protection Week 
Professional Development Day. More than 
150 attended the event, the vast majority of 
whom were Sunshine Coast professionals in 
the child protection sector. 

Check out the new kit online now. It is 
available free of charge across Australia.  
Visit: DanielMorcombe.com.au

What are
your children
doing online?

DMF team at the launch

Sunshine Coast Child Protection Week organising committee



Child Protection Week 
September 2016
 
With a message for the week being: “Child 
Protection is everyone’s business – Play 
your part” it is a with great pride that the 
Daniel Morcombe Foundation team stood 
tall and made a conscious effort to promote 
child safety and linked arms with countless 
industry people who too go to work each 
day, not for the money but for the difference 
we make in a world that is far from perfect.

Our team of staff, volunteers and 
committee members at the Daniel 
Morcombe Foundation are front and centre 
in their support of the vulnerable and at risk 
in our community.

During CPW, the DMF took the opportunity 
to launch 7 new videos, participate in a 
‘Family Fun Day’ at Kings Beach, attend 
the formal dinner in Brisbane, support 
a profession development day on the 
Sunshine Coast, plus fulfil countless media 
engagements. With that behind us we can 
honestly say that we “played our part”.

Expansion of the 
‘Walk Tall’ Program
Supporting young victims of crime is a very 
rewarding aspect of our programs here at 
the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. We do 
it in many ways and this work often goes 
unnoticed by the community at large. 

Whether it be educational, sporting or 
medical needs that are paid or subsidised, 
we are proud of this vital initiative that is 
designed to fast-track recovery for a child 
that may have been abused or neglected.

R e c o g n i s i n g 
that demand for 
counselling services 
was causing 
an excessive 
waiting period 
for clients, the 
Daniel Morcombe 
F o u n d a t i o n 
has stepped in 
and tripled its 
c o m m i t m e n t 
in this area. We 
now fully sponsor 
3 counsellors 
plus provide rent 
free counselling 
accommodation. 

Grace Rosenthal, Diane Booth and Nikini 
Gunatillake are our frontline service 
providers who are employed through our 
ongoing partnership with Act for Kids.

Rotary Club 
Bribie Island
Bruce and Denise Morcombe travelled down 
the Bruce Highway to Bribie Island for a 
public speaking commitment organised 
by Anne Matthews and the local branch 
members of Rotary. 

Around 80 concerned parents and a 
sprinkling of children attended. Most were 
dressed in red as the Morcombes spoke 
of their life in the spotlight over the past 13 
years.

It is this grass root support and interest in the 
DMF that continues to motivate us to make 
sure we all do what we can to keep our kids 
safe. 

Eatons Hill 
Sportsman Lunch
Thank you to the Comiskey Foundation 
for making another generous financial 
commitment to the DMF. 

B r u c e 
M o r c o m b e 
a c c e p t e d 
a $10,000 
c h e q u e 
from Paul 
Comiskey on 
behalf of the 
Foundat ion 
and thanked 
the 500 
strong crowd 
at the Eaton Hill Sportsman’s Lunch who get 
behind us and a number of local sporting 
clubs.

National Missing
Persons Week
The AFP has a dedicated team based in 
Canberra under the name; National Missing 
Persons Coordination Centre (NMPCC).

Every team member does an amazing 
job and each year they fly the flag across 
Australia, reaching out to the missing and 
those left behind. 

This problem is not widely publicised, but it 
is a serious issue globally and for those who 
are touched by it, it can be crippling. 

Not knowing what has happened to a 
loved one can be worse than anything in 
real life. ‘Unresolved Loss’ is a term which 
is often used to describe this harrowing 
predicament.

National Missing Persons Week is held 
annually during the first week of August. This 
year the media launch was in Melbourne 
where the AFP supported a number of 
families and individual members told of their 
grief. It is very moving but serves a huge 
purpose far beyond the individuals because 
it is all about the bigger picture.

EY Entrepreneur 
of the Year

Congratulations to all the State category 
winners of Ernst and Young’s Entrepreneur 
of the Year. 

It was a great honour for Bruce and Denise 
Morcombe to be selected as winners of 
the Northern Region in the Social Division. 
They are off to Sydney mid-October for the 
National awards. 

“It is amazing to look back over a decade of 
struggle, and with a sense of pride accept 
an award recognising ground breaking 
child safety initiatives.” Explained Denise.

“The award belongs to all the supporters 
who have made us look better than we 
really are.” Bruce added.

We will keep you updated with any news on 
Facebook. Stay tuned for that.

Qld Travel Industry 
Golf Day

What a handsome crew! The ‘Drive for 
Daniel’ organising committee hooked up 
with Denise and Bruce for the ceremonial 
cheque hand over. 

Raising a very impressive $17,000, it is a 
credit to them how well it is supported 
by players and sponsors aligned with the 
Queensland Travel Industry. 

Bruce and Denise Morcombe with Child Safety Minister 
Shannon Fentiman MP & CEO Act for Kids Neil Carrington

AFP Commissioner Andrew Colvin in Melbourne at the launch 

Peter Balmer, Sharon Hando, Danny Roache, Scott Wagstaff 
& Kim Tomlinson

Rotary Bribie Island 



Torres Strait
Community Visit
After months of planning, it was full 
steam ahead for Denise and Bruce as they 
departed for new frontiers. They were off on 
the scheduled week long trip to visit school 
students, teachers, parents and community 
leaders on Horn Island, Badu Island and 
Thursday Island in the Torres Strait.

They both reported that the Islanders 
welcomed them with open arms. It seemed 
that everyone knew they were in town.

A community meeting was held at the Port 
Kennedy Hall on Thursday Island which 
was attended by Mayor Vonda Malone 
and several Councillors. Organised by Jo 
Maloney, co-ordinator Mura Kosker Sorority 
Torres Strait, and supported by a host of 
volunteers; “Thanks one and all.” 

Police and a surprising number of locals 
also joined them for the talk. With the 
hall overflowing everyone seemed to be 
spellbound and in high spirits as they listened 
to Bruce and Denise talk frankly about 
their journey over the last 13 years and in 
an effort to keep the mood bubbly they 
recounted many tales that the audience 
found interesting and humorous. 

Of course the 
u n d e r l y i n g 
theme from all 
the speakers 
was to find new 
ways to keep 
our kids safe. 

Torres Strait Schools 
The Morcombes attended Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart School on Thursday Island and 
spoke to the prep to year six students about 
how to stay safe and always Recognise, 
React and Report any time they feel 
something is not right. 

Another six school presentations were 
organised by Sophie Bitner, Tagai State 
College, Senior Head of Campus, Inclusive 
Practices. Everything clicked into place 
thanks to Sophie, the Teachers and 
Principals. Two presentations at the Thursday 
Island Primary school, two more at the High 
School, were followed by ferry and light 
plane travels to Horn Island and Badu Island 
where the local Primary School students 
were taught about how to stay safe.

The Islander culture is wonderfully strong, 
welcoming, genuine and thankfully very 
prominent in their day to day education. 
Bruce and Denise were often greeted in 
local ‘Language’ and it was quite amazing 
to have dancers at the High School and 
local songs sung by youngsters at Horn 
Island Primary School.

Brisbane School Visits
Macgregor Primary School rolled out a most 
unexpected welcome for their scheduled 
student safety presentation. Bruce and 
Denise arrived early as usual to set-up and 
were not aware of the surprise the children 
had planned.

Dressed in red, the entire 500 plus, Preps 
to year 2 youngsters were lined up on 
either side of the path forming a guard of 
honour, waving red balloons vigorously 
with all the energy each could muster as 
the Morcombes walked their way to the 
school hall where another 730 students from 
years 3 to 6 were patiently waiting for the 
presentation.

It was a very memorable and uplifting 
experience.

Other schools that were visited recently 
include: Ferny Grove State High School, 
Patricks Road State School, Strathpine 
West State School, Strathpine State School, 
Dakabin State School, Burpengary Meadows 
State School, and Woongoolba State School 

Guys n Dolls Revue
Brisbane performance group ‘Guys ‘n’ Dolls 
Revue’ presented their musical ‘Showtime’ 
at Eventide on July 17th.  The entertaining 
show held in Brighton, boasted a talented 
25 performers. 

It was a great show with a blast of colour, 
costumes, songs and dancing. Rio 
carnivale, myth and mystery & music 
through the years all set the theme for the 
brilliant 1.5 hour show. The costumes and 
singing were incredible.

Over $600 was 
raised through 
the ticket sales 
from the show. 
A big Thank You 
to the show’s 
producer Christine Young and the entire 
cast and crew of Guys ‘n’ Dolls Revue, for 
choosing the DMF as your charity of choice.

Bunbury Police
South West Mud Run
On 2 July 2016 Sean Follows and three 
other members of the Bunbury Police in 
WA, successfully completed the South West 
Mudfest. 

The Mudfest is a challenging 12 km Dirty 
Dozen obstacle course featuring obstacles 
which include tractor tyres, bird netting, 

dams, beer 
kegs and 
of course, 
MUD! The 
MUDFEST is a 
combinat ion 
of skill, 
e n d u r a n c e , 
determination 
and strength. 

Sean is also a Day for Daniel Ambassador 
and long-time supporter of the DMF. 
His effort in the Mudfest gruelling 12km 
challenge raised over $2,000 for the DMF. 
Thank you!

Lions Club 
Hope Island
Bruce and Denise accepted an invitation 
to attend the Lions Club Hope Island 
change-over dinner at Sanctuary Cove on 
the 9th of July. 

They were presented with a cheque 
for $1,500 for the Daniel Morcombe 
Foundation. These funds will be channelled 
back into community programs to keep our 
kids safe. 

Wonderful grass root support like that 
supplied by the membership of the Lions 
Club nationally 
is such a 
thrill. We truly 
a p p r e c i a t e 
your efforts and 
thank Dave 
and Sally from 
Hope Island 
Lions Club.

Mayor Vonda Malone (right) at the community meeting



AFP Partner with DMF

 

Tweed to Territory Tour
Look out NSW and the ACT we are on our way! 

Backing up last year’s very successful 
‘Capital to Coast’ tour which included 
personal safety presentations to students 
at schools from Canberra to Merimbula, 
planning is well under way for an even 
bigger trip in late October 2016.

Some points of note:
• The “Tweed to the Territory” roadshow 
tour is a joint initiative between the AFP, the 
Daniel Morcombe Foundation and Mission 
Australia which will take place in October.
• The Foundation’s truck ‘Big Red’ will 
tour primary schools in regional NSW 
and Canberra delivering child safety 
presentations. 
• For the opportunity to be part of this tour, 
register your school for Day for Daniel online 
at  www.danielmorcombe.com.au
• Schools that register have the chance to 
secure a visit from ‘Big Red’ in the lead up 
to Day for Daniel.
• We strongly encourage all schools to 
get online and register their school for the 
event, and support the Daniel Morcombe 
Foundation.

Townsville Golf Day 
The Townsville Charity Golf Day supporting 
the Daniel Morcombe Foundation is set to 
hit-off at the Rowes Bay Golf Club on the 
21st of October.

Some players take it seriously and others 
are there for a hit and giggle but all have 
big hearts and we wish the event to be a 
rip-roaring success. To register your interest 
please contact Janelle 0417070532 or 
Bernie 0404228819.

Day for Daniel
Australia’s largest and most successful child 
safety awareness day is geared up and ready 
to go for 2016.

Last year, more than 1,000,000 children 
started a conversation with their parents or 
were actively taught in school about their 
personal safety on our national day-of-action 
to keep kids safe.

Already there are over 2,200 
schools registered, making it even 
bigger than last year’s event.  “Is 
your local school registered to 
participate?”

We ask that everyone get behind our efforts 
and support us on our special day, where 
collectively as a Nation we say that crimes 
against children have no place in modern 
Australia. Check out more information and 
our free resources online.

Jumping
castle 

Face painting

and more great activities for kids!

Yummy sausage sizz
le

for a gold coin don
ationWalk commences: 6:30am, 28 October 

Suncoast Christian College, Woombye
Finish: 8:30am Briggs Park, Palmwoods
 

DayForDaniel.com.au

Parking available at finish (G Rae Oval, Jubilee 
Dr) Shuttle bus operating from 6:00am, 
Sausage Sizzzle & Co�ee from 6:00am

Walk for Daniel is held annualy to raise 
awareness about child safety, promote a 
safer community for children and to educate 
children regarding their personal safety. 
Wear RED, EDUCATE and DONATE!

Children under 14 must be supervised by an adult.
All dogs must be kept on a lead. Sorry no dogs on busses.

It’s all about keeping kids safeWatch & promote our FREE

child safety resources

Invite a Police O�cer 
to talk to students

Wear red and decorate

your school, o�ce or 

business in red

Heaps of videosand activities

Help us continue our workproviding free safety resources,educating children about safetyand supporting victims of crime

Cover topics like cyber safety

Wear red!

Kids Help Line

1800 55 1800
Emergency000

T
each

er

M
um

 or Dad
Grandparents

Sporting Coach

Auntie or Uncle

Register for Day for Daniel
and access promotional 
material for your event

Gold coin donations

Have a red morning tea, a

BBQ, a ra�e, a competition,

 or another fun activity

$

$$$

Sunshine Co
ast

Get red, RED, Ready for Australia’s

CUP
Kick off on Friday 28 October at 
Maroochydore Rugby League grounds
Featuring Daniel Morcombe Cup 
Ambassador Petero Civoniceva.

The first of four game starts 4.30pm 
finishing with the masters game at 
8.30pm


