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From the Principal…
Dear members of the Sacred Heart College Middle School Community

Over the past fortnight it has been the typically busy time of parent evenings, Year 6 Camps and the 
routines of the school settling into place. I have really enjoyed meeting many parents/carers whose 
support of the parent evenings has been tremendous. Thank you for your support of your sons 
and your presence at such events provides an insight to the boys’ daily routines and the teachers 
with whom they interact. Your ‘presence’ is greatly appreciated and impacts positively on your son’s 
educational journey.

Sacred Heart College Futures Steering Committee
The Steering Committee has been finalised to examine the future structures of the College. In 
December last year, Paul Herrick, Regional Director of Marist Schools Australia (MSA) wrote to the 
community and stated the following:

This arrangement for next year [2014] also affords us the chance to consult with the entire Sacred Heart 
community, and with other stakeholders in Catholic education, concerning the best long‐term structures  
for both schools. We will welcome your contribution to that consultation.

The Steering Committee will comprise the Chairs of both school councils – Cathy Sires (SHCMS) and 
Paul Teisseire (SHCS); Monica Conway (Assistant Director Catholic Education SA (CESA), a former 
principal and member of the Brighton Parish Council) and Paul Angley (Business Manager, Cabra 
Dominican College and formerly Nazareth Catholic College and Cardijn College and CESA strategic 
planning committees); Tim Mullin (Head of SHCMS); Paul Herrick (MSA) and myself. The committee 
will be chaired by Peter White (MSA Consultant, Catholic Education Sandhurst Diocese Consultant 
and former Principal of Notre Dame College Sheparton).

The committee will be meeting early in March and a process of consultation will be developed. As 
matters unfold you will be kept informed via the newsletter. If you have any immediate concerns 
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

The Sacred Heart Educational Journey
Over the past week I have been present at a number of special events involving our students. Firstly, 
the Year 6 Camps were a wonderful opportunity for the boys to get to know their new classmates 
and teachers – and an opportunity to be immersed in a range of learning activities beyond the 
classroom. My sincere thanks to all involved and the net benefits will continue to be seen for some 
time to come!

This week, the Sacred Heart College Senior students who achieved Merits (perfect subject 
scores) were presented with their certificates at Government House, two of whom did so as Year 
11 students. This included 10 boys who began their journey at SHCMS. Jonathan Williams was 
also awarded the prestigious Governor’s Award for outstanding achievement and significant 
contribution to the College community. This included a perfect score of 99.95 (ATAR) as well as 
completing university subjects whilst in Year 12. 

I include this in the SHCMS newsletter because aiming to be the best you can be, to be aspirational, 
to dare to dream and to achieve it, is possible and not an illusion. The discussion around future 
hopes and pathways is one which can be had on a regular basis no matter the age, and these 
high achieving students serve as role models for our boys keen on their academic pursuits and 
community involvement!

Kind regards

Steve Byrne
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Diary Dates
Tuesday 18 February 
SHCMS Council Meeting, 7 pm

Wednesday 19 February 
Year 8 & 9 Immunizations

Thursday 20 February 
Friends of Music Evening, 6–7:30 pm

Tuesday 25 February 
College Tour, 9:15 am

Monday 3 March 
SHCMS Finance Advisory Committe, 6:30pm

Tuesday 4 March 
Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday 5 March 
Ash Wednesday

Monday 10 March 
ADELAIDE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 11 March–Friday 14 March 
Camp Week, Year 7, 8 and 9

Tuesday 25 March 
SHCMS Council Meeting, 7pm

Thursday 10 April 
Good News Assembly, 9am 
END OF TERM 1

Friday 11 April 
School Formation & :earning Day 
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND

Friday 18 April 
Good Friday

Sunday 20 April 
Easter Sunday

Friday 25 April 
ANZAC Day

Monday 28 April 
School Formation & Learning Day 
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND

Tuesday  29 April 
FIRST DAY TERM 2 
Year 8/9 Immunizations, 8:50 am

Monday 5 May 
SHCMS Finance Advisory Committee

Tuesday 13 May 
SHCMS Council Meeting, 7 pm

From the Head of SHCMS 
Dear Parents/Carers

Parent Teacher Interviews
Early next week you will receive the following letter that outlines some changes to our first 
Parent Teacher Interview process. Please take time to read the letter and begin to book time 
slots to meet your son’s Homeroom Teacher.

I am writing to you in regards to some changes to our formal Parent Teacher Interview process 
and format for 2014. Traditionally these interviews have been held in Term 2, however this year 
we will be inviting parents/carers to attend these interviews in Term 1 during Week 6 (Monday 
3 March from 3.30pm–8.00pm and Wednesday 5 March 3.30pm–6.00pm.) We believe that it is 
very important to communicate more formally earlier in the year after a brief ‘settling in’ period 
has finished.

The primary purpose of the first interview is really to provide you with an opportunity to 
meet more formally your son’s homeroom teacher to discuss the adjustments he is making to 
adapt to the expectations of his particular year level. In a pastoral sense, your son’s homeroom 
teacher is really the first ‘go to’ person in supporting his needs. This will also provide you with 
a good opportunity to pass on any information regarding your son’s learning needs (pastoral 
and academic) to his homeroom teacher. You will also have the opportunity to meet one or 
two of his key literacy and numeracy teachers (Mathematics, Science, English, Languages, 
Geography/History) however, more academic and module-based interviews will occur after 
the first semester report has been distributed. Please also be aware that you can meet with 
your son’s teachers and discuss any issues or concerns you may have regarding your son at any 
time throughout the school year. The easiest way to contact your son’s teachers is via email. We 
value the partnership between home and school and the staff here at SHCMS are more than 
happy to accommodate any needs you may have.

Our interview time slots are 10 minutes in duration and we strongly encourage your son to be 
part of this conversation as he is integral in shaping his own learning.

Booking times are completed online through the PTO program – login details/instructions 
will be sent home with your son. I would encourage all parents/carers to book a time to see 
your son’s homeroom teacher. Given that our key literacy and numeracy teachers are also 
homeroom teachers, priority will be given to the students in their class for interview times.

Please contact the school if you require any further information about this process. Looking 
forward to meeting you all soon.

Year 6 Camp
Last week I had the pleasure of attending the Year 6 Camp at Wellington (El Shaddai Camping 
Centre) and I would like to congratulate both the boys and the staff for their organisation, 
participation and enthusiasm in regards to all matters relating to camp. We have 162 Year 6 
students this year – all new to Sacred Heart College MIddle School – and as I mentioned to the 
boys, many of them are at the very beginning of developing lifelong friends as they begin the 
journey with us. The positive way in which we treat each other and look after each other is a 
strong element of the ethos of the College and this was certainly evident on the camps.

Chromebooks
I would like to thank everyone for their patience last week as we rolled out nearly 700 
Chromebooks – special thanks to our IT department (Mr. Dan Scali and Mr. Sam Phillips) and 
our Library staff (Ms Deb Rischin, Mrs Kathleen Slegers and Mrs Vanita Cooper) for their fine 
efforts in the administration, distribution and connection to the internet of the machines. Like 
anything new and on this scale, there are bound to be some “teething” problems as we move 
forward. 

The staff at SHCMS are excited about access to the new technology and are already 
redesigning certain aspects of the curriculum to accommodate the sharing of documents and 
the use of Google Apps. Can you please take the time to ensure that your son fully understands 
that he is responsible for their safe use, storage, transport and charging. If a Chromebook has 
any issue or damage that occurs outside of the warranty, then it can be fixed via school (e.g. 
damaged screen) however this will incur the normal cost to fix the damage and or replace as 
required. 

Year 7–9 Camps
Please be aware that information regarding the upcoming Camps, Years 7–9 will be 
disseminated soon. Our Year 7 cohort visit Canberra, while students in Years 8 and 9 have some
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CHAPEL MASSES

You are invited to join us each Monday and 
Friday for Mass in our School Chapel at 8:55am 
and for a cuppa afterwards. Three Masses 
are held in the Hall – The Welcome Mass, 
Feast of Sacred Heart and Celebration of the 
Assumption. If you or the boys’ grandparents 
(or any other family members or friends) 
would like to join this group, you’d be most 
welcome. Just come.

SOUTHERN CROSS NEWSPAPER

The Southern Cross will no longer be making 
hard copies of the newspaper available to 
schools. 

The Southern Cross can be accessed via 
the  electronic link to the Southern Cross 
newspaper which is:  
www.thesoutherncross.org.au  

Should you not have access to the internet 
please purchase a copy of the Southern Cross 
Newspaper for $2 from your nearest Mass 
centre (Annual subscription $30 per year for 
one monthly copy or $58 for two years). Other 
options would be to electronically access the 
Southern Cross through your local community 
or school library.

If you have any queries please contact the 
Catholic Communications Office on 8210 8117 
or email cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au

CESA COMMUNITY NEWS

Please find below the latest and previous 
editions of CESA Community News, a 
newsletter for Catholic education in South 
Australia. The purpose of the newsletter is to 
provide news on educational initiatives and 
directions in our schools and to highlight some 
of our achievements.

Visit the following website for the latest and 
previous editions of the CESA Community 
News: http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news

CATHFAMILY

CathFamily is a web site dedicated to assisting 
families in making the home the living heart 
of the church. As a church, we have benefited 
over the centuries from simple home-based 
rituals to provide practical faith experiences for 
our children. 

Visit the website for the latest and previous 
editions of the Catholic Family magazine: 
http://cathfamily.org

For your Reflection…
Jennifer Callanan Assistant Principal,  Religious Identity and Mission

‘The way we love is what matters most!’  
Pausing to notice and say thank you is one of the ways that we love!

During the recent Year 6 Camp there was much excitement with the boys. After only a few days 
at their new school they were off to camp, enjoying a range of activities and more particularly 
getting to know each other and creating new friends. For many, these new friendships will last 
a life time. 

At the end of each day the boys gathered in a large circle in the camp hall. In the centre of the 
hall was a coloured cloth with a pile of wood collected from the nearby gum trees. The wood 
formed an imaginary camp fire. These once rowdy young boys gathered in silence as if around 
a fire and they were invited to think over the day and recall something new they had done and 
enjoyed and were thankful for.  After significant silence the boys were invited to share their 
gratitude with the following:

‘God of Love, today I (and they added in their activity) and I say thank you because (and they 
added in their reason).’

At the conclusion of each prayer all the boys responded: Thank you God.

We know that it is important to pause from time-to-time throughout our day, look back and 
name those moments we are grateful for. These young boys certainly have that capacity and 
will continue to grow in their experiences of reflection and expressing gratitude. 

From the Head of SHCMS continued from page 2
element of choice in the camps they participate in. Camps run in Week 7 from Tuesday 11–
Friday 14 March. 

After the completion of the camps I will be seeking feedback from staff, students and parents/
carers via a survey that will be made available to everyone. I am keen to review all of our camps 
to ensure that we are meeting the needs and rationale behind the camping programs as well 
as ensuring we are connecting with the curriculum.

Staff Professional Development
In coming newsletters I will be discussing the direction staff are undertaking in terms of whole-
school professional development. This year we have again been fortunate enough to receive 
funding from Catholic Education SA which allows us the services of a literacy and teaching/
learning consultant. Throughout 2013 we worked on an identified problem of practice, 
collecting data through observations and co-planning sessions. 

We look forward to continuing this work both as a whole staff and within our KLAT (Key 
Learning Area) Teams. Have a great week and try to keep cool!

Kind regards

Tim Mullin

http://www.thesoutherncross.org.au
mailto:cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au
http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news
http://cathfamily.org
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KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE INTRANET 

The College’s Intranet is available as part 
of our ongoing commitment to improving 

communication channels with  
members of our community.  

Visit: https://intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au 

Login details have been sent to all families. 
Please contact the College  

if you have any queries. Friday 21 
Wendy Bottroff 
Robyn Moran 
Tracey Vinall

Monday 24 
Cheryl Green 
Brooke McDonald

Tuesday 25 
Abi Burke 
Alison Hunter

Tuck Shop     Robyn Flowers, Canteen Manager

Hours: 10:30 am – 1:30 pm 
(approximately)
Many thanks for your 
generous offers of help. 
While it is very important 
you attend on your rostered 
days, if because of sickness or 
some other cause, you cannot 
attend I would appreciate you 
trying to arrange a substitute 
yourself. However, if this is not 
possible, please ring on 8275 
5929.

February 
Monday 17 
Rebecca Keain 
Debbie Mathews

Tuesday 18 
Amanda Tiswell

Wednesday 19 
Fiona Richardson 
Erica Stewart

Thursday 20 
Maria Skipworth 
Cathy Keogh

Wednesday 26 
Di Barnes 
Julie Schar

Thursday 27 
Rosemary Brinn 
Emma Martin

Friday 28 
Andrew Gluyas 
Helen Dimech 
Stefanie May 
Sue Forster

Year 8 & 9 Camps 
Preparation is well underway for the Year 8 and 9 camps. Students have been provided with 
information at their year level assembly and they have been issued with a camp information 
booklet which contains a selection form. We ask that you take the time to read the 
information contained within the booklet and discuss the camp options with your child. 

Camp offerings for this year in Year 8 and 9 are:

Year 8: Roonka – River and land activities; Hindmarsh Island – Aquatics; Douglas Scrub –  Land 
activities.

Year 9: Pt Hughes – Fishing; Victor Harbor – Golf; Robe – Surfing; Murray Bridge – Water skiing; 
Kuitpo Forest – Mountain Biking; Clayton Bay – Adventure.

Take note that not all students can be given their first choice, so making the right decision on 
choosing other preferences is as important as the first choice. Choices on camps should be 
made on interests rather than friendship groups. 

Camp lists will be finalised this week and camp meetings will be organised late next week 
where students will be issued with an information booklet and consent/agreement forms. 
These documents need to be completed and returned to school promptly so that camp 
preparations can be finalised.

Camps provide an opportunity for students to move out of their “comfort zone” and possibly 
try something new. Similarly, camps provide an opportunity for students to meet new people 
and make new friends. Camps build resilience, resourcefulness and responsibility. Students 
develop communication and leadership skills and are given opportunities to develop a sense 
of others and a respect for the environment and the outdoors. 

Participating in a school camp has always been a favourite feature of the school calendar and 
form memorable moments that are shared for years to come. At our College we endeavour to 
ensure that camps are a memorable, fulfilling and safe experience for our students.

Joe Millemaci
Director of Students

Sacred Heart College Middle School 

College Tour
Tuesday 25 February at 9:15am

Witness our contemporary learning and teaching program  
designed specifically for boys in Years 6 to 9

You are invited to join the Head of SHCMS and Senior Staff on one of our  
guided tours and witness our commitment to ensuring that school learning 

experiences are designed to assist boys achieve personal excellence in academic, 
cultural, spiritual, social and sporting pursuits.  

If you would like to join a tour, contact us on 8276 7877 to confirm your booking.

https://intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au
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DONATION OF SACRED HEART COLLEGE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

We are looking for donations of good quality 
second hand uniforms. We are especially 
looking for blazers, shorts and trousers, sports 
shorts, tops and trackpants and bags. 

If you can help, please drop them at the 
Middle School’s Front Office, many thanks.

Year 6 Camp – El Shaddai, Wellington
The Year 6 students embarked on their first SHCMS camp experience on the banks of the 
Murray River in Wellington in their second week here at the Middle School. The focus of the 
few days was all about risk taking, forming relationships with peers, stepping outside one’s 
comfort zone, and challenging themselves. The boys have only been part of the Sacred Heart 
community for a few days and the camp provided a great opportunity for the students to get 
to know each other in a fun activity-filled environment. Here are a few pictures of the boys 
enjoying the various activities showcased throughout the week.

Ben Dray 
Camp Coordinator

TRI-SCHOOLS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located at the rear of Sacred Heart College 
Senior School, Scarborough Street, Somerton 
Park. MasterCard, Visa Card and EFTPOS 
available. Direct telephone (08) 8350 2586.  
Second-hand uniforms; Neat, clean, current 
uniforms are accepted for re-sale during shop 
hours.

Normal Term Times from 29 January
Mon  3.00 – 5.00 pm
Tues        1.00 – 6.00 pm
Wed        8.00am – 12 noon
Thurs      1.00 – 6.00 pm

FEDERATION NEWS

Go to http://www.parentfederation.
catholic.edu.au and follow the links for the 
latest edition of ‘Federation News’. This is 
the quarterly newsletter for parents from 
the Federation of Catholic School Parent 
Communities. Find out more about:

> Basic tips to support your child’s learning
>  Tips for ‘surviving’  Year 12
>  Charter for Parents in Catholic Schools SA
>  Preventing adolescent alcohol misuse
>  Welcome package for families joining a 

Catholic school community
>  Federation’s statement on the Royal 

Commission
>  Update on funding for schooling
>  Latest research on the benefits of parental 

engagement in children’s learning
> Dare to Parent!
>  Joining our on-line community on 

Facebook
>  “The Transition Tightrope’ by Angie Wilcock 

– book review
> Positive Partnership Parent/Carer 

workshops
>  Workshops for Parents offered by the 

Federation

http://www.parentfederation.catholic.edu.au
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Year 9 Swimming Carnival
Friday 7 February saw the Year 9 student cohort making 
their annual trek down to the Marion Swimming Centre to 
compete in their swimming carnival. This is a great day out 
where students compete in both regular swimming events 
as well as team novelty events, earning points for their 
houses while challenging themselves in a different arena 
and building on their house spirit.

It was swimmer versus swimmer; house versus house 
competing in the pool; to claim an early victory and 
bragging rights amongst their peers. Competition was 
tight throughout the entire day, to the point where the 
overall victorious house was not determined until the 
points were tallied for the final event. Final standings were 
as follows: 1st: Marist; 2nd: Montagne; 3rd: Le Rosey; Equal 4th: Joseph/Champagnat; 5th: 
Marcellin; 6th: Lavalla; 7th: Chanel.

Congratulations to all students, parents, carers and teachers involved. Special mention needs 
to be made to Cooper Heath who took out the overall individual swimming prize.

Through the organised guidance of David Crouch, the day ran smoothly and fun was had by all 
involved. It was great to see students pushing themselves, supporting others and representing 
both their house and their College with pride, making the day a huge success.

Deb King 
Oh behalf of the Year 9 Team

Student Absences
If a student is absent from school due to 
sickness or any other reason, parents/carers 
are asked to notify the College by phone, 
through the Absentee Line, or by SMS 
before 9:30 am. 

Student Absentee Line: 
8275 5907     
SMS: 0428 937 348 

Students not in attendance at morning roll 
call must sign the register at the Front Office 
upon arrival. 

Leaving School Premises During School 
Hours: A note is required for permission 
to leave the school premises during school 
hours. This note should be shown to the 
Homeroom Teacher. 

Students must sign out in the register at 
the Front Office before being collected by a 
responsible adult.
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ELECTRIFICATION OF ADELAIDE’S RAIL 
NETWORK

The infrastructure program forms part of 
the State Government’s unprecedented and 
ongoing investment in public transport. 
Together with the delivery of Australia’s 
most modern and safest new train fleet, an 
electrified network will result in a vastly more 
modern, environmentally friendly and efficient 
train service. The electrification of the southern 
rail network involves installing masts and 
overhead wires along more than 37km of track 
between Adelaide and Seaford (including the 
Tonsley line).

Catching a train at the station
The new electric trains will look and sound 
different to current diesel trains so you will 
need to familiarise yourself with how these 
new trains operate. If you follow the usual 
safety precautions needed at any train station 
you will be safe. It is important to stand behind 
the yellow tactiles because the new trains will 
be quieter and faster and may not be stopping 
at all stations.

Always use the dedicated pedestrian footpaths 
to access railway stations.

If you have children make sure they are aware 
of the dangers of the electrical wires. Makes 
sure they know not to play or walk near the 
train tracks.

Only cross at level crossings and at recognised 
pedestrian crossings. Don’t take shortcuts 
along or across the railway tracks.

The presence of overhead wires means 
changes for some road users at level crossings, 
with the introduction of height restrictions at 
level crossings on Adelaide’s roads within the 
electrified network.

Electric rail services are coming to Adelaide in 
2013/2014. You should:
·  Continue to use the rail network responsibly.
·  Understand any changed conditions arising 

from an electrified rail system.
·  Stay Switched On when you interact with 

the rail network.

Further information
If you have any questions about the 
electrification project please:

· call 1800 644 735

· email dpti.electrification@sa.gov.au
· www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au/RR 

Last day of Term 1 – Thursday 10 April 2014
We ask families to be aware that the last day of Term 1 this year is on Thursday 10 April. Our 
Good News Assembly will also be on this day in the Marist Hall from 9am.

Friday 11 April is a School Formation and Learning Day. Schools are allocated a certain 
number of days where professional development/faith formation can be offered to all staff 
and the planning of these days is done with our school community in mind. Students do not 
attend school on these days.

Concussion
A concussion is a brain injury – all 
concussions are serious.  Most concussions 
occur without loss of consciousness and 
can seem minor.  Recognition and proper 
response to concussions when they first 
occur can help prevent further injury or 
long-term problems. 

Children and teens are more likely to suffer concussion and take longer to recover than adults.

Information is available for parents, carers, students and coaches through our school intranet 
https://www.intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au

Login: families
Password: shcms
Domain: Local

Move your mouse over the Curriculum Ext. Activities menu and click on the Coaches and 
Volunteers drop-down menu.

Fiona Rixon 
WHS Coordinator 

Ediary. Parent/Carer Sign In
At this stage most students have signed into and are making use of their electronic diary. 
Access to the eDiary is gained on their Chromebooks or from any device though the URL 
shcms.myediary.com.au.

Over the next week we will be rolling out invitations via email to parents/carers to join their 
son’s electronic diary. By following the link you will be invited to sign in and enter a password. 
This will enable you to gain access directly to your son’s eDiary and monitor homework. This 
can be done from any device at anytime.

Teachers will be entering details of homework, assignments and deadlines. Once entered 
students are unable to delete the entry. 

Once again we encourage parents/carers to support their son(s) in their organisation and 
learning by monitoring the eDiary on a regular basis. The use of the electronic diary is 
compulsory and teachers will be monitoring students’ use of the diary.

We hope that the use of an electronic diary will encourage 
students to better use a diary as a means to organise their 
homework and assignment deadlines. 

Communication that was normally done through the 
printed diary is now done through email. Or if you wish 
notes can still be entered directly into your son’s eDiary.

I would appreciate any questions that you have regarding 
the eDiary and will endeavour to answer common 
questions in the next newsletter. Email your questions to  
jmillemaci@shcms.sa.edu.au

Joe Millemaci
Director of Students

mailto:dpti.electrification@sa.gov.au
http://www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au/RR
https://www.intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au
mailto:jmillemaci@shcms.sa.edu.au
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To bring up children properly we must love them; we must love them all equally.

SACRED SIGHTS 4WD TOUR  
10 Year Anniversary

28 April 2014–2 May 2014 

Don’t miss out only four space’s 
left, get in quick!

This event has been organised primarily as 
a fund raiser for the Sacred Heart College 
Foundation with a strong focus on fun, 
adventure and social interaction with just a 
touch of competition between those fortunate 
enough to be taking part in the event. You 
will meet a few of the numerous outback 
characters that live in the isolated parts of 
our great State that most people rarely, if 
ever, have the opportunity to meet, whilst 
camping or swagging in some fantastic, 
isolated locations and enjoying true country 
hospitality.

Find out each morning where you are going, 
play darts, golf and other games, and spend 
each evening with catered food in a bush 
setting.

Entry fee (vehicle spot) of $1200 are tax 
deductible. Food levy $450 per person. Vehicle 
spot must be booked and paid by end of 
February, with food levy by end of March.

Contact Jane Ping, Foundation & Old 
Collegians Association, Telephone: 8350 2590 
or email: jane.ping@shcs.sa.edu.au

Sponsorship is also available at a cost of 
$1,000. If you are interested in sponsoring the 
event, please contact Ed Keenan on 0418 824 
416 for further details.

Cyber Safety at School and at Home
Parents/Carers play a critical role in developing knowledge, understanding and ethics around 
their child’s safety and safe practices regardless of the time of day. Child protection education, 
such as the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum includes information about remaining 
safe when using new technologies and is provided to all students.

The measures to ensure the cyber safety of Sacred Heart College Middle School (SHCMS) 
students are based on our core values. To assist us to enhance learning through the safe 
use of information and communication technologies (ICTs), and as a part of the College’s 
approach to e-Learning, we invite you to discuss with your child(ren) the following strategies 
to help them stay safe when using ICT at school and at home:
•	 Log on only with your own user name and password and do not allow anyone else to use 

your name and password.
•	 Keep passwords private.
•	 Use the internet/intranet, email, mobile phones or any ICT equipment only for positive 

purposes, not to be mean, rude or offensive, or to bully, harass, or in any way harm anyone 
else, or the school itself, even if it is meant as a joke.

•	 Only open emails that are addressed to you and only send or open appropriate written/
picture attachments.

•	 Attempt to search for things online while at school or at home that you know are 
acceptable to the College (this would exclude anything that is rude or violent or uses 
unacceptable language such as swearing).

•	 If you find anything that upsets you, is mean or rude, or that you know is not acceptable at 
our school or at home:
•	 do not show others
•	 turn off the screen
•	 get a teacher or parent/carer straight away

•	 Ask your teacher’s,  parent’s or carer’s permission before you put any personal information 
online including any of the following:
•	 your full name
•	 your address
•	 your e-mail address
•	 your phone number(s)
•	 photos of yourself and/or people close to you

The overall goal of Sacred Heart College Middle School is to create and maintain a cyber-
safety culture that is in keeping with our values and with legislative and professional 
obligations. Material sent and received using the SHCMS network may be monitored and 
filtering and/or monitoring software may be used to restrict access to certain sites and data, 
including email. 

While every reasonable effort is made by school administrators to prevent children’s exposure 
to inappropriate content when using the College’s online services, it is not possible to 
completely eliminate the risk of such exposure. In particular, SHCMS cannot filter Internet 
content accessed by your child from home, from other locations away from school or on 
mobile devices owned by your child. SHCMS recommends the use of appropriate internet 
filtering software. More information about internet filtering can be found on the following 
websites: 

Australian Communications and Media Authority: http://www.acma.gov.au; 

Kids Helpline: http://www.kidshelp.com.au

Think you Know: http://www.thinkuknow.org.au

Bullying No Way: http://www.bullyingnoway.com.au
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http://www.acma.gov.au
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