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From the Principal…
Dear members of the Sacred Heart College Middle School Community

Terms of Reference
In the previous newsletter the membership of the Sacred Heart College Futures Steering Committee 
was provided. The terms of reference for the Committee have now been finalised and these are as 
follows:

Terms of Reference:
Re: The most appropriate governance structure for Sacred Heart Senior and Sacred Heart Middle 
School into the future

1 Investigate the current relationship between the two Colleges with regard to:
•	 Faith Formation opportunities for the students, staff and the wider community, including 

relationships with the local parish communities. 
•	 Teaching and Learning experiences and the development of effective programs for 

students.
•	 Pastoral wellbeing of all members of the Sacred Heart Senior and Sacred Heart Middle 

School communities.
•	 Co curricula offerings for all students.
•	 Financial sustainability of the two schools into the future:

- Capital and Recurrent
- Fee structures

•	 Relationships with Government and Education authorities and organisations.

2  Explore what Governance/Organisational/Leadership structures would best serve the above. 
Options that are quite different from the current structures may be considered.

3  Consider external factors that bear upon any possible changes, including but not limited to:
•	 Archdiocesan community and parental preferences for the future of Catholic education 

provision in South West region.
•	 Implications of any possible changes to SA primary/secondary structures.
•	 Preferences of feeder parishes and parish schools.
•	 Demographic projections.

4  Provide a recommendation to the National Director of Marist Schools Australia for the future by 
June 30.

The first meeting will be on Monday 3 March, 2014 whereby an action plan will be constructed to 
ensure that the necessary consultations occur and the required data is gathered. The meetings 
will be shared across both schools. Whilst the time-frame seems tight it needs to be such so that 
any decision requiring appointments for 2015 can commence during the optimal period of Term 
3, 2014. There is also an understandable need for certainty in regards to the most appropriate 
governance structure for Sacred Heart College Middle and Senior Schools. Let the dialogue begin!

As always, the community will be kept informed via the newsletter. However, please feel free to 
approach me for an informal discussion as many parents/carers have already done. Last Saturday’s 
first day of Summer Sport provided not only a pleasant start to many of the competitions delayed 
due to extreme weather conditions in recent weeks, but also an opportunity to meet many families 
from across the Sacred Heart ‘family’. Hopefully, this will continue for the rest of the term!

Kind regards

Steve Byrne

 

A Catholic School in the Marist Tradition
28 Percy Avenue Mitchell Park SA 5043
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Diary Dates
Monday 3 March 
SHCMS Finance Advisory Committe, 6:30 pm 
Parent/Teacher Interviews, 3:30–8:00 pm

Tuesday 4 March 
Shrove Tuesday

Wednesday 5 March 
Ash Wednesday 
Parent/Teacher Interviews, 3:30–6:00 pm

Friday 7 March 
Homeroom 8.8. Chpel Mass, 9 am

Monday 10 March 
ADELAIDE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 11 March–Friday 14 March 
Camp Week, Year 7, 8 and 9

Monday 17 March 
Parishioner’s Mass, 9 am

Friday 21 March 
Homeroom 8.9 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Monday 24 March 
Homeroom 8.10 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Tuesday 25 March 
SHCMS Council Meeting, 7pm

Friday 28 March 
Homeroom 8.11 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Monday 31 March 
Homeroom 8.12 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Friday 4 April 
Homeroom 8.13 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Monday 7 April 
Homeroom 8.14 Chapel Mass, 9 am

Thursday 10 April 
Good News Assembly, 9 am 
END OF TERM 1

Friday 11 April 
School Formation & Learning Day 
STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND

Friday 18 April 
Good Friday

Sunday 20 April 
Easter Sunday

Friday 25 April 
ANZAC Day

From the Head of SHCMS 
Dear Parents/Carers

I hope you are enjoying the pleasant weather after the excessive heat and rain. On Saturday 
I visited several locations to watch our boys in “action” as they competed in their various 
curriculum extension activities. As usual, all matches were played in a healthy, competitive  
spirit and it was encouraging to see so many parents/carers supporting and getting involved 
in the life of the school. As I mentioned in my last newsletter our Learning Support Team is 
in great need of volunteers to assist some of our students who have some specific learning 
needs. Basic training can be provided by the College. If you are interested or know someone 
who might be interested in supporting the College in this capacity and would like to know 
more then please don’t hesitate to contact our Learning Support Coordinator, Mr Sean Perry 
(sperry@shcms.sa.edu.au) Most commitments might be as little as 1–2 hours per week.

Parent Teacher Interviews
Please note that you should have received a letter with login/booking details for our two 
Parent Teacher Interview meetings being held this Monday 3rd and Wednesday 4th March. 
These meetings are a great way to meet your son’s homeroom teachers and other subject-
based teachers. I look forward to meeting many of you at some stage next week. Effective 
communication between home and school is extremely important in enhancing the education 
of your son and reinforces the values of partnership and community. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact the school directly or individual teachers (best via email) if there are areas you need to 
discuss. 

Chromebooks and connecting to the Internet at home
Over the last couple of weeks, some families have been asking about connecting their son’s 
Chromebook to their own wireless network at home. Please see page 5 for more information.

Camps
Its nearly that time of Year (Week 7 Term 1) when our Years 7, 8 and 9 cohorts head off to camp. 
Please make sure your son has returned all completed forms to school. At the completion of 
the camps I will be seeking your feedback in relation to some set criteria around yours and 
your son’s experience of the camping program. 

When you receive the camp booklet, please take the time to go through it thoroughly with 
your son to ensure that he is as organised as possible and that all clothing and equipment is 
clearly labelled.

School Office Hours and Duty of Care
Please note the following in relation to official SHCMS “School Hours” as referenced in our 
College Handbook. 
•	 Students should not be on the school premises before 8:00 am.
•	 Supervision is provided in the Marcellin Resource Centre from 8:20 am.
•	 Supervision in the school grounds is provided from 8:20 am.
•	 The Marcellin Resource Centre closes at 4:00 pm.
•	 Supervision is provided during CEA trainings until 4:30 pm.
•	 The Finance Office closes at 4:00 pm daily.
•	 The Front Office is closed at 4:30 pm.  

As a College, we cannot provide adequate duty of care/supervision for your son before 8:00 am 
and after 4:30 pm. It is very important that we adhere to these hours to ensure that the proper 
care of your son occurs. If there are extenuating circumstances in terms of picking up/dropping 
off your son, please phone the school so that alternative arrangements can be organised. 

Have a great week.

Kind regards

Tim Mullin

Last day of Term 1 – Thursday 10 April 2014

We ask families to be aware that the last day of Term 1 this year is on Thursday 10 April. Our 
Good News Assembly will also be on this day in the Marist Hall from 9 am.

Friday 11 April is a School Formation and Learning Day. Schools are allocated a certain 
number of days where professional development/faith formation can be offered to all staff 
and the planning of these days is done with our school community in mind. Students do not 
attend school on these days.

mailto:sperry@shcms.sa.edu.au
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CHAPEL MASSES

You are invited to join us each Monday and 
Friday for Mass in our School Chapel at 8:55am 
and for a cuppa afterwards. Three Masses 
are held in the Hall – The Welcome Mass, 
Feast of Sacred Heart and Celebration of the 
Assumption. If you or the boys’ grandparents 
(or any other family members or friends) 
would like to join this group, you’d be most 
welcome. Just come.

SOUTHERN CROSS NEWSPAPER

The Southern Cross will no longer be making 
hard copies of the newspaper available to 
schools. 

The Southern Cross can be accessed via 
the  electronic link to the Southern Cross 
newspaper which is:  
www.thesoutherncross.org.au  

Should you not have access to the internet 
please purchase a copy of the Southern Cross 
Newspaper for $2 from your nearest Mass 
centre (Annual subscription $30 per year for 
one monthly copy or $58 for two years). Other 
options would be to electronically access the 
Southern Cross through your local community 
or school library.

If you have any queries please contact the 
Catholic Communications Office on 8210 8117 
or email cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au

CESA COMMUNITY NEWS

Please find below the latest and previous 
editions of CESA Community News, a 
newsletter for Catholic education in South 
Australia. The purpose of the newsletter is to 
provide news on educational initiatives and 
directions in our schools and to highlight some 
of our achievements.

Visit the following website for the latest and 
previous editions of the CESA Community 
News: http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news

CATHFAMILY

CathFamily is a web site dedicated to assisting 
families in making the home the living heart 
of the church. As a church, we have benefited 
over the centuries from simple home-based 
rituals to provide practical faith experiences for 
our children. 

Visit the website for the latest and previous 
editions of the Catholic Family magazine: 
http://cathfamily.org

For your Reflection…
Jennifer Callanan Assistant Principal, Religious Identity and Mission

Celebrating the beginning of Lent –  
Ash Wednesday March 5

‘Have life and have it to the full.’ Jn10:10

On Wednesday March 5, each year level 
will join with people all over the world to 
pause in ritual to celebrate the beginning 
of the Church’s season of Lent  with the 
liturgy of Ash Wednesday. 

The year the Caritas Australia Theme for 
2014 is taken from John’s Gospel, ‘Have 
life and have it to the full.’ Jn10:10 This 
short quote sums up God’s dream for all 
people of the world. 

As we begin Lent, we are reminded to 
pause and reflect on our lives and how 
we are responding to our call to care for 
our fellow human beings.  We are also 
reminded of our Christian imperative to 
pray, fast and give to those in need.

Our fasting in real terms may well mean gaining some perspective in our lives, regaining 
balance and keeping our excesses in check. Fasting from criticism, fasting from gossip, fasting 
from a negative outlook, fasting from waste, fasting from blaming and the list goes on.

We are called to feast on reflection, respect for self and others, right relationship with our God,  
our responsibility for our fellow human beings and much more.

What will your fasting look like this Lent so that you and others may have life and have life to 
the full!

God of Love,
You want all people to have life and have it 
to the full.
Many people are facing ongoing difficulties 
because of natural disasters. 
Through Project Compassion may our 
support enable people to build a hope-filled 
and secure life.
God of Love, hear us
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

God of Love,
You want all people to have life and have it 
to the full.
Many indigenous people in our world are 
not treated with respect. Through Project 
Compassion may our support show our 
indigenous brothers and sisters  that we 
stand in solidarity with their lives and culture.   
God of Love, hear us.
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

God of Love,
Jesus told us that the way we love is what 
matters most.
May I give to others through a smile, a 
generous act or offering help without being 
asked.
God of Love, hear us.
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

We share some of the Prayers of 
Intercession that will be prayed during 
our Ash Wednesday Liturgy:

God of Love,
You want all people to have life and have it 
to the full.
May the choices I make today contribute 
positively to lives of those around me.
God of Love, hear us.
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

God of Love,
You want all people to have life and have it 
to the full.
May I become familiar with the lives of my 
brothers and sisters around the world who 
struggle with the basic necessities.
May I show compassion and generosity.
God of Love, hear us.
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

God of Love,
You want all people to have life and have it 
to the full.
May I appreciate the positives in my life 
and work towards equality for all people.
God of Love, hear us.
Resp: God of Love, hear our prayer.

http://www.thesoutherncross.org.au
mailto:cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au
http://www.cesa.catholic.edu.au/news
http://cathfamily.org


Page 4

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE INTRANET 

The Middle School’s Intranet is available as 
part of our ongoing commitment to improving 

communication channels with  
members of our community.  

Visit: https://intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au 

Login details have been sent to all families. 
Please contact the College  

if you have any queries. Thursday 6 
Rosemary Brinn 
Pauline Grear

Friday 7 
Vicki Kimotho 
Marisa De Luca

Monday 10–14 
Camp Week – helpers 
not required.

Tuck Shop     Robyn Flowers, Canteen Manager

Hours: 10:30 am – 1:30 pm (approximately)
Many thanks for your generous offers of help. 
While it is very important you attend on your 
rostered days, if because of sickness or some 
other cause, you cannot attend I would appreciate 
you trying to arrange a substitute yourself. 
However, if this is not possible, please ring on 
8275 5929.

March 
Monday 3 
Gabby Bates 
Jodie Ffrench

Tuesday 4 
Sue Bailey 
Jennifer O’Connor

Wednesday 5 
Carolyn Constable 
Jodie Huttunen

Principal’s Tour

A Marist Year 10-12 Coeducational School

MONDAY 17th MARCH 2014
9.00 am

The Principal, Mr Steve Byrne, invites you to  
tour the College. Walk around our extensive grounds  

and learn about our educational programs,  
which celebrates a Marist tradition  
of education that began in 1897.

A Guided Tour will depart from Paringa Hall at 9.10 am  
and conclude around 10.30 am with morning tea  

in the Parlour of Paringa Hall.

Sacred Heart College Senior
Brighton Road, Somerton Park SA 5044

 Telephone: 08 8294 2988
 Facsimile: 08 8295 8461
 Email: deborah.hearl@shcs.sa.edu.au

Friends of Music Evening
Thank you to all of the parents/carers who attended the Friends of Music Evening last Thursday. 
It was an excellent opportunity for you to meet your son’s instrumental and ensemble teachers 
who will play an important role in your son’s musical education this year. It was also a chance 
for you to gain information about the music program and performance opportunities for the 
year.

If you have any other questions please do not hesitate to contact your son’s instrumental 
teacher directly. Alternatively I can be contacted via email mkozlowski@shcms.sa.edu.au or 
telephone 8276 7877. 

The instrumental teachers and I look forward to working in partnership with you and your sons 
to ensure that each of them are provided with opportunities to be successful in their musical 
studies. 

Music Ensembles 2014
All music ensembles have commenced for 2014. Please check the times and venues for your 
rehearsals. 

The expectation is that you are prompt to your rehearsal, bring your music and your 
instrument. 

Stage Band with Meagan Kozlowski – Thursday 3:30pm-4:30pm in the Keyboard Lab
Groove Squad with Meagan Kozlowski – Wednesday 8:00am-8:40am in the Keyboard Lab
Guitar Ensemble with Matt Hellak – Wednesday Lunch Time in the Kavanagh Room
Guitar Ensemble with Neil Christopher – Wednesday Lunch Time in the Keyboard Lab
Festival Choir with Antonietta Caruana – Thursday 8:15am- 9:00am in the MPC
Woodwind Ensemble with Vanessa Saba – Thursday 8:25am-9:00am in the Keyboard Lab
Drum Corp with Paul Lewis – Wednesday Lunch Time in the MPC
Drum Line with Paul Lewis – Tuesday Lunch Time in the MPC
Rock Band with Luke Lendrum – Friday Lunch Time in the Keyboard Lab

Please don’t hesitate to contact me via email or phone if you have any questions.  

email: mkozlowski@shcms.sa.edu.au or telephone 8276 7877.

Meagan Kozlowski 
Music CEA & Performing Arts Coordinator 

Homework Club 2014
This year the homework support times are Monday & Tuesday mornings  

from 7:30 to 8:30 supervised by Mrs Jenny Johnson and Wednesday & Friday  
afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 supervised by Mrs Yvonne Brown. 

Homework Club is not a club as such but an opportunity for boys to get support with 
homework or simply to have a structured time to complete assessment tasks. Boys can 
come a couple of times throughout the year when their load is heavy and they need to 

catch up or they can call in each week. Homework club takes place in the library and boys 
are able to access their google drive on the library computers so do not need to use their 

chromebooks while working on their homework. 

https://intranet.shcms.sa.edu.au
mailto:deborah.hearl@shcs.sa.edu.au
mailto:mkozlowski@shcms.sa.edu.au
mailto:mkozlowski@shcms.sa.edu.au
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Chromebooks and Connecting 
to the Internet at Home Using 
Wireless Technology
The Chromebook connects to the internet in exactly 
the same way as any other device e.g. laptop, 
iPad or a desktop machine. 

Some tips (from our IT Department) for the 
different ways you can connect your Chromebook at home 
using wireless technology are as follows:
•	 Standard home wireless via wireless access point. Will work with any version of WEP/WPA 

security.
•	 Mobile phone tethering, also called portable hotspot. Most modern phones available over the 

last few years have the option to share 3G/HSDPA. Note: this will count towards mobile plan 
data – be careful when connecting this way as it can become very expensive.

•	 Internet sharing via PC/Laptop with Windows, wireless adapter and internet access. Can be 
used when internet access is via USB dongle.

•	 Public hotspots such as Libraries, McDonalds often provide free wireless connections.

If you have trouble moving between locations and connecting to wireless, it can usually be 
resolved by powering off the device and then on again. When the device is left on and then 
‘awakes’ in a new location, it initially looks for the wireless network it was already connected to.

Think Road Safety – Keeping you 
and your child safe 
Schools are busy areas, where there are often lots of children—who do 
not always understand the danger of roads and vehicles. They attract 
cars, buses, pedestrians, skateboarders, bicyclists and scooter riders. 
Please be aware that skateboards and scooters are not to be riden to 
and from school. It is important that parents teach their children how to 
behave safely when arriving at and leaving the school grounds.

Plan ahead – It is less stressful to plan where you will park and drop off 
or pick up your children.  Give yourself plenty of time to find suitable 
parking once you arrive.

Stay away from the corners of intersections – The space at the end of the block is an inviting 
temptation to the driver looking for parking. However, the corner is intended to provide safety 
to pedestrians, cyclists and motorists with a clear field of vision when using intersections.

Leave bus stops for buses –do not pull into bus stops, even a quick stop blocks the zone, 
forcing bus drivers to unload or load passengers on the street. This is a potential hazard for all 
passengers and adds to congestion for other motorists when the bus is unable to pull into the 
bus stop.

Parking safety tips for drivers
If you choose to park on the roads or streets around our school it is important to follow some 
simple safety rules:
•	 Observe school speed limits – there’s a 25 km zone around schools when children are 

present.
•	 Ensure that children exit their car onto the footpath.
•	 Never call out to your child from the other side of the road, walk across the road and meet 

your children after school.
•	 Try to leave home early to avoid arriving at the busiest times.
•	 Follow the directions of all signs. Do not park in no standing zones or across school entrances.
•	 Park a safe distance from all crossings.
•	 Respect local neighbours and their right to access their driveways and take your litter with 

you.
•	 Always single park (double parking causes accidents and traffic jams).
•	 Try parking a few streets away from the school and walking with your children.
•	 Organise a car pool with other parents. 

Remember that local councils enforce parking regulations and police will take action against 
traffic offences. 

If someone parks a vehicle illegally or dangerously they can be given a fine and their vehicle may 
be towed. You can help keep your children’s school zone safe by reporting badly parked vehicles. 
Contact Marion Council to report an illegally or dangerously parked vehicle. 

DONATION OF SACRED HEART COLLEGE 
MIDDLE SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

We are looking for donations of good quality 
second hand uniforms. We are especially 
looking for blazers, shorts and trousers, sports 
shorts, tops and trackpants and bags. 

If you can help, please drop them at the 
Middle School’s Front Office, many thanks.

TRI-SCHOOLS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located at the rear of Sacred Heart College 
Senior School, Scarborough Street, Somerton 
Park. MasterCard, Visa Card and EFTPOS 
available. Direct telephone (08) 8350 2586.  
Second-hand uniforms; Neat, clean, current 
uniforms are accepted for re-sale during shop 
hours.

Normal Term Times from 29 January
Mon  3.00 – 5.00 pm
Tues        1.00 – 6.00 pm
Wed        8.00am – 12 noon
Thurs      1.00 – 6.00 pm

FEDERATION NEWS

Go to http://www.parentfederation.
catholic.edu.au and follow the links for the 
latest edition of ‘Federation News’. This is 
the quarterly newsletter for parents from 
the Federation of Catholic School Parent 
Communities. Find out more about:

> Basic tips to support your child’s learning
>  Tips for ‘surviving’  Year 12
>  Charter for Parents in Catholic Schools SA
>  Preventing adolescent alcohol misuse
>  Welcome package for families joining a 

Catholic school community
>  Federation’s statement on the Royal 

Commission
>  Update on funding for schooling
>  Latest research on the benefits of parental 

engagement in children’s learning
> Dare to Parent!
>  Joining our on-line community on 

Facebook
>  “The Transition Tightrope’ by Angie Wilcock 

– book review
> Positive Partnership Parent/Carer 

workshops
>  Workshops for Parents offered by the 

Federation

http://www.parentfederation.catholic.edu.au
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Student Absences
If a student is absent from school due to 
sickness or any other reason, parents/carers 
are asked to notify the College by phone, 
through the Absentee Line, or by SMS 
before 9:30 am. 

Student Absentee Line: 
8275 5907     
SMS: 0428 937 348 

Students not in attendance at morning roll 
call must sign the register at the Front Office 
upon arrival. 

Leaving School Premises During School 
Hours: A note is required for permission 
to leave the school premises during school 
hours. This note should be shown to the 
Homeroom Teacher. 

Students must sign out in the register at 
the Front Office before being collected by a 
responsible adult.

 

Sacred Heart College Middle School 
 

28 Percy Avenue  Mitchell Park SA 5043  Tel 08 8276 7877  Fax 08 8374 1619  Email principal@shcms.sa.edu.au  Web www.shcms.sa.edu.au 

A Catholic School in the Marist tradition for boys from Years 6 to 9 

SHCMS responds with ACTION! 
Joining with schools all over Australia 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This year the Whole school is participating in Schools Clean‐up Day and as part of this the Year 8 boys are 
taking part in “Nude Food Day”. They are being asked to bring their lunch or snacks to school in containers, 
or unwrapped on Friday 28 February 2014. 
 
Some examples of “Nude Food” are: 

 Pieces of fruit – eg. Banana, strawberries, apples, grapes  
 Fruit Salad in containers 
 Raw vegetables 
 Sandwiches in lunch boxes without wrapping 
 Muffins without paper 
 Rice crackers and biscuits unwrapped 
 Dried fruit 

 
The students will be spending the first 10 minutes of lunch eating in their classroom; however they are still 
able to order lunches on the day. The tuckshop will try to support this event as much as possible.  
 
As a reminder please do not send any products containing nuts. 
 
We hope to make this day a regular occurrence and we appreciate you support with our “Nude Food Day”. 
 
Kind Regards 

                                                                           
Ashleigh Bryans         Troy Rowland 
Year 8 Leader of Learning      Year 8 Leader of Wellbeing 

The way we love is what matters most! 
The way we care for our physical and natural environment determines our 

impact as Stewards of the earth! 

The way we love is what matters most!
The way we care for our physical and natural environment  

determines our impact as Stewards of the earth!

On Friday Sacred Heart Middle School joins with schools all over Australia by actively 
demonstrating support for caring for the environment through Clean Up Schools Day. Each 
year level has taken a particular focus for the day with our purpose being:
•	 To raise awareness of our moral and spiritual response as stewards of our environment 
•	 To link sustainability within the classroom to everyday action within the school 

environment
•	 To develop an informed sense of responsibility for the school environment, particularly 

the impact of litter    
•	 Raise the profile and impact of the rubbish we produce, carbon imprint, and particularly 

who is responsible for what    
•	 ‘To foster in our community, an appreciation of creation as a gift, their relationship with 

it and their responsibility as co-creators for its future.’ Ref: On Holy Ground. An Ecological 
Vision for Catholic Education in South Australia.

Year 8 & 9 Camp Information is now available 
on the College Website
Students have been provided with a Camp Information Booklet, Agreement Form and 
Schedule for the camp that they will be attending. We ask that you take the time to read this 
information and ensure that all completed forms have been returned. 

Families can now access all of this information including blank forms via the College 
website: http://www.shcms.sa.edu.au/beyond/Camps/camps.html

Participating in a school camp has always been a favourite feature of the school calendar and 
form memorable moments that are shared for years to come. At our College we endeavour to 
ensure that camps are a memorable, fulfilling and safe experience for our students.

Communicating with Your 
Son’s Teachers
As you will be aware the Middle School is trialling 
the My eDiary and it has been very pleasing to see 
many families embracing the use of the electronic 
diary by supporting their son(s) in their organisation 
and learning particularly as a means to organise their 
homework and assignment deadlines. 

My eDiary provides an extra means of communication 
with teachers, however, we would prefer families to 
email teachers directly using first initial and surname 
followed by @shcms.sa.edu.au e.g. jsmith@shcms.sa.edu.au

I would appreciate any questions that you have regarding the eDiary and will endeavour to 
answer common questions in future newsletter. Email your questions to  
jmillemaci@shcms.sa.edu.au

Joe Millemaci 
Director of Students

http://www.shcms.sa.edu.au/beyond/Camps/camps.html
mailto:jmillemaci@shcms.sa.edu.au
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The Federation’s 2nd Annual Parent 
Engagement Conference

The Federation of Catholic School Parent Communities is 
delighted to announce the theme and date for our 2nd 
Annual Parent Engagement Conference for school and 
parent leaders:

Parent Engagement In Action
Saturday, 24 May 2014 at The Monastery,  
Glen Osmond

The conference will be an opportunity for 
school and parent leaders in SA Catholic schools 
to explore the benefits and challenges of 
parent engagement in children’s schooling and 
learning and to share strategies for effective 
parent engagement in our schools. It will also 
be an opportunity to meet and network with 
other Catholic school parent leaders.

We have secured two fantastic key note 
speakers. Our first speaker, Marie Murphy, is 

a principal with over 30 years’ experience in education working at school, district and state 
level in a variety of settings from preschool to university. Marie’s presentation will explore 
“Working together: Building home-school relationships in a Multicultural community”. Our 
second speaker Peter Kenyon has worked in 57 countries and all states of Australia. He has 
authored 16 publications in the fields of community and economic development, youth policy 
development and youth enterprise. Peter’s presentation will focus on “Rediscovering the Power 
of Community”.

Full program details for this vibrant and interactive conference including costs for the 
conference and conference dinner and registration details is available here. The Federation is 
subsidising the cost of registration for delegates from regional and remote schools. Limited 
accommodation at the venue is available.

Places are limited. We are inviting schools to register and cover the costs to sponsor 1 or 2 
delegates to attend the conference. Be inspired to attend by the comments (below) of some 
who attended last year’s conference.

Registrations close on 2 May 2014 so register now to avoid disappointment.
ph 8301 6685 – email: fedadmin@cesa.catholic.edu.au – www.parentfederation.catholic.edu.au

Testimonials from delegates who attended the 2013 conference:
“A great day which empowered me as a parent to engage with my school to do anything that may 
improve our children’s future, the future of our world!”
(Maria Sauchelli, St Joseph’s Hectorville)

“All those who attended the conference gained rich insights into the influence that parents have 
on their children’s learning, as well as the value of working with teachers to support high quality 
learning outcomes for our students”.
(Pam Ronan, Principal, St Francis de Sales College and panel member)

“The Catholic Federation Parents Conference enabled me to gain valuable insight and theoretical 
perspectives on the importance of parent engagement in a child’s school and learning environment.
The conference, which was held in the beautiful surroundings of the monastery, had two keynote 
speakers. Both of these speakers reinforced the notion that academic and social growth of 
my child was strengthened by not only my participation within the school, but also with open 
communication about what my child was doing at school.
The conference highlighted the importance of the teacher-parent-child relationship and how this 
too is vital for the continued success of my child. I thoroughly enjoyed the day and was privileged 
to meet parents from other Catholic schools who also left the monastery feeling excited and 
enthusiastic about the future of our children”.
(Lyndee Leach, Parent, St Francis de Sales College)

“Thanks for inviting me to the conference. It really was a fun and educational day. The speakers 
opened my eyes to a lot of the research on, the ways a parent’s engagement in their child’s 
education can really influence their success, not just academically but personally also.
It was great to meet a lovely group of people, who feel so passionately about shaping the future of 
our children”.
(Marie Shaw, Parent St Francis de Sales College)

SHC Centenary Celebration & 
Fundraiser

Saturday, 11 October 2014

To commemorate 100 years since the Marist 
Brothers located Sacred Heart College at 
Paringa Hall, the SHC community (led by 
the SHC Foundation) is planning a major 
fundraising event. The College plans to 
memorialise this significant historical 
milestone with a major refurbishment of the 
College Science Laboratory estimated to 
cost around $500,000. This is a much needed 
capital project for the College to allow it to 
provide students with modern and relevant 
science teaching facilities. Subject to funding, 
it is hoped the work will commence as early as 
November 2014.

The SHC Community comprising parents, 
friends and old collegians, would like to make 
a major contribution of funds towards that 
refurbishment. We are therefore planning an 
evening cocktail function and auction utilising 
the beautiful rooms at Paringa Hall and the 
facilities in the De Bourg Performing Arts 
Centre on Saturday evening, 11 October 2014. 
We are hoping to have 400 guests (parents, 
friends and old collegians) at this event with 
our target to raise $100,000 to contribute to 
the science laboratory project.

We are seeking support for the SHC 
Foundation volunteer base with a group of 
motivated and interested team of parents, 
ideally of 2013 Year 9 and Year 10 students to 
form a management committee to plan and 
execute this major event. The administration 
support of the SHC Foundation will be 
available to help the committee.

So please put 11 October 2014 in your diary 
and consider volunteering for this committee 
to make a material difference for your children 
at SHC.

If you are interested, please register your 
details with Jane Ping, Foundation & Old 
Collegians Association at jane.ping@shcs.
sa.edu.au

mailto:fedadmin@cesa.catholic.edu.au
http://www.parentfederation.catholic.edu.au


Page 8
To bring up children properly we must love them; we must love them all equally.

SACRED SIGHTS 4WD TOUR  
10 Year Anniversary

28 April 2014–2 May 2014 

Don’t miss out only four space’s 
left, get in quick!

This event has been organised primarily as 
a fund raiser for the Sacred Heart College 
Foundation with a strong focus on fun, 
adventure and social interaction with just a 
touch of competition between those fortunate 
enough to be taking part in the event. You 
will meet a few of the numerous outback 
characters that live in the isolated parts of 
our great State that most people rarely, if 
ever, have the opportunity to meet, whilst 
camping or swagging in some fantastic, 
isolated locations and enjoying true country 
hospitality.

Find out each morning where you are going, 
play darts, golf and other games, and spend 
each evening with catered food in a bush 
setting.

Entry fee (vehicle spot) of $1200 are tax 
deductible. Food levy $450 per person. Vehicle 
spot must be booked and paid by end of 
February, with food levy by end of March.

Contact Jane Ping, Foundation & Old 
Collegians Association, Telephone: 8350 2590 
or email: jane.ping@shcs.sa.edu.au

Sponsorship is also available at a cost of 
$1,000. If you are interested in sponsoring the 
event, please contact Ed Keenan on 0418 824 
416 for further details.  

 
 
Parent Voice in Education – State Election 2014 
 
Dear Families, 
 
In the lead up to the March state election, the Federation of Catholic School Parent Communities has presented to 
the major parties its four key policy priorities on behalf of parents who have chosen a Catholic education for their 
children. 
 
These priority issues – funding for year 7 students, investment in the early years, capital funding for Catholic schools 
and family engagement in schooling - go to our core goals of choice, equity, quality and parent voice in education. 
 
We recently wrote to the Minister for Education and the Shadow Minister for Education seeking their party’s 
responses to the following questions in relation to these issues.  
 

1. Status of Year 7 in SA: What will your party do to address the current inequity in funding for students in Year 
7 in this state if it forms government?  
 

2. Early Learning: How will your party support the development of Early Years’ Services in the Catholic sector if 
it forms government? 

 
3. Capital Funding: What support for capital works will your party offer to Catholic schools if it forms 

government? 
 

4. Family Engagement in Schooling: Parents and families are central stakeholders and partners in education. 
How will your party support a state wide initiative to strengthen family engagement in schooling if it forms 
government? 

 
We also wrote to every state Member of Parliament calling on them to advocate on behalf of families in their 
electorate with children in SA Catholic schools as the parties determine their responses. 
 
You may wish to contact your state Member of Parliament directly asking them to do the same. 
 
Party response to these questions will be of most importance to families in Catholic schools and we will ensure that 
these are forwarded to families in a timely manner prior to the election. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Ann Bliss 
Executive Director 

Authorised by Ann Bliss, Federation of Catholic School Parent Communities, 121 George Street Thebarton SA 5031 

mailto:jane.ping@shcs.sa.edu.au

