
ATILIO AND NELSON – WE REMEMBER  
On March 14, 2013, the CFMEU and Workplace Tragedy put together a beautiful ceremony 
honouring fallen workers, Atilio Villegas and Nelson Lourenco. 

We warmly welcomed the two 
families to share the unveiling of the 
names engraved on the CFMEU Wall 
of Remembrance, a dignified tribute 
to workers who have lost their lives 
located at the CFMEU NSW Head 
office, 12 Railway Street, Lidcombe.  

There on the wall the two men joined 
many other loved ones who had 
been taken too soon due to a work-
related fatality. The two families 
showed great courage during the 
unveiling and held back their tears at 
many moments, including the 
reading of the poems we had 

carefully chosen for them. 

Wendy Lark opened the ceremony, followed by Rita Mallia (President of the CFMEU) who spoke, I 
read out two poems dedicated to the families, and we held a minute’s silence to honour Atilio and 
Nelson. Brian Parker, Secretary of the CFMEU, who has had an active relationship with the Villegas 
family, was there to give them all of his support. 

The Union also gave both widows a small gift with the name of their loved one framed, 
remembering the dedication ceremony. 

As the ceremony was concluding, we could see the thoughts of these two wonderful families - 
dreams of the future have been broken, hearts have been shattered and time has passed, but 
Atilio and Nelson still live very much live in the hearts and minds of their families. 

All those present on the day really felt the loss of these two men. We too will always remember 
them as the men who never made it home. The CFMEU’s memorial is a “living” tribute, being 
visited by new entrants into the industry on almost a daily basis. 

We had a small gathering afterwards and helped the families heal a little with some laughter as we 
shared stories of the loved ones we miss so dearly. 

Again thank you to the CFMEU for making this day possible, and for all the hard work you put in 
every day, making sure all workers are treated equally, and put in safe working conditions. 

 

Andreia Jones 
Organiser  
0433 249 085 
www.workplacetragedy.com 

 

 

On left, six members of the Villegas family, Andreia Jones, 
Wendy Lark, the Laurenco family, and Rita Mallia, President 
CFMEU NSW 


