
BARANGAROO
WORK TRAGEDY

A family shattered

Rigger Timothy
Macpherson

with his wife
Ashleigh and

son Jack.
Picture:

Facebook

CHRISTOPHER HARRIS

A WORKER killed in an industrial
accident on Sydney Harbour this
week has left behind a 14-month-old
son and a wife pregnant with their
second child.

Rigger Timothy Macpherson was
crushed to death by a large steel
beam at Barangaroo on Wednesday.

His wife Ashleigh is just three
months pregnant and is now left on
her own to take care of their new
baby and their son Jack. 

Just three months ago Mr Mac-
pherson posted a photo with Ash-
leigh and Jack on a visit to Santa
along with photos of the family’s
new home in Maitland.

The the 32-year-old, who had

been working at the site (pictured
above) for six months, died instantly
as he helped a crane driver move a

metal beam weighing up to four ton-
nes. The beam struck another, caus-
ing one of them to fall on him. The
crane driver underwent mandatory
blood and urine testing.

Work at the Barangaroo Ferry
Hub was called off yesterday as Safe-

Work NSW and police investigated.
The Maritime Union yesterday

claimed the contractor responsible
for the wharf worksite denied offi-
cials access to the site after safety
issues were raised last year.

MUA spokesman Paul Keating
said he was denied entry to the site in
November after concerns were
raised the barge did not comply with

maritime standards. “I came down
with another official to speak with

the workers, to have a look at the
barge to assess if it was up to mari-
time standard and to make sure that
the operation was safe,” he said.

“I was met with opposition from
the contractor McConnell Dowell in
accessing the site, after which I con-
tacted Roads and Maritime Services
to find out whether the vessel was up
to standard.”

McConnell Dowell’s Australian
managing director Jim Frith said Mr
Macpherson’s family was being
assisted.

“We are providing his employer
with all the assistance they need to
support his family, and all affected
staff are being offered support and
counselling,” Mr Frith said.
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