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WELCOME TO SACRED HEART COLLEGE SENIOR 
 
 

Sacred Heart College Senior – A Marist School! 
 

Sacred Heart College was founded as a Catholic Marist College in 1897. It draws inspiration from a French 

Priest, Saint Marcellin Champagnat who, early in 19th Century rural France, saw the need for many young 

people to be educated. 

 

Saint Marcellin wanted teachers in Marist schools to experience the same faithful and compelling love of 

Jesus that he knew deep in his own heart, and to share this love with young people, especially those most 

in need of it. Marist schools define themselves in this spirit of hope and audacity. 

 

Marist educators strive to mould their school communities as families, where people relate to each other as 

members of a loving family intuitively do. They offer a spirituality that is simple and accessible, grounded in 

practical and transparent relationships. From this basis, they offer an education that is both integrated and 

rigorous, aimed at growing young women and men who will be compassionate and critical, articulate and 

aware, faith-filled and hopeful. 

 

The principle purpose of Marist schools is to lead young people to know and love Jesus, in the way of Mary, 

in the belief that they all can become good Christians and good citizens. 

 

Our approach is marked by simplicity, family spirit, love of work and presence in the midst of those who we 

are called to serve. To the extent that our resources, facilities and programmes allow, Sacred Heart is open 

to families attracted to our distinctive way of drawing faith, culture and life into harmony through Christian 

education. 

 

This is an important time in Senior Students’ lives, and by implication their families as well, when personal 

attributes, talents and inherent abilities are integrated with courses of study and broader learning 

experiences – both within the classroom and beyond! These, in turn, lay the foundations of future 

vocational pathways and young adulthood. 

 

We – the College Staff, the Marist Brothers, Sacred Heart families and Old Scholars continue to support 

and challenge our students to make the most of their talents and opportunities and to take these to the 

world beyond schooling so as to make it a better place for all! 

 

I wish all our students every success in their studies at Sacred Heart Senior! 

 

Steve Byrne 

Principal 

Sacred Heart College Senior 

(Ref: www.msa.edu.au/about-us/) 

http://www.msa.edu.au/about-us/
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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

The Curriculum Handbook 2015 has been prepared to acquaint students and parents with the subjects 

available for study at Sacred Heart College Senior. 

 

The Curriculum Handbook is also available on the college website: www.shcs.sa.edu.au. 

 

Sacred Heart College Senior aims to offer a broad and liberal curriculum for its students with a range of 

subjects offered to cater for a varied cohort of students. 

 

As the year progresses, students will be encouraged to make carefully considered course choices to 

prepare them for the years of learning ahead.  The counselling process for each student begins with the 

Personal Learning Plan in Year 10 and continues through Years 11 and 12 with the support of Homeroom 

Teachers, Heads of Learning Areas, Heads of Houses, the Careers & Pathways Counsellor and the 

Director of Teaching and Learning.  In addition, we strongly encourage parent involvement in the 

counselling process. 

 

We hope that the information in this handbook will help students make informed choices concerning their 

study path at Sacred Heart College Senior. 
 
 
 

http://www.shcs.sa.edu.au/
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CURRICULUM VISION & PRINCIPLES 
 

The Vision for Sacred Heart College Senior  

 

Sacred Heart College Senior has been formed by the Marist Charism of trust in God.  In the tradition of 

Saint Marcellin Champagnat, the College promotes a love of learning and the personal growth of each 

individual within a co-operative and supportive community. 

 

This means that Sacred Heart College Senior is committed to provide a broad and meaningful curriculum 

designed to promote a love of learning and educate the whole person, enabling the spiritual, intellectual, 

cultural, physical and social development of emerging adults. 
 

Principles Which Underpin the Vision 

 

 Young adults can integrate faith and life through an understanding of the challenges of contemporary 
life within the Christian context and the Catholic Marist tradition. 

 

 Students will integrate the many purposes of curriculum through well designed, flexible frameworks 
and pathways. 

 

 Students will strive for excellence in whichever curriculum pathway they choose. 
 

 Students will have equal access to coherent, comprehensive learning programmes, appropriate to 
their abilities and aspirations. 

 

 School structures and the approaches to learning will affirm, support and develop each individual. 
 

 Effective partnerships with parents, the community and other agencies support student learning. 
 

 A valid purpose of education is to enable students to move into post-school options in further 
education, training and employment. 

 

 Relationships between the members of the Sacred Heart College Senior community will be based on 
dignity and respect. 

 

 Continuous monitoring and review will enhance excellence in curriculum. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM – YEAR 10 
 

The Australian Curriculum describes what young Australians should learn as they progress through 

schooling. It is the foundation for their future learning, growth and active participation in the Australian 

community. It sets out essential knowledge, understanding, skills and capabilities and provides a national 

standard for student achievement in core learning areas. 

The Australian Curriculum is being developed to enable all young Australians to develop the personal 

qualities and skills required for them to function as active individuals and citizens in the 21st century. This 

development is guided by a commitment by the Council of Australian Governments (COAG) to the ‘2008 

Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for Young Australians’.  

The goals of the Declaration are: 

Goal 1: Australian schooling promotes equity and excellence 

Goal 2: All young Australians become: 

 successful learners 

 confident and creative individuals 

 active and informed citizens. 

The Melbourne Declaration emphasises the importance of knowledge, skills and understandings as 

students engage in learning in the 21st century. The general capabilities and cross-curriculum priorities 

which underpin this include a strong emphasis on literacy and numeracy skills as a cornerstone for 

learning. The Australian Curriculum describes a learning entitlement for all students and includes the core 

knowledge, understandings, skills, capabilities and priorities.  

The Australian Curriculum at Sacred Heart College Senior 

The South Australian Catholic schools sector has given an undertaking to the Australian Curriculum, 

Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) that the F – 10 Australian Curriculum will be implemented in 

all South Australian Catholic schools by the end of 2015. In accordance with this undertaking, Sacred Heart 

College Senior is implementing the year 10 Australian Curriculum in the core learning areas of English, 

Mathematics, Science, and Health and Physical Education. In addition, we are delivering other year 10 

curriculum programs that reflect those learning areas and subjects provided by ACARA. These other 

curriculum programs are referred to as electives. 

The Australian Curriculum has been designed to occupy 80% of the total teaching time available in schools. 

This allows Sacred Heart College Senior to consider our local context and focus areas such as Religious 

Education and the two mandated programs; Keeping Safe Child Protection Curriculum (delivered in the 

Pastoral Care program of lessons) and Made in the Image of God, Human Sexuality Education 

(delivered in year 10 Religion Studies). 

Please note the SACE board has yet to confirm timelines for the integration of the Australian Curriculum 

subjects into SACE. 
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The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) 

The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is a compulsory 10 credit subject undertaken at Stage 1 level of the 

South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE). At Sacred Heart College Senior all Year 10 students are 

required to study this compulsory subject. 

Students must achieve a C grade or better to complete the subject successfully and gain their SACE.  

The PLP helps students to: 

 plan their personal and learning goals for the future 

 make informed decisions about their personal development, education, and training.  

Developing goals for the future will engage students in activities such as: 

 selecting subjects, courses, and other learning relevant to pathways through and beyond school 

 investigating possible career choices  

 exploring personal and learning goals. 
 

The Year 10 Subject Pattern 

The Year 10 subject pattern is shown in the table below. All students will complete three full year core 

subjects – English, Mathematics, and Science. They will also complete three semester length core 

subjects – History, Health & Physical Education, and Religion Studies.  

The PLP subject is incorporated into Health & Physical Education and Religion Studies. The PLP 

assessment tasks are divided evenly between both subjects (2 tasks in both Health & Physical Education 

and Religion Studies).  

Finally, all students will select three semester length elective subjects from a wide range listed in the 

following pages. 

 
 

Full Year Subjects Semester Length Subjects 

English Religion Studies (includes PLP) 

Mathematics History  

Science Health & Physical Education (includes PLP) 

 Elective 1 

 Elective 2 

 Elective 3 
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YEAR 10 COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS (Australian Curriculum) 
One 
semester 

Full 
Year 

Religious Education   

Religion Studies (incorporates PLP) *   

English (choose one of the following)   

English   

Essential English   

English as an Additional Language of Dialect (EALD)   

Mathematics (choose one of the following)   

Mathematics (Specialist)   

Mathematics (Methods)   

Mathematics (General)   

Mathematics in Society   

Sciences (choose one of the following)   

Science   

Science for Everyday Living   

Health & Physical Education   

Health & Physical Education (incorporates PLP)   

Humanities & Social Sciences   

History   

 

* Locally developed curriculum 
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YEAR 10 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 
 

ELECTIVE SUBJECTS (Australian Curriculum) 
One 
semester 

Full 
Year 

Languages   

Italian    

Japanese   

Mathematics   

Specialist Maths A (semester 2)   

The Arts 

Dance   

Drama   

Music   

Music Industry Skills *   

Visual Arts - Art   

Visual Arts - Design *   

Humanities & Social Sciences   

Accounting *   

Geography   

Great Australian Trials *   

The World of Business *   

Health and Physical Education   

Food & Hospitality *   

Technology   

3D Design & Manufacture *   

Digital Technologies   

Furniture Construction *   

Photography *   

Web Design *   

 

* Locally developed curriculum 
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION  
 

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is awarded to students who successfully complete 

their senior secondary education. Students usually complete their SACE over 2 years, but may take longer. 

The SACE is a qualification that paves the way for young people to move from school to work or further 

training and study. 

The certificate is based on two stages of achievement: Stage 1 (normally undertaken in Year 11) and Stage 

2 (Year 12). However, all Year 10 students at Sacred Heart College undertake 10 credits of Stage 1 study 

by completing their Personal Learning Plan (PLP). The PLP subject is incorporated into Health & Physical 

Education and Religion Studies. The PLP assessment tasks are divided evenly between both subjects (2 

tasks in both Health & Physical Education and Religion Studies). 

Each subject or course successfully completed earns ‘credits’ towards the SACE, with a minimum of 200 

credits required for students to gain the certificate. 

In addition to earning the 200 credits all students must complete the following compulsory subjects: Stage 1 

English (20 credits), Stage 1 Mathematics (10 credits), PLP (10 credits), Stage 2 Research Project (10 

credits), and a minimum of three 20 credit Stage 2 subjects. Each of these compulsory aspects of the 

SACE must be achieved at a level of C or higher. 

Students will achieve a grade of A to E for each of their Stage 1 SACE subjects and A+ to E- for their Stage 

2 subjects. 

The table below illustrates how the minimum 200 points are acquired to achieve the SACE: 
 

Requirements Credits 

Year 10  

Personal Learning Plan 10 

Year 11 (Stage 1)  

Literacy (from a range of English subjects and courses) 20 

Numeracy (from a range of mathematics subjects and courses) 10 

Year 11 or 12 (Stages 1 or 2)  

Other subjects and courses of the student’s choice Up to 90 

Year 12 (Stage 2)  

Research Project 10 

Other Stage 2 subjects and courses* 60 or more 

Total 200 

 

Stage 1 compulsory subjects and courses   

 

Stage 2 compulsory subjects and courses  
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THE SACE AT SACRED HEART COLLEGE SENIOR 
 

At Sacred Heart College Senior students will study more than the 200 credits required to achieve the 

SACE. Students will earn, on average, 220 credits. 

The table below illustrates how the 220 points are achieved at Sacred Heart College: 
 

Year 10 Stage 1 (Year 11) Stage 2 (Year 12) 

Semester 
1 or 2 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Full Year 

P
L

P
 (1

0
 c

re
d

its
)* 

English (10 credits)* English (10 credits)* 
Research Project (10 
credits)* 

Maths (10 credits)* 
Religion Studies (Stage 2) 
 (10 credits) 

Subject (20 credits)* 

Subject (10 credits) Subject (10 credits) Subject (20 credits)* 

Subject (10 credits) Subject (10 credits) Subject (20 credits)* 

Subject (10 credits) Subject (10 credits) Subject (20 credits) 

Subject (10 credits) Subject (10 credits)  

 
*Compulsory subjects where minimum C grade at Stage 1 (or C- grade at Stage 2) must be obtained 

 
Following are subject selection exemplars which demonstrate pathways of study for students. 

Jules, a student wishing to be a Diesel Mechanic, studies the following Stage 1 and Stage 2 subjects: 
 

Stage 1 (Year 11) Stage 2 (Year 12) 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Full Year 

English (10 credits) English (10 credits) Research Project (10 credits) 

Maths Applications 
(10 credits) 

Maths Applications  
(10 credits) 

Furniture Construction  
 (20 credits) 

Physical Education 
(10 credits) 

Physical Education  
(10 credits) 

Maths Applications (20 credits) 

Workplace Practices 
(10 credits) 

Workplace Practices 
(10 credits) 

Workplace Practices (includes VET)  
(20 credits) 

VET placement (10 credits) VET placement (10 credits) Community Studies (20 credits) 

Religion Studies  
(10 credits) 

Furniture Construction  
(10 credits) 

 

 
The VET placement enables Jules to get a head start on Mechanics’ training by beginning Certificate II 
Automotive at TAFE.
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Jesse, a student wishing to study Engineering at University, studies the following Stage 1 and Stage 2 
subjects: 
 

Stage 1 (Year 11) Stage 2 (Year 12) 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Full Year 

English (10 credits) English (10 credits) Research Project (10 credits) 

Specialist Maths 
(10 credits) 

Specialist Maths  
(10 credits) 

Specialist Maths (20 credits) 

Specialist Maths  
(10 credits) 

Specialist Maths  
(10 credits) 

Maths Studies (20 credits) 

Physics (10 credits) Physics(10 credits) Physics (20 credits) 

Chemistry (10 credits) Chemistry (10 credits) Chemistry(20 credits) 

Biology (10 credits) Religion Studies (10 credits)  

 

Qualifying for Entrance to University under SACE 

 

Students who complete the SACE are eligible for University entry, provided they meet certain requirements. 

For University entry, students need to achieve 90 credits at Stage 2, including the three compulsory 20-

credit Stage 2 subjects required for SACE completion. Student eligibility to a University course/program is 

competitive in relation to other applicants. Student competitiveness is based on a rank (ATAR) which 

ranges from 0 to 99.95. 

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) is calculated in a variety of ways defined by the 

universities. See page 15 for full details. 

Universities also specify required subjects for some of their courses. Pre-requisite subjects are used to 

determine eligibility and must be studied. Students must achieve a minimum C grade in pre-requisite 

subjects. Subjects designated as Assumed Knowledge are not compulsory but are recommended as 

beneficial to the student’s tertiary study.  

Full details of University and TAFE entry requirements for 2015 onwards are published in the Tertiary 

Entrance Booklet 2015, 2016, 2017 issued by the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre. Go to the 

SATAC website for more information www.satac.edu.au. Each of the South Australian universities operate 

bonus points schemes which are subject related and also equity based. Further details are available from 

the above Tertiary Entrance Booklet 2015, 2016, 2017. 

Qualifying for Entrance to TAFE under SACE 

TAFE SA Certificate II and higher courses have Minimum Entry Requirements (MER) which all applicants 

must meet in order to be eligible for selection. Minimum Entry Requirements differ according to the level of 

the TAFE SA course concerned. 

There are no Minimum Entry Requirements for Certificate I level courses. 

Minimum Entry Requirements for Certificate II level courses are: 

http://www.satac.edu.au/
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 Meet a literacy standard by the successful completion of 20 credits of Stage 1 English or 

equivalent; 

 Meet a numeracy standard by the successful completion of 10 credits of Stage 1 Mathematics or 

equivalent. 

OR 

 Satisfactory achievement in the TAFE SA Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) or satisfactory 

achievement in Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT). 

Minimum Entry Requirements for Certificate III level courses are: 

 Satisfactory completion of the SACE; 

OR  

 Any completed Certificate 11 or higher; 

OR 

 Satisfactory achievement in the TAFE SA Assessment of Basic Skills (TABS) or satisfactory 

achievement in Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT). 

 Selection into TAFE is based on merit, where there are more eligible applicants for a TAFE SA 

course than places available; applicants are ranked in order of merit and selected accordingly. 

School leavers may receive additional points for their Year 12 studies for all courses Bonus points 

are awarded for specified senior secondary subjects depending on the course for which application 

is made. More details are available from the Careers Office or at the following website: 

www.tafesa.gov.au  

SACE to Employment 

The SACE is achievable for all students and there are many benefits to formally completing your Secondary 

Education. Some students complete their SACE even though the entry requirement for a particular course, 

training program or job does not require it.   

If a potential course provider or employer will not keep a position on hold until you have completed your 

studies, then you will need to carefully weigh up the option of completing SACE.  Consequently, students 

should give thought to completing subjects with a vocational orientation.  

Some students will complete their SACE, make no application for tertiary courses but seek employment.  

These students need to be organised, focused, obtain good comments on reports, and select suitable 

subjects in Years 11 and 12.  Students in this group are usually advised to undertake full year Mathematics 

and English courses to keep their options open.  They should also be undertaking holiday blocks of Work 

Experience to add substance to their Resume and improve their employability.  Thorough preparation for 

the job search and application process is very important, and the Careers Office has an abundance of 

information to assist students. 

Students Who Leave Prior to the Completion of SACE 

In South Australia we now have a Compulsory Education Age which came into effect from January 1 2009. 

This law requires all 16 year olds to be in full-time education or training until they achieve a qualification or 

until they turn 17. For more details contact the Careers Office or visit the website: 

www.edlawreform.sa.gov.au/pages/snrsec/faq/ 

Some students will not achieve the SACE because they leave before completing the requirements.  

Students may choose this pathway because they have been offered a sound employment/training option.  

Other students may leave to undertake further studies with a technical school such as Marcellin Technical 

http://www.tafesa.gov.au/
http://www.edlawreform.sa.gov.au/pages/snrsec/faq/
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College www.marcellintechnicalcollege.com.au  (where they may also complete the SACE) or a private 

provider such as a Naturopathy College or Business School. 

Pathways Back to SACE 

Students can complete their SACE over any number of years.  In addition, an Australian Tertiary 

Admissions Rank (ATAR) is calculated after three attempts which need not be in consecutive years.  The 

subjects used for the ATAR calculation do not have to be studied in consecutive years.  Whilst some 

students leave prior to completion of their SACE, they may return at a later date to fulfil the missing 

requirements for SACE completion.  

Students Aiming for an Apprenticeship/Traineeship 

If students are aiming for an apprenticeship/traineeship they will need to check requirements with the major 

employers or group training organisations available via the internet or direct contact. Things to check 

include: 

 amount of work experience desired; 

 preferred Year 11 and 12 subjects, especially those with a vocational orientation; 

 preferred TAFE/VET qualifications; 

 other requirements, i.e. colour vision, portfolio, typing speed, etc.; 

 TAFE requirements for studies associated with the apprenticeship. 

Students pursuing this pathway may want to undertake some of the SHCS subjects that result in VET 

credit.  This credit may mean less time that the employer has to release you for associated study days.  It 

may be useful in winning that apprenticeship offer.   

Students who are unable to secure an apprenticeship straight from school may apply for a position in a Pre-

Vocational Certificate Course usually offered through TAFE. Direct application to SATAC is required. These 

courses are aimed at helping you improve your chances for gaining an apprenticeship. There are also 

opportunities for students in school based traineeships/apprenticeships in some industries.  Generally, this 

is arranged by the student and/or employer.  The school is able to assist with the appropriate recognition of 

competencies within SACE. 

Pathways to University without SACE 

Students in this category, once 18 years of age, may be able to sit for a STAT test and apply for specific 

University Programs/Courses depending on their result.  Some courses and programs will also take into 

account personal competencies and/or employment experience. The SATAC Guide (www.satac.edu.au) 

has further information. The South Australian universities may also offer foundation courses which can 

prepare prospective students for university study. 

Finally, there are well defined pathways from TAFE Courses to University Courses. These are specific to 

the relevant courses and programs and further information should be obtained from the relevant institution. 

http://www.marcellintechnicalcollege.com.au/
http://www.satac.edu.au/
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AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANK (ATAR)  
 

Selection into university courses is based on both eligibility and rank. Eligibility allows the student to be 

considered for selection; rank determines whether the student is competitive enough to be selected. 

Eligibility 

To be eligible for selection into a university course/program the student must:  

 qualify for the SACE; 

 obtain an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR); 

 meet any prerequisite subject requirements for the course/program. 

 
Competitiveness 

A student’s competitiveness in relation to other applicants is based on their ATAR which is a rank given to 

students on a range from 0 to 99.95. A student’s ATAR is calculated from their university aggregate.  

To obtain a university aggregate and an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) a student must: 

 qualify for the SACE; 

 comply with the rules regarding precluded combinations; 

 comply with the rules regarding counting restrictions; 

 complete at least 90 credits of study in Tertiary Admissions Subjects (TAS) and Recognised 

Studies at Stage 2 from a maximum of three attempts; 

 include in these 90 credits  

o a minimum of 60 credits must be 20 credit TAS; 

o a maximum of 20 credits can be Recognised Studies. 

 
Calculating the University Aggregate 

The university aggregate is calculated from scaled scores. These are the numeric measures of a student’s 

performance in TAS which are derived from their grades, and are reported to them out of 20.0 for 20 credit 

subjects and out of 10.0 for 10 credit subjects. Please note that if the student does not attempt the publicly 

assessed component of a TAS (e.g. an examination or final recital), the student will be given a scaled score 

of 0.0. 

The university aggregate in 2015 will be calculated from the student’s best scaled scores from a maximum 

of three attempts, and from the following:  

 

 Three 20 credit TAS (including valid pairs); plus 

 The best outcome from the flexible option, which is the best 30 credits of scaled scores or scaled 

score equivalents from: 

o the scaled score of a 20 credit TAS; 

o half the scaled score of one or more 20 credit TAS; 

o the scaled score of one or more 10 credit TAS; 

o scaled score equivalents for Recognised Studies to the value of 10 or the maximum of 20 

credits;  
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The calculation of the university aggregate is subject to precluded combination and counting restriction 

rules. Subjects with scaled scores of 0.0 can be used in the calculation of the university aggregate.  

The subjects used in the calculation can only come from a maximum of three attempts which need not be in 

consecutive years. 

 

How the university aggregate is calculated 

 

60 + 30 
 
The scaled scores from three 20 credit Tertiary Admissions 
Subjects (TAS) are used. 
 
Normally, 10-credit subjects do not count towards this 
requirement but some 10-credit subjects in the same subject 
area, when studied in pairs, can substitute for a 20-credit 
subject. These are called valid pairs. Such subjects are 
identified in the SATAC Tertiary Entrance Booklet. 

 
The score for the flexible option is 
the best 30 credits of scaled 
scores or scaled score 
equivalents from: 
 
• the scaled score of a 20 credit 

TAS; 
• half the scaled score of one or 

more 20 credit TAS; 
• the scaled score of one or more 

10 credit TAS; 
• scaled score equivalents for 

Recognised Studies to the 
value of 10 or the maximum of 
20 credits. 

 

The university aggregate is the best possible score calculated from the above options subject to 
counting restrictions and precluded combinations. 

 
Converting the University Aggregate to an ATAR 

 

The university aggregate is converted to an ATAR. The ATAR is an indicator of how well a particular 

student has performed relative to other students. It is calculated as follows: 

 The group of students who have qualified for a university aggregate in each year is called the 

cohort for that year. 

 For each university aggregate score (in the range 0-90.0) obtained by the students in this cohort, 

the percentage of students who obtained that score or better is calculated. This is known as 

calculating the percentile distribution. 

 Each score in the range 0-90.0 now has a corresponding percentile rank in the range 0-100. For 

example, if a score of 80.4 or better out of 90.0 has been obtained by 10% of the cohort, the score 

of 80.4 will correspond to a percentile rank of 90.0 (100 – 10). 

 The cohort in a given year may differ from that of other years in that it may represent a smaller or 

larger percentage of the population of the same age group. The percentage from the given year is 

known as the participation rate. It is calculated using population statistics obtained from the 

Australian Bureau of Statistics and measuring these against the size of the cohort. If an allowance 

were not made for this, the final ATAR would not be comparable from one year to the next. 

 The percentile rank is then adjusted to take account of the participation rate and the result is the 

ATAR. 

When the calculations are completed, a student’s relative position on the ATAR range is unchanged from 

the student’s relative position on the university aggregate range. 
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It is important to remember that a rank is not a score and an ATAR cannot be calculated arithmetically from 

a university aggregate. 

 
Reporting the University Aggregate and ATAR 

The university aggregate is reported to students on a score range of 0-90.0 with intervals of 0.1. The ATAR 

is reported to students on a percentile scale, i.e. on a range 0-99.95 with intervals of 0.05. The university 

aggregate and ATAR are reported only to students who qualify for the SACE or NTCET. 

 
Bonus Schemes  

The three South Australian universities, Flinders University, The University of Adelaide and the University of 

South Australia, are replacing all existing equity and subject bonus schemes with two new bonus schemes. 

The new schemes will come in to operation for students studying year 12 in 2015 who apply for entry to 

studies commencing in the 2016 university academic year. 

The two new schemes are the SA Universities Equity Scheme and the SA Language, Literacy and 

Mathematics Bonus Scheme.  

The new schemes will be administered by SATAC based on rules provided by the universities. 

Any bonuses applied by the universities will continue to be added to the university aggregate from which 

Selection Ranks are calculated. The SA Universities Equity Scheme awards 5 bonus points for eligible 

students, and the SA Language, Literacy and Mathematics Bonus Scheme awards 2 or 4 points for eligible 

students. An individual student can receive a maximum of 9 bonus points under both schemes. 

 
Prerequisites 

Some university courses/programs require students to have studied one or more specific Stage 2 subjects 

to a minimum standard in order to be eligible for selection into the course/program. These subjects are 

known as prerequisites. 

In order to fulfil a prerequisite subject requirement, a student must obtain a minimum grade of C- or better. 

The grade is used (rather than the scaled score) because the course/program administrators are interested 

in how well the student performed in the subject itself as measured against the learning requirements of the 

Subject Outline. 

Since prerequisites are used to determine eligibility, not rank, they do not have to contribute to the 

university aggregate. 

 
Assumed Knowledge 

Many university courses/programs recommend that commencing students have background knowledge in 

one or more specified Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or have an identified skill which will enhance the 

student’s understanding of the course/program content. This is known as assumed knowledge. 

Assumed knowledge is not compulsory and is not used in the selection process for entry to university 

courses/programs. Statements of assumed knowledge are intended purely to assist students in 

understanding course/program content and to allow them to make subject choices which may be of benefit 

to them in their future tertiary studies. 
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Examples of University Aggregate Calculations for 2015 

 

Student Jordan 

Subject Scaled Score 

Scientific Studies (20 credits) 18.0 / 20.0 

Biology (20 credits) 15.0 / 20.0 

Food & Hospitality (20 credits) 12.0 / 20.0 

Mathematical Methods (20 credits) 8.0 / 20.0 

Research Project B (10 credits) 6.0 / 10.0 

 

Scaled Scores from three 20 credit TAS – 60 credits Flexible Option – 30 credits 

Scientific Studies  

20 credits 

Biology 

20 credits 

Food & Hospitality  

20 credits 

Research Project B 

10 credits  

Maths Methods 

20 credits 

18.0 15.0 12.0 6.0 8.0 

 
 

Student Jesse 

Subject Scaled Score 

Accounting (20 credits) 18.0 / 20.0 

Economics (20 credits) 14.0 / 20.0 

Mathematical Applications (20 credits) 13.0 / 20.0 

Musicianship (10 credits) 8.0 / 10.0 

Solo Performance (10 credits) 8.0 / 10.0 

Research Project B (10 credits) 6.0 / 10.0 

Cert III in Hospitality  

(counting 30 credits towards the SACE) 

Average of the first 70 credits of TAS = 15.4/20.0  

(counting 20 credits towards the aggregate) 

 

Scaled Scores from three 20 credit TAS  

– 60 credits 
Flexible Option – 30 credits 

Accounting  

20 credits 

Musicianship 

10 credits 

Solo Performance 

10 credits 

Economics 

20 credits 

Cert III in Hospitality 

10 credits  

½ Maths Applications 

20 credits 

18.0 8.0 + 8.0 = 16.0 14.0 15.4 6.5 
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Student Jasmine 

Subject Scaled Score 

Physics (20 credits) 18.0 / 20.0 

Biology (20 credits) 15.0 / 20.0 

Psychology (20 credits) 12.0 / 20.0 

English Studies (20 credits) 8.0 / 20.0 

Research Project B (10 credits) 6.0 / 10.0 

Religion Studies (10 credits) 5.0 / 10.0 

 

Scaled Scores from three 20 credit TAS  

– 60 credits 
Flexible Option – 30 credits 

Physics 

20 credits 

Biology 

20 credits 

Psychology 

20 credits 

RPB 

10 credits 

Musicianship 

10 credits 

½ English Studies 

20 credits 

18.0 15.0 12.0 6.0 5.0 4.0 

 

Precluded Combinations and Counting Restrictions 

 
For students who require an ATAR, the following subjects may not be studied together: 
 

3D CAD/CAM 
Plastics 

& Furniture Construction, Photography, or Web Design 

Furniture 
Construction 

& 3D CAD/CAM Plastics, Web Design, or Photography 

Photography & 3D CAD/CAM Plastics, Web Design, or Furniture Construction 

Web Design & Photography , 3D CAD/CAM Plastics, or Furniture Construction 

NB: No more than 20 credits from 3D CAD/CAM Plastics, Furniture Construction, 
Photography, and Web Design may be counted towards an ATAR 

Mathematical 
Studies 

& Mathematical Methods, or Mathematical Applications 

Mathematical 
Methods 

& Mathematical Studies, or Mathematical Applications 

Mathematical 
Applications 

& Mathematical Studies, or Mathematical Methods 

NB: No more than 40 credits of Mathematics subjects may be counted towards an ATAR 

Visual Art Studies - 
Art 

& Visual Art Studies – Design 

English Studies & English Communications, English Pathways, ESL, or ESL Studies 

English 
Communications 

& English Studies, English Pathways, ESL, or ESL Studies 

English Pathways & English Studies, English Communications, ESL, or ESL Studies 

ESL Studies & 
English Studies, English Communications, English Pathways, or 
ESL 

ESL & 
English Studies, English Communications, English Pathways, or 
ESL Studies 

NB: No more than 20 credits of Cross Disciplinary and Integrated Learning subjects may 
be counted towards an ATAR 

NB: No more than 40 credits of Music subjects may be counted towards an ATAR 
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Year 10 

Specialist 

Mathematics 

Year 10 

General 

Mathematics  

Year 10 

Maths in Society 

Stage 1 
 
Maths Methods 1 (SEM 1) 
Maths Methods 2 (SEM 2) 
Maths Methods 3 (SEM 1 or 2) 

Stage 1 
 
General Maths 1 (SEM 1)   

General Maths 2 (SEM 2)                   

Stage 1 
 
Essential Maths (SEM 1)  
Essential Maths 2 (SEM 2) 

Stage 2 
 
Specialist Mathematics 
Mathematical Methods 

Stage 2  
 

Mathematical Methods 

Stage 2  
 
General Mathematics 

Stage 1 
 
Specialist Maths 1 (SEM 1) 
Specialist Maths 3 (SEM 1) 
Specialist Maths 2 (SEM 2) 

Specialist Maths 4 (SEM 2) 

Possible Tertiary Areas of Study 
Mathematical Sciences, engineering, 
computer science, physical sciences, and 
surveying.  Economics and commerce may 
also benefit from the study of this course. 

Possible Tertiary Areas of Study  
Architecture, economics, biological / 
environmental / geological /  
Agricultural science. Accounting, 
management, computer studies, health 
sciences, business, commerce, and 
psychology. 
 

For accurate information about courses, prerequisites, and 
assumed knowledge, students should consult the Curriculum 
Handbook or the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre. 

Year 10 

Possible Tertiary Areas of Study 
Visual arts, engineering trades, small 
business, tourism and hospitality, and nursing 
and paramedical areas. Stage 1 

 
Maths for Industry (SEM 2)  

Year 10 

Mathematical 

Methods 

Stage 2 Community Studies 
 
Work in the Community 
(Trade maths) 

 

Year 11 Year 12 Tertiary Study 

PATHWAYS      IN      MATHEMATICS 

Stage 2  
 
Essential Mathematics 

 

Please Note: This subject does not lead to 
Tertiary study 
This subject provides specific preparation for 
students who wish to gain a Trade 
Apprenticeship 
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STAGE 1 SUBJECTS 
 

SUBJECT 
One 
semester 

Full Year 
No. of 
Credits 

English & Languages    

English   20 

Literacy for Work & Community Life   20 

English Pathways - Journalism   10 

English Pathways – Creative Writing   10 

English as a Second Language (ESL)   20 

Italian (continuers)   20 

Japanese (continuers)   20 

Mathematics    

Specialist Mathematics   +  40 

Mathematical Studies  +   30 

Mathematical Applications   10 or 20 

Mathematics Pathways - Consumer Mathematics  Sem 1  10 

Mathematics Pathways - Maths for Industry  Sem 2  10 

Sciences    

Biology   10 or 20 

Chemistry   20 

Physics   20 

Psychology   10 or 20 

Scientific Studies   10 

Arts    

Visual Arts – Art    10 or 20 

Visual Arts – Design    10 or 20 

Dance   10 or 20 

Drama   10 or 20 

Music Advanced   10 or 20 

Music Experience   10 or 20 

Humanities & Social Sciences    

Accounting   10 or 20 

Ancient Studies   10 

Business & Enterprise   10 

Economics   10 or 20 

Geography   10 or 20 

History   10 or 20 

Legal Studies   10 or 20 

Tourism   10 

Health and Physical Education    

Food & Hospitality   10 

Health   10 

Integrated Learning (Fitness, Health & Physical Activity)   10 

Physical Education   10 or 20 
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Technology    

Information Technology   10 

Information Processing & Publishing   10 

Communication Products I (Web Design)   10 

Communication Products II (Photography)   10 

Material Products I (3D CAD/CAM Plastics)   10 

Material Products II (Furniture Construction)   10 or 20 

Cross-Disciplinary Studies    

Workplace Practices (includes VET)   40 

Workplace Practices (Football)   20 

Community Studies (negotiated topic(s))   10 or 20 

Religious Education 

Religion Studies (Stage 2 - 10 credits)    

Religion Studies Enrichment    
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STAGE 2 SUBJECTS 

TERTIARY ADMISSIONS SUBJECTS (TAS)  
Each subject worth 20 credits unless otherwise stated 

English & Languages The Arts 

English Studies Dance 

English Communications Drama 

English Pathways I Music (choose no more than 4 of the following): 

English Pathways II (Literacy & Communication)  Composing & Arranging (10 credits) 

English as Second Language Studies  Ensemble Performance (10 credits) 

English as a Second Language  Music Individual Study (10 credits) 

Italian (continuers)  Music Technology (10 credits) 

Japanese (continuers)  Musicianship (10 credits) 

Mathematics  Solo Performance (10 credits) 

Specialist Mathematics Visual Arts – Art 

Mathematical Studies Visual Arts – Design 

Mathematical Methods Health and Physical Education 

Mathematical Applications Food & Hospitality 

Sciences Health (available in 2016) 

Biology Integrated Learning (Health, Fitness & 

Chemistry Physical Activity) 

Physics Integrated Learning (Food & Hospitality) 

Psychology Physical Education 

Nutrition Technology 

Scientific Studies Communication Products I (Web Design) 

Humanities & Social Sciences Communication Products II (Photography) 

Accounting Information Technology 

Business & Enterprise Information Processing & Publishing 

Classical Studies Material Products I (3D CAD/CAM Plastics) 

Economics Material Products II (Furniture Construction) 

Geography Cross-Disciplinary Studies 

Legal Studies Research Project B 

Modern History Workplace Practices (includes VET) 

Tourism  

  

SUBJECTS (without TAS status) 

Cross-Disciplinary Studies 

Community Studies (negotiated topic(s)) 

Community Studies (Work in the Community – Trade Maths) 
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YEAR 10 
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Year 10: 3D Design and Manufacturing           ELECTIVE SUBJECT

 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

The aim of this course is to extend the ability to 
visualise and represent three-dimensional objects 
in a computer modelling environment and to 
effectively design and model 3D solutions to 
engineering design briefs to industry standards. 

By completing this course students will: 

 Understand and apply the 
Plan/Make/Appraise process, which is 
essential in arriving at sound design 
outcomes. 

 Develop drawing skills to communicate 
design ideas. 

 Gain proficiency and have the opportunity 
to create designs using current 3D 
Computer Aided Design software (Creo 
2.0 Parametric). 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of 
3D Printing technology, laser cutting, 
CNC Roland Mill. 

 Consider the impact of technology on 
themselves, society and the environment. 

Content 

Students will complete the following areas of 
study: 

 Materials and technology analysis. 

 Design and Communicate set tasks using 
standard methods. 

 Design and manufacture of simple and 
complex 3D models in ABS and PLA 
plastics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Materials and technology assignment – 
20% 

 The design, manufacture and evaluation 
of models – 80% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Accounting      ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

The study of Accounting gives students 
opportunities to learn the practical skills needed to 
manage their own financial affairs and to develop 
an understanding of the ethical considerations 
that affect financial decision-making.  They 
develop an understanding of the successful 
management of financial affairs in business, and 
gain knowledge and skills related to accounting 
processes for organisational and business 
applications. Students also learn how to interpret 
financial information and how to convey this 
information to interested users. 
 
Year 10 students will be introduced to basic 
Bookkeeping and Accounting using manual and 
computerised methods.   
 

Content 

Students will complete the following areas of 
study: 

 The Accounting process; 

 Petty Cash; 

 Budgeting and Price Setting strategies. 
 
Students will participate in a variety of tasks which 
may include: 

 Case Studies; 

 Accounting and Bookkeeping Problems; 

 Research essays; 

 Basic analysis and interpretation of 
reports. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Tests –  45% 

 Assignments –  35% 

 End of semester exam - 20% 
 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Dance      AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Years 9 and 10 Level Description 

In Years 9 and 10, learning in Dance builds on the 
experience of the previous band. It involves 
students making and responding to dance, 
independently and in small groups, and with their 
teachers and communities. They explore dance 
as an art form through choreography, 
performance and appreciation.  

Students build on their awareness of the body and 
how it is used in particular dance styles. They 
extend their understanding and use space, time, 
dynamics and relationships to expand their 
choreographic intentions. They extend the 
combinations of fundamental movement skills to 
include dance style-specific movement skills. 
They extend technical skills from the previous 
band increasing their confidence, accuracy, clarity 
of movement and projection. 

As they experience dance, students draw on 
dances from a range of cultures, times and 
locations. They explore the dance and influences 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
and those of the Asia region. Students reflect on 
the development of traditional and contemporary 
styles of dance and how choreographers can be 
identified through the style of their choreography.  

As they make and respond to dance, students 
explore meaning and interpretation, forms and 
elements and social, cultural and historical 
contexts of dance. They evaluate dancers’ 
success in expressing the choreographers’ 
intentions and the use of expressive skills in 
dances they view and perform. 

Students understand that safe dance underlie all 
experiences in the study of dance. They perform 
within their own body capabilities and work safely 
in groups. 

 

 

Content 

 Improvise to find new movement using the 
elements of dance  

 Create short compositions using choreographic 
devices to develop movement 

 Practise and refine style-specific technique 

 Structure dances using motifs, choreographic 
devices and form 

 Perform dances using style-specific techniques 
and expressive skills 

 Evaluate their own choreography and 
performance, and that of others 

 Analyse dance from contemporary and past 
times to explore differing viewpoints 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students analyse the 

choreographer’s use of the elements of dance, 
choreographic devices, form and production 

elements to communicate choreographic intent in 
dances they make, perform and view.  

They evaluate the impact of dance from different 
cultures, places and times on Australian dance. 

Students choreograph dances by using the 
elements of dance, choreographic devices and 

form to communicate their choreographic intent. 
They choreograph, rehearse and perform dances, 

demonstrating technical and expressive skills 
appropriate to the genre and style. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Digital Technologies   AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Year 9 and 10 Band Description 

Learning in Digital Technologies focuses on 
further developing understanding and skills in 
computational thinking such as precisely and 
accurately describing problems and the use of 
modular approaches to solutions. It also focuses 
on engaging students with specialised learning in 
preparation for vocational training or learning in 
the senior secondary years. 

By the end of Year 10, students will have had 
opportunities to analyse problems and design, 
implement and evaluate a range of digital 
solutions, such as database-driven websites and 
artificial intelligence engines and simulations. 

In Year 9 and 10, students consider how human 
interaction with networked systems introduces 
complexities surrounding access to, and the 
security and privacy of, data of various types. 
They interrogate security practices and 
techniques used to compress data, and learn 
about the importance of separating content, 
presentation and behavioural elements for 
data integrity and maintenance purposes. 

Students explore how bias can impact the results 
and value of data collection methods and they use 
structured data to analyse, visualise, model and 
evaluate objects and events. 

They learn how to develop multilevel abstractions, 
identify standard elements such as searching and 
sorting in algorithms, and explore the trade-offs 
between the simplicity of a model and the 
faithfulness of its representation. 

When defining problems students consider the 
functional and non-functional requirements of a 
solution through interacting with clients and 
regularly reviewing processes. They consolidate 
their algorithmic design skills to incorporate 
testing and review, and further develop their 
understanding of the user experience to 
incorporate a wider variety of user needs. 
Students develop modular solutions to complex 
problems using an object-oriented programming 
language where appropriate, and evaluate their 
solutions and existing information systems based 
on a broad set of criteria including connections to 
existing policies and their enterprise potential. 
They consider the privacy and security 

implications of how data are used and controlled, 
and suggest how policies and practices can be 
improved to ensure the sustainability and safety of 
information systems. 

Students progressively become more skilled at 
identifying the steps involved in planning solutions 
and developing detailed plans that are mindful of 
risks and sustainability requirements. When 
creating solutions, both individually and 
collaboratively, students comply with legal 
obligations, particularly with respect to the 
ownership of information, and when creating 
interactive solutions for sharing in online 
environments. 

Content 

Digital Technologies knowledge and 
understanding 

 Investigate the role of hardware and software 
in managing, controlling and securing the 
movement of and access to data in networked 
digital systems  

 Analyse simple compression of data and how 
content data are separated from presentation 

 
Digital Technologies processes and production 
strand 

 Develop techniques for acquiring, storing and 

validating quantitative and qualitative data from 

a range of sources, considering privacy and 

security requirements 

 Analyse and visualise data to create 

information and address complex problems, 

and model processes, entities and their 

relationships using structured data 

 Precisely define and decompose real-world 

problems, taking into account functional and 

non-functional requirements and including 

interviewing stakeholders to identify needs 

 Design the user experience of a digital system, 

evaluating alternative designs against criteria 

including functionality, accessibility, usability, 

and aesthetics 

 Design algorithms represented 

diagrammatically and in structured English and 

validate algorithms and programs through 

tracing and test cases 

 Implement modular programs, applying 

selected algorithms and data structures 

including using an object-oriented 

programming language  

 Critically evaluate how well developed 

solutions and existing information systems and 
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policies take account of future risks and 

sustainability and provide opportunities for 

innovation and enterprise 

 Create interactive solutions for sharing ideas 

and information online, taking into account 

social contexts and legal responsibilities 

 Plan and manage projects using an iterative 

and collaborative approach, identifying risks 

and considering safety and sustainability 

Year 9 and 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students explain the 
control and management of networked digital 
systems and the security implications of the 
interaction between hardware, software and 
users. They explain simple data compression, and 
why content data are separated from 
presentation. 

Students plan and manage digital projects using 
an iterative approach. They define and 

decompose complex problems in terms of 
functional and non-functional requirements. 
Students design and evaluate user experiences 
and algorithms. They design and implement 
modular programs, including an object-oriented 
program, using algorithms and data structures 
involving modular functions that reflect the 
relationships of real-world data and data entities. 
They take account of privacy and security 
requirements when selecting and validating data. 
Students test and predict results and implement 
digital solutions. They evaluate information 
systems and their solutions in terms of risk, 
sustainability and potential for innovation and 
enterprise. They share and collaborate online, 
establishing protocols for the use, transmission 
and maintenance of data and projects. 

Contact teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter 
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Drama     AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Year 10 Level Description 

Yea 10 Drama involves students making and 
responding to drama independently and in small 
groups. They explore drama through 
improvisation, scripted drama, rehearsal and a 
public performance. 

Students develop their understanding and use of 
on or off stage roles. They extend the use of voice 
and movement to develop believability in acting a 
given character. They maintain focus and 
manipulate space and time, language, ideas and 
dramatic action. They experiment with mood and 
atmosphere and modify production elements to 
suit different audiences. 

As they experience drama, students draw on 
drama from a range of cultures focusing on 
traditional Greek, Elizabethan and Italian forms of 
theatre as well as the influences of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and those of the 
Asia region. As they explore these forms, students 
develop an understanding of the impact o these 
traditions upon contemporary theatre and that 
dramatists can be identified through their style of 
work. 

As they both make and respond to other dramatic 
performances, students explore different 
meanings and interpretations of performances. 
They consider how different forms of theatre and 
social, cultural and historical contexts influence 
both the presentation and understanding of 
drama. They evaluate actors’ and off stage 
practitioner’s success in expressing the directors’ 
intentions. 

Students maintain safety in drama and in 
interaction with other actors. Their understanding 
of the roles of artists and audiences builds upon 
previous bands as students engage with more 
diverse performances. 

Content 

Students will engage in whole class, individual 
and group workshops and will: 

 Improvise with the elements of drama such as 
stagecraft, group work and improvisation to 
develop dramatic  ideas 

 Practice and refine the expressive capacity of 
voice and movement to communicate 

 
Students will participate in devising a public 
performance and will: 

 Manipulate combinations of the elements of 
drama to develop various aspects of roles and 
characters  

 Structure drama to engage an 
audience through manipulation of dramatic 
action, forms and performance styles and by 
using design elements  

 Perform devised and scripted drama making 
deliberate artistic choices and shaping design 
elements to unify dramatic meaning for an 
audience 

 
Students will write (or orally present) a review 
of live theatre and a production report and 
will: 

 Evaluate how well professionals manipulate 
the elements of drama, use different theatrical 
forms and performance styles of public 
performances to both communicate meaning 
and create a desired aesthetic effect 

 Reflect on and evaluate how well their group 
were able to manipulate the elements of 
drama, use different theatrical forms and 
performance styles of public performances to 
both communicate meaning and create a 
desired aesthetic effect 

 
Students study an aspect of the history of 
theatre for presentation and will: 

 Analyse a range of drama from contemporary 
and past times to explore differing viewpoints 

 Research and apply the conventions of acting 
or off stage discipline within specific historical 
performance styles 

Years 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students analyse the 
elements of drama, forms and performance styles 
and evaluate meaning and aesthetic effect in 
drama they devise, interpret, perform and view. 
They use their experiences of drama practices 
from different cultures, places and times to 
evaluate drama from different viewpoints. 

Students develop and sustain different roles and 
characters for given circumstances and intentions. 
They perform devised and scripted drama in 
different forms, styles and performance spaces. 
They collaborate with others to plan, direct, 
produce, rehearse and refine performances. They 
select and use the elements of drama, narrative 
and structure in directing and acting in order to 
engage audiences. They refine performance and 
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expressive skills in voice and movement to 
convey dramatic action. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: English      AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Students must study either English, Essential English, or EALD at Year 10 

Duration 

Full Year 
 

Year 10 Level Description 

The English curriculum is built around the three 
interrelated strands of Language, Literature and 
Literacy. Together the strands focus on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding 
and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, 
writing and creating.  

Students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, 
groups and community members in a range of 
face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They 
experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts, including local community, vocational 
and global contexts. 

Students engage with a variety of texts for 
enjoyment. They interpret, create, evaluate, 
discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts 
as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. 
These include various types of media texts, 
including newspapers, film and digital texts, 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances 
and multimodal texts, with themes and issues 
involving levels of abstraction, higher order 
reasoning and intertextual references. Students 
develop critical understanding of the 
contemporary media, and the differences between 
media texts. 

The range of literary texts comprises Australian 
literature, including the narrative traditions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as 
well as the contemporary literature of these two 
cultural groups, and classic and contemporary 
world literature, including texts from and about 
Asia. 

Literary texts that support and extend students as 
independent readers are drawn from a range of 
genres and involve complex, challenging and 
unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid 
structures that may serve multiple purposes. 
These texts explore themes of human experience 
and cultural significance, interpersonal 
relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas 
within real-world and fictional settings and 
represent a variety of perspectives. Informative 
texts represent a synthesis of technical and  

 

abstract information (from credible/verifiable 
sources) about a wide range of specialised topics. 
Text structures are more complex including 
chapters, headings and subheadings, tables of 
contents, indexes and glossaries. Language 
features include successive complex sentences 
with embedded clauses, a high proportion of 
unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and 
rhetorical language, and dense information 
supported by various types of graphics and 
images. 

Students create a range of imaginative, 
informative and persuasive types of 
texts including narratives, procedures, 
performances, reports, discussions, literary 
analyses, transformations of texts and reviews. 

Content 

Language 

 Language variation and change 

 Language for interaction 

 Text structure and organisation 

 Expressing and developing ideas 

Literature 

 Literature and context 

 Responding to literature 

 Examining literature 

 Creating literature 

Literacy 

 Texts in context 

 Interacting with others 

 Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Creating texts 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how text 

structures can be used in innovative ways by 
different authors. They explain how the choice of 

language features, images and vocabulary 
contributes to the development of individual style. 

They develop and justify their own interpretations 
of texts. They evaluate other interpretations, 

analysing the evidence used to support them. 
They listen for ways features within texts can be 

manipulated to achieve particular effects. 

 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students show how the selection of language 
features can achieve precision and stylistic effect. 

They explain different viewpoints, attitudes and 
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perspectives through the development of cohesive 

and logical arguments. They develop their own 
style by experimenting with language features, 

stylistic devices, text structures and images. 
Students create a wide range of texts to 

articulate complex ideas. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and 

group discussions, building on others' ideas, 
solving problems, justifying opinions and 

developing and expanding arguments. They 
demonstrate understanding of grammar, vary 

vocabulary choices for impact, and accurately use 

spelling and punctuation when creating and 

editing texts. 

Contact teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian 
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) 
Note: Students must study either English, Essential English, or EALD at Year 10

Duration 

Full Year 
 

Subject Summary 

English as a Second Language is designed for 
students for whom English is an additional 
language or dialect. 
 
The subject is based on responding to, and 
composing, oral and written texts in a range of 
genres and situations. 

Content 

Areas of study include:  
 
Text Study  
Students explore a range of written, oral, and 
visual texts, constructed for different purposes 
and in a range of genres. Texts studied could 
include feature films, web pages, poetry, 
newspaper or magazine articles, documentaries, 
talks by guest speakers, news broadcasts or 
letters.  
 
Investigative Study  
Students investigate a topic of personal interest 
by moving beyond the classroom to interview one 
or more people of their choice.  
 
Communication Study  
The focus of this study is on written and oral texts 
as they are used in contexts beyond the 
classroom and, in particular, the use of texts to 
persuade, influence, and instruct other people.  
 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Text Production – 50% 

 Language Application – 50% 
 
(Oral and written tasks are of equal weighting.) 
 

Contact teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au

 

mailto:tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Essential English    AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Students must study either English, Essential English, or EALD at Year 10 

Duration 

Full Year 
 

Year 10 Level Description 

The English curriculum is built around the three 
interrelated strands of Language, Literature and 
Literacy. Together the strands focus on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding 
and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, 
writing and creating.  

Essential English is designed to develop students’ 
literacy skill and for those who wish to undertake a 
practical English course. Students examine the 
purpose and language of a range of texts, 
expanding their ability to understand, evaluate 
and communicate effectively in and for a range of 
contexts.  

This course develops and refines students’ 
language, literature and literacy skills which 
enable them to interact confidently and effectively 
with others in everyday, community, social and 
applied learning contexts. 

Essential English requires students to respond 
personally and logically to texts by questioning 
and reasoning. Emphasis is also placed on the 
communication of ideas and information both 
accurately and imaginatively through a range of 
modes; students focus on how language 
selection, imagery, type of text and mode can 
achieve specific effects. Subsequently, a 
knowledge and understanding of language and 
literacy skills are consolidated and demonstrated 
through the analysis and creation of a range of 
texts for different purposes. 

The range of literary texts comprises Australian 
literature, including the narrative traditions of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, as 
well as the contemporary literature of these two 
cultural groups, and classic and contemporary 
world literature, including texts from and about 
Asia. 

 

Content 

Language 

 Language for interaction 

 Text structure and organisation 

 Expressing and developing ideas 

Literature 

 Literature and context 

 Responding to literature 

 Creating literature 

Literacy 

 Interacting with others 

 Interpreting, analysing, evaluating 

 Creating texts 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 10, students comprehend 

information, ideas and language in texts selected 
from everyday contexts. Students demonstrate an 

awareness of language choices and the likely or 
intended effect of these choices in a range of 

texts. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students show how the selection of language 

features can achieve precision and stylistic effect. 
They develop their own style by experimenting 

with language features, stylistic devices, text 
structures and images. Students create oral, 

written and multimodal texts appropriate for 
audience and purpose in everyday, community, 

workplace and social contexts. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and 

group discussions, building on others' ideas, 
solving problems and justifying opinions. They 

demonstrate understanding of grammar, vary 
vocabulary choices for impact, and accurately use 

spelling and punctuation when creating and 
editing texts. 

Contact teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Food and Hospitality    ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

By the end of this course students should obtain 
an awareness of contemporary issues by 
incorporating skills in research, critiquing, decision 
making and practical application. A compilation of 
tasks will be presented in a folio. 

Content 

The course includes:  
 

 Investigate the Hospitality Industry and 
expand student’s repertoire of food 
preparation skills.  

 Food preparation skills developed through 
a variety of practical activities, focusing on 
nutritional concepts and menu planning.  

 Hygiene and safety in relation to the work 
place and preparation of food.  

 Entertaining and how it relates to the 
Hospitality Industry and Multi-cultural 
cuisine.  

 Historical aspects of food preparation and 
the influence of Indigenous Australian 
“native foods”. 

 Technology with respect to decision 
making and apprising food practicals.  

 Nutritional concepts learnt through the 
Australian Dietary Guidelines and the 
food group plan.  

 It will extend student’s knowledge of 
nutrition and diet, focusing on the 
contemporary Australian diet.  

 Broaden student knowledge of Australia’s 
multi-cultural cuisine and healthy food 
choice. 

 Promote an understanding of early 
Australian diets, in comparison with the 
influence of our new technology on 
today’s eating patterns. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 1 x Food Investigation Folio (10%) 
 

 1 x Hospitality Practical (30%) 
(Action Plan, Research, Skills) 

 

 1 x Cultural Influence Practical (30%) 
(Research, Skills, Evaluation) 
 

 1 x Nutrition Practical (30%) 
(Action Plan, Skills, Evaluation) 

 

Contact teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston   
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Furniture Construction   ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
Note: All lessons are conducted at the Sacred Heart College Senior Technology Centre located at  
41 Byre Avenue, Somerton Park 
 
 
Duration 
One Semester 
 
Subject Summary 
This course focuses on traditional methods of 
furniture construction in timber with an emphasis 
on the use of machines and power tools. 
 
By completing this course students will: 

 Gain proficiency in the safe use of 
materials, tools, machines and power 
tools; 

 Understand and apply the 
Plan/Make/Appraise process, which is 
essential in arriving at sound design 
outcomes; 

 Develop drawing skills to communicate 
design ideas; 

 Gain knowledge and understanding of the 
tool materials, information and systems 
used in Technology; 

 Consider the impact of technology on 
themselves, society and the environment. 

 
 
Content 
Students will: 

 Design and construct a major project in 
timber using mortise and tenon, dowel 
and butt joints; 

 Use a range of machinery such as the 
radial arm saw, bandsaw and mortising 
machine; 

 Use hand and power tools such as the 
rotary sander, belt sander, router, electric 
and battery drill, saws and drills; 

 Study theory topics on safety (OH&S), 
wood working materials, machinery, 
techniques and environmental issues; 

 Use drawing boards and Computer Aided 
Design (CAD) to produce working 
drawings. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on: 

 Homework topics, Assignments and two 
Theory tests - 25% 

 The design of a major project and 
documentation including a brief, 
justification, sketches, working drawing, 
cutting and costing sheets, journal and 
appraisal - 25% 

 The construction and surface finishing of 
a major project - 50% 

 
 

Contact teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter 
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: Geography    AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 

Duration 

One Semester 

Year 10 Level Description 

There are two units of study in the Year 10 
curriculum for Geography: Environmental 
change and management and Geographies of 
human wellbeing.  

Environmental change and management focuses 
on investigating environmental geography through 
an in-depth study of a specific environment. The 
unit begins with an overview of the environmental 
functions that support all life, the major challenges 
to their sustainability, and the environmental 
worldviews - including those of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples - that influence how 
people perceive and respond to these challenges. 
Students investigate a specific type of 
environment and environmental change in 
Australia and one other country. They apply 
human-environment systems thinking to 
understand the causes and consequences of the 
change and geographical concepts and methods 
to evaluate and select strategies to manage the 
change.  

Geographies of human wellbeing focuses on 
investigating global, national and local differences 
in human wellbeing between places. This unit 
examines the different concepts and measures of 
human wellbeing, and the causes of global 
differences in these measures between countries. 
Students explore spatial differences in wellbeing 
within and between countries, and evaluate the 
differences from a variety of perspectives. They 
explore programs designed to reduce the gap 
between differences in wellbeing. These 
distinctive aspects of human wellbeing are 
investigated using studies drawn from Australia, 
India and across the world as appropriate. 

The content of this year level is organised into two 
strands: Geographical Knowledge and 
Understanding and Geographical Inquiry and 
Skills. These strands are interrelated and are 
taught in an integrated manner.  
 

A framework for developing students’ 

geographical knowledge, understanding and skills 
is provided through the inclusion of inquiry 

questions and specific inquiry skills, including the 
use and interpretation of maps, photographs and 

other representations of geographical data. 

 

The key inquiry questions for Year 10 are: 

 How can the spatial variation between 

places and changes in environments be 
explained? 

 What management options exist for 
sustaining human and natural systems into the 

future? 

 How do worldviews influence decisions on 

how to manage environmental and social 
change? 

Content 

Geographical Knowledge and Understanding  

 Environmental change and management 

 Geographies of human wellbeing 

Geographical Inquiry 

 Observing, questioning and planning 

 Collecting, recording, evaluating and 

representing 

 Interpreting, analysing and concluding 

 Communicating 

 Reflecting and responding 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students explain how the 
interaction between geographical processes at 
different scales change the characteristics of 
places. They predict changes in the 
characteristics of places and environments over 
time, across space and at different scales and 
explain the predicted consequences of change. 
Students identify, analyse and explain significant 
interconnections between people, places and 
environments and explain changes that result 
from these interconnections and their 
consequences.  They propose explanations for 
distributions, patterns and spatial variations over 
time, across space and at different scales, and 
identify and describe significant associations 
between distribution patterns. They 
evaluate alternative views on a geographical 
challenge and alternative strategies to address 
this challenge using environmental, social and 
economic criteria and propose and justify a 
response. 

Students use initial research to develop and 
modify geographically significant questions to 
frame an inquiry. They collect and critically 
evaluate a range of primary and secondary 
sources and select relevant geographical data 
and information to answer inquiry questions. 
Students accurately represent multi-variable data 



 Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 41 

 

in a range of appropriate graphic forms, including 
special purpose maps that use a suitable scale 
and comply with cartographic conventions. They 
evaluate data to make generalisations and 
inferences, propose explanations for significant 
patterns, trends, relationships and anomalies, and 
predict outcomes. They synthesise data and 
information to draw reasoned conclusions, taking 
into account alternative points of view. Students 
present findings, arguments and explanations 
using relevant geographical terminology and 
graphic representations in a range of appropriate 

communication forms. They evaluate their findings 
and propose action in response to a contemporary 
geographical challenge taking account of 
environmental, economic and social 
considerations. They explain the predicted 
outcomes and consequences of their proposal. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Great Australian Trials   ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
Note: This subject may lead to further studies in Legal Studies

 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

This course is an introduction to Legal Studies. 
Those students interested in the law and in 
television programmes such as Law and Order 
and CSI will have an insight into the inner 
workings of the courtroom and the role of lawyers, 
the judge and the jury.  Students will be 
introduced to the basic principles of Legal 
Studies, the role of court personnel, and an 
insight into the workings of the court-room by 
studying famous Australian Criminal cases. 
 

Content 

Cases studied include: 

 Ned Kelly – was his trial fair? 

 Rupert Max Stuart – was his trial fair? 

 Lindy Chamberlain – what is the role of 
the jury? 

 Ronald Ryan – the last man hanged in 
Australia was found guilty and sent to jail 
in 1963, despite doubts about his guilt; 

 Salvatore Fazzari, Carlos Pereiras and 
Jose Martine – wrongfully convicted of 
the murder of Philip Walsham. 

 
Students will also visit the Courts. 
 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Short Answer tests 

 Group Presentations 

 Cumulative journal 

 Biography 

 Poster design  

 End of Semester Exam – 20% 
 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au

 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Health & Physical Education        AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Year 10 Health & Physical Education is a compulsory subject for all students 
 
Duration 
One Semester  
 

Year 9 and 10 Band Description 

The Year 9 and 10 curriculum supports students 
to refine and apply strategies for maintaining a 
positive outlook and evaluating behavioural 
expectations in different leisure, social, movement 
and online situations. Students learn to 
apply health and physical activity information to 
devise and implement personalised plans for 
maintaining healthy and active habits. They also 
experience different roles that contribute to 
successful participation in physical activity, and 
propose strategies to support the development of 
preventative health practices that build and 
optimise community health and wellbeing. 

In Year 9 and 10, students learn to apply more 
specialised movement skills and complex 
movement strategies and concepts in different 
movement environments. They also explore 
movement concepts and strategies to 
evaluate and refine their own and others’ 
movement performances. Students analyse how 
participation in physical activity and 
sport influence an individual’s identities, and 
explore the role participation plays in shaping 
cultures. The curriculum also provides 
opportunities for students to refine and 
consolidate personal and social skills in 
demonstrating leadership, teamwork and 
collaboration in a range of physical activities. 

The focus areas to be addressed in Year 9 and 10 
include, but are not limited to: 

 alcohol and other drugs 

 food and nutrition 

 health benefits of physical activity 

 mental health and wellbeing 

 relationships and sexuality 

 safety 

 challenge and adventure activities 

 games and sports 

 lifelong physical activities 

 rhythmic and expressive movement 

activities 

 

 

Content 

Personal, social and community health 

 Being healthy, safe and active 

 Communicating and interacting for health and 
wellbeing 

 Contributing to healthy and active communities 
 

Movement and Physical Activity 

 Moving our body 

 Understanding movement 

 Learning through movement 

 

Year 9 and 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students critically 
analyse contextual factors that influence their 
identities, relationships, decisions and behaviours. 
They analyse the impact attitudes and beliefs 
about diversity have on community connection 
and wellbeing. They evaluate the outcomes of 
emotional responses to different situations. 
Students access, synthesise and apply health 
information from credible sources to propose and 
justify responses to health situations. Students 
propose and evaluate interventions to improve 
fitness and physical activity levels in their 
communities. They examine the role physical 
activity has played historically in defining cultures 
and cultural identities. 

Students demonstrate leadership, fair play and 
cooperation across a range of movement and 
health contexts. They apply decision-making and 
problem-solving skills when taking action to 
enhance their own and others’ health, safety and 
wellbeing. They apply and transfer movement 
concepts and strategies to new and challenging 
movement situations. They apply criteria to make 
judgments about and refine their own and others’ 
specialised movement skills and movement 
performances. They work collaboratively to 
design and apply solutions to movement 
challenges. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Emma Ruston   
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: History      AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Year 10 History is a compulsory subject for all students 

Duration 

One Semester 

Year 10 Level Description 

The Modern World and Australia 

The Year 10 curriculum provides a study of the 
history of the modern world and Australia from 
1918 to the present, with an emphasis on 
Australia in its global context. The twentieth 
century became a critical period in Australia’s 
social, cultural, economic and political 
development. The transformation of the 
modern world during a time of political turmoil, 
global conflict and international cooperation 
provides a necessary context for understanding 
Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-
Pacific region, and its global standing. 

The content provides opportunities to develop 
historical understanding through key concepts, 
including evidence, continuity and change and 
cause and effect perspectives, empathy, 
significance and contestability. These 
concepts may be investigated within a particular 
historical context to facilitate an understanding of 
the past and to provide a focus for historical 
inquiries. 

The history content at this year level involves two 
strands: Historical Knowledge and 
Understanding and Historical Skills.  

A framework for developing students’ historical 
knowledge, understanding and skills is provided 
by inquiry questions through the use and 
interpretation of sources. The key inquiry 
questions at this year level are: 

Key inquiry questions 
1. How did the nature of global conflict change 

during the twentieth century? 
2. What were the consequences of World War II? 

How did these consequences shape the 
modern world? 

3. How was Australian society affected by other 
significant global events and changes in this 
period? 

4. How did the nature of global conflict change 
during the twentieth century? 

5. What were the consequences of World War II? 
How did these consequences shape the 
modern world? 

6. How was Australian society affected by other 
significant global events and changes in this 
period? 

Content 

Historical knowledge and understanding 

 Overview of the modern world and Australia 

 Depth studies – one of the following: 
o World War II 
o Rights and Freedoms 
o The Globalising World 

Historical Skills 

 Chronology, terms and concepts 

 Historical questions and research 

 Analysis and use of sources 

 Perspectives and interpretations 

 Explanation and communication 

Year 10 Achievement Standard - By the end of 
Year 10, students refer to key events, the actions 
of individuals and groups, and beliefs and values 
to explain patterns of change and continuity over 
time. They analyse the causes and effects of 
events and developments and explain their 
relative importance. They explain the context for 
people’s actions in the past. Students explain the 
significance of events and developments from a 
range of perspectives. They explain different 
interpretations of the past and recognise the 
evidence used to support these interpretations. 

Students sequence events and developments 
within a chronological framework, and 
identify relationships between events across 
different places and periods of time. When 
researching, students develop, evaluate and 
modify questions to frame an historical inquiry. 
They process, analyse, and 
synthesise information from a range of primary 
and secondary sources and use it as evidence to 
answer inquiry questions. Students 
analyse sources to identify motivations, values 
and attitudes. When evaluating these sources, 
they analyse and draw conclusions about their 
usefulness, taking into account their origin, 
purpose, and context. They develop and 
justify their own interpretations about the past. 
Students develop texts, particularly explanations 
and discussions, incorporating historical 
argument. In developing these texts and 
organising and presenting their arguments, they 
use historical terms and concepts, evidence 
identified in sources, and they reference these 
sources. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Italian       ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

Full Year 
 

Subject Summary 

Sacred Heart College Senior offers continuers 
level languages at Stage 1 and Stage 2. These 
language subjects are designed for students who 
have studied the language for 400 to 500 hours by 
the time they have completed Stage 2, or who 
have an equivalent level of knowledge. 
Consequently, this subject is suitable for students 
who have studied Italian for several previous 
years. 
 
Topics of study cover interactions, text analysis 
and text production fields.  There is equal 
emphasis on reading, writing, speaking and 
listening skills.  Students will further their 
command of Italian and there are some 
investigations of cultural topics, principally in 
English. 
 

Content 

Students undertake the following activities: 

 A study of Italian grammar; 

 The presentation of talks to the class; 

 The writing of short stories; 

 Reading for comprehension; 

 Interpreting language from Italian to 
English and vice versa; 

 Conversation and language use for 
particular functional purposes. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Interaction – 20% 

 Text Production – 20% 

 Text Analysis – 20% 

 Investigation – 20% 

 Tests – 10% 

 Examination – 10% 
 

 Examination – performance in semester 
examinations will determine promotion to 
Stage 1 Italian. 

 

Contact teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Japanese      ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

One Semester or Full Year 
 

Subject Summary 

Sacred Heart College Senior offers continuers 
level languages at Stage 1 and Stage 2. These 
language subjects are designed for students who 
have studied the language for 400 to 500 hours by 
the time they have completed Stage 2, or who 
have an equivalent level of knowledge. 
Consequently, this subject is suitable for students 
who have studied Year 9 Japanese. 
 
Modules of study cover the interpersonal, 
informational and aesthetic domains.  Topics 
covered include Japanese housing, shopping in 
Japan and talking about themselves, friends and 
family.  There is equal emphasis on reading, 
writing, speaking and listening skills.  Students will 
further their command of Kanji and there are 
some investigations of cultural topics, principally 
in English. 
 
It is assumed that students entering Year 10 have 
a sound knowledge of reading and writing in 
hiragana and katakana. 
 

Content 

Students undertake the following activities: 

 The presentation of skits in groups; 

 Interaction with visiting exchange 
students; 

 Reading for comprehension; 

 Translation from Japanese to English and 
vice versa; 

 Conversation and language use for 
particular functional purposes; 

 A study of Japanese grammar. 
 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 
 

 Interaction – 15% 

 Text Production – 25% 
(Reading and writing in hiragana and 
katakana) 

 Text Analysis – 25% 

 Cultural Investigation – 15% 

 Kanji knowledge – 10% 

 Examination – 10% 
 

 Examination – performance in semester 
examinations will determine promotion to 
Stage 1 Japanese. 
 

Contact teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Mathematics (General)  AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Students must study either Mathematics in Society, Mathematics (General), Mathematics 
(Methods) or Mathematics (Specialist) at Year 10 

Duration 

Full Year 

Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three 
content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the 
significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored 
or developed. They provide the language to build 
in the developmental aspects of the learning of 
mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four 
operations to algebraic fractions, finding 
unknowns in formulas after substitution, making 
the connection between equations of relations and 
their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two and three step experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding 
algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies 
to solve equations and using calculations to 
investigate the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface 
area and volume of a diverse range of prisms to 
solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, 
using algebraic and graphical techniques to find 
solutions to simultaneous equations and 
inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs 
involving congruence and similarity, interpreting 
and evaluating media statements and interpreting 
and comparing data sets. 

Content 

Number and algebra 

 Money and financial mathematics 

 Patterns and algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

Measurement and geometry 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry 

Statistics and probability 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students recognise the 

connection between simple and compound 
interest. They solve problems involving linear 
equations and inequalities. They make the 
connections between algebraic and graphical 
representations of relations. Students 
solve surface area and volume problems relating 
to composite solids. They compare data sets by 
referring to the shapes of the various data 
displays. They describe bivariate data where the 
independent variable is time. Students 
describe statistical relationships between two 
continuous variables. They evaluate statistical 
reports. 

They find unknown values after substitution into 
formulas. They use triangle and angle properties 
to prove congruence and similarity. Students use 
trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-
angled triangles. Students list outcomes for multi-
step chance experiments and assign probabilities 
for these experiments. They calculate quartiles 
and inter-quartile ranges. 

Contact teacher 

Mr James Grant  
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

mailto:james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Mathematics (Methods)  AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Students must study either Mathematics in Society, Mathematics (General), Mathematics 
(Methods) or Mathematics (Specialist) at Year 10 

Duration 

Full Year 

Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three 
content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the 
significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored 
or developed. They provide the language to build 
in the developmental aspects of the learning of 
mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four 
operations to algebraic fractions, finding 
unknowns in formulas after substitution, making 
the connection between equations of relations and 
their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two and three step experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding 
algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies 
to solve equations and using calculations to 
investigate the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface 
area and volume of a diverse range of prisms to 
solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, 
using algebraic and graphical techniques to find 
solutions to simultaneous equations and 
inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs 
involving congruence and similarity, interpreting 
and evaluating media statements and interpreting 
and comparing data sets. 

Content 

Number and algebra 

 Money and financial mathematics 

 Patterns and algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

Measurement and geometry 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry 

Statistics and probability 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students recognise the 
connection between simple and compound 
interest. They solve problems involving linear 
equations and inequalities. They make the 
connections between algebraic and graphical 
representations of relations. Students 
solve surface area and volume problems relating 
to composite solids. They recognise the 
relationships between parallel and perpendicular 
lines. Students apply deductive reasoning to 
proofs and numerical exercises involving plane 
shapes. They compare data sets by referring to 
the shapes of the various data displays. They 
describe bivariate data where the independent 
variable is time. Students describe statistical 
relationships between two continuous variables. 
They evaluate statistical reports. 

Students expand binomial expressions and 
factorise monic quadratic expressions. They find 
unknown values after substitution into formulas. 
They perform the four operations with simple 
algebraic fractions. Students solve simple 
quadratic equations and pairs of simultaneous 
equations. They use triangle and angle properties 
to prove congruence and similarity. Students use 
trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-
angled triangles. Students list outcomes for multi-
step chance experiments and assign probabilities 
for these experiments. They calculate quartiles 
and inter-quartile ranges. 

Contact teacher 

Mr James Grant  
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: Mathematics (Specialist)  AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Specialist Maths students MUST also select the elective called Specialist Maths A 

Duration 

Full Year 

Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three 
content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the 
significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored 
or developed. They provide the language to build 
in the developmental aspects of the learning of 
mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four 
operations to algebraic fractions, finding 
unknowns in formulas after substitution, making 
the connection between equations of relations and 
their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two and three step experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding 
algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies 
to solve equations and using calculations to 
investigate the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface 
area and volume of a diverse range of prisms to 
solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, 
using algebraic and graphical techniques to find 
solutions to simultaneous equations and 
inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs 
involving congruence and similarity, interpreting 
and evaluating media statements and interpreting 
and comparing data sets. 

Content 

Number and algebra 

 Money and financial mathematics 

 Patterns and algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

Measurement and geometry 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry 

Statistics and probability 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students recognise the 
connection between simple and compound 
interest. They solve problems involving linear 
equations and inequalities. They make the 
connections between algebraic and graphical 
representations of relations. Students 
solve surface area and volume problems relating 
to composite solids. They recognise the 
relationships between parallel and perpendicular 
lines. Students apply deductive reasoning to 
proofs and numerical exercises involving plane 
shapes. They compare data sets by referring to 
the shapes of the various data displays. They 
describe bivariate data where the independent 
variable is time. Students describe statistical 
relationships between two continuous variables. 
They evaluate statistical reports. 

Students expand binomial expressions and 
factorise monic quadratic expressions. They find 
unknown values after substitution into formulas. 
They perform the four operations with simple 
algebraic fractions. Students solve simple 
quadratic equations and pairs of simultaneous 
equations. They use triangle and angle properties 
to prove congruence and similarity. Students use 
trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-
angled triangles. Students list outcomes for multi-
step chance experiments and assign probabilities 
for these experiments. They calculate quartiles 
and inter-quartile ranges. 

Contact teacher 

Mr James Grant  
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
Acceptance into this course will be subject to a recommendation by their Year 9 Mathematics 
teacher. 

mailto:james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Mathematics (Specialist A) AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Specialist Maths students MUST also select Specialist Maths

Duration 

Full Year  

Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three 
content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the 
significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored 
or developed. They provide the language to build 
in the developmental aspects of the learning of 
mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four 
operations to algebraic fractions, finding 
unknowns in formulas after substitution, making 
the connection between equations of relations and 
their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two and three step experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding 
algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies 
to solve equations and using calculations to 
investigate the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface 
area and volume of a diverse range of prisms to 
solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, 
using algebraic and graphical techniques to find 
solutions to simultaneous equations and 
inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs 
involving congruence and similarity, interpreting 
and evaluating media statements and interpreting 
and comparing data sets. 

Content 

Number and algebra 

 Money and financial mathematics 

 Patterns and algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

Measurement and geometry 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry 

Statistics and probability 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students define rational 
and irrational numbers and perform operations 
with surds and rational indices. They 
solve equations using laws of logarithms. 
Students investigate the concept of polynomial 
and apply the factor and remainder theorems to 
solve problems. Apply the understanding of 
polynomials to sketch a range of curves and 
describe the features of these curves from their 
equation. 

Students prove and apply angle and chord 
properties of circles. Students establish sine, 
cosine and area rules for any triangles and solve 
related problems. Use the unit circle to define 
trigonometric functions and graph them with and 
without technology. Solve simple trigonometric 
equations. 

Contact teacher 

Mr James Grant  
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au

 
 
 
Acceptance into this course will be subject to a recommendation by their Year 9 Mathematics 
teacher. 
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Year 10: Mathematics (in Society)  AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
Note: Students must study either Mathematics in Society, Mathematics (General), Mathematics 
(Methods) or Mathematics (Specialist) at Year 10 

Duration 

Full Year 

Year 10 Level Description 

The proficiency strands Understanding, Fluency, 
Problem Solving and Reasoning are an integral 
part of mathematics content across the three 
content strands: Number and Algebra, 
Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability. The proficiencies reinforce the 
significance of working mathematically within the 
content and describe how the content is explored 
or developed. They provide the language to build 
in the developmental aspects of the learning of 
mathematics. 

At this year level: 

Understanding includes applying the four 
operations to algebraic fractions, finding 
unknowns in formulas after substitution, making 
the connection between equations of relations and 
their graphs, comparing simple and compound 
interest in financial contexts and determining 
probabilities of two and three step experiments 

Fluency includes factorising and expanding 
algebraic expressions, using a range of strategies 
to solve equations and using calculations to 
investigate the shape of data sets 

Problem Solving includes calculating the surface 
area and volume of a diverse range of prisms to 
solve practical problems, finding unknown lengths 
and angles using applications of trigonometry, 
using algebraic and graphical techniques to find 
solutions to simultaneous equations and 
inequalities, and investigating independence of 
events 

Reasoning includes formulating geometric proofs 
involving congruence and similarity, interpreting 
and evaluating media statements and interpreting 
and comparing data sets. 

 

Content 

Number and algebra 

 Money and financial mathematics 

 Patterns and algebra 

 Linear and non-linear relationships 

Measurement and geometry 

 Using units of measurement 

 Geometric reasoning 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry 

Statistics and probability 

 Chance 

 Data representation and interpretation 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students recognise the 

connection between simple and compound 
interest. They solve problems involving linear 

equations and inequalities. They make the 
connections between algebraic and graphical 
representations of relations. Students 
solve surface area and volume problems relating 
to composite solids. They compare data sets by 
referring to the shapes of the various data 
displays. They describe bivariate data where the 
independent variable is time. Students 
describe statistical relationships between two 
continuous variables. They evaluate statistical 

reports. 

They find unknown values after substitution into 
formulas. They use triangle and angle properties 
to prove congruence and similarity. Students use 
trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in right-
angled triangles. Students list outcomes for multi-
step chance experiments and assign probabilities 
for these experiments. They calculate quartiles 
and inter-quartile ranges. 

Contact teacher 

Mr James Grant  
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Music      AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 
Duration 
One Semester or Full Year 

Years 9 and 10 Level Description 

In Years 9 and 10, learning in Music builds on the 
experience of the previous band. It involves 
students making and responding to music 
independently and in small groups, and with their 
teachers and communities. They explore music as 
an art form through listening, composing and 
performing. 

Students continue to develop their aural skills as 
they build on their understanding and use of the 
elements of music. They extend their 
understanding and use of more complex rhythms 
and diversity of pitch and incorporate 
dynamics and expression in different forms. They 
extend their use of and identification of timbre to 
discriminate between different instruments and 
different voice types. They build on their 
understanding of their role within an ensemble as 
they control tone and volume in a range of styles 
using instrumental and vocal techniques. In 
performance they extend technical and expressive 
skills from the previous band. 

As they experience music, students draw on 
music from a range of cultures, times and 
locations. They explore the music and influences 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 
and those of the Asia region. Students learn that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
converted oral records to other technologies. As 
they explore music forms, students learn that over 
time there has been further development of 
different traditional and contemporary styles. 
Students reflect on the development of traditional 
and contemporary styles of music and how 
musicians can be identified through the style of 
their music. 

As they make and respond to music, students 
explore meaning and interpretation, forms and 
elements and social, cultural and historical 
contexts of music. They evaluate performers’ 
success in expressing the composers’ intentions 
and expressive skills in music they listen to and 
perform. 

Students maintain safety, correct posture and 
technique in using instruments and technologies. 
Their understanding of the roles of artists and 
audiences builds upon previous bands as 
students engage with more diverse music. 

Content 

 Improvise and arrange music, using aural 
recognition of texture, dynamics and 
expression to manipulate the elements of 
music to explore personal style in composition 
and performance 

 Manipulate combinations of the elements of 
music in a range of styles, using technology 
and notation 

 Practise and rehearse to refine a variety of 
performance repertoire with increasing 
technical and interpretative skill 

 Plan and organise compositions with an 
understanding of style and convention, 
including drawing upon Australian music by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists 

 Perform music applying techniques and 
expression to interpret the composer’s use of 
the elements of music   

 Evaluate a range of music and compositions to 
inform and refine their own compositions and 
performances 

 Analyse a range of music from contemporary 
and past times to explore differing 
viewpoints and enrich their music making, 
starting with Australian music, including music 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples, and consider music in international 
contexts 

Years 9 and 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students analyse different 
scores and performances aurally and visually. 
They evaluate the use of elements of music and 
defining characteristics from different musical 
styles. They use their understanding of music 
making in different cultures, times and places to 
inform and shape their interpretations, 
performances and compositions. 

Students interpret, rehearse and perform solo and 
ensemble repertoire in a range of forms and 
styles. They interpret and perform music with 
technical control, expression and stylistic 
understanding. They use aural skills to 
recognise elements of music and memorise 
aspects of music such as pitch and rhythm 
sequences. They use knowledge of the elements 
of music, style and notation to compose, 
document and share their music. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Music Industry Skills    ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
Note: Successful completion of Year 10 Music Industry Skills qualifies students for a Certificates II in 
Music (Nationally accredited TAFE modules) which incurs a one off $50 fee for each student.  
 
Duration 
One Semester or Full Year 
Note: To complete the certificate II 
qualification the full year needs to be 
completed. 
 
Subject Summary  
Students must have an interest in the Music 
Industry and it is recommended they have an 
instrument or voice specialisation. Students are 
encouraged to be having individual 
instrumental/vocal lessons. 
 
The course involves students making and 
responding to music independently and in small 
groups, and with their teachers and communities. 
They explore music as an art form through 
listening, creating, processing and performing. 

Students continue to develop their aural skills as 
they build on their understanding and use of the 
elements of music. They extend their 
understanding and use of audio frequencies and 
sound waves to interpret music. Through 
incorporating elements of rhythm, pitch and 
harmony they manipulate sound and use a variety 
of musical techniques to mix, master and produce 
music. They extend their use of and identification 
of timbre to discriminate between different 
instruments and different voice types. 

They build on their understanding of their 
role within an ensemble as they control tone and 
volume in a range of styles using instrumental and 
vocal techniques. In performance they extend 
technical and expressive skills from the previous 
band. 

As they make and respond to music, students 
explore meaning and interpretation, forms and 
elements and social, cultural and historical 
contexts of music.  
 
The certificate II in Music offered in year 10 music 
industry covers the following units of study: 

 Participate in OHS&W processes 

 Work effectively with others 

 Apply a general knowledge of audio to work 
activities 

 Develop and apply creative arts industry 
knowledge 

 Perform basic sound editing 

 Apply knowledge of music culture to music 
making 

 Play or sing simple music pieces 

 Assist with sound recordings 
 
 
 
Content 

 Solo Performance: Students develop their 
skills in performing on their primary instrument 
by presenting a variety of pieces that 
demonstrate technical and interpretative skill. 

 Ensemble Performance: Students develop 
their musical awareness and skills in working 
with others by rehearsing and performing in the 
context of an ensemble. This group work 
enables communication, problem solving and 
working to a deadline and allows the 
opportunity for students to navigate through a 
variety of styles and techniques.  

 Industry Experience: Students develop 
firsthand experience in a variety of avenues of 
the music industry. Using the schools industry 
standard equipment, students develop 
knowledge and skills in recording, production, 
live sound and event management. 

 Project Work: Students explore music through 
its many social, cultural & stylistic contexts by 
analysing and articulating the specific elements 
involved. Inclusive of copyright, OHS&W, safe 
concerts and song writing the presentation of 
work varies from Magazine articles to class 
forums and individual presentations.  

 Arrangement and Composition: Through 
developing technique and skill in music 
technology, students plan and develop an 
arrangement in the form of a music remix and 
an electronic music composition that draws 
upon musical conventions and style.  

 
Contact teacher 
Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Personal Learning Plan (PLP) 
Note: Students must study PLP at Year 10 and achieve a minimum C grade towards the SACE. This 
subject is incorporated into Year 10 Religion Studies and Year 10 Health & Physical Education 
 
 
Duration 
Full year (10 credits) 
 
Subject Summary 

The Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is a 

compulsory 10-credit SACE subject.  The PLP 

helps students plan for their future by: 

 helping them to make informed decisions 

about the subjects they will study in Years 11 

and 12, and any course outside of school 

 identifying possible career choices and ideas 

for community service 

 looking at how best to prepare for their career 

options and other goals. 

 
Students complete the PLP in Year 10 so that 
they can plan for successful SACE learning in 
Years 11 and 12.  Students must achieve a C 
grade or better to successfully complete the PLP. 
The opportunity is also available for students to 
add further evidence of learning to their PLP at 
any stage during their SACE studies.  
 
The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts.  They are 
central to learning in the Personal Learning Plan 
and are incorporated in the assessment of the 
subject.  
The focus capabilities for the PLP are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

 

Content 

The following PLP topics will be covered in the 
Religious Education class: 

 Citizenship 

 Career Pathways 
 
The following PLP topics will be covered in the 
Health & Physical Education class: 

 Communication skills 

 Personal Development 
 
Assessment 
Assessment in the PLP is school based. Students 
are required to maintain a PLP Portfolio which 
includes all assessment pieces and is presented 
to the SACE Board for final moderation at the 
conclusion of the semester. Students will 
complete four assessment pieces for inclusion in 
their PLP Folio that demonstrate evidence of their 
learning.  
 
Assessment is based on: 

 Folio – 80%  

 Reflection – 20%  
 
Contact teacher 
Mrs Rachel Aldrich 
rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: Photography     ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

This course is an introduction to black and white 
photography.  It is designed to help students 
develop their skills in using a camera and 
producing negatives and prints.   
 
Students will be expected to cover some of the 
material costs. 
 
By the end of this course students will have: 

 Developed skills in using a camera, and  
in producing negatives and prints; 

 Developed an understanding of the 
materials used; 

 Understood photographic principles and 
processes; 

 Applied their knowledge and skills to real 
world situations. 
 

Content 

Topics include: 

 Structure and use of a 35mm SLR 
camera; 

 The process for developing negatives; 

 Structure and use of an Enlarger; 

 Process for developing prints; 

 Principles of lenses; 

 Composition of film, paper and 
chemicals; 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Design exercise; 

 Social relevance issue; 

 Product realisation. 
 

Contact teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: Religion Studies 
  
 

Years 10 Level Description 

A study of religion and spirituality forms a vital 
foundation for the study of a society. This is of 
particular importance in a culturally diverse 
society, such as Australia. Students develop an 
understanding of religion, its influence on human 
behaviour and the shaping of personal and group 
identity.  

Students explore and develop an understanding 
of different religious perspectives on events or 
practices, with particular focus on Indigenous 
Spiritualty and Catholicism.  

This subject emphasises the Catholic teachings 
and how religion and spiritualty can contribute to 
greater personal and interpersonal understanding. 
There is a strong development of respect for the 
different ways in which people think, feel and act. 

Content 

The topic of Creation is explored and compared 
through a focused study of Genesis, the 
Dreamtime and Evolution.  

The Made In The Image Of God unit explores 
essential aspects of the human person and is 
firmly based on Catholic moral teaching. This 
curriculum has been organised into four strands:  

 

Being Human, Being Sexual, Being Connected 
and Being Moral. Students develop skills in 
understanding the influence mass media has on 
youth, self and relationships.  

Students are given the opportunity to discover and 
appreciate their God given gifts and talents. They 
explore how they, as Marists, could use these 
gifts and talents to serve God and serve others. 
Inspiration is found through the study of Jesus, 
Mary our Good Mother and Saint Marcellin 
Champagnat.  

Students explore the Catholic Social Teachings 
towards a social justice issue. This study provides 
an opportunity for students to develop their skills 
in researching, discussing, evaluating, and 
responding to a social justice issue from a 
religious perspective.  

Assessment 

Assessment in Religion is school based. 

 Homework tasks 

 Assignments 

 Oral presentation 
 
Contact teacher 
Mrs Enza Vessali     
enza.vessali@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Science    AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 
Duration 
Full Year 

Year 10 Level Description 

The Science Inquiry Skills and Science as a 
Human Endeavour strands are described 
across a two-year band. In their planning, 
schools and teachers refer to the expectations 
outlined in the Achievement Standard and also 
to the content of the Science Understanding 
strand for the relevant year level to ensure that 
these two strands are addressed over the two-
year period. The three strands of the 
curriculum are interrelated and their content is 
taught in an integrated way. 

Students explore systems at different scales 
and connect microscopic and macroscopic 
properties to explain phenomena. Students 
explore the biological, chemical, geological 
and physical evidence for different theories, 
such as the theories of natural selection and 
the Big Bang. Atomic theory is developed to 
understand relationships within the periodic 
table. Understanding motion and forces are 
related by applying physical laws. 
Relationships between aspects of the living, 
physical and chemical world are applied to 
systems on a local and global scale and this 
enables students to predict how changes will 
affect equilibrium within these systems. 

Content 

Science Understanding 

 Biological sciences 

 Chemical sciences 

 Earth and space sciences 

 Physical sciences 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

 Nature and development of science 

 Use and influence of science 

Science Inquiry Skills 

 Questioning and predicting 

 Planning and conducting 

 Processing and analysing data and 

information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 

 

 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

Students analyse how the periodic table 
organises elements and use it to make 
predictions about the properties of elements. 
They explain how chemical reactions are used 
to produce particular products and how 
different factors influence the rate of reactions. 
They explain the concept of energy 
conservation and represent energy transfer 
and transformation within systems. They 
apply relationships between force, mass and 
acceleration to predict changes in the motion 
of objects. Students describe and 
analyse interactions and cycles within and 
between Earth’s spheres. They evaluate the 
evidence for scientific theories that explain the 
origin of the universe and the diversity of life 
on Earth. They explain the processes that 
underpin heredity and evolution. Students 
analyse the models and theories they use 
have developed over time and discuss the 
factors that prompted their review. 

Students develop questions and hypotheses 
and independently design and improve 
appropriate methods of investigation, including 
field work and laboratory experimentation. 
They explain how they have considered 
reliability, safety, fairness and ethical actions in 
their methods and identify where digital 
technologies can be used to enhance the 
quality of data. When analysing data, selecting 
evidence and developing and justifying 
conclusions, they identify alternative 
explanations for findings and explain any 
sources of uncertainty. Students evaluate the 
validity and reliability of claims made in 
secondary sources with reference to currently 
held scientific views, the quality of the 
methodology and the evidence cited. They 
construct evidence-based arguments and 
select appropriate representations and text 
types to communicate science ideas for 
specific purposes. 

Contact teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone 
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Science for Everyday Living AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 
Duration 
Full Year 
 
This modified Year 10 Science course has 
been designed to adopt a ‘hands-on’ approach 
to science in contemporary society. 
 
The content is aligned to the Australian 
Curriculum, but the course is modified to meet 
the needs of students who will not be 
undertaking Stage 1 Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics or Psychology. 
 
This course prepares students for Stage 1 
Scientific Studies. 

Year 10 Level Description 

The Science Inquiry Skills and Science as a 
Human Endeavour strands are described across a 
two-year band. In their planning, schools and 
teachers refer to the expectations outlined in the 
Achievement Standard and also to the content of 
the Science Understanding strand for the relevant 
year level to ensure that these two strands are 
addressed over the two-year period. The three 
strands of the curriculum are interrelated and their 
content should is in an integrated way. 

Students explore systems at different scales and 
connect microscopic and macroscopic properties 
to explain phenomena. Students explore the 
biological, chemical, geological and physical 
evidence for different theories, such as the 
theories of natural selection and the Big Bang. 
Atomic theory is developed to understand 
relationships within the periodic table. 
Understanding motion and forces are related by 
applying physical laws. Relationships between 
aspects of the living, physical and chemical world 
are applied to systems on a local and global scale 
and this enables students to predict how changes 
will affect equilibrium within these systems. 

Content 

Science Understanding 
Science as a Human Endeavour 
Science Inquiry Skills 

 

 

 

Year 10 Achievement Standard 

Students analyse how the periodic table organises 
elements and use it to make predictions about the 
properties of elements. They explain how 
chemical reactions are used to produce particular 
products and how different factors influence the 
rate of reactions. They explain the concept of 
energy conservation and represent energy 
transfer and transformation within systems. They 
apply relationships between force, mass and 
acceleration to predict changes in the motion of 
objects. Students describe and 
analyse interactions and cycles within and 
between Earth’s spheres. They evaluate the 
evidence for scientific theories that explain the 
origin of the universe and the diversity of life on 
Earth. They explain the processes that underpin 
heredity and evolution. Students analyse the 
models and theories they use have developed 
over time and discuss the factors that prompted 
their review. 

Students develop questions and hypotheses and 
independently design and improve appropriate 
methods of investigation, including field work and 
laboratory experimentation. They explain how 
they have considered reliability, safety, fairness 
and ethical actions in their methods and 
identify where digital technologies can be used to 
enhance the quality of data. When analysing data, 
selecting evidence and developing and justifying 
conclusions, they identify alternative explanations 
for findings and explain any sources of 
uncertainty. Students evaluate the validity and 
reliability of claims made in secondary sources 
with reference to currently held scientific views, 
the quality of the methodology and the evidence 
cited. They construct evidence-based arguments 
and select appropriate representations and text 
types to communicate science ideas for specific 
purposes. 

Contact teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone  
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 10: The World of Business             ELECTIVE SUBJECT
Note: This subject may lead to further studies in Stage 1 Business & Enterprise and Stage 1 Economics 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

This course aims to develop both skills and 
knowledge which is engaging and motivating to all 
students.  It recognises the importance of 
providing challenges that have meaning and value 
for young people and that recognise them as 
active citizens in today’s world. 
 

Content 

Topics covered may include: 

 Money – from ‘barter to bitcoins’ 

 Personal Financial Management  

Introduces students to financial literacy 

and the impact of saving, spending, 

borrowing, debt and the benefits of 

budgeting 

 The Economic Problem – an introduction 

to scarcity, resources, opportunity cost, 

efficiency and production 

 Markets – demand, supply, market 

equilibrium, determination of price and 

quantity traded 

 Entrepreneurship – an investigation into 

entrepreneurial skills, innovation and the 

super rich  

 Scams – from Ponzi (pyramid) schemes 

to contemporary scams, the role of ACCC 

and  

 The AFP in addressing scams.  

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Topic Tests – 30% 

 Research bases assignments – 40% 

 Folio tasks – 30% 

 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla 
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Visual Arts - Art    AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 
Duration 
One Semester 

Years 9 and 10 Level Description 

In Years 9 and 10, learning in Visual Arts builds 
on the experience of the previous band. It involves 
students making and responding to visual arts 
independently and in small groups, and with their 
teachers and communities. 

Students build on their awareness of how and why 
artists and craftspeople realise their ideas through 
different visual representations, practices, 
processes and viewpoints. They refine their 
personal aesthetic through working and 
responding perceptively and conceptually as an 
artist, craftsperson or audience. They identify and 
explain, using appropriate visual language, how 
artists and audiences interpret artworks through 
explorations of different viewpoints. They research 
and analyse the characteristics, qualities, 
properties and constraints of materials, 
technologies and processes across a range of 
forms, styles, practices and viewpoints. Students 
adapt, manipulate, deconstruct and reinvent 
techniques, styles and processes to make visual 
artworks that are cross-media or cross-form. 

As they experience visual arts, students draw on 
artworks from a range of cultures, times and 
locations. They explore the influences of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and 
those of the Asia region. Students learn that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
converted oral records to other technologies. As 
they explore different forms in visual arts, students 
reflect on the development of different traditional 
and contemporary styles and how artists can be 
identified through the style of their artworks. They 
identify the social relationships that have 
developed between Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and other cultures in Australia, 
and explore how these are reflected in 
developments of forms and styles in visual arts. 

As they make and respond to visual artworks, 
students use historical and conceptual 
explanations to critically reflect on the contribution 
of visual arts practitioners. They adapt ideas, 
representations and practices from selected 
artists and use them to inform their own personal 
aesthetic when producing a series of artworks that 
are conceptually linked, and present their series to 
an audience. 

Students extend their understanding of safe visual 
arts practices and choose to use sustainable 
materials, techniques and technologies. Their 
understanding of the roles of artists and 
audiences builds upon their experience from the 
previous band. 

Content 

 Conceptualise and develop representations of 
themes, concepts or subject matter to 
experiment with their developing personal 
style, reflecting on the styles of artists, 
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
artists 

 Manipulate materials, techniques, 
technologies and processes to develop and 
represent their own artistic intentions 

 Develop and refine techniques and processes 
to represent ideas and subject matter 

 Plan and design artworks that represent artistic 
intention 

 Present ideas for displaying artworks and 
evaluate displays of artworks 

 Evaluate how representations communicate 
artistic intentions in artworks they make and 
view to inform their future art making practices 

 Analyse a range of visual artworks from 
contemporary and past times to explore 
differing viewpoints and enrich their visual art-
making, starting with Australian artworks, 
including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples, and consider international 
artworks 

Years 9 and 10 Achievement Standard 

By the end of Year 10, students evaluate how 
representations communicate artistic intentions in 
artworks they make and view. They 
evaluate artworks and displays from different 
cultures, times and places. They 
analyse connections between visual conventions, 
practices and viewpoints that represent their own 
and others’ ideas. They identify influences of other 
artists’ on their own artworks. 

Students manipulate materials, techniques and 
processes to develop and refine techniques and 
processes to represent ideas and subject matter 
in their artworks. 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Gail Radford  
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Visual Arts – Design    ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 
 
Duration 
One Semester 
 
Subject Summary 
In Visual Arts – Design students express ideas 
through practical work using drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, models, prototypes, photographs 
and/or audio visual techniques leading to resolved 
pieces.  Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  
 
The broad area of Design includes graphic and 
communication design, environmental design and 
product design.  It emphasises defining the 
problem, problem solving approaches, the 
generation of solutions and/or concepts and the 
skills to visually communicate resolutions. 
 
Content 
Areas of study include: 
 
DESIGN PRACTICE 

 An introductory study of the elements and 
principles relating to design practice. 
Learning about the visual qualities of the 
elements and principles of design through 
a variety of practical techniques and final 
poster design.  

 Creating and initiating design works 
response to a corporate identity brief. 
Conceptualising and developing 
representations of logos and associated 
applications.  

 Working with and manipulating a range of 
techniques and technologies to present 
artistic intention and solutions to design 
problems in the area of product, 
environmental and graphic 
communication design; 

 Developing and refine practical 
techniques (traditional and digital) to 
generate ideas and represent final digital 
presentations. 

 
DESIGN STUDIES 

 An investigation of historical and 
contemporary design practices and the 
role of designers. Analysing a range of 
designs from contemporary and past 
times to explore differing viewpoints within 
graphic design. 

 Evaluating how representations 
communicate artistic intentions in 
designs. 

 
Assessment 
Assessment is based on: 
 
PRACTICAL WORK – Folio and resolved 
works 
 
FOLIO 50% 

 The ability to conceive and develop 
ideas; 

 Skills developed through experimentation 
and practice. 

  
PRACTICAL 30% 

 The quality of finished resloutions. 

 Application of idea. 
 
VISUAL JOURNAL 20% 

 Documentation of knowledge and 
understanding through practical 
interpretation of art and design themes.  

 
 
Contact teacher 
Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Year 10: Web Design     ELECTIVE SUBJECT 
 

Duration 

One Semester 
 

Subject Summary 

The course allows students to further develop their 
presentation of computing work through a variety of 
applications.  Students are also introduced to the 
concepts of multimedia through intermediate use of 
MS PowerPoint and introduction to an authoring 
tool such as Macromedia Director or Flash.  All 
work is completed on networked, IBM compatible 
computers. Students learn about web design using 
the ‘design process’ and by using an application 
such as Microsoft Front Page. 

 
Objectives include: 

 Development of sound skills in presenting 
computerised work; 

 Introduction to the topic of multimedia 
through the practical and theory 
applications of a variety of multimedia 
creation software; 

 Exploration of multimedia applications and 
the opportunities opened up by the impact 
of the Internet. 

Content 

Through a series of practical computing 
experiences, students will cover the following 
topics: 

 Introductory and advanced Word Processing 
skills; 

 Advanced Microsoft PowerPoint skills; 

 Introduction to multimedia authoring (e.g. 
Flash); 

 Basic graphic work; 

 Web Authoring using Adobe Dreamweaver. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Completion of practical computing 
assignments – 40% 

 Written research assignments – 20% 

 Class tests – 15% 

 End of semester examination - 25% 
 

Contact teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Accounting (10 or 20 credits) 
 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

The study of Accounting gives students 
opportunities to learn the practical skills needed to 
manage their own financial affairs and to develop 
an understanding of the ethical considerations 
that affect financial decision-making.  They 
develop an understanding of the successful 
management of financial affairs in business, and 
gain knowledge and skills related to accounting 
processes for organisational and business 
applications. Students also learn how to interpret 
financial information and how to convey this 
information to interested users. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, work, and learning. 
 

Content 

A 10-credit subject consists of ‘The Environment 
of Accounting’ and at least two option topics. 
A 20-credit subject consists of ‘The Environment 
of Accounting’ and at least four option topics. 
 
Topic: The Environment of Accounting 
 
Option Topics 

 Personal Financial Management 

 Business Documents 

 Keeping Cash Records 

 Double-entry Recording 

 Financial Reports 
 

 Analysis and Interpretation of Financial 
Reports 

 Teacher-developed Topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 

 Investigation -  40% 

 Examination – 20%   
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Accounting 

 
The Accounting Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Ancient Studies (10 credits) 
 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

In Ancient Studies students learn about the 
history, literature, society and culture of ancient 
civilisations, which may include Asia–Australia, 
the Americas, Europe and Western Asia, and the 
classical civilisations of Greece and Rome.  
 
Students draw on many other fields of study 
including architecture, politics, religion and 
geography. The study of Ancient Studies and 
Classical Studies enables students to consider 
environmental, social, economic, religious, 
cultural, and aesthetic factors that shape societies 
and provide personal and shared identity.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, communication, and learning. 

Content 

Students study at least two ancient societies or 
cultures. 
Topics may include: 

 Ancient Egypt; 

 Archaeology; 

 Roman Society. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 30% 

 Source Analysis – 25%  

 Special Study – 35% 

 Examination – 10%  
Performance in the end of semester 
Exam will also determine promotion to 
Stage 2 Classical Studies  

 
The Ancient Studies Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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 Stage 1: Biology (10 or 20 credits) 
 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Science. 

Subject Summary 

In Biology students learn about the cellular and 
overall structures and functions of a range of 
organisms.  They have the opportunity to engage 
with the work of biologists and to join and initiate 
debates about how biology impacts on their lives, 
on society, and on the environment. 
Students design and conduct biological 
investigations and gather evidence from their 
investigations.  As they explore a range of 
biology-related issues, students recognise that the 
body of biological knowledge is constantly 
changing and increasing through the applications 
of new ideas and technologies. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

Content 

 

Semester 1: 

Cellular Biology 

 Normal Cellular Functions & Cancerous 

Cells 

 Causes and Prevention of Cancer 

 

Arid Environment 

 Adaptations of Australian Animals & 

Plants 

 The effect of Introduced Species on 

Australia’s flora and fauna 

 

Semester 2: 

Biotechnology 

 Early Biotechnologies (e.g. yoghurt, beer 

and wine making) 

 Modern Biotechnologies (Genetic 

Engineering, Cloning, Stem Cell 

Technology). 

Marine Ecology 

 Ecological Studies & Adaptations of Fish 

 The effect of human activities on the 

Marine Environment 

 
Text: Biology Key Ideas, SACE Stage 1, First 

Edition 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

 Investigations Folio - 60% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks - 40% 

 Examination 
Performance in the end of semester 
examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Biology  

 
The Biology Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 
 
Students intending to choose Stage 2 Biology 
must successfully complete (C grade or better) at 
least 1 semester of Stage 1 Psychology, Biology, 
Physics or Chemistry.  Performance in the Stage 
1 end of semester examinations will also 
determine promotion to Stage 2 Biology. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone     
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Business and Enterprise (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

Business and Enterprise focuses on learning 
about the successful management of business 
and enterprise issues in personal, business, and 
social contexts, locally, nationally, and globally. 
 
Students gain an understanding of business 
operations and practice, develop an awareness of 
business, financial, and technological skills, 
participate in planning, developing, and controlling 
business activities, and evaluate decisions on 
business practices. They have the opportunity to 
reflect on current issues in business and 
enterprise, and make informed decisions.  
Students evaluate the impact and effect of 
business, enterprises, and technology on the well-
being and lifestyle of individuals, communities, the 
economy, and the environment. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Business and Enterprise comprises two 
core topics and nine option topics. 
 
Students undertake: 

 one core topic 

 two to three option topics 
 
Core Topics 

 Core Topic 1: Introduction to Business 
and Enterprise 

 Core Topic 2: Business and Enterprise in 
Practice 

 
 

 
 
 
Option Topics 

 Establishing a Business 

 Business Plans 

 Business Management and 
Communication 

 Financial Planning and Management 

 Technology for Business 

 Marketing 

 Employment Relations 

 Entrepreneurship: the Enterprising Person 

 Global Business. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 50% 

 Practical -  25% 

 Issues Study – 25% 
 
The Business and Enterprise Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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 Stage 1: Chemistry (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Science. 
 

Subject Summary 

It is assumed that students undertaking this 
subject will be able to: 

 communicate effectively in both written 
and oral forms 

 comprehend and manipulate simple 
mathematical expressions 

 handle common chemicals and laboratory 
apparatus safely.  
 

The study of chemistry includes an overview of 
the matter that makes up materials, and the 
properties, uses, means of production, and 
reactions of these materials.  It also includes a 
critical study of the social and environmental 
impact of materials and chemical processes. 
 
Students consider how human beings make use 
of the earth’s resources and the impact of human 
activities on the environment.  Through practical 
studies students develop investigation skills, and 
an understanding of the physical world that 
enables them to be questioning, reflective, and 
critical thinkers. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

 

Content 

Semester 1: 

 Acid & Bases 

 Matter and Bonding 

 Electrochemistry/Redox 

 

Semester 2: 

 Stoichiometry 

 Atmosphere Chemistry 

 Metals and Metal Extraction 

 Organic Chemistry  

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Investigations Folio - 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks - 60% 

 Examination 
Performance in the end of semester 
examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Chemistry. 

 
Students intending to choose Stage 2 Chemistry 
must successfully complete (C grade or better) 
both semesters of Stage 1 Chemistry.   
 
The Chemistry Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone    
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Communication Products (Photography) (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Photography students 
develop the ability to identify, create, initiate, and 
develop products, processes, or systems.  
Students learn to use tools, materials, and 
systems safely and competently to complete a 
product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. Both 
film and digital technologies will be investigated. 
 
Photography is a subject based upon the focus 
area of Communication Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Content 

The Photography program has been designed to 
enable students to develop an understanding of 
the SLR camera, its use and darkroom processes. 
Provision has also been made for the students to 
complete digital tasks. The Folio design task 
allows students to apply the design process to 
explore individual themes and apply compositional 
elements to their photography. The design task is 
based on aspects of photographic composition. 
Emphasis is placed on camera skills in the 
traditional film technology while good practical 
skills are developed in the digital exercises, 
performed with Adobe Photoshop. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Folio – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
 
The Photography Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Communication Products (Web Design) (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Web Design students 
develop the ability to identify, create, initiate, and 
develop products, processes, or systems.  
Students learn to use tools, materials, and 
systems safely and competently to complete a 
product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
 
Web Design is a subject based upon the focus 
area of Communication Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students use images, sounds, or other data to 
design and make products that communicate 
information.  Web Design involves the study of 
web creation software including Adobe Fireworks, 
Dreamweaver and Flash in addition to 
investigating good and bad practice, safety and 
how to upload websites. 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Folio – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
 
The Web Design Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Dance (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Dance students develop creative, technical, 
and physical understanding, and an appreciation 
of dance as an art form. Students learn specific 
dance language and processes in theory and 
practice through the study of technique, 
composition, choreography, performance, and 
critical analysis. 
 
The area of Dance includes opportunities for the 
development of students’ creativity, self-discipline, 
self-esteem, personal identity, and confidence. 
This is achieved through experiences that 
encourage collaboration and creative problem-
solving, the acquisition of skills, knowledge and 
understanding, and the development of aesthetic 
awareness. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, personal development, and 
learning. 

Content 

For both 10-credit and 20-credit programs the 
following four areas of study are covered: 
 
Technique – developing dance skills of posture, 
alignment, placement, coordination, control, 
balance, flexibility and strength while learning 
about anatomy and safe dance practice. A journal 
of the processes involved in preparation for 
extended studies at Stage 2. 
 
Composition – opportunities to create dance, then 
put into practice / performance at both a practical 
and analytical level. A journal of the processes 
involved in preparation for extended studies at 
Stage 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance or Presentation – creating and 
presenting dance with the flexibility to either 
present work to the class as a performer or in a 
back stage role. Review and evaluation of the 
processes and outcomes will be included. 
 
Response – knowledge and understanding of 
dance as an art form through research, analysis, 
review and reflection.  

Assessment 
Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Technique – 20% 

 Composition – 25%  

 Performance – 30% 

 Response – 25% 
 
The Dance Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Drama (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Drama students participate in the planning, 
rehearsal, and performance of dramatic work. 
Students participate in creative problem solving; 
they generate, analyse, and evaluate ideas. They 
develop personal interpretations of texts.  
Students develop their curiosity and imagination, 
creativity, individuality, self-identity, self-esteem 
and confidence. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Drama consists of the following three 
areas of study. 

 Presentation of Dramatic Works 

 Dramatic Theory and Practice 

 Individual Investigation and Presentation. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Performance – 40% 

 Folio – 30% 

 Investigation and Presentation – 30% 
 
The Drama Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Economics (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

Studying economics enables students to 
understand how an economy operates, the 
structure of economic systems, and the way in 
which they function.  Students develop an 
understanding of different economic systems and 
institutions, and can assess the degree to which 
these systems and institutions help satisfy 
people’s needs and wants.  Students become 
aware that economic decisions are not value free 
and have outcomes that may be inconsistent with 
social, moral, and ethical values. 
 
Students’ research, analyse, evaluate, and apply 
economic models that are expressed in graphical 
and/or diagrammatic form.  They make forecasts 
about economic change and evaluate issues for 
individuals and groups in local, national, and 
global settings. They learn how some of these 
issues affect their lives and how they can use the 
knowledge and skills of economics to inform their 
participation in society. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, and learning. 

Content 

Students undertake a minimum of three topics 
from the following: 
 

 

Topics 

 The Economic Problem 

 Economic Systems 

 The Market Economy 

 Government Involvement in the Market 
Economy 

 The Circular Flow of Income 

 Economic Thinkers 

 Trade in a Global Economy 

 Price Stability 

 Economic Development 

 Poverty and Inequality 

 Employment and Unemployment 

 Teacher-developed Topic 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio -  40% 

 Skills and Application Tasks – 25% 

 Issues Study – 20% 

 Examination – 15%   
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Economics 

 
The Economics Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 1: English (20 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 20 credits of literacy (either English, English Pathways, Literacy 
for Work and Community Life, and ESL) at Stage 1 and achieve a minimum C grade towards the 
SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 English. 

Subject Summary 

The study of English provides students with a 
focus for informed and effective participation in 
education, training, the workplace and their 
personal environment. In Stage 1 English, 
students read, view, write and compose, listen 
and speak, and use information and 
communication technologies in appropriate ways 
for different purposes. 
 
Stage 1 English caters for students with a range 
of learning styles and articulates with the Stage 2 
English subjects. 
 
Stage 1 English allows students to achieve the 
literacy requirement in the SACE. Students who 
achieve a C grade or better in 20-credits of this 
subject meet the literacy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students are required to read and respond to 
texts as well as produce texts. 
 
Text Analysis 
Students explore a range of texts composed for 
different purposes and in a range of forms. They 
develop an understanding of how authors 
communicate and use examples of these texts to 
compose their own texts. 
 
Text Production 
Students provide evidence of the extent and 
quality of their learning in producing texts in 
written, oral or multimodal form. 
 
Extended Study 
Students complete both of the extended study 
options: 
Option 1: Language Study 
Option 2: Connected Texts Study 
 

 
Option 1: Language Study (Semester 1) 
Students focus on an aspect of language in a 
context beyond the classroom.  Students could, 
for example, reflect on how specialised 
vocabulary is used in texts, the effect of context 
on appropriate language choice, the role of 
language in establishing individual or group 
identity, or how language choice is determined by 
the expectations of the audience. 
 
Option 2: Connected Texts Study (Semester 2) 
Students consider texts in relation to each other, 
to the context in which they are produced, and to 
the context in which they are read or viewed. 
Students choose a minimum of two texts that are 
connected by similarity or difference. 
 
The extended study can be written, oral, or 
multimodal, or a combination of these modes. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Text Analysis – 40% 

 Text Production – 40% 

 Extended Study (students select one of 
three options) – 20% 

 Examination 
The result from each semester’s English 
examination may be able to contribute to 
a student’s semester result. Performance 
in the end of semester Exam will also 
determine promotion to Stage 2 English. 

 
The English Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 1: English as a Second Language (20 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 20 credits of literacy (either English, English Pathways, Literacy 
for Work and Community Life, and ESL) at Stage 1 and achieve a minimum C grade towards the 
SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of SACE Board material 
found using the following link: 
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/subjects/stage-
1/english/english-as-a-second-language 

Subject Summary 

English as a Second Language is designed for 
students for whom English is an additional 
language or dialect. 
  
Stage 1 English allows students to achieve the 
literacy requirement in the SACE. Students who 
achieve a C grade or better in 20-credits of this 
subject meet the literacy requirement.  
 
The focus capabilities for these subjects are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning.  

Content 

The subject is based on responding to, and 
composing, oral and written texts in a range of 
genres and situations. Areas of study include:  
 
Text Study  
Students explore a range of written, oral, and 
visual texts, constructed for different purposes 
and in a range of genres. Texts studied could 
include feature films, web pages, poetry, 
newspaper or magazine articles, documentaries, 
talks by guest speakers, or news broadcasts.  
 

 
Investigative Study  
Students investigate a topic of personal interest 
by moving beyond the classroom to interview one 
or more people of their choice.  
 
Communication Study  
The focus of this study is on written and oral texts 
as they are used in contexts beyond the 
classroom and, in particular, the use of texts to 
persuade, influence, and instruct other people.  

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Text Production – 50% 

 Language Application – 50% 

 Examination – only in semester two.  
Performance in the end of year exam will 
determine promotion to Stage 2 English 
as a Second Language and English as a 
Second Language Studies. 

 
(Oral and written tasks for assessment purposes 
carry equal weighting.) 
 
The ESL Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 

http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/subjects/stage-1/english/english-as-a-second-language
http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/subjects/stage-1/english/english-as-a-second-language
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 Stage 1: English Pathways (10 or 20 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 20 credits of literacy (either English, English Pathways, Literacy 
for Work and Community Life, and ESL) at Stage 1 and achieve a minimum C grade towards the 
SACE. 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 English. 

Subject Summary 

The study of English provides students with a 
focus for informed and effective participation in 
education, training, the workplace and their 
personal environment.  Stage 1 English Pathways 
provides the opportunity for teachers and schools 
to develop programs that suit the local needs of 
students.  It articulates with the Stage 2 English 
Pathways subject.  
 
At SHCS, students may choose a semester (10 
credits) or full year (20 credits) English 
Pathways course, further to their study of 
Stage 1 English. In Stage 1 English Pathways, 
students read, listen, speak, respond to and 
compose texts, to establish and maintain 
connections with familiar and unfamiliar 
communities. 
 
Stage 1 English Pathways allows students to 
achieve the literacy requirement in the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C grade or better in this 
subject meet the compulsory  
20-credit literacy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students read and respond to texts as well as 
produce texts. At SHCS, the following units will be 
available and each unit will be a semester long 
course: 

 journalism (mass-media)  

 creative writing  
 
 

Decisions on the content are centred on the ways 
in which individual or groups of students establish 
and maintain connections with familiar and 
unfamiliar communities. 
 
Text Analysis 
Students explore a range of texts composed for 
different purposes and in a range of forms. They 
develop an understanding of how authors 
communicate and use examples of these texts to 
compose their own texts. Students learn that texts 
and language are situated in social and cultural 
environments and the ways in which the study of 
texts supports them to establish and maintain 
community connections. 
 
Producing texts 
Students explore a range of text types for a range 
of purposes and audiences, and compose their 
own texts.  They learn to recognise the linguistic 
codes and conventions of different text types, and 
use these to compose their own texts.  

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Text Analysis – 50% 

 Text Production – 50% 
 
The English Pathways Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E, at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Food and Hospitality (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Food and Hospitality, students focus on the 
dynamic nature of the food and hospitality industry 
in Australian society. They develop an 
understanding of contemporary approaches and 
issues related to food and hospitality.  
 
Students work independently and collaboratively 
to achieve common goals. They develop skills and 
safe work practices in the preparation, storage 
and handling of food, complying with current 
health and safety legislation. Students investigate 
and debate contemporary food and hospitality 
issues and current management practices. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, learning and work. 

Content 

Students examine the factors that influence 
people’s food choices and the health implications 
of these choices.  They understand the diverse 
purposes of the hospitality industry in meeting the 
needs of local people and visitors. 
 
Students study one or more topics within the 
following areas of study: 

 Food, the Individual and the Family 

 Local and Global Issues in Food and 
Hospitality 

 Trends in Food and Culture 

 Food and Safety 

 Food and Hospitality Careers 

 Indigenous Influences 

 Technology Impact 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 1 x Modern Oz Cuisine Practical (20%) 
(Research, Skills, Evaluation) 
 

 1 x Desert\Food Safety Practical (20%) 
(Action Plan, Skills, Evaluation) 

 

 1 x Group Activity (30%) 
 

 1 x Investigation (30%) 
 
Performance in semester Assessment tasks will 
determine promotion to Stage 2 Food & 
Hospitality 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston   
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 1: Geography (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

The discipline of geography deals with 
environmental phenomena and human activities 
as diverse as natural hazards, landforms, tourism, 
economic development, agriculture, and urban 
planning. 
 
Through the study of Geography, students 
develop an understanding of the spatial 
interrelationships of people, places, and 
environments.  They develop an understanding of 
how people interact with environments differently 
in different places and at different times, and of 
the opportunities, challenges, and constraints of 
different locations. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, learning, and work. 

Content 

Students study topics within four key themes: 

 Key Theme 1: Location and Distribution 

 Key Theme 2: Natural Environments at 
Risk 

 Key Theme 3: People, Resources, and 
Development 

 Key Theme 4: Issues for Geographers. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Inquiry – 20% 

 Fieldwork – 20% 

 Investigation – 20% 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in semester Assessment 
tasks will determine promotion to Stage2 
Geography 

 
The Geography Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Health (10 credits) 
 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Students focus on the health and well-being of 
individuals, communities and societies in the 
environments they share. Students develop ideas 
that take a holistic approach to their health, 
recognising various factors that shape the 
behaviour and attitudes of individuals and groups 
in relation to healthy living and caring for 
themselves. Students develop skills in health 
literacy (ability to read, listen to, understand, 
critique, and make informed decisions about 
health care information and advice) particularly in 
aspects of physical, emotional, social, cognitive 
and spiritual dimensions to promote the health 
and well-being of all people. Finally students 
examine the interrelationship of lifestyle, physical 
activity and social behaviour, health care and 
health care systems. 

Content 

Key Areas of Study: 

 Learning is developed by accessing, 
organising and using information to 
improve personal and community health, 
well-being and quality of life.  

 Citizenship is developed through 
understanding how sociocultural, 
physical, political, technological and 
economic environments have an impact 
on personal and community health. 
Students develop the skills needed to be 
proactive about health for themselves and 
others. They have opportunities to 
participate in health-promoting activities 
that lead to individual and community 
health and well-being 

 Personal Development is developed 
through effective decision-making skills, 
individually and in groups for the positive 
management of physical and mental 
health and well-being. Students learn life 
skills (e.g. building positive relationships 
that will enhance their options for healthy 
living as well as skills for managing and 
promoting physical and mental health. 

 

 
 
The key areas are developed and applied through 
theoretical concepts and practical application. For 
example students undertake an Issues Response. 
They evaluate and respond to a current health 
issue and reflect on their attitudes to the issue and 
on the values that influence those attitudes. 
Students also undertake three group activities 
where they plan and participate in an activity and 
provide personal reflection on the activity. Finally 
students undertake an Investigation drawn from 
research on a current health issue drawing 
meaningful conclusions and present possible 
solutions. 
 
Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Issue Response – 20% 

 Group Activity – 60% 

 Investigation – 20% 
 

Contact teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston       
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: History (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

The study of history gives students the opportunity 
to make sense of a complex and rapidly changing 
world by connecting past and present.  Through 
the study of past events, actions, and phenomena 
students gain an insight into human nature and 
the ways in which individuals and societies 
function.  Student’s research and review sources 
within a framework of inquiry and critical analysis. 
 
The focus capabilities for these subjects are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, learning, and work. 

Content 

A 10-credit subject consists of: 

 skills of historical inquiry; 

 a minimum of two historical studies. 
 
A 20-credit subject consists of: 

 skills of historical inquiry; 

 a minimum of four historical studies. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 40% 

 Sources Analysis – 20% 

 Investigation – 20% 

 Examination – 20%   
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
History 

 
The History Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Information Processing & Publishing (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Information Processing and Publishing focuses on 
the application of practical skills to provide 
creative solutions to text-based communication 
tasks.  Students create both hard copy and 
electronic text-based publications, and evaluate 
the development process.  They use technology 
to design and implement information processing 
solutions, and identify, choose, and use the 
appropriate computer hardware and software to 
process, manage and communicate information in 
a range of contexts. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Information Processing and Publishing 
consists of the following topics: 

 Digital Publishing  

 Personal Publishing 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Practical Skills – 40% 

 Product and Documentation – 40% 

 Issues Analysis – 20% 
 
The IPP Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Information Technology (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Students investigate existing information 
technology systems to discover their nature and 
components.  They develop a range of information 
technology skills and techniques while creating 
their own systems that can be tested and 
evaluated. They develop and apply specialised 
skills and techniques in the use of software in a 
number of information technology areas. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, learning, communication, and work. 

Content 

A 10-credit subject consists of two topics.  

 Computer Systems – hardware, software 
and processing 

 Relational Databases – Microsoft Access 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 10% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Project – 50 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Information Technology 

 
The Information Technology Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 
 
The Information Technology Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Integrated Learning (Fitness, Health and Physical Activity) 

 (10 credits)  
 
Duration 
One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Integrated Learning draws links between students’ 
learning in Health and Physical Education and 
aspects their lives. Students apply their 
knowledge and skills from Physical Education to 
real-world tasks.  
 
Students develop communication and 
independent lifelong learning skills. The study of 
Integrated Learning (HPE) encourages students 
to build confidence and self-esteem.  

Content 

Integrated Learning (HPE) is a focused study that 
has a purpose, product and outcome. The 
program focus is Health and Physical Education. 
Students undertake two key areas of study.   
 
Key Areas of Study: 

 Developing the Capability for Work;  
Developing and applying employability 
skills, learning, living and working in local, 
national and global environments, 
participating actively and responsibly in 
learning, work and community life, 
understanding and exercising individual 
and shared obligations and rights 

 

 Developing the Capability for 
Communication; Communicating for 
particular purposes and contexts, 
communicating within and across 
cultures, achieving literacy and numeracy, 
using information and communication 
technologies, expressing feelings, ideas 
and opinions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The key areas are developed and applied through 
theoretical concepts and practical application. For 
example students participate in practical group 
activities around invasion and racquet sports such 
as Netball, Badminton, European Handball as well 
as group teaching opportunities in Speedminton, 
Korfball and Touch Football to develop 
understanding and skills in specific work skills.  
 
Integrated Learning (HPE) is designed to facilitate 
collaborative learning. Through collaboration and 
teamwork, students learn to plan and organise 
activities and to develop their understanding of 
and empathy for others. This collaboration 
supports goals such as active learning, conflict 
resolution and the discovery of new ideas in a 
Physical Education context, with links to real-
world situations.  
 
Finally students develop a Folio and engage in a 
Discussion on Health and Personal Training 
through both theoretical and practical elements. 
 
Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical – 60% 

 Group Activity – 20% 

 Folio and Discussion – 20% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston  
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Italian (Continuers Level) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Italian. 

Subject Summary 

The Continuers level languages are designed for 
students who have studied the language for 400 
to 500 hours by the time they have completed 
Stage 2, or who have an equivalent level of 
knowledge. 
 
In these languages subjects students interact with 
others to share information, ideas, opinions and 
experiences.  They create texts in the specific 
language to express information, feelings, ideas 
and opinions.  They analyse texts to interpret 
meaning, and examine relationships between 
language, culture and identity, and reflect on the 
ways in which culture influences communication. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and citizenship. 

Content 

Italian at Continuers level consists of three 
themes and a number of prescribed topics and 
suggested subtopics. 
 
Themes: 

 The Individual 

 The Italian-speaking Communities 

 The Changing World. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Interaction – 20% 

 Text Production – 20% 

 Text Analysis – 20% 

 Investigation – 40% 

 Examination 
Performance in the end of semester 
Exam will also determine promotion to 
Stage 2 Italian  

 
The Italian Subject Outline includes performance 
standards, which describe five levels of 
achievement that are reported with the grades A 
to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Japanese (Continuers Level) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Japanese. 

Subject Summary 

The Continuers level languages are designed for 
students who have studied the language for 400 
to 500 hours by the time they have completed 
Stage 2, or who have an equivalent level of 
knowledge. 
 
In these languages subjects students interact with 
others to share information, ideas, opinions and 
experiences.  They create texts in the specific 
language to express information, feelings, ideas 
and opinions.  They analyse texts to interpret 
meaning, and examine relationships between 
language, culture and identity, and reflect on the 
ways in which culture influences communication. 
Topics covered include diary writing, travel within 
Japan and Australia, shopping and giving and 
asking directions. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and citizenship. 

Content 

Japanese at Continuers level consists of three 
themes and a number of prescribed topics and 
suggested subtopics. 
 
Themes: 

 The Individual 

 The Japanese-speaking Communities 

 The Changing World. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Interaction – 20% 

 Text Production – 20%  

 Text Analysis – 20% 

 Investigation – 40% 

 Examination 
Performance in the end of semester 
Exam will also determine promotion to 
Stage 2 Japanese  

 
The Japanese Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Legal Studies (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

Legal Studies explores Australia’s legal heritage 
and the dynamic nature of the Australian legal 
system within a global context.  Students are 
provided with an understanding of the structures 
of the Australian legal system and how that 
system responds and contributes to social change 
while acknowledging tradition.  
 
The study of Legal Studies provides insight into 
law-making and the processes of dispute 
resolution and the administration of justice.  
Students investigate legal perspectives on 
contemporary issues in society. They reflect on, 
and make informed judgments about, strengths 
and weaknesses of the Australian legal system.  
Students consider how, and to what degree, these 
weaknesses may be remedied. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, personal development and learning. 

Content 

Students examine the Australian legal system. 
They read and write about, and discuss, analyse, 
and debate issues. They use a variety of methods 
to investigate legal issues, including observing the 
law in action in courts and through various media. 
 
A 10-credit subject consists of: 

 Topic 1: Law and Society 

 a minimum of two other topics. 
 
A 20-credit subject consists of: 

 Topic 1: Law and Society 

 five other topics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Topics  
Topic 1: Law and Society 
Topic 2: People, Structures, and Processes 
Topic 3: Law-making  
Topic 4: Justice and Society  
Topic 5: Young People and the Law  
Topic 6: Victims and the Law 
Topic 7: Motorists and the Law  
Topic 8: Young Workers and the Law 
Topic 9: Relationships and the Law 
 
Alternative topics can also be developed. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 30% 

 Issues Study – 20% 

 Presentation – 35% 

 Examination – 15%   
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Legal Studies 

 
The Legal Studies Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Literacy for Work & Community Life (20 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 20 credits of literacy (either English, English Pathways, Literacy 
for Work and Community Life, and ESL) at Stage 1 and achieve a minimum C grade towards the 
SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Literacy for 
Daily Life and recommendation from Learning 
Enrichment Coordinator. 

Subject Summary 

Literacy for Work and Community Life enables 
students to build their knowledge of the English 
language, and expand their literacy skills.  
 
This subject is intended for those students who, 
through their personal learning plans, have 
identified literacy skills as an area for 
development.  
 
Literacy for Work and Community Life engages 
students in the study of everyday written, spoken, 
visual, and multimedia texts. Students learn to 
analyse and understand the meanings, 
structures, purposes, and audiences of these 
texts, and build the knowledge and skills to 
produce their own texts. The study of Literacy for 
Work and Community Life also enables students 
to develop the spoken and written language skills 
to interact effectively with others, in their learning, 
work, and community life.  
 
This subject provides opportunities for students to 
meet the SACE literacy requirement, and to gain 
additional literacy support for their studies and future 
pathways. Students who gain a C grade or better in 
this subject can count the credits towards the literacy 
requirement of the SACE.   
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

 

Content 

The content of this subject is described through: 

 Contexts for Study 

 Language & Literacy Skills and Strategies. 
 

Contexts for Study 

 Literacy for Work 

 Literacy for Community Life 

 Literacy for Daily Life 

 Literacy for Leisure 

 A Negotiated Study. 
 
Language and Literacy Skills and Strategies 

 Using English Language Conventions and 
Construction 

 Speaking and Listening 

 Reading and Understanding Texts 

 Constructing and Producing Texts 

 Analysing and Responding to Texts. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Text Analysis – 50% 

 Text Production – 50% 
 
The Literacy for Work and Community Life 
Subject Outline includes performance standards, 
which describe five levels of achievement that are 
reported with the grades A to E at the student’s 
completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 

mailto:tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 88 

 

Stage 1: Material Products (3D CAD/CAM Plastics) (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Nil 
 

Recommended Knowledge 

Year 10 3D Design and Manufacturing 

Subject Summary 

Students will develop knowledge and skills in 
computer aided drawing using the CAD computer 
application ‘Creo 2.0 Parametric’ to produce two 
and three dimensional technical drawings and 
model. 
 
Students work through a graduated series of 
tutorials to increase their skills and knowledge of 
technical graphics and the use of the program. 
 
Production of both 2D and 3D graphics is covered 
and realised in design, engineering and rendered 
graphics presentations. An ABS or PLA 3D 
printed model will also be manufactured.  
 
While producing a set of construction plans for a 
child’s toy, students will also develop the design 
and communication skills and knowledge relevant 
to CAD. 
 
They explore technologies in both contemporary and 
historical settings, and analyse the impacts of 
technology, including social, environmental, and 
sustainable consequences. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work and learning. 

 

 

Content 

Students identify a need/problem for a specific 
client and develop a design brief for a major 
project.   

 

Students investigate their ideas using a range of 
design techniques including compilation of 
sketches, concept drawings, plans, and 
sequences for planned outcomes. In addition 
students test, modify, and validate their chosen 
idea. 

 

Students use a current manufacturing 
technologies such 3D CAD and 3D printers to 
design and make their products with ABS or PLA 
plastics. 

 

Students test and evaluate their final outcome 
against their design brief and client’s needs. 

 

Students study theory topics on safety (WHS), 
plastic materials, 3D printing technology and 
environmental issues. 

Assessment 

Assessment is based on: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 

 Folio – 30% 

 Product – 30% 
 
The Materials Products (Plastics) Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Material Products (Furniture Construction) (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Furniture Construction 
students develop the ability to identify, create, 
initiate, and develop products, processes, or 
systems.  Students learn to use tools, materials 
and systems safely and competently to complete 
a product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
 
Furniture Construction is a subject based upon 
the focus area of Material Products.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students identify a need/problem for a specific 
client and develop a design brief for a major 
project.   

 

Students investigate their ideas using a range of 
design techniques including compilation of 
sketches, concept drawings, plans, and 
sequences for planned outcomes. In addition 
students test, modify, and validate their chosen 
idea. 

 

Students use a range of manufacturing 
technologies such as tools, machines, equipment, 
and/or systems to design and make their chosen 
products with wood. 

 

Students test and evaluate their final outcome 
against their design brief and client’s needs. 

 

Students study theory topics on safety (WHS), 
wood working materials, machinery, techniques 
and environmental issues. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20%  

 Folio – 20% 

 Product – 60 % 
 
 
The Furniture Construction Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the Grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 
 
Additional Cost 
Students will be charged for all materials used to 
produce items of furniture. Projects will be 
charged to school accounts. The cost to families 
is estimated $100-$150. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Mathematical Applications (10 or 20 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 10 credits of numeracy (contained in Mathematics Pathways, 
Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Studies, or Specialist Mathematics) at Stage 1 and achieve 
a minimum C grade towards the SACE 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematical 
Applications or Year 10 Mathematical Studies. 

Subject Summary 

In the study of mathematics students participate in 
a wide variety of problem-solving activities. The 
subject gives students the abilities and skills 
required in the workplace and in everyday life.  
They learn how to approach new challenges by 
investigating, modelling, reasoning, visualising, 
and problem-solving with the goal of 
communicating to others the relationships 
observed and the problems solved. 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics allows students to achieve 
the numeracy requirement of the SACE. Students 
must achieve a C grade or better in this 
subject to meet the compulsory 10-credit 
numeracy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Mathematical Applications consists of the 
following topics: 

 Earning and Spending 

 Measurement 

 Networks and Matrices 

 Saving and Borrowing 

 Statistics 

 Trigonometry 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 50% 

 Folio – 30% 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in end of semester 
examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Mathematical 
Applications. 
 

 
The Mathematical Applications Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant     
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 

mailto:james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Mathematics Pathways A (Consumer Maths) (10 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 10 credits of numeracy (contained in Mathematics Pathways, 
Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Studies, or Specialist Mathematics) at Stage 1 and achieve 
a minimum C grade towards the SACE 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics. 

Subject Summary 

In the study of mathematics students participate in 
a wide variety of problem-solving activities. The 
subject gives students the abilities and skills 
required in the workplace and in everyday life.  
They learn how to approach new challenges by 
investigating, modelling, reasoning, visualising, 
and problem-solving with the goal of 
communicating to others the relationships 
observed and the problems solved. 
 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics Pathways allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement in the SACE. 
Students must achieve a C grade or better in 
this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit 
numeracy requirement. 
 
The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Topics are developed around the interests and 
needs of the students.  The focus engages 
students with learning in contexts that are relevant 
to them.  Topics can be a combination of school-
developed topics and topics chosen from those 
listed in the Stage 1 Mathematics Subject Outline.  
The structure, content and assessment may be 
negotiated with the students, and there may be 
different focuses within any group.  
 

 Earning and Spending 

 Measurement 

 Data in Context 

 Saving and Borrowing 

 Statistics 

 Trigonometry 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 50% 

 Folio – 50% 

 Examination 
 
The Mathematical Pathways Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A t0 E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant     
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Mathematics Pathways B (Maths in Industry) (10 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 10 credits of numeracy (contained in Mathematics Pathways, 
Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Studies, or Specialist Mathematics) at Stage 1 and achieve 
a minimum C grade towards the SACE 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematics. 

Subject Summary 

This subject will enable students to appreciate, 

experience and understand the use of 

Mathematics in industry such as Building and 

Construction, Plumbing, Electrical, Automotive 

and Landscaping. It will provide preparation for 

entry to TAFE courses which require students to 

complete a pre-entry test. 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics Pathways articulates with 
the Stage 2 Community Studies subject (Work in 
the Community – Maths focus), which aims to 
prepare students for trade apprenticeships. 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics Pathways allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement in the SACE. 
Students must achieve a C grade or better in 
this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit 
numeracy requirement. 
 
The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 
 

Content 

Topics are developed around the interests and 
needs of the students and their particular trade.  
The focus engages students with learning in 
contexts that are relevant to them.  The structure, 
content and assessment may be negotiated with 
the students, and there may be different focuses 
within any group. 
  

 Number and Arithmetic 

 Preparation for Aptitude and Entrance 

Testing 

 Measurement 

 Earning and Costing 

 Planar Geometry 

 Trigonometry 
 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 50% 

 Folio – 50% 

 Examination 
 
The Mathematical Pathways Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant      
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Mathematical Studies (30 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 10 credits of numeracy (contained in Mathematics Pathways, 
Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Studies, or Specialist Mathematics) at Stage 1 and achieve 
a minimum C grade towards the SACE 

Duration 

Three Semesters (30 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematical 
Studies (B grade or better) or Year 10 Specialist 
Mathematics. Performance in end of semester 
exams will also determine promotion to Stage 1 
Mathematical Studies. 

Subject Summary 

In the study of mathematics students participate in 
a wide variety of problem-solving activities. The 
subject gives students the abilities and skills 
required in the workplace and in everyday life.  
They learn how to approach new challenges by 
investigating, modelling, reasoning, visualising, 
and problem-solving with the goal of 
communicating to others the relationships 
observed and the problems solved. 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics allows students to achieve 
the numeracy requirement of the SACE. Students 
must achieve a C grade or better in this 
subject meet the compulsory 10-credit 
numeracy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Mathematical Studies consists of the 
following topics: 

 Measurement 

 Networks and Matrices 

 Statistics 

 Trigonometry 

 Models of Growth 

 Quadratic and Other Polynomials 

 Coordinate Geometry 

 Functions and Graphs 

 Introduction to Calculus 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 50% 

 Folio – 30% 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in end of semester 
examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Mathematical 
Studies and Stage 2 Mathematical 
Methods. 
 

The Mathematical Studies Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant      
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Music Advanced (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Music, or a 
minimum of Grade 4 Theory and Practical 
(AMEB). 
 
Students are strongly encouraged to undertake 
individual instrumental or vocal lessons. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Music Advanced can be studied as a 10-
credit subject or a 20-credit subject. 
 
Music Advanced is designed for students with a 
substantial background in music and provides 
pathways to the range of Stage 2 music subjects. 
 

 
Music Advanced involves a selection of learning 
activities that relate to the relevant musical 
studies. Students have the opportunity to engage 
in some of the following activities: 

 Composing, Arranging, Transcribing, 
Improvising 

 Performing as a Soloist and in an 
Ensemble 

 Music Technology / Recording 

 Music in Contexts; Historical Research 
Projects 

 Developing Theory and Aural Skills 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills Presentation – 40% 

 Skills Development – 15% 

 Folio – 25% 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in the end of semester 
Exam will also determine promotion to 
Stage 2 Music  

 
The Music Advanced Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Music Experience (otherwise known as Music Industry 
Skills) (10 or 20 credits) 
Note: Successful completion of Stage 1 Music Industry for a full year qualifies students for a 
Certificate III in Music (Nationally accredited TAFE modules). There is a once off $50 fee for all 
enrolled students. 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Music Industry 
is recommended. Students must have an interest 
in the Music Industry and they must they have an 
instrument or voice specialisation. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Stage 1 Music Industry, 
students will refine their practical skills, knowledge 
of the Music Industry and ability to apply music 
technologies. Performance opportunities include 
participation in class ensemble, small rock groups 
and individual performance. This program is 
heavily focused on practically demonstrating 
acquired skills. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

This course is designed to prepare students Stage 
2 Music, in units of Solo Performance, Music 
Individual Study, Music Technology or Ensemble 
Performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following topics are based on the COSAMP 
curriculum, and are studied for a full year. 
 

 Develop Ensemble Skills 

 Prepare for Performances 

 Develop Simple Musical Pieces using 
Electronic Media 

 Develop Technical Skills in Performance  

 Incorporate Music Technology into 
Performance 

 Apply Knowledge of Genre to Music 
Making 

 Implement Copyright Arrangements 

 Follow OH&S 

 Work effectively in the Music Industry 
 

Various tasks include: 

 Recording and editing songs on industry 
standard software 

 Composing music for TV 

 Performing at concerts 

 Organising lighting/AV/Sound for  
concerts 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Assignments  - 25% 

 Practical Demonstrations - 25% 

 Performance Examinations - 50% 
 
The Music Experience Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford      
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Physical Education (10 or 20 credits) 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Physical Education students gain an 
understanding of human functioning and physical 
activity, and an awareness of the community 
structures and practices that influence 
participation in physical activity.  Students explore 
their own physical capacities and analyse 
performance, health, and lifestyle issues.  They 
develop skills in communication, investigation, 
and the ability to apply knowledge to practical 
situations. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, learning and personal 
development. 

Content 

Stage 1 Physical Education consists of the 
following two areas: 
 
1. Practical Skills and Applications 
For a 10-credit subject, students complete three 
practicals. 
For a 20-credit subject, students complete six 
practicals. 
Practical units may include; Netball, Touch 
Football, Badminton, Volleyball, Squash, Fitness 
Training and Testing. 
 
2. Principles and Issues  

a. The Nature of Physical Activity 
This area of study requires an experimental, 
analytical approach to physical activity and well-
being.  Topics include: 
 

 body systems 

 fitness 

 human physical performance 

 training principles and methods 

 The Acquisition of Skills and the 
Biomechanics of Movement. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Issues Analysis 
Students analyse issues that are relevant to local, 
national or global communities through topics of 
interest to them. 
Topics focus on physical activity and could 
include: 

 alcohol, tobacco and other drugs 

 children 

 corruption 

 cultural diversity 

 fitness 

 disability 

 equal opportunity 

 gender 

 health risk factors 

 play education 

 professionalism in sport 

 safety, risk management 

 sport in society 

 sports injuries 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Practical – 60% 

 Folio  and Examination– 40% 
 
Performance in the assessment tasks and 
examination will determine promotion to Stage 2 
Physical Education 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston   
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 1: Physics (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Science. 
 
It is also assumed that students undertaking this 
subject will have successfully completed Year 10 
Mathematical Studies or Year 10 Specialist 
Mathematics.  

Subject Summary 

The study of physics offers opportunities for 
students to understand and appreciate the natural 
world.  This subject requires the interpretation of 
physical phenomena through a study of motion in 
two dimensions, electricity and magnetism, light 
and matter, and atoms and nuclei. As well as 
applying knowledge to solve problems, students 
develop experimental, investigation design, 
information, and communication skills through 
practical and other learning activities. Students 
gather evidence from experiments and research 
and acquire new knowledge through their own 
investigations 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Content 

Semester One: 

 Units and Measurement 

 Electrostatics 

 Current Electricity 

 Electric Circuits 

 Waves and Optics 
 
Semester Two: 

 Motion in 1 dimension 

 Forces 

 Motion in 2  dimensions  

 Momentum 

 Energy 
 
Text: Olesnicky & Lee “Physics, Key Ideas – 

Part A & B”. 
 
Assessment 
Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Investigations Folio - 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks - 40% 

 Examination – 20% 
 

Performance in the end of semester examinations 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 Physics. 
Students choosing Stage 2 Physics must 
successfully complete (C grade or better) both 
semesters of Stage 1 Physics.   
 
The Physics Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone    
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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 Stage 1: Psychology (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Science and 
Mathematics. 

Subject Summary 

The study of Psychology enables students to 
understand their own behaviours and the 
behaviours of others.  It has direct relevance to 
their personal lives. Psychological knowledge can 
be applied to improve outcomes and the quality of 
experience in various areas of life, such as 
education, intimate relationships, child rearing, 
employment and leisure. 
Stage 1 Psychology builds on the scientific 
method by involving students in the collection and 
analysis of qualitative and quantitative data.  By 
emphasising evidence-based procedures (i.e. 
observation, experimentation and experience) the 
subject allows students to develop useful skills in 
analytical and critical thinking, and in making 
inferences. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

Content 

Semester One: 

 Introduction to Psychology (compulsory) 

 Social Behaviour 

 Emotion 

Semester Two: 

 Introduction to Psychology (compulsory) – 
extended for full-year students 

 Human Psychological Development 

 Cognition 

Text: Psychology for South Australia: Stage 1. 
First Edition 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Investigations folio – 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 

 Examination – 20% 
 

Performance in the end of semester Exam will 
also determine promotion to Stage 2 Psychology 
 
Students intending to choose Stage 2 Psychology, 
must successfully complete (a C grade or better) 
at least 1 semester of Stage 1 Psychology. 
 
 
The Psychology Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone   
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Religion Studies Enrichment (10 credits at Stage 1 level) 
Note: Only Students enrolled in Year 11 Literacy for Work and Community Life can study Religion 
Studies Enrichment  

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits at Stage 1 level) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

A study of religion and spirituality forms a vital 
foundation for the study of a society. This is of 
particular importance in a culturally diverse 
society. An appreciation of the nature of national 
and global multicultural society is enriched by an 
understanding of religion and its influence on 
human behaviour, and the shaping of personal 
and group identity. Religions and spiritualities are 
living and dynamic, and students explore the ways 
in which religious adherents participate in, and 
respond to, current social and moral debates, and 
issues in communities such as those in Australia. 
 
The five capabilities that have been identified are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

Content 

The subject consists of a core topic; 
Understanding Religion and one of the option 
Religious Traditions; Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Indigenous Australian Spirituality, Islam 
or Judaism. 

Core Topic: Understanding Religion 

The core topic provides students with an overview 
of religion and the study of religions and 
spiritualities, and gives a general introduction to 
the study of individual religious traditions.  
 
The core topic consists of four key areas of study.  

1. What is religion? What is spirituality? 

2. What are the key phenomena that make up religion? 
3. Why study religion and spirituality? 
4. How are secular culture and religious culture linked? 

Option Topics: Religious Traditions 

Each option topic covers a religious tradition that is 
explored using the following six key areas of study. 

1. Historical Background  
2. Religious World View 
3. Sacred Texts and Sacred Stories 
4. Religious Beliefs 
5. Religious Practice and Religious Ethics 
6. Contemporary Traditions Globally and in Australia 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

 Practical Activity (40%) 

 Issues Investigation (40%) 

 Reflection (20%) 

 

Contact Teacher  

Mrs Enza Vessali     
enza.vessali@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Year 11: Religion Studies (10 credits at Stage 2 level) 
Note: Students must study Religion Studies at Year 11 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits at Stage 2 level) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

A study of religion and spirituality forms a vital 
foundation for the study of a society. This is of 
particular importance in a culturally diverse 
society. An appreciation of the nature of national 
and global multicultural society is enriched by an 
understanding of religion and its influence on 
human behaviour, and the shaping of personal 
and group identity. Religions and spiritualities are 
living and dynamic, and students explore the ways 
in which religious adherents participate in, and 
respond to, current social and moral debates, and 
issues in communities such as those in Australia. 
 
The five capabilities that have been identified are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

Content 

The subject consists of a core topic; 
Understanding Religion and one of the option 
Religious Traditions; Buddhism, Christianity, 
Hinduism, Indigenous Australian Spirituality, Islam 
or Judaism. 

Core Topic: Understanding Religion 

The core topic provides students with an overview 
of religion and the study of religions and 
spiritualities, and gives a general introduction to 
the study of individual religious traditions. The 
core topic consists of four key areas of study. 
 
1. What is religion? What is spirituality? 
2. What are the key phenomena that make up 

religion? 
3. Why study religion and spirituality? 
4. How are secular culture and religious culture 

linked? 

Option Topics: Religious Traditions 

Each option topic covers a religious tradition that 
is explored using the following six key areas of 
study. 
1. Historical Background  
2. Religious World View 
3. Sacred Texts and Sacred Stories 
4. Religious Beliefs 
5. Religious Practice and Religious Ethics 
6. Contemporary Traditions Globally and in 

Australia 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 

School-based Assessment  

 Sources Analysis (25%) 

 Written Assignments (20%) 

 Practical Activity (25%) 

External Assessment  

 Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%). 

Contact Teacher  

Mrs Enza Vessali     
enza.vessali@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Scientific Studies (10 credits) 
 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Science. 

Subject Summary 

It is assumed that students undertaking this 
subject will be able to: 

 communicate effectively in both written 
and oral forms 

 comprehend and manipulate simple 
mathematical expressions 

 handle common chemicals and laboratory 
apparatus safely  

 observe, record and interpret results. 
 
This subject allows students to explore links 
between learning in science and in other areas, 
and to discuss historical, social, ethical and 
environmental contexts. Students will have the 
opportunity to engage with the work of scientists 
and to join and initiate debates about how science 
impacts on their lives, on society, and on the 
environment. 
 
Students design and conduct scientific 
investigations and gather evidence from their 
investigations.  As they explore a range of 
science-related issues, students recognise that 
the body of scientific knowledge is constantly 
changing and increasing through the applications 
of new ideas and technologies. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 
 

 

Content 

 

Semester 1: 

The implications of human intervention through 

science. 

 Recycling 

 Nuclear power 

 Alternative energy 

 

 

Semester 2: 

The relevance of science for my community and 

me. 

 Sports science 

 Health science 

 Water availability and use 
 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 

 Investigations Folio - 60% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks - 40% 
 

 
The Scientific Studies Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone     
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Specialist Mathematics (40 credits) 
Note: Students must study at least 10 credits of numeracy (contained in Mathematics Pathways, 
Mathematical Applications, Mathematical Studies, or Specialist Mathematics) at Stage 1 and achieve 
a minimum C grade towards the SACE 

Duration 

Four Semesters (40 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 Mathematical 
Studies or Specialist Mathematics. 

Subject Summary 

In the study of mathematics students participate in 
a wide variety of problem-solving activities. The 
subject gives students the abilities and skills 
required in the workplace and in everyday life.  
They learn how to approach new challenges by 
investigating, modelling, reasoning, visualising, 
and problem-solving with the goal of 
communicating to others the relationships 
observed and the problems solved. 
 
Stage 1 Mathematics allows students to achieve 
the numeracy requirement of the SACE. Students 
who achieve a C grade or better in this subject 
meet the compulsory  
10-credit numeracy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics consists of: 

 Networks and Matrices 

 Statistics 

 Trigonometry 

 Models of Growth 

 Quadratic and Other Polynomials 

 Coordinate Geometry 

 Functions and Graphs 

 Planar Geometry 

 Periodic Phenomena 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 

 Folio – 40% 

 Examination – 20% 
Performance in end of semester 
examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Specialist 
Mathematics. 
 

The Specialist Mathematics Subject Outline 
includes performance standards, which describe 
five levels of achievement that are reported with 
the grades A to E at the student’s completion of 
the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant     
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 103 

 

Stage 1: Tourism (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (C grade or better) of 
English. 

Subject Summary 

In Tourism, students develop an understanding of 
the nature of tourists, tourism, and the tourism 
industry.  They investigate local, national, and 
global tourism; and explore tourism as a business.  
Students gain an understanding of the complex 
economic, social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism. A student’s understanding of 
the sustainable management of tourism is central 
to the subject. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship and learning. 

Content 

The subject consists of four themes and eleven 
topics. 
 
A 10-credit subject consists of three topics that 
are informed by the four themes. 
 
Themes 

 Understanding the Tourism Industry 

 Identifying Visitors and Hosts 

 Creating Sustainable Tourism 

 Working in the Tourism Industry. 
 
Topics 

 Investigating the History of Tourism 

 Exploring Tourism in the Local Area 

 Examining Local Impacts of Tourism 

 Preparing for International Travel 

 Understanding the Role of Organisations 
and Government in Tourism 

 Examining Tourism and Technological 
Change 

 Appreciating Tourism in Australia 

 Investigating Tourism Markets 

 Understanding Tourism and Natural 
Environments 

 Tourism Industry Skills 

 Negotiated Topic. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Case Study – 20% 

 Practical Activity – 35% 

 Investigation – 25% 

 Examination (including source analysis) – 
20%.   
Performance in the end of semester exam 
will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Tourism. 

 
The Tourism Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: VET (Vocational Education and Training) 
 

Duration 

One Semester or Full Year 
 

SACE Credits 

All VET qualifications or units of competency that 
make up a qualification, in the Australian 
Qualifications Framework (AQF) can contribute to 
the completion requirements of the SACE. 
The SACE Board determines the SACE stage at 
which qualifications will be granted recognition in 
the SACE. Details of how specific VET 
qualifications can earn SACE credits at Stage 1 
and/or Stage 2, can be found on the VET 
Recognition Register. 
 
Students can use a maximum of two qualifications 
at Certificate I level to gain credits towards the 
completion of the SACE. There is no limit to the 
number of qualifications at Certificate II level or 
higher that students can use to gain credits 
towards the completion of the SACE. 
 

Pre-requisites 

Selection into VET is not automatic; students 
wishing to be considered for VET programs are 
required to apply and attend an interview with the 
VET Coordinator. Careful consideration is given to 
students’ performance at school and their real 
desire to pursue a career in a particular industry.  
  

Subject Summary 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) is 
education and training that gives students skills 
and knowledge for work. VET operates through a 
national training system, and is delivered, 
assessed and certified by Registered Training 
Organisations. 
 
At SHCS, VET is offered at Year 11 and/or Year 
12.  It will take up the equivalent of two subject 
lines each year and at Year 11 may be 
undertaken for a single or both semesters.  As a 
single semester it would be unlikely that a student 
would complete a full certificate. 
 
VET incorporates structured learning programs 
that provide students with the knowledge, skills 
and attributes they will need for the world of work.  
Many of the VET pathway programs are offered 
through collaboration between school, 
TAFE/private providers and industry.   
 

 
Structured Workplace Learning supports training 
and differs from work experience in that students 
are assessed in skills and knowledge that is 
industry specific.  Students are prepared for 
Structured Workplace Learning according to 
“Work Place Learning Conditions and Guidelines”. 
By integrating a VET program within the SACE, 
students receive credit toward their SACE but also 
receive nationally recognised VET qualifications 
through their training provider.   
 
Sacred Heart College is a member of the Quality 
Lincs cluster of schools, which provides us with 
access to a broad range of VET programs.  The 
VET programs may be embedded in Stage 1 or 
Stage 2 Workplace Practices or offered as VET 
stand-alone.   
 
Some of the Courses that have been offered in 
the past are; 

 Building and 
Construction; 

 Automotive; 

 Electro 
Technology; 

 Commercial 
Cookery; 

 Furnishing;  Plumbing; 

 Hairdressing;  Engineering; 

 Horticulture;  Fitness. 

 Hospitality;  

Students interested in exploring training links with 
industry whilst at school should discuss their 
preferences with the Careers Counsellor.  Quality 
Lincs has been able to offer a broad range of 
Courses in addition to those listed.  Confirmation 
of courses is often not until later in the year or 
early the next year.  This is due to funding from 
external agencies and interest from other schools.  
Students are therefore advised to have reserve 
choices in other subject areas. 
 
Please note that VET courses will attract an 
additional charge due to the added expense of 
outsourcing industry specific training. For the 
costs of specific courses, students need to 
speak to the VET Office. 
 
Units delivered by a Registered Training 
Organisation such as TAFE will be accredited to 
students SACE via the Institute and through the 
SACE Board. 
 
The SACE Board recognises VET that is: 
 

 Listed on the National Training 
Information Service (NTIS) website 
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 Delivered and assessed by, or under the 
auspices of, a registered training 
organisation (RTO) 

 Delivered and assessed in accordance 
with Australian Quality Training 
Framework (AQTF) standards and 
training package requirements 

 Certified on a transcript, statement of 
attainment, or qualification issued by an 
RTO. 

 
School Based Traineeships: 
School based traineeships are available at 
student/industry discretion and are initiated by 
either party.   
 

School based traineeships can be accommodated 
within the SACE and the school timetable.  
Students can enter into a contract of training with 
an approved employer to receive “on the job 
training”, part-time employment and time to 
continue with their school subjects.  
 
Each year we have a small number of students 
involved in school based traineeships. For more 
information on School Based Traineeships or 
Apprenticeships please contact Prue Wilkosz, 
Pathways Coordinator. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Tony Finamore   
tony.finamore@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 
 

mailto:tony.finamore@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 106 

 

Stage 1: Visual Arts - Art (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or 
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Visual Arts – Art students express ideas 
through practical work using drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, models, prototypes, photographs 
and/or audio visual techniques leading to resolved 
pieces.  Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  
  
The area of Visual Arts – Art includes both artistic 
and crafting methods and outcomes, including the 
development of ideas, research, analysis and 
experimentation with media and techniques, 
resolution and production.   
 
Stage 1 Visual Arts – Art can be studied as a 10-
credit subject or a 20-credit subject.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and personal development. 

Content 

For both 10-credit and 20-credit programs, with a 
focus on art, the following three areas of study are 
covered: 
 

 Visual Thinking: The folio documents the 
development of student’s creative visual 
learning in response to a theme and 
includes research and analysis of related 
artworks. 

 Practical Resolution: The final resolution 
of student’s individual response and 
interpretation of an aspect of the set 
theme. 

 Practitioner’s statement: An evaluation 
of resolved work in relation to student’s 
creative learning process, influences and 
personal interpretation of the theme. 

 Visual Arts in Context: Research, 
analysis and practical exploration of an 
artist and their work in relation to 
influences and context. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 40% 

 Practical – 30% 

 Visual Study – 30% 
 
The Visual Arts (Art) Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Visual Arts - Design (10 or 20 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Visual Arts – Design students express ideas 
through practical work using drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, models, prototypes, photographs and 
computer graphic programs leading to resolved 
pieces.  Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  
  
The area of Visual Arts – Design includes graphic 
and communication design, environmental design 
and product design.  It emphasises defining the 
problem, problem solving approaches, the 
generation of solutions and/or concepts and the 
skills to communicate resolutions. 
  
Stage 1 Visual Arts – Design can be studied as a 
10-credit subject or a 20-credit subject.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and personal development. 

Content 

For both 10-credit and 20-credit programs, with a 
focus on design, the following three areas of study 
are covered: 
 

 Visual Thinking: The folio documents the 
development of students’ creative visual 
learning following the design process. 
 

 Practical: Resolved work. The final 
resolution of student’s individual response 
to set brief. 

 Practitioner’s statement: Evaluation of 
resolved work in relation to design 
process. 

 Visual Study: Analysis and response. 
Research and study of a designer and 
their work 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Practical – 30% 

 Visual Study – 30% 

  Folio – 40% 
 
The Visual Arts (Design) Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 1: Workplace Practices (includes VET) (10 or 20 credits)

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) or  
Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful application and interview with the VET 
Coordinator. 

Subject Summary 

In Workplace Practices students develop 
knowledge, skills, and understanding of the 
nature, type and structure of the workplace.  They 
learn about the changing nature of work, industrial 
relations, legislation, safe and sustainable 
workplace practices, and local, national, and 
global issues in an industry and workplace 
context.  Students can undertake learning in the 
workplace and develop and reflect on their 
capabilities, interests, and aspirations. The 
subject may include the undertaking of vocational 
education and training (VET) as provided under 
the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, work, and learning development. 

Content 

Stage 1 Workplace Practices comprises three 
focus areas of study: 

 Industry and Work Knowledge 

 Vocational Learning 

 Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
Students must include the following areas of 
study: 

 Industry and Work Knowledge,  
and 

 Vocational Learning and/or  

 Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
 

 
Structured Work Placement: 
Students studying Workplaces Practices must 
also complete one week of Structured Workplace 
Learning per semester. This is a compulsory 
aspect of the course and must be completed 
during students’ school holidays. 
 
Students undertake four topics. 
Topics include: 

 Topic 1:  Future Trends in the World of 
Work 

 Topic 2:  The Value of Unpaid Work to 
Society 

 Topic 3:  Workers’ Rights and 
Responsibilities 

 Topic 4:  Career Planning 

 Topic 5:  Negotiated Topics. 

Assessment 

Assessment is school based. Students 
demonstrate evidence of their learning through 
the following assessment types: 
 

 Folio – 60% Tasks related to the topics 
studied in class 

 Performance -  20% Structured 
Workplace Learning report from employer 

 Reflection – 20% Ongoing written 
reflection of VET course  

 
The Workplace Practices Subject Outline includes 
performance standards, which describe five levels 
of achievement that are reported with the grades 
A to E at the student’s completion of the subject. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Rachel Aldrich 
rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 1: Workplace Practices (Football) (20 credits) 
 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Students must be playing football at one of the 
following levels: 

 SANFL Under 17; 

 SANFL Under 19; 

 Independent School Football. 
 
Students will need to: 

 Play at any of the above levels once a week; 

 Participate in training two times each week; 

 Have the support and involvement of a 
Football Coach; 

 Attend three workshops with Port Adelaide 
Football Club AFL players (see note below). 

Subject Summary 

There are three focus areas of study of this 
subject:  
1. Football Placement - Learning & Reflection 
2. Coursework 
3. Vocational Attainment 
 
Football Placement – Learning & Reflection: 
Students are required to participate in their local 
football team, playing at least one match each 
week. Assessment is based on feedback from 
their supervisor/coach regarding their match 
performance. Students are also required to 
maintain a record of reflections that describe and 
evaluate their performance in each match. They 
need to demonstrate they are able to apply the 
theory learnt in class to practice on the field. 
 
Coursework:  Using the football industry as a 
focus, students will investigate career pathways 
and be engaged in career planning, with 
consideration of a number of related aspects of 
the industry.   
 
Vocational Attainment:  Units of competence from 
the Certificate II in Sport and Recreation are 
adapted to provide students with the theory and 
skills which are transferable across many sectors 
of sport and recreation. The development of 
football skills in both training and games is 
monitored and recorded by the coach. 
 
In summary, this course is designed to allow 
students to use their football activity and learning 
to help complete their SACE successfully and to 
assist in making decisions about their future as a 
worker. 
 

NOTE: 
Workshops with Port Power Football Club are 
held in the April and July school holidays for one 
day and two days respectively. Some theory 
sections are delivered and all practical skills are 
moderated at these times. 
Attendance is compulsory at all workshops and 
will attract an additional cost of approximately 
$125 per student. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 30% Tasks from topics studies in class 

 Performance – 20% Competency in units from 
Certificate II Sport and Recreation 

 Reflection – 20% Ongoing self assessment 
and reports from supervisor/coach 

 External Assessment: 

 Investigation (see below) – 30% 
 
Investigation 
The Investigation may be either a practical 
investigation or an issues investigation. 

 Practical Investigation – Students undertake a 
practical investigation based on a product, 
task, or service in which they have been 
involved.  The practical investigation may be 
presented in written, oral or multimodal form.  
Students complete a report on their practical 
investigation in which they document the 
process of planning, making, delivering, and 
evaluating. 
The report should be up to a maximum of 2000 
words if in written form, or the equivalent in 
other forms. 

 

 Issues Investigation – Students undertake an 
investigation of a local, national, and/or global 
issue, culture or environment relating to the 
focus industry. It should be based on one or 
more of the topics studied. The issues 
investigation may be presented in written, oral 
or multimodal form. 

 
The report should be up to a maximum of 2000 

words if in written form, or the equivalent in 
other forms. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Rachel Aldrich    
rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au
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STAGE 2 
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Stage 2: Accounting (20 credits) 
 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 Accounting. 

Subject Summary 

The study of Accounting gives students 
opportunities to learn the practical skills needed to 
manage their own financial affairs and to develop 
an understanding of the ethical considerations 
that affect financial decision-making.  They 
develop an understanding of the successful 
management of financial affairs in business, and 
gain knowledge and skills related to accounting 
processes for organisational and business 
applications. Students also learn how to interpret 
financial information and how to convey this 
information to interested users. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students study the following three sections: 

 Section 1: The Environment of Accounting 

 Section 2: Financial Accounting 

 Section 3: Management Accounting. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 50% 

 Report – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Biology (20 credits)

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion for the semester’s work 
and examination of at least 1 semester of Stage 1 
Biology, Physics or Chemistry. 

Subject Summary 

In Biology students learn about the cellular and 
overall structures and functions of a range of 
organisms.  They have the opportunity to engage 
with the work of biologists and to join and initiate 
debates about how biology impacts on their lives, 
on society, and on the environment. 
 
Students design and conduct biological 
investigations and gather evidence from their 
investigations.  As they explore a range of 
biology-related issues, students recognise that the 
body of biological knowledge is constantly 
changing and increasing through the applications 
of new ideas and technologies. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

 

 

Content 

Stage 2 Biology is organised around the following 
four themes: 

 Macromolecules 

 Cells 

 Organisms 

 Ecosystems. 
 
Each theme is divided into the following six 
threads: 

 Organisation 

 Selectivity 

 Energy Flow 

 Perpetuation 

 Evolution 

 Human Awareness 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio – 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 
 

 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone    
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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 Stage 2: Business and Enterprise (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Business & 
Enterprise, or other language-rich subject. 

Subject Summary 

Business and Enterprise focuses on learning 
about the successful management of business 
and enterprise issues in personal, business, and 
social contexts, locally, nationally, and globally. 
 
Students gain an understanding of business 
operations and practice, develop an awareness of 
business, financial, and technological skills, 
participate in planning, developing, and controlling 
business activities, and evaluate decisions on 
business practices. They have the opportunity to 
reflect on current issues in business and 
enterprise, and make informed decisions.  
Students evaluate the impact and effect of 
business, enterprises, and technology on the well-
being and lifestyle of individuals, communities, the 
economy, and the environment. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, and learning. 

Content 

Students will cover the Core Topic plus TWO 
Option topics: 
Core Topic: The Business Environment 

 Business in Australia 

 The Nature and  Structure of business 

 The Business Enterprise 

 
Option topics (TWO of the following): 

 People Business and Work 

 Business and the Global Environment 

 Business and Finance 

 Business, Law and Government 

 Business and Marketing 

 Business Research Task/Practical 
Application 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment (70%): 

 Folio 30% 

 Practical 20% 

 Issues Study 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigative Report – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 

 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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 Stage 2: Chemistry (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of two semester’s work 
and the examinations of Stage 1 Chemistry. 

Subject Summary 

It is assumed that students undertaking this 
subject will be able to: 

 communicate effectively in both written 
and oral forms 

 comprehend and manipulate simple 
mathematical expressions 

 handle common chemicals and laboratory 
apparatus safely  
 

The study of chemistry includes an overview of 
the matter that makes up materials, and the 
properties, uses, means of production, and 
reactions of these materials.  It also includes a 
critical study of the social and environmental 
impact of materials and chemical processes. 
 
Students consider how human beings make use 
of the earth’s resources and the impact of human 
activities on the environment.  Through practical 
studies students develop investigation skills, and 
an understanding of the physical world that 
enables them to be questioning, reflective, and 
critical thinkers. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

 

Content 

Topics covered: 

 Skills 

 Elemental & Environmental Chemistry 

 Analytical Techniques 

 Using & Controlling Reactions 

 Organic & Biological Chemistry 

 Materials 
 

Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Investigations Folio – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone   
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Classical Studies (20 credits) 
 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 Pre-Studies English, or Stage 1 History. 

Subject Summary 

In Ancient Studies students learn about the 
history, literature, society and culture of ancient 
civilisations, which may include Asia–Australia, 
the Americas, Europe and Western Asia, and the 
classical civilisations of Greece and Rome.  
 
Students draw on many other fields of study 
including architecture, politics, religion and 
geography. The study of Ancient Studies and 
Classical Studies enables students to consider 
environmental, social, economic, religious, 
cultural, and aesthetic factors that shape societies 
and provide personal and shared identity.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, communication, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 2 Classical Studies consists of the following 
sections: 
Section A: Literature  
Section B: Society, Culture, and History  
Section C: Special Study 
 
Students study three topics from Sections A and 
B.  At least one topic must be taken from Section 
A and at least one topic must be taken from 
Section B.  The remaining topic can be taken from 
either Section A or Section B. 
 

 
Section A: Literature 
Students undertake a focus study of at least one 
of the following topics: 

 Topic 1: Greek Epic 

 Topic 2: Greek Drama 

 Topic 3: Roman Poetry. 
 
Section B: Society, Culture, and History 
Students undertake a focus study of at least one 
of the following topics: 

 Topic 4: Greek Society, Fifth Century BC 

 Topic 5: Greek History, 500–479 BC 

 Topic 6: Roman History, 70–28 BC 

 Topic 7: Greek Religion 

 Topic 8: Greek and Roman Material 
Culture, Seventh Century BC to Second 
Century AD. 

 
Section C: Special Study 
Students undertake a research essay in an area 
of specialty or interest.  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 30% 

 Essays – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Special Study (2000 word essay) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Communication Products I (Web Design) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Year 10 or Stage 1 Web 
Design or Year 10 or Stage 1 Information 
Technology is recommended. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Web Design students 
develop the ability to identify, create, initiate, and 
develop products and processes.  Students learn 
to use tools, materials, and systems safely and 
competently to complete a product.  They explore 
technologies in both contemporary and historical 
settings, and analyse the impacts of technology, 
including social, environmental, and sustainable 
consequences. 
 
Web Design is a subject based upon the focus 
area of Communication Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Communication Products – students use symbols, 
signs, behaviour, speech, images, sound, or other 
data to design and make products that 
communicate information. Students demonstrate 
knowledge and skills associated with using 
manipulation of communication media, both 
manual and digital. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Folio (see below)– 30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Folio  
Students complete a Folio that contains 
documentation of their investigation and planning 
for their product, process, or system.  
 
The Folio consists of two parts: 
Part 1: Product Design (Documentation and 
Analysis) 
Part 2: Product Evaluation 
 
Product Design (Documentation and Analysis) 
Students document investigation and planning 
skills. When documenting their investigation skills 
in Part 1, students include a report on the impact 
of technological practices related to their product, 
on individuals, society and/or the environment.   
 
Product Evaluation  
Students provide pieces of evidence that best 
illustrate the key design phases of investigating, 
planning, and evaluation.  
 
Evidence of development, with supporting written 
or oral summaries that explain, analyse, and 
evaluate the process and product could be 
presented in the form of photographic or 
electronic or digitally generated materials, audio 
visual evidence, materials, products, models, 
sketches, diagrams or annotations.  
 
Students should submit their evidence either in an 
A4 folder, or on CD or DVD, or by any other 
electronic means conducive to external 
assessment. 
 
The Folio is double marked, firstly by the student’s 
teacher and secondly by an external assessor 
appointed by the SACE Board. The teacher and 
the external assessor make a decision about the 
quality of the Folio with reference to performance 
standards. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter     
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Communication Products II (Photography) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Photography. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Photography students 
develop the ability to identify, create, initiate and 
develop photographic products and processes.  
Students learn to use tools, materials, and 
systems safely and competently to complete a 
product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
 
Photography is a subject based upon the focus 
area of Communication Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work and learning. 

Content 

Communication Products – students use symbols, 
signs, behaviour, speech, images, sound, or other 
data to design and make products that 
communicate information. Students demonstrate 
knowledge and skills associated with using 
manipulation of communication media, both 
manual and digital. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Folio (see below)– 30% 
 
Folio  
Students complete a Folio that contains 
documentation of their investigation and planning 
for their product, process, or system.  
 
 
 

 
The Folio consists of two parts: 
Part 1: Product Design (Documentation and 
Analysis) 
Part 2: Product Evaluation 
 
Product Design (Documentation and Analysis) 
Students document investigation and planning 
skills. When documenting their investigation skills 
in Part 1, students include a report on the impact 
of technological practices related to their product, 
on individuals, society and/or the environment.   
 
Product Evaluation  
Students provide pieces of work that best illustrate 
the key design phases of investigating, planning, 
and evaluation. The evidence should include up to 
a maximum of 2000 words or 12 minutes of 
recorded oral explanation, analysis, and valuation. 
 
Evidence of development, with supporting written 
or oral summaries that explain, analyse, and 
evaluate the photographic processes and 
products is required. They could be presented in 
the form of photographic or electronic or digitally 
generated materials, audio visual evidence, 
materials, products, models, sketches, diagrams 
or annotations.  
 
Students should submit their evidence either in an 
A4 folder, or on CD or DVD, or by any other 
electronic means conducive to external 
assessment. 
 
The Folio is double marked, firstly by the student’s 
teacher and secondly by an external assessor 
appointed by the SACE Board. The teacher and 
the external assessor make a decision about the 
quality of the Folio with reference to performance 
standards 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Community Studies (Work and the Community – Trade 
Maths) (20 credits) 
NB: Community Studies subjects have no TAS status – that is, selecting this subject precludes 
students from achieving an ATAR. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

 Students must be enrolled in a VET course for 
year 12. 

 Students must have the intention of seeking an 
apprenticeship position within a group training 
organization such as Statewide or PEER. 

Subject Summary 

This subject aims to: 

 prepare students for apprenticeship pre- 
employment aptitude tests (these tests are 
completed  without calculators); 

 provide students with a portfolio of work, which 
can be used as skills evidence with 
prospective employers; 

 provide students with the opportunity of two, 
weeklong work experiences (during holidays, 
combined with their VET placements) so as to 
develop experience and contacts within their 
chosen trades. 

Content 

In this subject, students are expected to: 

 negotiate, plan, and make decisions about a 
community activity, and develop challenging 
and achievable goals for the contract of work; 

 identify and apply existing knowledge and 
skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, 
and identify one or more capabilities for 
focused development; 

 work individually and with others; 

 locate, select, organize, and use ideas, 
resources, and information; 

 learn in a range of settings, including the 
school and the wider community; 

 take practical action in the community; 

 seek feedback from the community; 

 present the activity to the community; 

 evaluate and reflect on the completion of the 
contract, the feedback received, and their own 
learning. 

Activities in this area of study are about work, 
either paid or unpaid, and can provide students 
with opportunities for focused development of the 
capabilities for work, communication, and 
learning. 

 
Examples of activities include: 

 working in a part-time job; 

 volunteering/service learning working as a 
member of a community organization; 

 investigating industrial relations issues in the 
workplace;  

 investigating the hours spent by family 
members on unpaid work; 

 investigating how workers feel about their work 
environments. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
100% School-based Assessment distributed 
between the following assessment design criteria: 

 Contract of Work 

 Folio 

 Work Experience Feedback 

 Presentations 

 A course reflection Essay 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant      
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Dance (20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Prior Dance training is necessary in one or more 
genres of Ballet, Contemporary, Jazz, Tap or 
Break Dance techniques.  Successful completion 
of Stage 1 Dance. 
 

Subject Summary 

Dance students participate in the comprehensive 
theoretical study of the history and traditions of 
dance as well as focussing on an in-depth study 
of skills in one dance technique.  The study of 
Dance also emphasises it’s historical and 
contemporary aspects, and requires the students 
to choreograph one dance piece and produce a 
folio based on either their choreography or 
technique study. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship and learning. 
 

Content 

Stage 2 Dance consists of the following three 
areas of study. 

 Skills development 

 Written Response 

 Performance 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment   70% 

 Skills Development (50%) 

 Written Response (20%) 
 
External Assessment   30% 

 Performance – 30% 
 
 
Students should provide evidence of their learning 
through six assessments, including the External 
Assessment Component.  Students undertake: 

 Three practical skills assessments 
(choreography, technique, folio); 

 Two written responses; 

 One dance performance or one 
presentation in an off-stage role. 

 
 
 

 
 
Skills Development 

 Part 1 – Choreography of up to 4 minutes 
that can comprise up to three separate 
dance pieces if the student prefers, for 
example, one 4 minute piece or two 2 
minute pieces, or three 1.20 minute 
pieces (approximately); 

 Part 2 – Technique: Comprising of a 
videotaped technique demonstration. 

 Part 3 – Folio: A process based 
evaluation of either the choreography or 
the technique study.  This may include 
research and investigation into areas 
such as safe dance practices, body 
conditioning, anatomy and kinesiology, 
cross training and injury prevention. 

 
Written Response 
Students research into Dance perspectives – the 
works, practice, and issues from both a historical 
period and a contemporary period.  Students 
analyse, interpret and give informed opinions on 
the focus of their research.  Students undertake 
two written responses in which they answer 
research or critical review questions.  Each written 
response should be a maximum of 1,000 words. 
 
 
Performance 
Students are assessed on one of the following:  A 
dance performance; a choreographic work; a 
prescription of one or more off stage roles.  Dance 
performers are assessed in a group production, 
with time on stage of approximately 15 minutes.  
All performers must be seen in a solo, duo, or trio 
capacity for at least 1 minute consecutively.  This 
may occur in group choreography.  Students who 
are assessed in choreography or one or more off 
stage roles must conduct a presentation of 10 to 
15 minutes following the performance.  A 
documentation folio of backup material must be 
submitted before assessment, as supporting 
evidence.  This documentation folio itself is not 
assessed. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Drama (20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

The successful completion of Stage 1 Drama is 
recommended. An audition is required of students 
who have not completed Stage 1 Drama. 

Subject Summary 

In Drama students participate in the planning, 
rehearsal, and performance of dramatic work. 
Students participate in creative problem solving; 
they generate, analyse, and evaluate ideas. They 
develop personal interpretations of texts.  
Students develop their curiosity and imagination, 
creativity, individuality, self-identity, self-esteem 
and confidence. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development and learning. 

Content 

Stage 2 Drama consists of the following four 
areas of study. 

 Analysis and Creative Interpretation 

 Review and Reflection 

 Interpretative Study 

 Presentation of Dramatic Works 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Group Presentation – 20% 

 Folio – 30% 

 Interpretative Study – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Performance – 30% 
 
Performance 
Students are involved in either: 

 a group performance or presentation, or  

 an individual performance or presentation. 
 
Group Performance or Presentation 
Each student is assessed on either a focused 
performance (on-stage role) or a presentation (off-
stage role).  On-stage performers should present 
a focused performance of between 10 and 15 
minutes.  Students who work off-stage should 
spend up to 15 minutes presenting evidence  

 
relevant to their specific off-stage role. 
 
Students must not duplicate work undertaken in 
other areas of the subject.  However, the work 
may be an extension of the ideas, genres, styles 
and/or influences explored in assessment types 1, 
2, or 3. 
 
Student’s involvement in the group performance 
or presentation may be in one or more of the 
following areas: 

 Acting 

 Design (set, costume, make-up, lighting, 
sound, publicity and promotions) 

 Dramaturgy 

 Front-of-house 

 Multimedia/Film and video 

 Stage management. 
or 
 
Individual Performance or Presentation 
Students present a performance or presentation 
of up to 15 minutes, in whatever practitioner role 
they have chosen, which demonstrates their 
application of the knowledge and skills they have 
acquired through their area of study.  
 
The focus of performance or presentation could 
take inspiration from a range of influences such as 
a poem, novel, song, piece of music, ritual, play 
text, genre, or style of theatre or from dramatic 
practitioner(s).  Students are encouraged to 
consider ways of making their performance or 
presentation dramatic in nature.  The performance 
or presentation can take many forms including 
audio, songs, music, pod casts, film/video, live 
performance, Power Point presentation, 
photographs, sketches, diagrams, displays, 
staged readings, collages, DVDs, CD-ROMS, 
written formats or a combination of these formats. 
The presentation will include an analysis and 
discussion of the process the student has 
undergone to reach the outcome. 
 
Students may use any medium (or combination of 
media) in their presentation. Students should 
ensure that their project sits firmly within the 
scope of the dramatic arts and does not overlap 
with other areas such as dance, music, or art.
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Student’s involvement in the individual 
performance or presentation may be in one or 
more of the following areas: 

 Acting 

 Design (set, costume, make-up, lighting, 
sound, publicity and promotions) 

 Dramaturgy 

 Front-of-house 

 Multimedia/Film and video 

 Stage management. 

 Scriptwriting 

 Directing*. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford   
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Economics (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Economics or 
other language-rich subject. 

Subject Summary 

Studying economics enables students to 
understand how an economy operates, the 
structure of economic systems, and the way in 
which they function.  Students develop an 
understanding of different economic systems and 
institutions, and can assess the degree to which 
these systems and institutions help satisfy 
people’s needs and wants.  Students become 
aware that economic decisions are not value free 
and have outcomes that may be inconsistent with 
social, moral, and ethical values. 
 
Students research, analyse, evaluate, and apply 
economic models that are expressed in graphical 
and/or diagrammatic form.  They make forecasts 
about economic change and evaluate issues for 
individuals and groups in local, national, and 
global settings. They learn how some of these 
issues affect their lives and how they can use the 
knowledge and skills of economics to inform their 
participation in society. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, and learning. 

 

 

Content 

Stage 2 Economics consists of skills in economics 
developed in the following five key areas of study: 

 Key Area 1: The Economic Problem 

 Key Area 2: Microeconomics 

 Key Area 3: Macroeconomics 

 Key Area 4: Globalisation 

 Key Area 5: Poverty and Inequality. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 30% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: English Communications (20 credits) 
Note: Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject can count the credits towards the 
literacy requirement of the SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject result of at least a ‘C’ grade in Stage 1 
Pre-Communications or Pre-Studies English. 

Subject Summary 

English Communications focuses on the 
development of English skills, and in particular the 
communication process.  Students learn to 
recognise the conventions of different text types 
and contexts.  They consider the role of language in 
communications between individuals, groups and 
organisations.  By reading, writing, viewing, listening 
and speaking, and through the use of information 
and communication technologies, students develop 
literacy skills in a broad range of contexts. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students undertake tasks within the following: 

 Text Study 

 Text Production Study 

 Communication Study (consists of two parts) 
1. Analysis and comparison of one of the 

following categories of communication: 
 Mass-media Communication  
 Personal Communication  
 Business Communication 
 Computer-mediated 

Communication 
 Advertising 

 
 

2. Completion of a practical application 
involving the development of a product, 
reflection on the process of development, 
and the findings reached by the student.  
Students select one of the following 
applications: 

 Film-making 
 Interacting 
 Investigating 
 Language 
 Multimedia web authoring 
 Oral language 
 Workplace writing  
 Writing for publication. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Text Analysis – 20% 

 Text Production – 20% 

 Communication Study – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Folio (see below) – 30% 
 
Folio 
Students complete a Folio containing work from 
both: 

 Part 1: Response to an example of 
communication 

 Part 2: Text production with writer’s 
statement. 

 
Part 1: Response to an example of 
communication 
Students write a commentary on an example of 
communication.  This could be a short story, 
novel, poem, or film; or a text used to 
communicate an idea or information such as a 
transcript of a speech, or a letter. 
 
Part 2: Text production with writer’s statement  
Students compose a piece of written text and a 
writer’s statement that outlines their intentions and 
reflection of the process used to produce it.  
 
The text production piece can be creative (e.g. a 
narrative or expository piece) or functional (e.g. 
writing for a technical journal). 
 
The total length of the writing in the Folio is up to 
a maximum of 2000 words. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: English Studies (20 credits) 
Note: Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject can count the credits towards the 
literacy requirement of the SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject score of at least a ‘B’ in Stage 1 Pre-
Studies English. Performance in end of semester 
exams from Stage One English will also 
determine promotion to Stage 2 English Studies. 

Subject Summary 

English focuses on the development of English 
skills, strategies, knowledge and understandings, 
for a variety of purposes.  
 
In English Studies students read a range of 
extended texts and a number of shorter texts. 
They read texts analytically from a range of 
contexts, including those from the past, 
contemporary texts, and those from everyday 
experience.  Students focus on the skills and 
strategies of critical thinking needed to interpret 
texts. Through a shared and individual study of texts, 
they have opportunities to exchange and develop 
ideas, find evidence to support a personal view, and 
learn to construct logical and convincing arguments.  
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Students undertake tasks within the following: 

 Text Study 

 Text Production Study 
 
Text Study 
The text study comprises four shared studies and 
an individual study. 
 
Shared Studies consist of a: 

 study of two single texts 

 study of paired texts 

 study of poetry 

 critical reading study of short texts. 
 

 
Among the texts chosen for the four shared 
studies there must be: 

 one film text 

 at least one extended prose text 

 at least one written drama text 

 at least 1000 lines of poetry 

 a range of short texts for the critical 
reading study. 

 
Individual Study (consists of two parts) 

 critical essay 

 collection of supporting material 
 
The individual study provides scope for the 
development of student interest outside the texts 
studied as a class. It is undertaken independently. 
 
Text Production Study 
Students compose texts, both written and oral 
covering a range of text types.  They should be 
given the opportunity to explore a range of forms 
(e.g. narrative, persuasive, expository, and 
descriptive) to enable them to model their own 
text production.  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Shared Studies – 30% 

 Individual Study – 20% 

 Text Production – 20% 
 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: English as a Second Language (20 credits) 
Note: Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject can count the credits towards the 
literacy requirement of the SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject result of at least a ‘C’ grade in Stage 1 
ESL. 

Subject Summary 

English as a Second Language is designed for 
students for whom English is an additional 
language or dialect. 
  
The focus capabilities for these subjects are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning.  

Content 

In Stage 2 English as a Second Language, 
students develop their confidence and 
competence as users of English, developing skills 
as critical viewers, listeners, speakers, readers, 
and writers.  
 
Students undertake tasks within the following 
areas of study:  

 Communication Study  

 Text Production Study  

 Interaction Study  

 Investigative Study  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Communication Study – 20% 

 Text Production – 30% 

 Language Application – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigation(see below) – 30% 
 
Investigation  
Students investigate a contemporary issue of their 
choice. The investigation comprises:  

 A written research report of up to a 
maximum of 900 words  

 An oral reflection of the process and 
findings of the investigation of a maximum 
of 6 minutes.  

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 2: English as Second Language Studies (20 credits) 
Note: Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject can count the credits towards the 
literacy requirement of the SACE. 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject result of at least a ‘B’ grade in Stage 1 
ESL. Performance in the end of year exam in 
Stage 1 ESL will also determine promotion to 
Stage 2 English as Second Language Studies. 
 

Subject Summary 

English as Second Language Studies is designed 
for students for whom English is an additional 
language or dialect. 
 
The focus capabilities for these subjects are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning.  

Content 

Students examine and analyse texts that they use 
and respond to in an English-speaking 
environment for social and academic purposes. 
They work independently and collaboratively, to 
solve problems by using contextual clues to 
predict and confirm the meaning of a text. They 
learn when and how to use a strategy such as 
asking questions to monitor their understanding of 
texts.  
 
Students undertake tasks within the following 
areas of study:  

 Issue Analysis 

 Text Production  

 Investigative Study: 
- 200 word abstract 
- 1000 word task detailing the 
investigation findings (report or essay 
form) 
- 10 minute tutorial which involves 
presenting an overview of the 
investigation and leading a small group 
discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
School-based Assessment: 

 Issues Analysis – 20% 

 Text Production – 20% 

 Investigation – 30% 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: English Pathways I (20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 English as well 
as discussion with Head of English or Stage 2 
Pathways teacher regarding choice of 
independent study focus for Stage 2. 

Subject Summary 

Stage 2 English Pathways allows students to 
achieve the literacy requirement in the SACE. 
Students who complete 20 credits of Stage 2 
English Pathways with a C grade or better will 
meet the literacy requirement of the SACE. 
 
The study of English provides students with a 
focus for informed and effective participation in 
education, training, the workplace and their 
personal environment.  Stage 2 English Pathways 
provides the opportunity for teachers and schools 
to develop programs that suit the local needs of 
students.  It articulates with the Stage 1 English 
Pathways subject. 
 
In Stage 2 English Pathways, students read, view, 
listen, speak, compose, and use information and 
communication technologies to reflect on ways in 
which language is used in different social and 
cultural situations.  By examining texts created in 
a range of modes and by making their own texts, 
students develop skills that allow them to 
understand, communicate, and create meaning. 
Students learn how to engage with texts and use 
language skills to interact and work effectively 
with other people, and to solve problems. 
 
The focus capabilities of this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

Content 

Students are required to read and respond to 
texts as well as produce texts. 
 
Decisions regarding the specific content should be 
centred on the ways in which individual students 
or groups of students establish and maintain 
effective connections and interactions with people 
in different contexts. 
 
Reading and Responding to Text Study 
Students reflect critically on the ways in which 
texts are created for specific purposes and 
audiences.  Texts selected for study have a direct 
connection with people and experiences in  

 
vocational, cultural, and/or social contexts. 
Students develop and express opinions and 
perspectives in written and oral or multimodal 
form. 
 
It is recommended that students read and 
respond to at least two of the following text types: 

 an extended prose, verse, or electronic 
text (e.g. a novel, a graphic novel, a 
collection of short stories, a biography, an 
instructional manual) 

 a visual/media text (e.g. a web page, a 
film, a documentary, a training text) 

 a creative/aesthetic text (e.g. poetry, song 
lyrics, a dramatic performance). 

 
Text Production Study 
Through reading and responding to texts, 
students recognise the influence of language and 
textual conventions on the ways in which readers 
understand and respond to texts. Students learn 
that authors observe various conventions of style, 
content, vocabulary, register, and format.  
Students should be conscious of the stylistic 
features and textual conventions that characterise 
various forms, and should demonstrate some 
control over these features and conventions in 
their own text production. 
 
Students are likely to benefit from modelling their 
own texts on examples of good practice in the 
same form. This study allows students to develop 
control over self-editing and drafting processes. 
 
Language Study 
Students identify a purpose and context that 
arises out of their interaction with a group of 
people in a vocational, cultural, or social context.  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Text Analysis – 35% 

 Text Production – 35% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Language Study (max. 2000 words) – 
30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: English Pathways II (Literacy and Communication)  

(20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Literacy for 
Work and Community Life. 

Subject Summary 

Stage 2 English Pathways allows students to 
achieve the literacy requirement in the SACE. 
Students who complete 20 credits of Stage 2 
English Pathways with a C grade or better will 
meet the literacy requirement of the SACE. 
 
In Stage 2 English Pathways (Literacy and 
Communication) students enhance their ability to 
understand, analyse, critically respond to, and 
create written, oral, visual and multi-modal 
communications. Students develop knowledge, 
understanding, critical thinking and independent 
judgement of local, national, regional and global 
levels.  
 
Two topics provide focus and scope for study: the 
language features of Social Media and Social 
Justice. Through these topics, students develop 
an understanding of the function and power of 
language, and how communication and critical 
literacy can enable and empower individuals to 
engage in constructive social interactions. 
 
The focus capabilities of this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

Content 

Students are required to read and respond to 
texts as well as produce texts. Decisions 
regarding the specific content are centred on the 
ways in which individual students or groups of 
students establish and maintain effective 
connections and interactions with people in 
different contexts. 
 
Text Analysis 
Students reflect critically on the ways in which 
texts are created for specific purposes and 
audiences.  Texts selected for study have a direct 
connection with people and experiences in 
vocational, cultural, and/or social contexts. 
  
 
 

 
Students develop and express opinions and 
perspectives in written and oral or multimodal 
form. 
 
Students read and respond to:  

 a visual text/film (e.g. Water or Goodbye 
Bafana); 

 an advertising campaign for an event or 
organisation; 

 a social media network. 
 
Text Production  
Through reading and responding to texts, 
students recognise the influence of language and 
textual conventions on the ways in which readers 
understand and respond to texts.  
 
Students create texts that demonstrates their 
ability to utilise stylistic features and textual 
conventions in order to explore a range of ideas.  
Text production tasks that allow students to 
develop control over self-editing and drafting 
processes include: 

 a persuasive text: e.g. Breaking Down 
Barriers to Social Justice; 

 a text to entertain: e.g. digital text 
(imaginative and creative); 

 an informative text: e.g. school blog entry. 
Students are likely to benefit from modelling their 
own texts on examples of good practice in the 
same form. 
 
Language Study 
Students identify a purpose and context that 
arises out of their interaction with a group of 
people in a vocational, cultural, or social context.  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Text Analysis – 30% 

 Text Production – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Language Study (max. 2000 words) – 
30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian    
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Food and Hospitality (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

In Food and Hospitality, students focus on the 
dynamic nature of the food and hospitality industry 
in Australian society. They develop an 
understanding of contemporary approaches and 
issues related to food and hospitality.  
 
Students work independently and collaboratively 
to achieve common goals. They develop skills and 
safe work practices in the preparation, storage 
and handling of food, complying with current 
health and safety legislation. Students investigate 
and debate contemporary food and hospitality 
issues and current management practices. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, learning and work. 

Content 

Students focus on the impact of the food and 
hospitality industry on Australian society and 
examine the contemporary and changing nature 
of the industry.  Students develop relevant 
knowledge and skills as consumers and/or as 
industry workers. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students study topics within the following five 
areas of study: 
 

 Contemporary and Future Issues   

 Economic and Environmental Influences 

 Political and Legal Influences 

 Socio-cultural Influences 

 Technological Influences. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical Activity – 50% 

 Group Activity – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigation (max. 2000 words) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston 
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Geography (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 Geography or other language-rich 
subject. 

Subject Summary 

The discipline of geography deals with 
environmental phenomena and human activities 
as diverse as natural hazards, landforms, tourism, 
economic development, agriculture, and urban 
planning. 
 
Through the study of Geography, students 
develop an understanding of the spatial 
interrelationships of people, places, and 
environments.  They develop an understanding of 
how people interact with environments differently 
in different places and at different times, and of 
the opportunities, challenges, and constraints of 
different locations. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, learning, and work. 

Content 

Stage 2 Geography consists of: 

 a compulsory core topic  

 two option topics from a choice of 12 
 
Core Topic: Population, Resources, and 
Development 
Students are introduced to the processes involved 
in population change and become aware of the 
impacts of population and consumption on the 
environment. 
 
 

 
 
 
Option Topics 
Students must study issues related to two of the 
following options topics: 

 Option Topic 1: Urbanisation 

 Option Topic 2: Rural Places 

 Option Topic 3: Tourism 

 Option Topic 4: Sources and Use of 
Energy  

 Option Topic 5: Coasts 

 Option Topic 6: Biodiversity  

 Option Topic 7: Climate Change  

 Option Topic 8: Soils 

 Option Topic 9: Environmental Hazards  

 Option Topic 10: Globalisation  

 Option Topic 11: Drylands 

 Option Topic 12: Negotiated Topic. 
 
The option topics are assessed through fieldwork 
activities and inquiries. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Fieldwork – 25% 

 Inquiry – 20% 

 Folio – 25% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Health (20 credits) 
Note: This subject will be available from 2016 onwards

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Health and/or 
Stage 1 Integrated Learning (HPE) and/or Stage 1 
PE 

Subject Summary 

Students focus on the health and well-being of 
individuals, communities and societies in the 
environments they share. Students develop ideas 
that take a holistic approach to their health, 
recognising various factors that shape the 
behaviour and attitudes of individuals and groups 
in relation to healthy living and caring for 
themselves. Students develop skills in health 
literacy particularly in aspects of physical, 
emotional, social, cognitive and spiritual 
dimensions to promote the health and well-being 
of all people. Finally students examine the 
interrelationship of lifestyle, physical activity and 
social behaviour, health care and health care 
systems. 

Content 

Students are expected to develop and 
demonstrate learning in 

1. Critical understanding of influences on 
personal and community health and well-
being 

2. Investigate and critique the roles and 
responsibilities of individuals, 
communities and governments in 
addressing health and well-being issues 
and priorities 

3. Critically analyse current trends and 
issues affecting health statuses of 
individuals and communities in Australia 
and globally and the role of education in 
promoting and enhancing health 
outcomes 

4. Demonstrate participation, interpersonal, 
practical and group skills as applied to an 
area related to health 

5. Initiate and evaluate personal and social 
actions to promote improved health 
outcomes for individuals and communities 

6. Demonstrate critical understanding of and 
apply health literacy skills (ability to read, 
listen to, understand, critique, and make 
informed decisions about health care 
information and advice) 
 

 

 
For a 20-credit subject, it is recommended that 
students: 

 Study at least one core concept 

 Undertake three option studies 
Concepts may include; Health Literacy, the Social 
and Economic Determinants of Health, Health 
Promotion in the Community, Health and 
Environment, Sexuality and Health, Health and 
Relationships, Risks and Challenges to health, 
Stress and Health, Vocational Studies and 
Applications in Health 
 
Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment 70%: 

 Group Investigation and Presentation – 
30% 

 Issues Analysis– 20% 

 Practical Activity – 20% 
 
External Assessment 30%: 

 Investigation – 30% 
 

Contact teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston      
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Information Processing & Publishing (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Information Processing and Publishing focuses on 
the application of practical skills to provide 
creative solutions to text-based communication 
tasks.  Students create both hard copy and 
electronic text-based publications, and evaluate 
the development process.  They use technology 
to design and implement information processing 
solutions, and identify, choose, and use the 
appropriate computer hardware and software to 
process, manage and communicate information in 
a range of contexts. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and learning. 

Content 

Stage 2 Information Processing and Publishing 
consists of the focus areas listed below. 

 Desktop Publishing 

 Personal Documents  
 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical Skills – 40% 

 Issues Analysis – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Product and Documentation (see below) – 
30% 

 
Product and Documentation 
Students complete one Product and 
Documentation task, for an identified audience. 
Students use the four parts of the designing 
process: investigating, devising, producing, and 
evaluating to document the product. 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Information Technology (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Information 
Technology. 

Subject Summary 

Students investigate existing information 
technology systems to discover their nature and 
components.  They develop a range of information 
technology skills and techniques while creating 
their own systems that can be tested and 
evaluated. They develop and apply specialised 
skills and techniques in the use of software in a 
number of information technology areas. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, learning, communication and work. 

Content 

Stage 2 Information Technology consists of two 
core topics and five option topics, from which two 
are chosen for study: 
 
Core Topics 

 Topic 1: Information Systems 

 Topic 2: Computer Systems. 
 
 
Option Topics  

 Topic 1: Relational Databases 

 Topic 2: Application Programming 

 Topic 3: Multimedia Programming 

 Topic 4: Website Programming 

 Topic 5: Dynamic Websites. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 20% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Project – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter    
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 134 

 

Stage 2: Integrated Learning (Food & Hospitality) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

Integrated Learning requires students to apply 
their knowledge and skills to a real-world task, 
event, learning opportunity, or context, which 
leads to a specific purpose, product, or outcome.  
The subject draws links between aspects of 
students’ lives and their learning and is 
undertaken by a group of students, or a student or 
students involved in a community group. 
 
Integrated Learning facilitates collaboration and 
teamwork.  Students learn to plan and organise 
activities, and to develop their understanding of, 
and empathy with, others. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are work 
and learning. 

Content 

Students undertake three key areas of study.  

 Employability skills & knowledge 

 Learning & applying knowledge 

 Assessing, organising & using information 
 
Key Areas of Study: 

 Developing the Capability for Work 

 Developing the Capability for Learning 
 

The key areas are developed and applied through 
a practical study. Examples include: 
 
 
 

 
Key Area of Study Example program focus 

Learning Folio – On being a Chef. 
Group Function 

Work Practical application of skills 
in Food & Hospitality. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical – 30% 

 Group Activity – 20% 

 Folio and Discussion – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Project (see below) – 30% 
 
Project 
Students select an aspect of personal interest 
from the Integrated Learning program for their 
focused development. 
 
The project can be presented in the form of an 
exhibition, video of a dramatic presentation, 
model, written report or review, website, film, 
multimodal presentation, or photographic essay. 
 
The project should be a maximum of 2000 words 
if in written format, or a maximum of 12 minutes 
for an individual oral or other multimodal 
presentation. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston    
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Integrated Learning (Fitness, Health & Physical Activity)          
(20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least one semester of 
Stage 1 Physical Education. 

Subject Summary 

Integrated Learning draws links between students’ 
learning in Health and Physical Education and 
aspects their lives. Students apply their 
knowledge and skills from Physical Education to 
real-world tasks.  

Content 

Integrated Learning (HPE) is a focused study that 
has a purpose, product and outcome. The 
program focus is Health and Physical Education. 
Students undertake two key areas of study.   
 
Key Areas of Study: 

 Developing the Capability for Learning;  
Developing and applying learning in 
accessing, organising and using information. 
Thinking and inquiring critically and 
reflectively, learning and applying knowledge 
and skills learnt in a HPE context to real-world 
contexts. 

 

 Developing the Capability for Personal 
Development; developing purpose, direction 
and decision-making for the present and the 
future. Understanding physical and mental 
health, reviewing and planning personal 
goals, developing a sense of personal identity 
using a HPE context linked to real-world 
situations. 

 
The key areas are developed and applied through 
theoretical concepts and practical application. For 
example students participate in Practical activities 
to develop skills in addressing real problems or 
challenges through sporting contexts of Volleyball, 
Netball and Aquatic Activities.   
 
 

 
 
A Group Task (sport or activity) of personal choice 
exists to facilitate collaborative learning. Through 
collaboration and teamwork, students learn to 
plan and organise activities and to develop their 
understanding of and empathy for others. This 
collaboration supports goals such as active 
learning, conflict resolution and the discovery of 
new ideas in a Physical Education context, with 
links to real-world situations.  
 
An External Project is an aspect of personal 
interest in Health, Fitness and Training (Personal 
Training) where students undertake research, 
planning and development of a program they feel 
passionate about in relation to their own personal 
or community health and fitness needs. The 
project can be presented in the form of an 
exhibition, video of a dramatic presentation, 
model, written report or review, website, film, 
multimodal presentation, or photographic essay. 
 
Finally students develop a Folio and engage in a 
Discussion to demonstrate their significant 
personal learning. Students articulate the depth, 
extend and focus of the learning that has taken 
place for them during this course.  

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical – 30% 

 Group Activity – 20% 

 Folio and Discussion – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Project  – 30% 
 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston   
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Italian (Continuers Level) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject result of at least a ‘B’ in Stage 1 Italian. 
Performance in end of semester exams for Stage 
1 Italian will also determine promotion to Stage 2 
Italian (continuers level). 

Subject Summary 

The continuers level languages are designed for 
students who have studied the language for 400 
to 500 hours by the time they have completed 
Stage 2, or who have an equivalent level of 
knowledge. 
 
In these languages subjects students interact with 
others to share information, ideas, opinions and 
experiences.  They create texts in the specific 
language to express information, feelings, ideas 
and opinions.  They analyse texts to interpret 
meaning, and examine relationships between 
language, culture and identity, and reflect on the 
ways in which culture influences communication. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and citizenship. 

Content 

Stage 2 Italian at continuers level consists of three 
themes and a number of prescribed topics and 
suggested subtopics. 
 
Themes: 

 The Individual 

 The Italian-speaking Communities 

 The Changing World. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 50% 

 In-depth Study – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination – 30% 
(Oral Examination = 10-15 minutes, 

Written = 3 hours)  

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Japanese (Continuers Level) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

A subject result of at least a ‘B’ in Stage 1 
Japanese. Performance in end of semester 
exams for Stage 1 Japanese will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Japanese (continuers level). 

Subject Summary 

The continuers level languages are designed for 
students who have studied the language for 400 
to 500 hours by the time they have completed 
Stage 2, or who have an equivalent level of 
knowledge. 
 
In these languages subjects students interact with 
others to share information, ideas, opinions and 
experiences.  They create texts in the specific 
language to express information, feelings, ideas 
and opinions.  They analyse texts to interpret 
meaning, and examine relationships between 
language, culture and identity, and reflect on the 
ways in which culture influences communication. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and citizenship. 

Content 

Stage 2 Japanese at continuers level consists of 
three themes and a number of prescribed topics 
and suggested subtopics. 
 
Themes: 

 The Individual 

 The Japanese-speaking Communities 

 The Changing World. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 50% 

 In-depth Study – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination – 30% 
(Oral Examination = 10-15 minutes, Written = 

3 hours)  

Contact Teacher 

Ms Tracey Dorian   
tracey.dorian@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Legal Studies (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 Legal Studies or other language-rich 
subject. 

Subject Summary 

Legal Studies explores Australia’s legal heritage 
and the dynamic nature of the Australian legal 
system within a global context.  Students are 
provided with an understanding of the structures 
of the Australian legal system and how that 
system responds and contributes to social change 
while acknowledging tradition.  
 
The study of Legal Studies provides insight into 
law-making and the processes of dispute 
resolution and the administration of justice.  
Students investigate legal perspectives on 
contemporary issues in society. They reflect on, 
and make informed judgments about, strengths 
and weaknesses of the Australian legal system.  
Students consider how, and to what degree, these 
weaknesses may be remedied. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
citizenship, personal development and learning. 

Content 

Students explore the Australian legal system from 
the local level to its global connections. They 
examine the key concepts of parliamentary 
democracy, constitutional government, and 
participation. 
 

 
At Stage 2 students study the following four 
topics: 

 Topic 1: The Australian Legal System 

 Topic 2: Constitutional Government 

 Topic 3: Law-making 

 Topic 4: Justice Systems. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 50% 

 Inquiry – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 139 

 

Stage 2: Material Products (3D CAD/CAM Plastics) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits)  

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
either Stage 1 Material Products (Furniture 
Construction) OR Stage 1 Material Products (3D 
CAD/CAM Plastics). 
 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of 3D CAD/CAM Plastics 
students develop the ability to identify, create, 
initiate, and develop products, processes, or 
systems.  Students learn to use tools, materials, 
and systems safely and competently to complete a 
product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
 
3D CAD/CAM Plastics is a subject based upon 
the focus area of Material Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work and learning. 

Content 

Material Products – Students use a range of 
manufacturing technologies such as tools, 
machines, and/or systems to convert resistant 
materials into useful products. Students 
demonstrate knowledge and skills associated with 
using systems, and processes and ABS or PLA 
plastics. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
External Assessment: 

 Folio (see below) – 30% 
 
 
 
 

 
Folio  
Students complete a Folio that contains 
documentation of their investigation and planning 
for their product, process, or system.  
 
The Folio consists of two parts: 
Part 1: Product Design (Documentation and 
Analysis) 
Part 2: Product Evaluation 
 
Product Design (Documentation and Analysis) 
Students document investigation and planning 
skills. When documenting their investigation skills 
in Part 1, students include a report on the impact 
of technological practices related to their product, 
on individuals, society and/or the environment.   
 
Product Evaluation  
Students provide a maximum of 12 pieces of 
evidence that best illustrate the key design 
phases of investigating, planning, and evaluation. 
The evidence should include up to a maximum of 
2000 words or 12 minutes of recorded oral 
explanation, analysis, and evaluation. 
 
Evidence of development, with supporting written 
or oral summaries that explain, analyse, and 
evaluate the process and product could be 
presented in the form of photographic, electronic 
or digitally generated materials, audio visual 
evidence, materials, products, models, sketches, 
diagrams or annotations.  
 
Students should submit their evidence either in an 
A4 folder, or on CD or DVD, or by any other 
electronic means conducive to external 
assessment. 
 
The Folio is double marked, firstly by the student’s 
teacher and secondly by an external assessor 
appointed by the SACE Board. The teacher and 
the external assessor make a decision about the 
quality of the Folio with reference to performance 
standards. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Material Products (Furniture Construction) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 Furniture Construction. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Furniture Construction 
students develop the ability to identify, create, 
initiate, and develop products, processes, or 
systems.  Students learn to use tools, materials, 
and systems safely and competently to complete a 
product.  They explore technologies in both 
contemporary and historical settings, and analyse 
the impacts of technology, including social, 
environmental, and sustainable consequences. 
 
Furniture Construction is a subject based upon 
the focus area of Material Products. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Material Products – Students use a range of 
manufacturing technologies such as tools, 
machines, and/or systems to convert resistant 
materials into useful products. Students 
demonstrate knowledge and skills associated with 
using systems, and processes and wood. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 20% 

 Product – 50% 
External Assessment: 

 Folio (see below)– 30% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Folio  
Students complete a Folio that contains 
documentation of their investigation and planning 
for their product, process, or system.  
 
The Folio consists of two parts: 
Part 1: Product Design (Documentation and 
Analysis) 
Part 2: Product Evaluation 
 
Product Design (Documentation and Analysis) 
Students document investigation and planning 
skills. When documenting their investigation skills 
in Part 1, students include a report on the impact 
of technological practices related to their product, 
on individuals, society and/or the environment.   
 
Product Evaluation  
Students provide a maximum of 12 pieces of 
evidence that best illustrate the key design 
phases of investigating, planning, and evaluation. 
The evidence should include up to a maximum of 
2000 words or 12 minutes of recorded oral 
explanation, analysis, and evaluation. 
 
Evidence of development, with supporting written 
or oral summaries that explain, analyse, and 
evaluate the process and product could be 
presented in the form of photographic or 
electronic or digitally generated materials, audio 
visual evidence, materials, products, models, 
sketches, diagrams or annotations.  
 
Students should submit their evidence either in an 
A4 folder, or on CD or DVD, or by any other 
electronic means conducive to external 
assessment. 
 
The Folio is double marked, firstly by the student’s 
teacher and secondly by an external assessor 
appointed by the SACE Board. The teacher and 
the external assessor make a decision about the 
quality of the Folio with reference to performance 
standards. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Scott Smelter   
scott.smelter@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Mathematical Applications (20 credits) 
Note: Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit numeracy 
requirement.  

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of 2 semesters of Stage 1 
Mathematical Applications (a B grade or better) or 
Stage 1 Mathematical Studies.  Performance in 
end of semester examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Mathematical Applications. 

Subject Summary 

Stage 2 Mathematical Applications enables 
students to appreciate, experience and 
understand mathematics as a growing body of 
knowledge in contemporary situations. It gives 
relevance and meaning to their world and the 
world of enterprise. The subject provides 
opportunities for students to experience and learn 
the mathematical processes associated with 
investigating, modelling and solving problems 
drawn from real or realistic contexts. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

Content 

Stage 2 Mathematical Applications is divided into 
seven topics. 
 
Students study four of the topics listed below (two 
topics in each semester): 
Topic 1: Applied Geometry 
Topic 2: Investment and Loans 
Topic 3: Mathematics and Small Business 
Topic 4: Matrices 
Topic 5: Optimisation 
Topic 6: Share Investments 
Topic 7: Statistics and Working with Data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In order to accommodate the external examination 
at the end of each semester, schools select two 
topics from those listed under semester 1, and 
two different topics from those listed under 
semester 2 in the table below.   
 

Semester 1 

Topic 2: Investment and Loans 

Topic 4: Matrices 

Topic 5: Optimisation 

Topic 6: Share Investments 

Topic 7: Statistics and Working with Data 

 

Semester 2 

Topic 1: Applied Geometry 

Topic 2: Investment and Loans 

Topic 3: Mathematics and Small Business 

Topic 6: Share Investments 

Topic 7: Statistics and Working with Data 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Folio – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examinations (2 x 1½ hours held at the 
end of each semester) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant     
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Mathematical Methods (20 credits) 
Note: Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit numeracy 
requirement.  

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (a C grade or better) of 3 
semesters of Stage 1 Mathematical Studies or 
Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics.  Performance in 
end of semester examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Mathematical Methods. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Mathematical Methods 
students participate in a wide variety of problem-
solving activities, they express and interpret 
mathematical ideas, and use appropriate 
instruments, technology, and networks to access 
information, process ideas, and communicate 
results. 
 
Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement of the 
SACE. Students who achieve a C grade or 
better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-
credit numeracy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Content 

Stage 2 Mathematical Methods consists of the 
following four topics: 

 Topic 1: Working with Statistics 

 Topic 2: Algebraic Models from Data — 
Working from Observation 

 Topic 3: Calculus — Describing Change 

 Topic 4: Linear Models — Managing 
Resources. 

 
Each topic consists of a number of subtopics, 
which are presented as key questions and ideas. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 45% 

 Folio – 25% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant     
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Mathematical Studies (20 credits) 
Note: Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit numeracy 
requirement.  

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (a C grade or better) of 3 
semesters of Stage 1 Mathematical Studies or 
Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics.  Performance in 
end of semester examinations will also determine 
promotion to Stage 2 Mathematical Studies. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of Mathematical Studies 
students explore, describe and explain aspects of 
the world around them in a mathematical way.  
Students understand fundamental concepts, 
demonstrate mathematical skills, and apply 
routine mathematical procedures, making 
informed and critical use of electronic technology.   
 
Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to 
achieve the numeracy requirement of the 
SACE. Students who achieve a C grade or 
better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-
credit numeracy requirement. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

 

 

 

Content 

Stage 2 Mathematical Studies consists of the 
following three topics: 

 Topic 1: Working with Statistics  

 Topic 2: Working with Functions and 
Graphs Using Calculus 

 Topic 3: Working with Linear Equations 
and Matrices. 

 
Each topic consists of a number of subtopics, 
which are presented as key questions and ideas. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 45% 

 Folio – 25% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant      
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Modern History (20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least 1 semester of 
Stage 1 History or Stage 1 Pre-Studies English. 

Subject Summary 

The study of history gives students the opportunity 
to make sense of a complex and rapidly changing 
world by connecting past and present.  Through 
the study of past events, actions, and phenomena 
students gain an insight into human nature and 
the ways in which individuals and societies 
function.  Students research and review sources 
within a framework of inquiry and critical analysis. 
 
The focus capabilities for these subjects are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, learning, and work. 

Content 

Students study: 

 one topic from a choice of six thematic 
studies 

 one topic from a choice of five depth 
studies 

 an individual history essay 
 
Thematic Study  
Topics: 

 Pain and Gain: Modernisation and Society 
since c. 1500. 

 Intruders and Registers: Imperialism and 
its Impact since c 1500. 

 Revolutions and Turmoil: Social and 
Political Upheavals since c. 1500. 

 A Sense of Belonging: Groups and 
Nations since c. 1500. 

 The Captives, the Unwanted, and the 
Seekers: Forced and Free Migration since 
c. 1500. 

 Slaves, Serfs, and Emancipation: Forced 
Labour since c. 1500.Depth Study 

 

 
 
Depth Study  
Topics: 

 Public and Private Lives: A Social and 
Political History of Women since c. 1750. 

 The War to End all Wars: The First World 
War and its Consequences, c.1870–1929. 

 An Age of Catastrophes: Depression, 
Dictators, and the Second World War, c. 
1929–45. 

 Post-war Rivalries and Mentalities: 
Superpowers and Social Change since c. 
1945. 

 Persecution and Hope: Power and 
Powerlessness in Society since c. 1500. 

 
Individual History Essay 
Students choose a key area for inquiry from one 
of eleven topics. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 50% 

 Essay – 20% 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Music 
 
 
Stage 2 Music can be an extremely rewarding and 
worthwhile experience. Music is an art form that 
connects with all of us individually and can be 
explored and investigated in many different ways; 
ways to promote passion, creativity and 
understanding. 
 
Giving regard to the wide diversity and depth of 
music that exists, each 10 credit subject that 
follows provides students with the opportunity to 
explore and improve their musical skills. Each 10 
credit subject provides students with an enjoyable 
variety of content and directs them towards future 
careers in music beyond school. 
 
Stage 2 Music is a full-year subject so students 
must select 2 of the 6 music 10-credit subjects 
outlined in the following pages. Students may 
select 4 10-credit subjects (which will combine to 
2, 20 credit subjects).  
 

The units offered at Sacred Heart College at 
Stage 2 level are: 
 

 Composing and Arranging 

 Ensemble Performance 

 Individual Study 

 Musicianship 

 Music Technology 

 Solo Performance 
 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 

 

 
 
 

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au


Sacred Heart College Senior Curriculum 2015 146 

 

Stage 2: Music – Composing and Arranging (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

This 10-credit subject develops students’ musical 
imagination and creativity by composing and/or 
arranging musical works. 
 
In Stage 2 Composing and Arranging the following 
two areas of study must be covered: 

 Folio of Minor Works 

 Major Work. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio of Minor Works – 70% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Major Work (2 hours) – 30% 
 

 
 
 
Major Work 
Students complete a work for any medium or 
ensemble with a minimum of three parts (e.g. 
melody, bass, accompanying melody/figures) with 
an analysis. The assessment component consists 
of two parts: 

 Part 1: Composition or Arrangement of 
the Major Work  

 Part 2: Analysis of the Major Work.  
 
Part 1: Composition or Arrangement of the Major 
Work 
The composition/arrangement must be the work of 
the student. Computer-generated 
instrumental/vocal parts or pre-existing midi, etc., 
must not be included. Synthesised sounds may be 
used in the recording of students’ works if 
instruments are not available. 
 
Students submit a score and recording of the 
work. A printed or recorded copy of the original 
music/melody must be included for every theme 
used in an arrangement. 
 
Part 2: Analysis of the Major Work 
Students present an oral or written analysis of 
their major work.   An oral analysis may be up to a 
maximum of 5 minutes (not including musical 
examples) and should be supported by backup 
work.  A written analysis may be up to a maximum 
of 750 words (not including musical examples) 
and may include complete sentences, dot points, 
diagrams, and notated musical examples.  

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Music – Ensemble Performance (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

This 10-credit subject develops students’ skills on 
a chosen instrument or their voice and the 
application of these skills and other musical 
knowledge in an ensemble. 
 
Students who study Ensemble Performance 
and/or Performance Special Study and/or Solo 
Performance may perform on the same 
instrument in all subjects. 
 
In general, students participate in one of the 
following throughout the subject: 

 A small ensemble of two or more 
performers 

 An orchestra 

 A band 

 A choir, vocal ensemble, or with a solo 
performer (as an accompanist) 

 A performing arts production (as a singer 
or an instrumentalist). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Students perform on only one instrument or the 
voice and in only one ensemble. Students may 
perform as a vocalist and as an instrumentalist. 
They may also perform with recognised doublings 
such as saxophone and clarinet.  
 
Students prepare and present three public 
performances, comprising two initial performances 
and one final performance. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 First Performance – 30% 

 Second Performance – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Final Performance (2 hours) – 30% 
 
Final Performance 
Students perform in the ensemble in a practical 
examination, comprising one public summative 
performance of 10 to 12 minutes, either live or 
filmed. Students are required to perform, 
individually, selections from their parts in the final 
performance.  

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Music – Music Individual Study (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

Students negotiate and plan with their teacher a 
topic they have chosen for their individual study. 
A proposal that includes a brief outline of the 
scope of the topic and the proposed format of the 
final product must be submitted to the SACE 
Board for approval.  Suggested topics include: 
 

 Tutoring – allows students to share with 
others their high level of technical skill and/or 
musical knowledge. 

 Community – allows students to investigate 
and experience the social, political, and/or 
cultural aspects of music in the community. 

 Musical Instrument – allows students to build 
or restore a musical instrument. 

 Music and Cultures – allows students to 
demonstrate their understanding of music in 
its diverse cultural contexts. 

 Music Industry – allows students to gain 
experience in the music industry. Work 
experience in the industry, to extend the 
student’s musical skills and/or understanding, 
is recommended where possible.  

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 30% 

 Product – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Report – 30% 
 
Information on the External Assessment 
 
Report 
Students present a report of their completed 
individual study in two parts. 
 
Part 1: Documentation of Skills 
Documentation of the skills developed in the study 
could take the form of photographs of the product 
at various stages of production, audio-visual 
evidence, written text, narration, web pages 
sketches and/or diagrams. Written documentation 
should be up to a maximum of 500 words.  
 
Part 2: Evaluation 
Students present a written or spoken personal 
reflection about their individual study. The final 
evaluation should be up to a maximum of 500 
words.  
 
The Project Report is double marked, firstly by the 
student’s teacher and secondly by an external 
assessor appointed by the SACE Board. The 
teacher and the external assessor make a 
decision about the quality of the Project Report 
with reference to performance standards. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Music – Musicianship (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

Stage 2 Musicianship is designed to be 
undertaken as a 10-credit subject. The following 
three areas of study must be covered: 

 Theory, Aural Recognition, and Musical 
Techniques 

 Harmony 

 Arrangement. 
 
Theory, Aural Recognition, and Musical 
Techniques 
Students develop their aural acuity and ability to 
acquire fundamental functional musical 
knowledge, and associated aural, theoretical, and 
notational skills. They learn theory, aural 
recognition, and musical techniques in a variety of 
contexts through a variety of learning activities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students develop their understanding of the 
relationship between theoretical notation and 
sound, using aural and visual recognition, and 
notation. 
 
Harmony 
Students learn to harmonise a melody by applying 
theoretical knowledge. Students undertake one of 
the following three options: 

 Option A: Countermelody 

 Option B: Jazz-related Harmony 

 Option C: Four-part Vocal Style. 
 
Arrangement 
Students develop their musical imagination and 
ability to write musical arrangements. They learn 
to apply fundamental knowledge of theoretical 
concepts, musical styles, and associated aural 
and notational skills. 
 
Students create a notated arrangement of a 
melody of their choice, taken from the existing 
repertoire (not created by the student). The 
arrangement is submitted with a score using 
standard notation, a recording, and a statement 
outlining the ideas in, and the musical intention of, 
the arrangement. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills Development – 30% 

 Arrangement – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (1¾  hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Music – Music Technology (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music in 
Industry. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

Students study a selection of the following topics 
including at least one of the three option topics.   
 
Suggested Topics  

 Acoustics 

 The Mixing Console 

 Microphones 

 Digital Audio Basics 

 Signal Processing 

 Aural Analysis. 
 
Suggested Option Topics 

 MIDI 

 The Recording Process 

 Loops and Waves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Minor Projects – 70% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Major Project (see below) – 30% 
 
Major Project with Commentary 
This assessment type consists of two parts: 

 Part 1: Major Project  

 Part 2: Commentary. 
 
Part 1: Major Project 
The focus of the major project is on the use of 
technology as a tool for recording, assembling, 
and producing music.  Each student submits one 
major project. Each project must: 

 be up to a maximum of 5 minutes long 

 not include pre-existing live recordings 

 not include pre-existing MIDI files 

 not include pre-existing extended wave 
loops 

 be completed during current study of this 
project 

 be submitted on audio CD. 
 
Students choose one of the following three 
options as the basis for their major project: 

 An analogue recording or a digital 
recording 

 A MIDI sequenced piece 

 A digital recording with sequenced 
components. 

 
Part 2: Commentary 
Students present their teacher with a commentary 
on their completed major project — up to a 
maximum of 1200 words for a written commentary 
or a maximum of 7 minutes for an oral 
commentary. The commentary should be 
supported by backup work. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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 Stage 2: Music – Solo Performance (10 credits) 

 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Music. 

Subject Summary 

Through the study of music students have the 
opportunity to engage in musical activities such as 
performing, composing, arranging, researching, 
and developing and applying music technologies.  
Students benefit from the opportunity to develop 
their practical and creative potential, oral and 
written skills, and their capacity to make informed 
interpretative and aesthetic judgments. Study and 
participation in music draws together students’ 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills, 
strengthening their ability to manage work and 
learning, and to communicate effectively and 
sensitively. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, citizenship, communication and 
learning. 

Content 

This 10-credit subject develops students’ skills on 
a chosen instrument or the voice and the 
application of these skills, musical understanding, 
and aesthetic awareness in a solo performance. 
 
Students who study Ensemble Performance 
and/or Performance Special Study and/or Solo 
Performance may perform on the same 
instrument in all subjects. 
 
Each student must perform as an instrumental or 
vocal soloist or as a vocalist and instrumentalist. 
The performance of a vocalist who accompanies 
himself or herself may include solo parts from 
each. Students may also perform with recognised 
doublings, such as piccolo and flute, tenor 
saxophone and alto saxophone, flute and 
saxophone, electric guitar and acoustic guitar. 
Students must present their program on an 
instrument chosen from the following list: 
 
Flute 
Recorder 
Oboe 
Clarinet 
Bassoon 
E flat alto saxophone 
 

 
 
B flat tenor saxophone 
Horn in F 
E flat tenor horn 
Trumpet 
Cornet 
Trombone 
Euphonium 
Baritone 
Tuba 
Percussion 
Indigenous Australian Instruments 
Traditional Instruments (e.g. bagpipes) 
Violin 
Viola 
Cello 
Double Bass 
Harp 
Voice 
Piano 
Harpsichord 
Pipe Organ 
Electric Keyboard (e.g. clavinova) 
Classical Guitar 
Guitar (steel string, acoustic, or electric) 
Electric Bass 
 
Students prepare and present public 
performances. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 First Performance – 30% 

 Second Performance – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Final Performance (see below) – 30% 
 
Final Performance 
Students perform in a practical examination.  A 
solo summative performance of 10 to 12 minutes 
must be presented (live) for assessment. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford    
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Nutrition (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion for the semester’s work 
and examination of at least one semester of either 
Stage 1 Biology, Chemistry, Psychology or 
Physics. 

Subject Summary 

The course covers four core topics and one option 
topic. 
 
Core Topic 1: The Fundamentals of Human 
Nutrition 

In this topic, students develop an understanding of 
the purpose of food for humans, and learn about 
the specific nutrients needed to ensure growth, 
development, health, and well-being. Students 
investigate and apply information about the 
nutritional requirements of the individual. 
 
Core Topic 2: Diet, Lifestyle, and Health 

In this topic, students investigate the main causes 
of contemporary disorders related to diet and 
lifestyle, and identify and analyse strategies to 
prevent, control, or reverse the main symptoms. 
Students also explore current food selection 
guides and diagnostic tools that aim to promote 
good health and prevent diet-related disorders in 
individuals and communities.  
 
Core Topic 3: Food Selection and Dietary 
Evaluation 

This topic gives students the opportunity to 
develop skills in dietary evaluation, menu 
planning, and food selection based on a sound 
knowledge of nutritional requirements and 
awareness of the factors that influence people’s 
food choices. 
 
Core Topic 4: Food, Nutrition, and the Consumer 

In this topic, students investigate what consumers 
need to know in order to make wise food choices. 
The practices of domestic and commercial food 

producers, manufacturers, and distributors affect 
the availability, variety, and nutritional quality of 
foods and consequently their nutritional status. 
 
Option Topic 1: Global Nutrition and Ecological 

Sustainability 

In this topic, students investigate the major social 
and ecological issues related to human nutrition at 
a global level 
 

Option Topic 2: Global Hunger 

In this topic, students investigate and develop an 
understanding of the causes of global hunger and 
malnutrition.  
 
Investigations 

Students acquire knowledge through a range of 
practical activities and experimentation or by 
gathering information from different sources.  

Students learn investigation skills that enable 
them to develop confidence in conducting 
investigations and acquiring evidence. 
Investigation skills help students to develop their 
capabilities in communication, citizenship, 
personal development, work, and learning. 

Experiments are a part of practical investigations 
and may take place in laboratories or in food 
preparation or community settings. 
 
Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 

 Investigations Folio – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone   
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Physical Education (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least one semester of 
Stage 1 Physical Education. 

Subject Summary 

In Physical Education students gain an 
understanding of human functioning and physical 
activity, and an awareness of the community 
structures and practices that influence 
participation in physical activity.  Students explore 
their own physical capacities and analyse 
performance, health, and lifestyle issues.  They 
develop skills in communication, investigation, 
and the ability to apply knowledge to practical 
situations. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, learning and personal 
development. 
 
Content 
Stage 2 Physical Education consists of two key 
areas of study and related key concepts: 

 Practical Skills and Applications 

 Principles and Issues 
 
Practical Skills and Applications 
Students complete at least three practicals that 
are balanced across a range of individual, fitness, 
team, racket, aquatic, and outdoor activities and 
that cater for the different skills and interests of 
the students. 
 
Principles and Issues (consists of the 
following three topics): 
Exercise Physiology and Physical Activity  

 Key Concept 1: The sources of energy 
affecting physical performance 

 Key Concept 2: The effects of training and 
evaluation on physical performance 

 Key Concept 3: The specific physiological 
factors affecting performance 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Acquisition of Skills and the Biomechanics of 
Movement  

 Key Concept 1: Skill acquisition 

 Key Concept 2: Specific factors affecting 
learning 

 Key Concept 3: The effects of psychology of 
learning on the performance of physical skills 

 Key Concept 4: The ways in which 
biomechanics improve skilled performance 

Issues Analysis 

 Students analyse and interpret their findings 
from investigating a chosen issue 

 
Topics include, for example: 

 commercialism  

 culture/race relations 

 equity 

 gender 

 media 

 professionalism 

 patterns of physical activity 

 sport in the Australian context 

 the Paralympics 

 the science of drugs 

 technology 

Assessment 
Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Practical – 50% 

 Folio – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Emma Ruston    
emma.ruston@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Physics (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of two semester’s work 
and the examinations of Stage 1 Physics. 
 
 It is also assumed that students undertaking this 
subject have successfully completed at least one 
semester of Stage 1 Mathematical Studies or 
Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics.  

Subject Summary 

The study of physics offers opportunities for 
students to understand and appreciate the natural 
world.  This subject requires the interpretation of 
physical phenomena through a study of motion in 
two dimensions, electricity and magnetism, light 
and matter, and atoms and nuclei. As well as 
applying knowledge to solve problems, students 
develop experimental, investigation design, 
information, and communication skills through 
practical and other learning activities. Students 
gather evidence from experiments and research 
and acquire new knowledge through their own 
investigations 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

Content 

Stage 2 Physics is organised into four sections.  
Each section is divided into four topics.  Each 
topic includes an application. 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
Section Topics 
Motion in Two 
Dimensions 

 Projectile Motion  

 Uniform Circular Motion 

 Gravitation and 
Satellites 

 Momentum in Two 
Dimensions 

Electricity and 
Magnetism 

 Electric Fields 

 The Motion of Charged 
Particles in Electric 
Fields 

 Magnetic Fields 

 The Motion of Charged 
Particles in Magnetic 
Fields 

Light and Matter  Electromagnetic Waves 

 The Interference of Light 

 Photons 

 Wave Behaviour of 
Particles 

Atoms and Nuclei  The Structure of the 
Atom 

 The Structure of the 
Nucleus 

 Radioactivity 

 Nuclear Fission and 
Fusion 

Text: Olesnicky & Lawrence “Physics, Key 
Ideas Parts 1 &2” 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio – 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone     
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Psychology (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion for the semester’s work 
and examination of at least 1 semester of Stage 1 
Psychology. 

Subject Summary 

The study of psychology enables students to 
understand their own behaviours and the 
behaviours of others.  It has direct relevance to 
their personal lives. Psychological knowledge can 
be applied to improve outcomes and the quality of 
experience in various areas of life, such as 
education, intimate relationships, child rearing, 
employment and leisure. 
 
Stage 2 Psychology builds on the scientific 
method by involving students in the collection and 
analysis of qualitative and quantitative data.  By 
emphasising evidence-based procedures (i.e. 
observation, experimentation and experience) the 
subject allows students to develop useful skills in 
analytical and critical thinking, and in making 
inferences. 
 

The capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work and learning. 

The capabilities enable students to make 
connections in their learning within and across 
subjects in a wide range of contexts. 

Content 

Students undertake studies in the following topics: 

 Introduction to Psychology 

 Social Cognition 

 Learning 

 Personality 

 Psychobiology of Altered States of 
Awareness 

 Healthy Minds 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio – 30% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 40% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 
 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone    
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
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Stage 2: Research Project (10 credits) 
Note: Students must study the Research Project at Stage 2 and achieve a minimum C- grade towards 
the SACE 

Duration 

One Semester (10 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Nil 

Subject Summary 

The Research Project is a compulsory 10-credit 
Stage 2 subject that students need to complete 
with a ‘C-’ grade or better to achieve the SACE. 
 
The Research Project gives students the 
opportunity to study an area of interest in depth. 
Students are directed to frame their Research 
Project as a research question. This allows 
students to use their creativity and initiative, while 
developing the research and presentation skills 
they will need in further study or work. 
 
The Research Project can take many forms, for 
example: 

 community-based projects 

 technical or practical activities 

 work-related research 

 subject-related research. 
 
Students receive a result in one of two forms: 

 Research Project A,  or  

 Research Project B 
 
Research Project A has an external assessment 
(Review) that may be undertaken in a range of 
formats. 
 
Research Project B, which has an external 
assessment (Evaluation) that must be undertaken 
in written form, is for students wishing to include 
the subject in the calculation of their Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). 

Content 

The content in the Stage 2 Research Project 
includes: 

 the seven capabilities (literacy, numeracy, 
ICT, personal and social development, 
intercultural understanding, ethical 
understanding, critical and creative 
thinking)  

 research skills. 

 

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 70% 

 Folio: 30% 

 Research Outcome: 40% 
External Assessment: 30% 

 Research Project A: Review  

 Research Project B: Evaluation  
 
Students are to select one or more of the 
abovementioned capabilities that they consider to 
be particularly relevant to their research project for 
development and demonstration. The 
demonstration, development, and evaluation of 
the selected capability will be incorporated in the 
school-based assessment of this subject. 
 
Information on the External Assessment 
component of Research Project B (as 
undertaken at Sacred Heart College) 
 
Students are required to provide an evaluation of 
their project, that is, explain the research 
processes used and the usefulness of them, any 
decisions made in response to challenges and 
opportunities, and the quality of the research 
outcome. 
 
The student’s evaluation of his or her research 
project is an opportunity to evaluate his or her 
learning at each phase of the research framework 
and to reflect on the overall learning experience. 
Students should include in the evaluation: 

 an explanation of how their thinking has 
been challenged 

 a reflection on the value of their research 
project to themselves and others 

 an assessment of the strengths and 
limitations of the research processes, new 
ideas, new insights, and findings. 

 
Students submit a written summary of the 
research question and research outcome. The 
written summary (150 words) is an opportunity for 
students to summarise succinctly the focus of 
their research question, research processes used, 
and their findings. The written summary helps to 
provide a context for the external assessor. 
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Research Project A: One Format or a 
Combination of Written, Visual, or Oral 
Formats (not offered at Sacred Heart College 
Senior) 
Students choose whether they present their 
review in one format or in a combination of 
written, visual, or oral formats. Students choose 
the best way to present their review (e.g. 
multimedia recording, printed document) for 
external assessment. 
 
The review, no matter the form of presentation, 
should not exceed 1500 words or 10 minutes of 
recorded multimedia material or equivalent 
(excluding the written context statement). 
 
 

Research Project B: Common Written 
Component for Tertiary Entrance Rank (TER) 
Students who wish to count their score in this 
subject towards the TER must present their final 
evaluation evidence in written form. The common 
written assessment component can include visual 
material such as photographs and diagrams 
integrated into the written text, which should be a 
maximum of 1500 words (excluding the written 
summary). 

Contact teacher 

Mrs Rachel Aldrich 
rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 

mailto:rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Scientific Studies (20 credits) 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of one semester of a Stage 
1 Science subject. 

Subject Summary 

Through Scientific Studies students develop 
knowledge of scientific principles and concepts 
through their own investigations.  They develop 
the skills and abilities to explain scientific 
phenomena, and to draw evidence-based 
conclusions from investigations of science-related 
issues. In this way, students develop scientific 
knowledge and skills to support them in their 
future career pathways, including those that are 
science-related, and everyday life in a world 
shaped by science and technology. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and learning. 

Content 

An overarching theme or themes should provide 
opportunities for students to explore links between 
learning in science and in other areas, and to 
discuss historical, social, ethical and 
environmental contexts. 
 
Scientific Studies at SHCS follows the theme of 
“Healthy Lifestyle”. 
 

Five topics covered that incorporate free choice to 

explore topics of interest are: 

 Scientific Method & Scientific Literacy 

 Human, Health, Disease and Medicine 

 Adolescent Health Issues 

 Genetic Manipulation 

 Water Resource Management 

 

Interested students will enjoy the freedom of 

choice to follow interests as long as they match 

the “Healthy Lifestyle” theme. 

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Investigations Folio – 40% 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Practical Investigation (see below) – 30% 
 
Practical Investigation 
The practical investigation consists of two parts: 

 investigation design proposal 

 investigation report 
 
The investigation design proposal includes a 
statement of a question or hypothesis, 
identification of variables, and an outline of the 
proposed research approach and method.  This is 
assessed before the student begins the practical 
investigation. 
 
The investigation report includes the hypothesis 
investigated, the method, the results, the 
conclusion, and an evaluation of the practical 
investigation.  It is presented in written form of up 
to a maximum of up to 2000 words. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Angelo Pirone    
angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 

mailto:angelo.pirone@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Specialist Mathematics (20 credits) 
Note: Stage 2 Mathematics allows students to achieve the numeracy requirement of the SACE. 
Students who achieve a C- grade or better in this subject meet the compulsory 10-credit numeracy 
requirement.  

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion (a C grade or better) of 4 
semesters of Stage 1 Specialist Mathematics.  
Performance in end of semester examinations will 
also determine promotion to Stage 2 Specialist 
Mathematics. 

Subject Summary 

Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics is a 20-credit 
subject.  Specialist Mathematics is designed to be 
taken in conjunction with Stage 2 Mathematical 
Studies. 
 
Through the study of Specialist Mathematics 
students gain the insight, understanding, 
knowledge, and skills to follow pathways that will 
lead them to become designers and makers of 
technology. The subject provides pathways into 
university courses in mathematical sciences, 
engineering, computer science, physical sciences, 
and surveying. Students envisaging careers in 
other related fields, including economics and 
commerce, may also benefit from studying this 
subject. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship, personal 
development, work, and learning. 

 

Content 

Stage 2 Specialist Mathematics is a 20-credit 
subject that consists of the following five topics: 

 Topic 1: Trigonometric Preliminaries 

 Topic 2: Polynomials and Complex 
Numbers 

 Topic 3: Vectors and Geometry 

 Topic 4: Calculus 

 Topic 5: Differential Equations. 
 
Each topic consists of a number of subtopics, 
which are presented as key questions and ideas. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Skills and Applications Tasks – 45% 

 Folio – 25% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (3 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mr James Grant      
james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

mailto:james.grant@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Tourism (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of Stage 1 Tourism or 
language-rich subject. 

Subject Summary 

In Tourism, students develop an understanding of 
the nature of tourists, tourism, and the tourism 
industry.  They investigate local, national, and 
global tourism; and explore tourism as a business.  
Students gain an understanding of the complex 
economic, social, cultural and environmental 
impacts of tourism. A student’s understanding of 
the sustainable management of tourism is central 
to the subject. 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication, citizenship and learning. 

Content 

The 20-credit subject consists of four themes and 
three topics. 
 
Themes 

 Operations and Structures of the Tourism 
Industry  

 Travellers’ Perceptions, and the 
Interaction of Host Community and Visitor 

 Planning for and Managing Sustainable 
Tourism 

 Evaluating the Nature of Work in the 
Tourism Industry. 

 

 
Topics 

 Applications of Technology in Tourism 

 The Economics of Tourism 

 Establishing a Tourism Venture 

 Indigenous People and Tourism 

 Management of Local Area Tourism 

 The Impacts of Tourism 

 Marketing Tourism  

 Responsible Travel 

 Special Interest Tourism 

 The Role of Governments and 
Organisations in Tourism 

 Tourism Industry Skills 

 Negotiated Topic. 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 20% 

 Practical Activity – 25% 

 Investigation – 25% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Examination (2 hours) – 30% 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Marisa Favilla   
marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marisa.favilla@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: VET (Vocational Education and Training) 
 
Duration 
One Semester or Full year 
 
SACE Credits 
All VET qualifications or units of competency that 
make up a qualification, in the Australian 
Qualifications Framework (AQF) can contribute to 
the completion requirements of the SACE. 
 
The SACE Board determines the SACE stage at 
which qualifications will be granted recognition in 
the SACE. Details of how specific VET 
qualifications can earn SACE credits at Stage 1 
and/or Stage 2, can be found on the VET 
Recognition Register. 
 
Students can use a maximum of two qualifications 
at Certificate I level to gain credits towards the 
completion of the SACE. There is no limit to the 
number of qualifications at Certificate II level or 
higher that students can use to gain credits 
towards the completion of the SACE. 

Pre-requisites 

Selection into VET is not automatic; students 
wishing to be considered for VET programs are 
required to apply and attend an interview with the 
VET Coordinator. Careful consideration is given to 
students’ performance at school and their real 
desire to pursue a career in a particular industry.  

Subject Summary 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) is 
education and training that gives students skills 
and knowledge for work. VET operates through a 
national training system, and is delivered, 
assessed and certified by Registered Training 
Organisations. 
At SHCS, VET is offered at Year 11 and/or Year 
12.  It will take up the equivalent of two subject 
lines each year and at Year 11 may be 
undertaken for a single or both semesters.  As a 
single semester it would be unlikely that a student 
would complete a full certificate. 
 
VET incorporates structured learning programs 
that provide students with the knowledge, skills 
and attributes they will need for the world of work.  
Many of the VET pathway programs are offered 
through collaboration between school, 
TAFE/private providers and industry.   
 
Structured Workplace Learning supports training 
and differs from work experience in that students 
are assessed in skills and knowledge that is 
industry specific.  Students are prepared for 
Structured Workplace Learning according to 

“Work Place Learning Conditions and Guidelines”. 
By integrating a VET program within the SACE, 
students receive credit toward their SACE but also 
receive nationally recognised VET qualifications 
through their training provider. 
 
Sacred Heart College is a member of the Quality 
Lincs cluster of schools, which provides us with 
access to a broad range of VET programs.  The 
VET programs may be embedded in Stage 1 or 
Stage 2 Workplace Practices or offered as VET 
stand-alone.  Some of the Courses that have 
been offered in the past are: 

 Building and Construction; 

 Electro Technology; 

 Furnishing; 

 Hairdressing; 

 Horticulture; 

 Hospitality; 

 Automotive; 

 Commercial Cookery; 

 Plumbing; 

 Engineering; 

 Fitness. 
 
Students interested in exploring training links with 
industry whilst at school should discuss their 
preferences with the Careers Counsellor.  Quality 
Lincs has been able to offer a broad range of 
Courses in addition to those listed.  Confirmation 
of courses is often not until later in the year or 
early the next year.  This is due to funding from 
external agencies and interest from other schools.  
Students are therefore advised to have reserve 
choices in other subject areas. 
 
Please note that VET courses will attract an 
additional charge due to the added expense of 
outsourcing industry specific training. For the 
costs of specific courses, students need to 
speak to the VET Office. 
 
Units delivered by a Registered Training 
Organisation such as TAFE will be accredited to 
students SACE via the Institute and through the 
SACE Board. 
The SACE Board recognises VET that is: 

 Listed on the National Training 
Information Service (NTIS) website; 

 Delivered and assessed by, or under the 
auspices of, a registered training 
organisation (RTO); 

 Delivered and assessed in accordance 
with Australian Quality Training 
Framework (AQTF) standards and 
training package requirements; 
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 Certified on a transcript, statement of 
attainment, or qualification issued by an 
RTO. 

 
School Based Traineeships 
School based traineeships are available at 
student/industry discretion and are initiated by 
either party.   
 
School based traineeships can be accommodated 
within the SACE and the school timetable.   
 
Students can enter into a contract of training with 
an approved employer to receive “on the job 

training”, part-time employment and time to 
continue with their school subjects.   
 
Each year we have a small number of students 
involved in school based traineeships. For more 
information on School Based Traineeships or 
Apprenticeships please contact Prue Wilkosz, 
Pathways Coordinator. 

Contact Teacher 

Mr Tony Finamore   
tony.finamore@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:tony.finamore@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Visual Arts – Art (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least one semester of 
Visual Arts - Art. 

Subject Summary 

In Visual Arts students express ideas through 
practical work using drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, models, prototypes, photographs 
and/or audio visual techniques leading to resolved 
pieces.  Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  
  
The broad area of Art includes both artistic and 
crafting methods and outcomes, including the 
development of ideas, research, analysis and 
experimentation with media and techniques, 
resolution and production.   
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and personal development. 

Content 

For 20-credit programs, with a focus on art, the 
following three areas of study are covered: 

 Visual Thinking: Folio 

 Practical Resolution: Practical work and 
Practitioners Statement 

 Visual Arts in Context: Visual Study 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 40% 

 Practical – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Visual Study (see below) – 30% 
Folio 

 Students produce 1 folio of 60 A3 pages 
documenting their Visual Learning in 
support of their 2 works of art. 

 Students choose the idea focus and 
direction for both practicals. 

 Documentation of Visual Learning 
includes: development of ideas and 
concepts; exploration with styles, media 
and materials; practice and application of  

 
 
 
skills; annotated comments to clarify 
thinking; analysis of the work of other 
practitioners connected to their problem 
solving. 

 
Practical 
 
Practical Resolution 

 Practical Work: Students produce 2 
practicals which must be 2 resolved works 
or a body of work. Production of the work 
must involve the application of technical 
skills. 

 
Practitioner’s Statement 

 Students produce 2 written statements 
(500 words each) for each of the 
resolved practicals which will include: 
explanations of idea; processes affecting 
outcomes; influences and connections 
with other practitioners. 

 

 Visual Study 
A visual study is an exploration of, or 
experimentation with, one or more styles, 
ideas, concepts, methods, techniques or 
technologies based on research and 
analysis of the work of other 
practitioner(s). 
 

 Students decide the focus for their 
study looking at individual practitioners or 
groups of practitioners in particular 
historical and/or cultural contexts. 
 

 Students will research, synthesise, 
analyse and interpret the works of art in 
context and the explanation and 
experimentation of practical applications. 
 

 Students submit no more than 20 A3 pages 
(or equivalent) of practical study, integrated 
with no more than 2000 words or 15 
minutes of recorded oral explanation. 

 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford      
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Visual Arts – Design (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful completion of at least one semester of 
Visual Arts – Design. 

Subject Summary 

In Visual Arts students express ideas through 
practical work using drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, models, prototypes, photographs 
and/or audio visual techniques leading to resolved 
pieces.  Students have opportunities to research, 
understand and reflect upon visual art works in 
their cultural and historical contexts.  
  
The broad area of Design includes graphic and 
communication design, environmental design and 
product design.  It emphasises defining the 
problem, problem solving approaches, the 
generation of solutions and/or concepts and the 
skills to communicate resolutions. 
  
The focus capabilities for this subject are 
communication and personal development. 

Content 

For 20-credit programs, with a focus on art, the 
following three areas of study are covered: 

 Visual Thinking: Folio 

 Practical Resolution: Practical work and 
Practitioners Statement 

 Visual Arts in Context: Visual Study 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 40% 

 Practical – 30% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Visual Study (see below) – 30% 
Folio 

 Students produce 1 folio of 60 A3 pages 
documenting their Visual Learning in 
support of their 2 works of design. 

 Students develop and formulate their 
own briefs for both practicals. 
 
 

 
 

 

 Documentation of Visual Learning  
includes: development of ideas and 
concepts; exploration with styles, media, 
materials and technologies; annotated 
comments to clarify thinking; practice and 
application of skills; refinement of ideas; 
analysis of the work of other practitioners 
connected to their problem solving. 

 
Practical 
 
Practical Resolution 

 Practical Work: Students produce 2 
practicals which must be 2 resolved works 
or a body of work. Production of the work 
must involve the application of technical 
skills. 

 
Practitioner’s Statement 

 Students produce 2 written statements 
(500 words each) for each of the 
resolved practicals which will include: 
explanations of idea; processes affecting 
outcomes; influences and connections 
with other practitioners. 

 
 

Visual Study 
A visual study is an exploration of, or 
experimentation with, one or more styles, ideas, 
concepts, methods, techniques or technologies 
based on research and analysis of the work of 
other practitioner(s). 
 

 Students decide the focus for their 
study looking at individual practitioners or 
groups of practitioners in particular 
historical and/or cultural contexts. 
 

 Students will research, synthesise, 
analyse and interpret the works of design 
in context and the explanation and 
experimentation of practical applications. 
 

 Students submit no more than 20 A3 pages 
(or equivalent) of practical study, integrated 
with no more than 2000 words or 15 
minutes of recorded oral explanation. 

Contact Teacher 

Ms Gail Radford      
gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au

mailto:gail.radford@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Stage 2: Workplace Practices (includes VET) (20 credits) 

 

Duration 

Full Year (20 credits) 

Pre-requisites 

Successful application and interview with the VET 
Coordinator. 

Subject Summary 

In Workplace Practices students develop 
knowledge, skills, and understanding of the 
nature, type and structure of the workplace.  They 
learn about the changing nature of work, industrial 
relations, legislation, safe and sustainable 
workplace practices, and local, national, and 
global issues in an industry and workplace 
context.  Students can undertake learning in the 
workplace and develop and reflect on their 
capabilities, interests, and aspirations. The 
subject may include the undertaking of vocational 
education and training (VET) as provided under 
the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). 
 
The focus capabilities for this subject are personal 
development, work, and learning development. 

Content 

There are three focus areas of study of this 
subject:  

 Industry and Work Knowledge  

 Vocational Learning  

 Vocational Education and Training (VET). 
 
Students must include the following areas of 
study: 

 Industry and Work Knowledge, and 

 Vocational Learning and/or Vocational 
Education and Training (VET). 

 
For the Industry and Work Knowledge component, 
students undertaking Workplace Practices (20-
credits), study the four topics listed below: 

o Topic 1: Work in Australian Society 
o Topic 2: Industrial Relations 
o Topic 3: Finding Employment 
o Topic 4: Negotiated Topic. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Students demonstrate evidence of their learning 
through the following assessment types: 
 
School-based Assessment: 

 Folio – 30% 

 Performance – 20% 

 Reflection – 20% 
 
External Assessment: 

 Investigation (see below) – 30% 
 
Investigation 
The Investigation may be either a practical 
investigation or an issues investigation. 

 Practical Investigation – Students 
undertake a practical investigation based 
on a product, task or service in which they 
have been involved.  The practical 
investigation may be presented in written, 
oral or multimodal form.  Students 
complete a report on their practical 
investigation in which they document the 
process of planning, making, delivering, 
and evaluating. 

 
The report should be up to a maximum of 
2000 words if in written form, or the 
equivalent in other forms. 
 
OR 

 

 Issues Investigation – Students undertake 
an investigation of a local, national, and/or 
global issue, culture or environment 
relating to the focus industry. It should be 
based on one or more of the topics 
studied. The issues investigation may be 
presented in written, oral or multimodal 
form. 

 
The report should be up to a maximum of 
2000 words if in written form, or the 
equivalent in other forms. 

Contact Teacher 

Mrs Rachel Aldrich 
rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 

mailto:rachel.aldrich@shcs.sa.edu.au

