
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Project Compassion 

During Lent, your school will be participating in Project Compassion which is Caritas 
Australia’s annual Lenten fundraising and awareness-raising appeal bringing thousands of 
Australians together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice 
and uphold dignity.  

This year the theme for Project Compassion is Love Thy Neighbour.   

In each of the six weeks of Lent, schools will be sharing weekly stories that reflect this 
year’s theme. These inspiring stories will tell how the lives of six people have changed 
through our schools’ support of Caritas Australia's development programs.  

The Federation has formed a partnership with Caritas Australia to support your family to 
share in this Lenten journey with your children.  

Each week we will share ways you can talk together about the messages in each story 
and, together, be inspired to learn more and create change.  

Week One: Dinia’s story  

Dinia’s story is a story of healing, through her own skill and perseverance, and through 
support from a Caritas-Australia funded program. Living in the Philippines, she struggled 
daily with poverty in a country with many vulnerable communities.  For Dinia, the 
premature death of her husband meant an end to his small income and a greater struggle 
to feed and educate her children. 

View the video of Dinia’s story here: https://youtu.be/828oyxrAiYM 

Find out more about the Philippines where Dinia and her family come from: 
http://www.caritas.org.au/learn/countries/philippines 

Reflections: Like Dinia, you value a good education for your child. What do you hope for 
your child?  
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Consider this: “A Catholic education aims to prepare young people to contribute positively 
to the work around them”. What do you hope from your child’s education in a Catholic 
school?  

Family conversations: Talk with your child about your hopes for them. Share with your 
child why you think education is important. Talk about the work that Dinia and her 
community are doing. 

Pray together:  For our sisters and brothers throughout the world who experience poverty 
and injustice as a result of greed and power: That leaders of nations may resist these 
temptations and commit themselves to the Common Good, turning to justice and peace 
for all. 

We Pray as One. 

For the community in which we live: That this community be fair and just and by its 
actions allow the participation of everyone in the enjoyment of the gift that is God’s 
creation. 

We Pray as One. 

Plan together: You may wish to consider some ideas for a family fundraiser for Caritas 
Australia’s Project Compassion 2017.  

 

 


