
 

 

A guide for parents and carers 

Traffic rules around schools 

Acknowledgments:  Australian Road Rules.    Manual of Legal 

Responsibilities and Technical Requirements for Traffic Control 

Devices 

A healthy option 

Walk   

to   

School  

(or even part of the way) 

 

It is important that your child is road safe —

that is —  knows how to behave safely as a 

pedestrian in the road environment.   

Children only learn this by example and 

practice. 
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Safety tips 

 Let children out of the vehicle on the 

kerb side of the road. 

 Meet your children on the school side 

of the road. 

 Do not call children across the road to 

the car. 

 Use the pedestrian crossing even if it 

means walking a little further.  

 Avoid U-turns where there is a          

likelihood of the presence of children. 
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Safe for  

Kids 



 

A School Zone is a section of 

road, adjacent to a school in 

which the  speed is restricted 

to 25 km/h when children are 

present.  A white zig-zag line 

is marked on the road ahead 

of the sign, to warn drivers 

they are approaching  a 

School Zone.  

When does the  25km/h  speed restriction apply 

 Whenever children are present, after school hours, 

weekends and holidays.  Many school activities   

occur outside normal school hours. 

 When children are walking or riding a bicycle on the 

footpath, road or median. 

 When children are unaccompanied or accompanied 

by an adult  

School Zones often incorporate devices such as   

Wombat Crossings  and Emu Crossings 

Emu Crossing 

An Emu Crossing is a pedestrian crossing that displays 

a  “Children Crossing” flag on a red and white striped 

pole. 

An Emu Crossing is located within a  school zone. 

Drivers must give way to pedestrians who are crossing 

or about to cross the 

road when the flags 

are displayed, which 

should only be when 

students will be    

proceeding to and 

from school. 

The crossing may be 

supervised by Police 

trained student monitors. 

School Zones 

Koala Crossing 

A Koala Crossing consists of two alternately flash-

ing yellow lights indicating  a 25 km/h zone. 

Drivers must give way 

to pedestrians who are 

crossing or about to 

cross the road  when 

the lights are flashing. 

 A 25km/h speed limit 

applies  between the 

signs that indicate children crossing. 

Wombat Crossing 

A wombat crossing is a raised platform marked with 

broad white stipes. 

Whilst not a school crossing wombat crossings may be 

found where there are high numbers of pedestrians 

wishing to cross the 

road.  

A speed limit  of 

40km/h is signed and 

applies at all times  

within 30-40 metres of 

the crossing. 

Drivers must give way to pedestrians who are crossing 

or about to cross the road. 

 

Parking Signs  

No Stopping  

No stopping for any reason. This may 

be indicated by a sign (as shown) or 

a  continuous yellow line marked 

along the kerb. 

 

 

No Parking 

Stopping is permitted only for       

dropping off passengers or goods. 

The driver must stay within 3m of the 

vehicle and not stop for more than 2 

minutes, unless it is otherwise indi-

cated, e.g. a Kiss and Drop zone may 

indicate a 5 minute stay. 

 

Parking Restrictions 

 Parking is banned for 20 meters before and 10 

meters after any pedestrian and school crossing 

unless otherwise signed. 

 It is illegal to stop (double park) adjacent to a car 

already parked near a kerb. 

 Do not park where there is less than 3 metres 

between your car and a continuous centre line. 

 Do not park across or obstruct driveways. 


