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Curriculum Introduction 

Sacred Heart College Middle School provides a unique setting and educational experience for boys from 

Year 6 to 9. We aspire to live and practice our vision statement:  

“Sacred Heart College Middle School is a learning community within the Marist tradition. Educational 

opportunities are inclusive, student-centred, holistic and contemporary. With the integration of faith and 

life; the College aims for students, to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals and 

active contributors to the world.” 

We believe that curriculum is holistic and generic which means it encompasses all we do to support the 

academic, spiritual, social and emotional growth of our students. This is underpinned by strategies 

employed to cater for the needs of boys and their learning styles and the needs of pre-adolescent and 

adolescent students in contemporary society. 

Middle Schooling 

Fundamental and contemporary approaches to learning and teaching in Middle Schooling are supported 

when and where: 

 Authentic learning engages students in deep and meaningful learning experiences. 

 Learning and teaching processes are constantly constructed and reconstructed to respect the 

particular needs and circumstances of the learner, with a view to elevating and enhancing their life 

chances and choices. 

 Students not only learn basic skills, but incorporate these skills into tasks requiring complex 

thinking and in-depth knowledge which is then used to solve problems and create actual products. 

These products should have value in settings outside the classroom. 

 Physical aspects such as timetabling and lesson allocation allow for relationships to develop 

between teacher and student. 

 The teacher utilises information and data collected about how students learn and designs learning 

experiences and tasks based upon this knowledge. At the Middle School we use a three phase 

learning style (preliminary, consolidating, culminating) as a framework for lesson task design and 

structure. 

 Higher-order thinking skills are taught so that students are able to ‘manipulate’ information and 

ideas in ways that transform their meaning and implications. Student talk and engagement are 

encouraged through the use of big ideas and questions that facilitate this style of authentic 

learning. 

 Students feel connected to the world beyond the classroom and authentic instruction connects 

the classroom to a ‘real world problem’ or personal experiences that the student 

can relate to. 
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Australian Curriculum 

The Australian Curriculum provides the framework for our academic learning at the Middle School. It 

describes what young Australians should learn as they progress through schooling. It is the foundation for 

their future learning, growth and active participation in the Australian community. It sets out essential 

knowledge, understanding, skills and capabilities and provides a national standard for student achievement 

in core learning areas. All learning areas, apart from Religious Education, use this framework. 

The Australian Curriculum is comprised of three aspects or dimensions: General capabilities, Content 

descriptors and elaborations and Cross-curriculum priorities. It is intended that each of these elements are 

taught through each learning area, indeed by its nature The Australian Curriculum has been designed in 

such a way that all learning areas need to ‘speak’ to each other and the learning cannot just be related 

particularly to one domain or learning area. The Middle School aims to integrate aspects of the curriculum 

in order to ensure that all learning is purposeful, connected and relevant to the lives of our students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following is a brief description of each element: 

General capabilities 

General capabilities, a key dimension of the Australian Curriculum, are addressed explicitly in the content of 

the learning areas. They play a significant role in realising the goals set out in the Melbourne Declaration on 

Educational Goals for Young Australians (MCEETYA 2008) – that all young people in Australia should be 

supported to become successful learners, confident and creative individuals, and active and informed 

citizens. 

 

The Melbourne Declaration identifies essential skills for twenty-first century learners – in literacy, 

numeracy, information & communication technology (ICT), thinking, creativity, teamwork and 

communication. It describes individuals who can manage their own wellbeing, relate well to others, make 

informed decisions about their lives, become citizens who behave with ethical integrity, relate to and 

communicate across cultures, work for the common good and act with responsibility at local, regional and 

global levels. 
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The general capabilities encompass the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that, together with 

curriculum content in each learning area and the cross-curriculum priorities, will assist students to live and 

work successfully in the twenty-first century. They complement the key learning outcomes of the Early 

Years Learning Framework (COAG 2009) – that children have a strong sense of identity and wellbeing, are 

connected with and contribute to their world, are confident and involved learners and effective 

communicators. 

The Australian Curriculum includes seven general capabilities: 

1. Literacy 
2. Numeracy 
3. Information & Communication Technology (ICT)  
4. Critical and creative thinking 
5. Personal and social  
6. Ethical understanding 
7. Intercultural understanding 

 

  

Successful 
learner: confident 

and creative 
individual, and an 

active and 
informed citizen 

Literacy 

Numeracy 

ICT  

Critical and 

Creative 
Thinking 

Personal and 
Social  

Ethical 
Understanding 

Intercultural  

Understanding 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Literacy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Numeracy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Information-and-Communication-Technology-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Critical-and-creative-thinking
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Personal-and-social-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Ethical-understanding
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Intercultural-understanding
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Content descriptors and elaborations 

The Australian Curriculum includes content descriptions at each year level for each learning area. These 

describe the knowledge, understanding, skills and processes that teachers are expected to teach and 

students are expected to learn, but do not prescribe approaches to teaching. Learning is recursive and 

cumulative, and builds on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years. Nevertheless, the 

content descriptions have been written to ensure that learning is appropriately ordered and that 

unnecessary repetition is avoided. However, a concept or skill introduced at one year level may be 

revisited, strengthened and extended at later year levels as needed. 

Cross-curriculum priorities 

The Australian Curriculum has been written to equip young Australians with the skills, knowledge and 

understanding that will enable them to engage effectively with and prosper in a globalised world. Students 

will gain personal and social benefits, be better equipped to make sense of the world in which they live and 

make an important contribution to building the social, intellectual and creative capital of our nation. 

Accordingly, the Australian Curriculum must be both relevant to the lives of students and address the 

contemporary issues they face. With these considerations and the Melbourne Declaration on Educational 

Goals for Young Australians in mind, the curriculum gives special attention to these three priorities: 

1. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures 
2. Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia 
3. Sustainability 

 
Cross-curriculum priorities are embedded in all learning areas. They will have a strong but varying presence 
depending on their relevance to the learning areas. 

Curriculum Structure 

Staff plan in collaboration and believe this is best practice in providing educational experiences that meet 

the needs of individuals. When planning units of work, an inquiry approach is adopted by staff. Engagement 

in the content begins with overarching questions and ideas as students are encouraged to move through 

the three phases of learning – we believe that learning occurs at many times beginning with preliminary 

stages (knowing where each student is at the beginning) the consolidating stage (learning and activities 

throughout the unit) and the culminating stage (which would usually be an activity/task that demonstrates 

gained knowledge and skills). 

Assessment: Achievement Standards 

The Australian Curriculum achievement standards describe what students should typically be able to do, 

know and understand by the end of the year at each year level. The achievement standards, along with the 

content descriptions, general capabilities and cross curriculum priorities, provide the broad curriculum 

from which teachers design learning and assessment:  

 Each achievement standard describes the expected achievement for students as a result of being 
taught the curriculum for that year of schooling.  

 Content descriptions and achievement standards are an interrelated set. Together they inform the 

design of learning and assessment.  

 Each achievement standard should be treated holistically, that is, as representing broad 

development of understandings and skills, rather than as discrete elements to be achieved.  

 Each achievement standard provides the key reference point for reporting on student achievement, 

including A–E grades or word equivalents. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/CrossCurriculumPriorities/Aboriginal-and-Torres-Strait-Islander-histories-and-cultures
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/CrossCurriculumPriorities/Asia-and-Australias-engagement-with-Asia
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/CrossCurriculumPriorities/Sustainability
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Reporting: Using A–E Grades or Word Equivalents 

Through the National Education Agreement with the Australian Government, the Middle School, in 

common with all schools around Australia, is required to:  

 Provide two written reports per year to learners and parents/carers, reporting on all learning areas 

(once in the first half of the year and again at the end of the year). The Middle School provides four 

written reports – one at the end of each term. 

 Write reports using plain language that is clear and easy to understand. 

 Provide reports that are based on five achievement levels (A–E grades or the word equivalents).  

The mid-year report reflects student achievement demonstrated against the standard, taking into account 

what has been taught to that point in the year. The end-of-year report reflects student achievement across 

the whole year.  

The five achievement levels and word equivalents: 

A Your child is demonstrating excellent achievement of what is expected at this year level. 

B Your child is demonstrating good achievement of what is expected at this year level. 

C Your child is demonstrating satisfactory achievement of what is expected at this year level. 

D Your child is demonstrating partial achievement of what is expected at this year level. 

E Your child is demonstrating minimal achievement of what is expected at this year level. 

 

There will be situations in which it is necessary for teachers to adjust curriculum, including for students 

with Learning Plans, often referred to as Individual Education Plans (IEPs). In such cases the Middle School 

negotiates and documents both the student’s learning program and appropriate reporting arrangements 

with the student and their parents/carers. This could include using A–E grades or word equivalents to 

report the student’s achievement against an achievement standard from a year level other than that in 

which the student is placed.  
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Lesson/Subject Allocation 2016 

35 lessons per week – 45 minute lessons  
 

 English Humanities & 
Social Sciences 

Mathematics Science Religion Rite 
Journey 

Health & 
Physical 

Education 

Year 6 6 4 6 3 3 0 4 

Year 7 6 4 6 3 3 0 4 

Year 8 6 3 6 4 3 0 4 

Year 9 6 
History 

3 
6 4 2 2 4 

 
Elective lessons – 3 lessons per week     
Languages (Japanese or Italian) 
Performing Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music) 
Technologies 
Visual Arts  
 

Year 6 and 7: 
Languages: full year 
Technologies: full year  
Visual Arts: semester 
Performing Arts: semester 
 
Year 8 
Languages: full year  
Visual Arts: semester 
Performing Arts: semester 
Option of Music: full year 
Technologies: full year 
 
Year 9 
Option A 
Languages: full year  
Music: full year 
Technologies, The Arts, General electives: 2 semesters 
 

Option B 
Languages: full year 
Technologies, The Arts, General electives: 4 semesters 
 

Option C 
Music: full year 
Technologies, The Arts, General electives: 4 semesters 
 

Option D 
Technologies, The Arts, General electives: 6 semesters 
 

The Rite Journey 
Year 9 students complete the full year course ‘The Rite Journey’ which is a specially developed program 
that involves our adolescent boys in discussion, reflection and developing strategies around transitions into 
adulthood. Essentially the students develop a rite of passage centred on becoming a strong, good and 
resilient young man who has responsibilities and expectations in the real world. 
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Year 6 Religious Education  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Religious Education Framework, underpinning the Religious Education Curriculum, explores the 

Catholic Faith as a believing, living, celebrating faith tradition. The interrelated conceptual strands concern 

the development of knowledge and understanding, skills and capabilities, values and dispositions 

associated with Believing, Living, Celebrating and Praying. Through the Religious Education Curriculum, 

students are provided opportunities to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, appreciate his 

message, ask critical questions and make connections with the faith and life.  

The classroom Religious Education Curriculum complements the students’ opportunities to participate in 

the liturgical celebrations throughout the year together with social justice awareness and outreach. 

Students in Years 6 also study a unit of work commonly referred to as MITIOG (Made in the Image of God) 

which is usually studied in Term 3. MITIOG is a program that supports parents and carers in their role as 

educators. It explores the beliefs that humans are made in God's image and likeness and have a vocation to 

love. It follows a scope and sequence which is often integrated with other learning areas such as Health 

Education and further explored in the Year 9 Program, ‘The Rite Journey.’ MITIOG draws from four strands: 

Being Human, Being Sexual, Being Connected and Being Moral. 

The major areas of focus for the Year 6 Religious Education Program are:  

 

 Key Ideas Towards the end of Year 6, the student: 

B
e

lie
vi

n
g 

2. Being Human: Students respond to the 
idea that humanity is made in the image of 
God and grounded in God’s love, and 
explore the theme of grace and sin.  

3.2 Discusses how physical, social and spiritual changes 
occur in themselves and others, and assesses factors that 
contribute to individual, group and religious identity. 
 

3. Textual Interpretation: Students interpret 
and explore revelation given in Scripture, 
the Creeds and other foundation texts. 

3.3 Investigates and interprets a variety of written, visual 
and audio texts in the Christian tradition and shows how 
they communicate religious meaning in the past, present 
and future.   

Li
vi

n
g 

5. Discipleship and Reign of God: 
Students explore how Christian Discipleship 
is a vocational commitment to Jesus’ vision 
of the Reign of God. 

3.5 Investigates and shares ways that people, past and 
present, express commitment to the values of Jesus by 
actively working for the reign of God. 
  

8. Social Justice and Ethical Issues: 
Students critically reflect on and apply a 
Christian ethic of life to a range of 
contemporary social justice and ethical 
issues. 

3.6 Researches and names moral values that are 
grounded in Jesus’ teachings and applies these to values 
to current ethical issues. 
 

C
el

eb
ra

ti
n

g 

10. Prayer and Liturgy: 
Students explore prayer, including liturgical 
prayer, within the Christian Tradition as 
celebration of God’s presence in people’s 
lives. 

3.10 Students explore prayer, including the liturgical 
prayer within the Christian Tradition as celebration of 
God’s presence in people’s lives. 

11. Liturgical Year of the Church: 
Students research and communicate how 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus are 
celebrated in the seasons and feasts of the 
Church’s Liturgical Year. 

3.11 Examines scriptural texts to identify specific events 
in the life of Jesus and shows how these are celebrated in 
liturgical services throughout the year. 
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Year 6 English 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 6, students understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular effects. 

They analyse and explain how language features, images and vocabulary are used by different authors to 

represent ideas, characters and events. 

Students compare and analyse information in different texts, explaining literal and implied meaning. They 

select and use evidence from a text to explain their response to it. They listen to discussions, clarifying 

content and challenging others’ ideas. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how language features and language patterns can be used for emphasis. They show 

how specific details can be used to support a point of view. They explain how their choices of language 

features and images are used. 

Students create detailed texts elaborating on key ideas for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 

presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using a variety of strategies for effect. 

They demonstrate understanding of grammar, make considered choices from an expanding vocabulary, use 

accurate spelling and punctuation for clarity and make and explain editorial choices. 

CONTENT: 

Language Literature Literacy 

 Language variation and 
change 

 Language for interaction 

 Text structure and 
organisation 

 Expressing and developing 
ideas 

 

 Literature and content 

 Responding to literature 

 Examining literature 

 Creating literature 
 

 Texts in context 

 Interacting with others 

 Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

 Creating texts 

 

Genre Text 

 Traits of Writing 

 Poetry 

 Comparative Writing 

 Information Report 
 

 NIPS Xi (Asia perspective) 

 Rabbit Proof Fence (Indigenous 
perspective) 
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Year 6 Mathematics 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students recognise the properties of prime, composite, square and triangular 

numbers. They describe the use of integers in everyday contexts. They solve problems involving all four 

operations with whole numbers. Students connect fractions, decimals and percentages as different 

representations of the same number. They solve problems involving the addition and subtraction of related 

fractions. Students make connections between the powers of 10 and the multiplication and division of 

decimals. They describe rules used in sequences involving whole numbers, fractions and decimals. Students 

connect decimal representations to the metric system and choose appropriate units of measurement to 

perform a calculation. They make connections between capacity and volume. They solve problems 

involving length and area. They interpret timetables. Students describe combinations of transformations. 

They solve problems using the properties of angles. Students compare observed and expected frequencies. 

They interpret and compare a variety of data displays including those displays for two categorical variables. 

They evaluate secondary data displayed in the media. 

Students locate fractions and integers on a number line. They calculate a simple fraction of a quantity. They 

add, subtract and multiply decimals and divide decimals where the result is rational. Students calculate 

common percentage discounts on sale items. They write correct number sentences using brackets and 

order of operations. Students locate an ordered pair in any one of the four quadrants on the Cartesian 

plane. They construct simple prisms and pyramids. Students list and communicate probabilities using 

simple fractions, decimals and percentages. 

CONTENT: 

Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability 

 Number and Place Value: 
 Prime, composite, square 

and triangular numbers 
 Solve problems using four 

operations 
 Integers and number line 

 Fractions and Decimals: 
 Addition and subtraction 

fractions, fraction of a 
quantity, compare 
fractions, equivalent 
fractions 

 Add and subtract decimals, 
multiply and divide 
decimals by powers 10 

 Money and Financial: 
Mathematics 
 Calculate percentage 

 Patterns and Algebra: 
 Describe rules used to 

create sequences, order of 
operation, number 
sentences 

 

 Using Units of Measurement: 
 Interpret and use 

timetables 
 Metric units of length, 

mass and capacity, area, 
volume and capacity 

 Shape: 
 Construct prisms and 

pyramids 

 Location and Transformation: 
 Cartesian coordinate 

system 
 Translations, reflections, 

rotations 

 Geometric Reasoning: 
 Angles on straight line at a 

point and vertically 
opposite angles 

 
 

 Chance: 
 Probabilities, frequencies 

 Data Representation and 
Interpretation: 
 Interpret and compare a 

range of data displays 
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Year 6 Science 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students compare and classify different types of observable changes to materials. 

They analyse requirements for the transfer of electricity and describe how energy can be transformed from 

one form to another to generate electricity. They explain how natural events cause rapid change to the 

Earth’s surface. They describe and predict the effect of environmental changes on individual living things. 

Students explain how scientific knowledge is used in decision-making and identify contributions to the 

development of science by people from a range of cultures. 

Students follow procedures to develop investigable questions and design investigations into simple cause-

and-effect relationships. They identify variables to be changed and measured and describe potential safety 

risks when planning methods. They collect, organise and interpret their data, identifying where 

improvements to their methods or research could improve the data. They describe and analyse 

relationships in data using graphic representations and construct multi-modal texts to communicate ideas, 

methods and findings. 

CONTENT: 

Understanding Human Endeavour Skills 

 Biological sciences: 
 Micro-organisms 

 Chemical sciences: 
 States of matter, changes 

to materials 

 Earth and space sciences: 
 Natural disasters 

 Physical sciences: 
 Electricity 

 

 Nature and development of 
science 

 Use and influence of science 
 

 Questioning and predicting 

 Planning and conducting 

 Processing and analysing data 
and information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 
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Year 6 Humanities and Social Sciences – History  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students identify change and continuity and describe the causes and effects of change 

on society. They compare the different experiences of people in the past. They explain the significance of 

an individual and group.  

 

Students sequence events and people (their lifetime) in chronological order, and represent time by creating 

timelines. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They identify a 

range of sources and locate and compare information to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources 

to identify and describe points of view. Students develop texts, particularly narratives and descriptions. In 

developing these texts and organising and presenting their information, they use historical terms and 

concepts and incorporate relevant sources. 

 

CONTENT:  

 

The Year 6 curriculum moves from colonial Australia to the development of Australia as a nation, 

particularly after 1900. Students explore the factors that led to Federation and experiences of democracy 

and citizenship over time. Students understand the significance of Australia’s British heritage, the 

Westminster system, and other models that influenced the development of Australia’s system of 

government. Students learn about the way of life of people who migrated to Australia and their 

contributions to Australia’s economic and social development. 

 

History 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Australia as a Nation: 
 Federation 
 Post World War II Migration 
 Migration Stories 

Skills: 

 Chronology, terms and concepts 

 Historical questions and research 

 Analysis and use of sources 

 Perspectives and interpretations 

 Explanation and communication 
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Year 6 Humanities and Social Sciences – Geography  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations at different 

scales from local to global. They describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors 

that influence these interconnections and describe how they change places and affect people. They 

describe the location of selected countries in absolute and relative terms and identify and compare spatial 

distributions and patterns among phenomena. They identify and describe alternative views on how to 

respond to a geographical challenge and propose a response. 

Students develop geographical questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information from a 

range of sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 

characteristics in different graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that use cartographic 

conventions of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. Students interpret data and other 

information to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer relationships and draw 

conclusions. They present findings and ideas using geographical terminology and graphic representations in 

a range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge and describe 

the expected effects of their proposal. 

CONTENT: 

Geography 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Connecting Places: 
 Australian’s relationship with Asia 

Skills: 

 Observing, questioning and planning 

 Collecting, recording, evaluating and 
representing 

 Interpreting, analysing and concluding 

 Communicating 

 Reflecting and responding 
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Year 6 Humanities and Social Sciences – Economics and Business  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students recognise why choices about the allocation of resources involve trade-offs. 

They describe the effects of consumer and financial decisions on themselves, others and the environment. 

Students identify the purpose of business and recognise the different ways that businesses choose to 

provide goods and services. 

When researching, students develop questions and gather and sort data and information from different 

sources to investigate an economic or business issue. They identify the advantages and disadvantages of a 

proposed response to an issue and apply economics and business knowledge and skills to everyday 

problems. Students present their findings using appropriate texts and economics and business terms and 

identify the possible effects of their decisions. 

CONTENT: 

Economics and Business 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Opportunity cost involves choices about the use 
of resources and the need to consider trade-offs 

 Effects of consumer and financial choices 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Economic Reasoning, Decision-making and 
Application 

 Communication and Reflection 
 

 

  



16   Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016 

Year 6 Humanities and Social Sciences – Civics and Citizenship  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students explain the purpose of key institutions and levels of government in 

Australia’s democracy. They describe the role of parliaments in creating law. Students explain what it 

means to be an Australian citizen and how people can participate as global citizens. 

When researching, students develop questions and gather and analyse information from different sources 

to investigate the society in which they live. When planning for action, they identify different points of view 

and solutions to an issue. Students develop and present their ideas and viewpoints using appropriate texts 

and civics and citizenship terms and concepts. They identify the ways they can participate as citizens in the 

school. 

CONTENT: 

Civics and Citizenship 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Government and Democracy: 
 Westminster System: monarchy, parliament, 

courts 
 Roles and responsibilities of three levels of 

government 

 Laws and Citizens: 
 How state/territory and federal laws are 

passed through parliament 

 Citizenship, Diversity and Identity: 
 Who can be an Australian citizen 
 Shared values of Australian citizenship 

 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Analysis, Synthesis and Interpretation 

 Problem-solving and Decision-making 

 Communication and Reflection 
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Year 6 Health and Physical Education 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students investigate developmental changes and transitions. They examine the 

changing nature of personal and cultural identities. They recognise the influence of emotions on behaviours 

and discuss factors that influence how people interact. They describe their own and others’ contributions 

to health, physical activity, safety and wellbeing. They describe the key features of health-related fitness 

and the significance of physical activity participation to health and wellbeing. They examine how physical 

activity supports community wellbeing and cultural understanding.  

Students demonstrate skills to work collaboratively and play fairly. They access and interpret health 

information and apply decision-making and problem-solving skills to enhance their own and others’ health, 

safety and wellbeing. They perform specialised movement skills and propose and combine movement 

concepts and strategies to achieve movement outcomes and solve movement challenges. They apply the 

elements of movement when composing and creating movement sequences. 

CONTENT: 

Health and Physical Education 

Personal, Social and Community Health: 

 Communicating and interacting for health and 
wellbeing. 

 Contributing to healthy and active communities. 
 
Covered through: 

 Alcohol and other drugs 

 Food and nutrition 

 Health benefits of physical activity 

 Mental health and wellbeing 

 Relationships and sexuality 

 Safety 
 

Movement and Physical Activity: 

 Moving our body 

 Understanding movement 

 Learning through movement 
 
Covered through: 

 Invasion games 

 Target games 

 Striking and fielding 

 Court-divided games 

 Athletics 

 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Investigate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Examine
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Recognise
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Discuss
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Describe
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Examine
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Demonstrate
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Interpret
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Apply
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Solve
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Apply
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Year 6 The Arts  

The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and 

encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. The five Arts subjects in the Australian 

Curriculum are Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, and Visual Arts. Together they provide opportunities for 

students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual 

ideas, emotions, observations and experiences.  

Students complete a semester of Visual Arts and a semester of Performing Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, 

Music). 

PERFORMING ARTS CONTENT: 

D
an

ce
 

 Explore movement and choreographic devices, using the elements of dance to choreograph 
dances that communicate meaning. 

 Develop technical and expressive skills in fundamental movements including body control, 
accuracy, alignment, strength, balance and coordination. 

 Perform dance using expressive skills to communicate a choreographer’s ideas, including 
performing dances of cultural groups in the community. 

D
ra

m
a 

 Explore dramatic action, empathy and space in improvisations, play-building and scripted drama to 
develop characters and situations. 

 Develop skills and techniques of voice and movement to create character, mood and atmosphere 
and focus dramatic action. 

 Rehearse and perform devised and scripted drama that develops narrative, drives dramatic 
tension, and uses dramatic symbol, performance styles and design elements to share community 
and cultural stories and engage an audience. 

 Explain how the elements of drama and production elements communicate meaning by comparing 
drama from different social, cultural and historical contexts. 

M
e

d
ia

 A
rt

s 

 Explore representations, characterisations and points of view of people in their community, 
including themselves, using settings, ideas, story principles and genre conventions in images, 
sounds and text. 

 Develop skills with media technologies to shape space, time, movement and lighting within 
images, sounds and text. 

 Plan, produce and present media artworks for specific audiences and purposes using responsible 
media practice. 

M
u

si
c 

 Explore dynamics and expression, using aural skills to identify and perform rhythm and pitch 
patterns. 

 Develop technical and expressive skills in singing and playing instruments with understanding of 
rhythm, pitch and form in a range of pieces, including in music from the community. 

 Rehearse and perform music including music they have composed by improvising, sourcing and 
arranging ideas and making decisions to engage an audience. 

  

Ta
sk

s 

 Engage in concepts of Liturgical Dance to prepare and present a performance. 

 Devise and develop characters to develop monologues. 

 Use media technologies to develop digital stories. 

 Prepare and present composed and written pieces on percussion instruments. 
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VISUAL ARTS CONTENT: 

V
is

u
al

 A
rt

s 
 Explore ideas and practices used by artists, including practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander artists, to represent different views, beliefs and opinions. 

 Develop and apply techniques and processes when making their artworks. 

 Plan the display of artworks to enhance their meaning for an audience. 

 Explain how visual arts conventions communicate meaning by comparing artworks from different 
social, cultural and historical contexts, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artworks. 

  

Ta
sk

s 

 2D Elements of Art – Line, shape, form, value/tone and texture, portfolio pages: 
 Artists Inspired Poster (Mombasso) – all elements. 
 Self-Portraiture (line and colour) – culturally inspired (Day of the Dead). 
 Colour Wheel – primary, secondary, blending (colour and value). 

 Theory: 
 Investigation of cultural influences for ceramic exploration (research task). 
 Artist Study: Reg Mombasso. 
 Personal artist statements. 
 Elements of art artwork analysis. 
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Year 6 Design and Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students describe some competing considerations in the design of products, services 

and environments taking into account sustainability. They describe how design and technologies contribute 

to meeting present and future needs. Students explain how the features of technologies impact on 

designed solutions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts. 

Students create designed solutions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts suitable for identified 

needs or opportunities. They suggest criteria for success, including sustainability considerations and use 

these to evaluate their ideas and designed solutions. They combine design ideas and communicate these to 

audiences using graphical representation techniques and technical terms. Students record project plans 

including production processes. They select and use appropriate technologies and techniques correctly and 

safely to produce designed solutions. 

CONTENT: 

Design and Technologies 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 Investigate how people in design and 
technologies occupations address competing 
considerations, including sustainability in the 
design of products, services and environments 
for current and future use. 

 Investigate how and why food and fibre are 
produced in managed environments through a 
research assignment based around timber. 

 Investigate characteristics and properties of a 
range of materials, systems, components, tools 
and equipment and evaluate the impact of their 
use through a personal electronic portfolio. 

Skills: 

 Critique needs or opportunities for designing, 
and investigate materials, components, tools, 
equipment and processes to achieve intended 
designed solutions through the production of a 
metal pencil box and a CO2 dragster. 

 Generate, develop, communicate and document 
design ideas and processes for audiences using 
appropriate technical terms and graphical 
representation techniques using AutoDesk. 

 Apply safe procedures when using a variety of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and 
techniques to make designed solutions through 
woodwork and metalwork. 

 Negotiate criteria for success that include 
consideration of sustainability to evaluate design 
ideas, processes and solutions through the 
production of a solar car. 
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Year 6 Digital Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 6, students explain the fundamentals of digital system components (hardware, software 

and networks) and how digital systems are connected to form networks. They explain how digital systems 

use whole numbers as a basis for representing a variety of data types. 

Students define problems in terms of data and functional requirements and design solutions by developing 

algorithms to address the problems. They incorporate decision-making, repetition and user interface design 

into their designs and implement their digital solutions, including a visual program. They explain how 

information systems and their solutions meet needs and consider sustainability. Students manage the 

creation and communication of ideas and information in collaborative digital projects using validated data 

and agreed protocols. 

CONTENT: 

Digital Technologies 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 Investigate how digital systems use whole 
numbers as a basis for representing all types of 
data through binary coding and NXT Robotics. 

Skills: 

 Define problems in terms of data and functional 
requirements, and identify features similar to 
previously solved problems. 

 Design a user interface for a digital system, 
generating and considering alternative designs. 

 Design, modify and follow simple algorithms 
represented diagrammatically and in English 
involving sequences of steps, branching and 
iteration (repetition). 

 Implement digital solutions as simple visual 
programs involving branching, iteration 
(repetition) and user input. 

 Explain how developed solutions and existing 
information systems are sustainable and meet 
local community needs, considering 
opportunities and consequences for future 
applications. 

 Manage the creation and communication of 
ideas and information including online 
collaborative projects, applying agreed ethical, 
social and technical protocols. 

 Process and procedure skills covered through on-
line game production. 
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Year 6 Italian 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Italian is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Italian for whom Italian is an additional 

language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for these learners, 

beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner backgrounds to 

make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Interacting orally and in writing to exchange 

ideas, opinions, experiences, thoughts and 
feelings. 

 Informing:  
 Obtaining, processing, interpreting, and 

conveying information through a range of 
oral, written and multimodal texts. 

 Creating:  
 Responding and creating a range of texts, 

such as stories, songs, drama and music. 

 Translating:  
 Moving between language and culture orally 

and in writing. 

 Reflecting:   
 Participating in intercultural exchange, 

questioning reactions and assumptions. 
 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the language system, including 

sound, writing, grammar and text. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand how languages vary in use and 

change over time and place. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Analysing and understanding the role of 

language and culture in the exchange of 
meaning.  

 

Topics 

 Greetings 

 Introducing Oneself and Others 

 Days of the Week 

 Months of the Year 

 Numbers to 100 

 Classroom Commands 

 School Subjects and Sports 

 Introducing and Describing Family 

 Adjectives 

 Farm and Zoo Animals 
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Year 6 Japanese 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Japanese is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Japanese for whom Japanese is an 

additional language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for 

these learners, beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner 

backgrounds to make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Use Japanese to interact and collaborate with 

peers and the teacher. 

 Informing:  
 Gather and convey information from a range 

of sources including authentic texts and ICT 
resources. 

 Creating:  
 Interact with and create a variety of 

imaginative texts that incorporate Japanese 
cultural elements. 

 Translating:  
 Interpret written, verbal and non-verbal 

communications in Japanese, provided 
explanations of linguistic and cultural 
differences. 

 Reflecting:   
 Develop a stronger awareness of how 

cultural practices and identity are expressed 
through language. 

 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the systematic nature of 

Japanese grammar and apply this knowledge 
to make meaning. 

 Understand that pronunciation, nature and 
roles of the three written scripts of Hiragana, 
Katakana and Kanji. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand aspects of Japanese language 

such as levels of formality and word-
borrowing from other languages. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Make connections between cultural values 

and language use.  

 

Topics 

 Self-introduction 

 Colours 

 Animals and Pets 

 Family 

 Sports and Hobbies 

 Students will be introduced to Hiragana Script 
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Year 7 Religious Education  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Religious Education Framework, underpinning the Religious Education Curriculum, explores the 

Catholic Faith as a believing, living, celebrating faith tradition. The interrelated conceptual strands concern 

the development of knowledge and understanding, skills and capabilities, values and dispositions 

associated with Believing, Living, Celebrating and Praying. Through the Religious Education Curriculum, 

students are provided opportunities to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, appreciate his 

message, ask critical questions and make connections with the faith and life.  

The classroom Religious Education Curriculum complements the students’ opportunities to participate in 

the liturgical celebrations throughout the year together with social justice awareness and outreach. 

Students in Years 7 also study a unit of work commonly referred to as MITIOG (Made in the Image of God) 

which is usually studied in Term 3. MITIOG is a program that supports parents and carers in their role as 

educators. It explores the beliefs that humans are made in God's image and likeness and have a vocation to 

love. It follows a scope and sequence which is often integrated with other learning areas such as Health 

Education and further explored in the Year 9 Program, ‘The Rite Journey.’ MITIOG draws from four strands: 

Being Human, Being Sexual, Being Connected and Being Moral. 

The major areas of focus for the Year 7 Religious Education Program are:  

 

 Key Ideas At Standard 3, towards the end of Year 7, the student: 

B
e

lie
vi

n
g 

1. God and Revelation: 
Students explore God’s presence in creation 
and God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ and 
the Holy Spirit. 

4.1 Researches and reflects on how religious beliefs in 
general, and Catholicism in particular, inform such 
understandings as God, salvation, afterlife and the origin 
purpose and meaning of human life. 

2. Being Human: 
Students respond to the idea that humanity 
is made in the image of God and grounded 
in God’s love, and explore the themes of 
grace and sin. 

4.2 Appraises the Christian belief that human persons are 
created in the image of God, and reflects critically on 
inclusive issues such as disability, gender and ethnicity. 

Li
vi

n
g 

5. Discipleship and Reign of God: 
Students explore how Christian discipleship 
is a vocational commitment to Jesus’ vision 
of the Reign of God. 

4.5 Identifies ideals and values, like those of the 
Beatitudes and the parables, which are a foundation for 
discipleship and the Reign of God. 

6. Moral Decision-making: 
Students appreciate how the process of 
informing ones conscience enables 
individuals to exercise authentic freedom 
when making decisions. 

4.6 Demonstrates an understanding of the concepts of 
freedom, sin, rights and responsibility in relation to the 
common good and the Reign of God. 
 

C
el

eb
ra

ti
n

g 

10. Prayer and Liturgy 
Students explore prayer, including liturgical 
prayer, within the Christian Tradition as 
celebration of God’s presence in people’s 
lives. 

4.10 Critically reflects on how the elements of liturgy and 
prayer such as gathering, listening, responding and 
proclaiming, express the goodness and faithfulness of 
God. 
 

11. The Liturgical Year of the Church: 
Students research and communicate how 
the life, death and resurrection of Jesus are 
celebrated in the seasons and feasts of the 
Churches Liturgical Year. 

4.11 Critically reflects on the ways the narrative of the 
birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus is celebrated in 
the Liturgical Year and on its significance for Christian 
Commitment. 
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Year 7 English 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 7, students understand how text structures can influence the complexity of a text and 

are dependent on audience, purpose and context. They demonstrate understanding of how the choice of 

language features, images and vocabulary affects meaning. 

Students explain issues and ideas from a variety of sources, analysing supporting evidence and implied 

meaning. They select specific details from texts to develop their own response, recognising that texts 

reflect different viewpoints. They listen for and explain different perspectives in texts. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of a variety of language features can influence an audience. They 

understand how to draw on personal knowledge, textual analysis and other sources to express or challenge 

a point of view. They create texts showing how language features and images from other texts can be 

combined for effect. 

Students create structured and coherent texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 

presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language features to engage the 

audience. When creating and editing texts they demonstrate understanding of grammar, use a variety of 

more specialised vocabulary, accurate spelling and punctuation. 

CONTENT: 

Language Literature Literacy 

 Language variation and change 

 Language for interaction 

 Text structure and 
organisation 

 Expressing and developing 
ideas 

 

 

 Literature and content 

 Responding to literature 

 Examining literature 

 Creating literature 
 

 Texts in context 

 Interacting with others 

 Interpreting, analysing, 
evaluating 

 Creating texts 

 

Genre Text 

 Narrative/Descriptive Writing 

 Exposition/Argument/Debate 

 Historical Recount 

 Poetry 
 

 Boy Overboard (Asia 
perspectives) 

 Pharoah, Pankration, Julius 
Caesar (historical perspectives) 

 Holes (sustainability) 

 Coraline (visual, graphic and 
written texts) 

 

 

 

  



26   Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016 

Year 7 Mathematics 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students solve problems involving the comparison, addition and subtraction of integers. 

They make the connections between whole numbers and index notation and the relationship between perfect 

squares and square roots. They solve problems involving percentages and all four operations with fractions 

and decimals. They compare the cost of items to make financial decisions. Students represent numbers using 

variables. They connect the laws and properties for numbers to algebra. They interpret simple linear 

representations and model authentic information. Students describe different views of three-dimensional 

objects. They represent transformations in the Cartesian plane. They solve simple numerical problems 

involving angles formed by a transversal crossing two parallel lines. Students identify issues involving the 

collection of continuous data. They describe the relationship between the median and mean in data displays. 

Students use fractions, decimals and percentages, and their equivalences. They express one quantity as a 

fraction or percentage of another. Students solve simple linear equations and evaluate algebraic expressions 

after numerical substitution. They assign ordered pairs to given points on the Cartesian plane. Students use 

formulas for the area and perimeter of rectangles and calculate volumes of rectangular prisms. Students 

classify triangles and quadrilaterals. They name the types of angles formed by a transversal crossing parallel 

line. Students determine the sample space for simple experiments with equally likely outcomes and assign 

probabilities to those outcomes. They calculate mean, mode, median and range for data sets. They construct 

stem-and-leaf plots and dot-plots. 

CONTENT DESCRIPTORS: 

Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability 

 Number and place value: 
 Powers and prime numbers 
 Square numbers and square 

roots 
 Associative, cumulative and 

distributive laws 
 Compare, order, subtract 

integers 
 Real numbers: 

 Fractions (adding, 
subtraction, multiplying and 
dividing) 

 Number lines 
 Rounding decimals 
 Percentages of quantities 
 Simple rounding 

 Money and financial 
mathematics: 
 Investigate best buys 

 Patterns and algebra: 
 Algebraic terms and 

expressions 
 Linear and non-linear 

relationships: 
 Plot points on Cartesian 

plane 
 Solve simple linear equations 
 Investigate, interpret and 

analyse graphs 

 Using units of measurement: 
 Areas of rectangles, 

triangles, parallelograms 
 Volume of rectangular 

prisms 
 Shape: 

 Prisms and solids 
 Location and transformation: 

 Translations, reflections and 
rotations on the Cartesian 
plane 

 Geometric reasoning: 
 Corresponding, alternate 

and co-inferior angles 
 Parallel lines 
 Angle sum of triangles and 

quadrilaterals 
 Classifying triangles 

 

 Chance: 
 Sample spaces for 

equally likely outcomes 
 probabilities 
 Data representation 

and interpretation 
Numerical data: 

 Stem-and-leaf plots and 
dot plots 

 Calculate mean, 
median, mode and 
range of sets of data 
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Year 7 Science  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students describe techniques to separate pure substances from mixtures. They 

represent and predict the effects of unbalanced forces, including Earth’s gravity, on motion. They explain 

how the relative positions of the Earth, sun and moon affect phenomena on Earth. They analyse how the 

sustainable use of resources depends on the way they are formed and cycle through Earth systems. They 

predict the effect of environmental changes on feeding relationships and classify and organise diverse 

organisms based on observable differences. Students describe situations where scientific knowledge from 

different science disciplines has been used to solve a real-world problem. They explain how the solution 

was viewed by, and impacted on, different groups in society. 

Students identify questions that can be investigated scientifically. They plan fair experimental methods, 

identifying variables to be changed and measured. They select equipment that improves fairness and 

accuracy and describe how they considered safety. Students draw on evidence to support their conclusions. 

They summarise data from different sources, describe trends and refer to the quality of their data when 

suggesting improvements to their methods. They communicate their ideas, methods and findings using 

scientific language and appropriate representations. 

CONTENT: 

Understanding Human Endeavour Skills 

 Biological Sciences: 
 Adaptation and 

classification 

 Chemical Sciences: 
 Mixtures and solutions 

 Earth and Space Sciences: 
 Water cycle, seasons and 

eclipses, renewable and 
non-renewable resources) 

 Physical Sciences: 
 Forces and gravity 

 

 Nature and Development of 
Science 

 Use and Influence of Science 
 

 Questioning and Predicting 

 Planning and Conducting 

 Processing and Analysing Data 
and Information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 
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Year 7 Humanities and Social Sciences – History  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the 

effects of change on societies, individuals and groups. They describe events and developments from the 

perspective of different people who lived at the time. Students explain the role of groups and the 

significance of particular individuals in society. They identify past events and developments that have been 

interpreted in different ways. 

 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using dating conventions 

to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical 

inquiry. They identify and select a range of sources and locate, compare and use information to answer 

inquiry questions. They examine sources to explain points of view. When interpreting sources, they identify 

their origin and purpose. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and explanations. In developing 

these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, 

incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information. 

 

CONTENT:  

The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of history from the time of the earliest human communities to the 

end of the ancient period, approximately 60 000 BC (BCE) – c.650 AD (CE). It was a period defined by the 

development of cultural practices and organised societies. The study of the ancient world includes the 

discoveries (the remains of the past and what we know) and the mysteries (what we do not know) about 

this period of history, in a range of societies including Australia, Egypt, Greece, Rome, China and India. 

History 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Uncovering the Past 

 Overview of the Ancient World 

 The Mediterranean World 

 The Asian World – China 

Skills: 

 Chronology, Terms and Concepts 

 Historical Questions and Research 

 Analysis and use of Sources 

 Perspectives and Interpretations 

 Explanation and Communication 
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Year 7 Humanities and Social Sciences – Geography  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students describe geographical processes that influence the characteristics of places 

and how places are perceived and valued differently. They explain interconnections between people, places 

and environments and describe how they change places and environments. They propose simple 

explanations for spatial distributions and patterns among phenomena. They describe alternative strategies 

to a geographical challenge and propose a response, taking into account environmental, economic and 

social factors. 

Students identify geographically significant questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information 

from primary and secondary sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location and 

distribution of geographical phenomena in a range of graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale 

maps that conform to cartographic conventions. They analyse geographical data and other information to 

propose simple explanations for spatial patterns, trends and relationships and draw conclusions. Students 

present findings and arguments using relevant geographical terminology and graphic representations in a 

range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge taking account 

of environmental, economic and social considerations and describe the expected effects of their proposal. 

CONTENT: 

Geography 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Water in the World: 
 How water connects people and places 
 How water is valued 

 Place and Liveability: 
 Places people live 
 What makes a place liveable 

Skills: 

 Observing, Questioning and Planning 

 Collecting, Recording, Evaluating and 
Representing 

 Interpreting, Analysing and Concluding 

 Communicating 

 Reflecting and Responding  
 

 

  



30   Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016 

Year 7 Humanities and Social Sciences – Economics and Business  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students describe the interdependence of consumers and producers in the market. 

They explain the importance of short- and long-term planning to individual and business success and 

identify different strategies that may be used. They describe the characteristics of successful businesses 

and explain how entrepreneurial capabilities contribute to this success. Students identify the reasons 

individuals choose to work and describe the various sources of income that exist. 

When researching, students develop questions and gather data and information from different sources to 

investigate an economic or business issue. They interpret data to identify trends. They propose alternative 

responses to an issue and assess the costs and benefits of each alternative. They apply economics and 

business knowledge, skills and concepts to familiar problems. Students develop and present conclusions 

using appropriate texts, terms and concepts. They identify the effects of their decisions and the possible 

effects of alternative actions. 

CONTENT:  

History 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Whose Business is it anyway? 
 Way consumers and producers respond to 

and influence each other in the market 
 Short- and long-term personal, organisational 

and financial objectives 
 Entrepreneurs and successful businesses 
 Why individuals work, types of work and how 

people derive an income 
 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Interpretation and Analysis 

 Economic Reasoning, Decision-making and 
Application 

 Communication and Reflection 
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Year 7 Humanities and Social Sciences – Civics and Citizenship  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students explain features of Australia’s system of government, and the purpose of the 

Constitution in Australia’s representative democracy. They explain how Australia’s legal system is based on 

the principle of justice. Students identify the importance of shared values, and explain the diverse nature of 

Australian society. 

When researching, students develop a range of questions and gather and analyse information from 

different sources to investigate Australia’s political and legal systems. They consider different points of 

view on civics and citizenship issues. When planning for action, students take into account multiple 

perspectives to develop solutions to an issue. Students develop and present arguments on civics and 

citizenship issues using appropriate texts, terms and concepts. They identify ways they can be active and 

informed citizens. 

CONTENT: 

Civics and Citizenship 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Government and Democracy: 
 Purpose and value of Australian Constitution 
 Roles of the Houses of Parliament 
 Referendum 

 Laws and Citizens: 
 How Australia’s legal system aims to provide 

justice 
 
Topics integrated during camp trip to Canberra: 

 Citizenship, diversity and identity: 
 How values including freedom, respect, 

inclusion, responsibility, compassion, equality 
and a ‘fair go’, can promote cohesion within 
Australian society 

 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Analyses, Synthesis and Interpretation 

 Problem-solving and Decision-making 

 Communication and Reflection 
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Year 7 Health and Physical Education 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Students investigate strategies and resources to manage changes and transitions and their impact on 

identities. Students evaluate the impact on wellbeing of relationships and respecting diversity. They analyse 

factors that influence emotional responses. They investigate strategies and practices that enhance their 

own and others’ health and wellbeing. They investigate and apply movement concepts and strategies to 

achieve movement and fitness outcomes. They examine the cultural and historical significance of physical 

activities and examine how connecting to the environment can enhance health and wellbeing. 

Students apply personal and social skills to establish and maintain respectful relationships and promote fair 

play and inclusivity. They demonstrate skills to make informed decisions, and propose and implement 

actions that promote their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. Students demonstrate control and 

accuracy when performing specialised movement skills. They apply and refine movement concepts and 

strategies to suit different movement situations. They apply the elements of movement to compose and 

perform movement sequences. 

CONTENT: 

Health and Physical Education 

Personal, Social and Community Health: 

 Being healthy, safe and active 

 Communicating and interacting for health and 
wellbeing 

 Contributing to healthy and active communities 
 
Covered through: 

 Alcohol and other drugs 

 Food and nutrition 

 Health benefits of physical activity 

 Mental health and wellbeing 

 Relationships and sexuality 

 Safety 
 

Movement and Physical Activity: 

 Moving our body 

 Understanding movement 

 Learning through movement 
 
Covered through: 

 Invasion games 

 Target games 

 Striking and fielding 

 Court-divided games 

 Athletics 
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Year 7 The Arts  

The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and 

encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. The five Arts subjects in the Australian 

Curriculum are Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, and Visual Arts. Together they provide opportunities for 

students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual 

ideas, emotions, observations and experiences. 

Students complete a semester of Visual Arts and a semester of Performing Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, 

Music). 

PERFORMING ARTS CONTENT: 

D
an

ce
 

 Combine elements of dance and improvise by making literal movements into abstract movements.  

 Develop their choreographic intent by applying the elements of dance to select and organise 
movement. 

 Practise and refine technical skills in style-specific techniques. 

 Structure presentations using choreographic devices and form. 

 Rehearse and perform focusing on expressive skills appropriate to style and/or choreographic intent. 

 Analyse how choreographers use elements of dance and production elements to communicate 
intent. 

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of dance from contemporary to enrich their 
dance-making, starting with dance in Australia. 

D
ra

m
a 

 Combine the elements of drama in devised and scripted drama to explore and develop issues, ideas 
and themes. 

 Develop roles and characters consistent with situation, dramatic forms and performance styles to 
convey status, relationships and intentions. 

 Develop and refine expressive skills in voice and movement to communicate ideas and dramatic 
action in different performance styles and conventions. 

 Perform devised and scripted drama maintaining commitment to role. 

 Analyse how the elements of drama have been combined in devised and scripted drama to convey 
different forms, performance styles and dramatic meaning. 

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of drama from contemporary and past times to 
explore viewpoints and enrich their drama making. 

M
ed

ia
 A

rt
s 

 Experiment with the organisation of ideas to structure stories through media conventions and genres 
to create points of view in images, sounds and text. 

 Develop media representations to show familiar or shared social and cultural values and beliefs. 

 Develop and refine media production skills to shape the technical and symbolic elements of images, 
sounds and text for a specific purpose and meaning. 

 Plan, structure and design media artworks that engage audiences. 

 Present media artworks for different community and institutional contexts with consideration of 
ethical and regulatory issues. 

 Analyse how technical and symbolic elements are used in media artworks to create representations 
influenced by story, genre, values and points of view of particular audiences. 

 Identify specific features and purposes of media artworks from contemporary and past times to 
explore viewpoints and enrich their media arts making, starting with Australian media artworks. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=TheArts&t=conventions
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=TheArts&t=viewpoints
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M
u

si
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 Experiment with texture and timbre in sound sources using aural skills. 

 Develop musical ideas, such as mood, by improvising, combining and manipulating the elements of 
music. 

 Practise and rehearse a variety of music, including Australian music to develop technical and 
expressive skills.  

 Structure compositions by combining and manipulating the elements of music using notation.  

 Perform and present a range of music, using techniques and expression appropriate to style.  

 Analyse composers’ use of the elements of music and stylistic features when listening to and 
interpreting music. 

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of music from different eras to explore 
viewpoints and enrich their music making, starting with Australian music including music of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

  

Ta
sk

s 

 Research, prepare, script, rehearse and present a performance in the style of Ancient Greek Theatre, 
including a short monologue. 

 Research, prepare, edit and present a short, silent, black and white film using an understanding of 
filmmaking techniques explored in class. 

 Video review. 

 Using creative movement to express a message to an audience. 

 Music students use their understanding of musical language to develop ensemble performances 
using drum kit, guitar and piano.  

 

VISUAL ARTS CONTENT: 

V
is

u
al

 A
rt

s 

 Experiment with visual arts conventions and techniques, including exploration of techniques used by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, to represent a theme, concept or idea in their artwork.  

 Develop ways to enhance their intentions as artists through exploration of how artists use materials, 
techniques, technologies and processes.  

 Develop planning skills for art-making by exploring techniques and processes used by different 
artists.  

 Practice techniques and processes to enhance representation of ideas in their art-making.  

 Present artwork demonstrating consideration of how the artwork is displayed to enhance the artist’s 
intention to an audience.  

 Analyse how artists use visual conventions in artworks.  

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of visual artworks from contemporary and past 
times to explore viewpoints and enrich their art-making, starting with Australian artworks including 
those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

  

Ta
sk

s 

 2D: 
 Elements of Art – line, shape, form, value, tone and texture (portfolio pages). 
 Portraiture (line, 2D and 3D shape). 
 Continuous line drawing (line, shape, colour, patterns). 
 Frottage (texture). 
 Painting (colour, tone, value). 
 Printing (environmental theme, texture). 

 3D: 
 Ceramic exploration – slab construction, engraving and underglazing (form, texture, colour). 

 Theory: 
 Investigation of Cultural Mask influences for ceramic exploration (research task). 
 Artist study – John Dahlsen, David Bosun. 
 Personal artist statements. 
 Elements of art artwork analysis. 
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Year 7 Design and Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students explain factors that influence the design of products, services and 

environments to meet present and future needs. They explain the contribution of design and technology 

innovations and enterprise to society. Students explain how the features of technologies impact on 

designed solutions and influence design decisions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts. 

Students create designed solutions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts based on an evaluation 

of needs or opportunities. They develop criteria for success, including sustainability considerations, and use 

these to judge the suitability of their ideas and designed solutions and processes. They create and adapt 

design ideas, make considered decisions and communicate to different audiences using appropriate 

technical terms and a range of technologies and graphical representation techniques. Students apply 

project management skills to document and use project plans to manage production processes. They 

independently and safely produce effective designed solutions for the intended purpose. 

CONTENT: 

Design and Technologies 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 Examine and prioritise competing factors 
including social, ethical and sustainability 
considerations in the development of 
technologies and designed solutions to meet 
community needs for preferred futures. 

 Investigate the ways in which products, services 
and environments evolve locally, regionally and 
globally through the creativity, innovation and 
enterprise of individuals and:  
 Analyse how motion, force and energy are 

used to manipulate and control electro-
mechanical systems when designing simple, 
engineered solutions.  

 Analyse how food and fibre are produced 
when designing managed environments and 
how these can become more sustainable.  

 Analyse ways to produce designed solutions 
through selecting and combining 
characteristics and properties of materials, 
systems, components, tools and equipment 
through a personal electronic portfolio. 

 

Skills: 

 Critique needs or opportunities for designing and 
investigate, analyse and select from a range of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and 
processes to develop design ideas through a 
wooden by-plane and metal dust pan.  

 Generate, develop, test and communicate design 
ideas, plans and processes for various audiences 
using appropriate technical terms and 
technologies including graphical representation 
techniques using AutoDesk.  

 Effectively and safely use a broad range of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and 
techniques to make designed solutions through 
woodwork and metalwork.  

 Independently develop criteria for success to 
assess design ideas, processes and solutions and 
their sustainability through hovercraft 
production and alternative energy. 

 Use project management processes when 
working individually and collaboratively to 
coordinate production of designed solutions. 
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Year 7 Digital Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 7, students distinguish between different types of networks and defined purposes. They 

explain how text, image and audio data can be represented, secured and presented in digital systems. 

Students plan and manage digital projects to create interactive information. They define and decompose 

problems in terms of functional requirements and constraints. Students design user experiences and 

algorithms incorporating branching and iterations, and test, modify and implement digital solutions. They 

evaluate information systems and their solutions in terms of meeting needs, innovation and sustainability. 

They analyse and evaluate data from a range of sources to model and create solutions. They use 

appropriate protocols when communicating and collaborating online. 

CONTENT: 

Digital Technologies 

Knowledge and understanding: 

 Investigate how digital systems represent text, 
image and audio data in binary through WX7 
Robotics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skills: 

 Analyse and visualise data using a range of 
software to create information, and use 
structured data to model objects or events.  

 Define and decompose real-world problems 
taking into account functional requirements and 
economic, environmental, social, technical and 
usability constraints.  

 Design the user experience of a digital system, 
generating, evaluating and communicating 
alternative designs.  

 Design algorithms represented diagrammatically 
and in English, and trace algorithms to predict 
output for a given input and to identify errors.  

 Implement and modify programs with user 
interfaces involving branching, iteration and 
functions in a general-purpose programing 
language.  

 Evaluate how well developed solutions and 
existing information systems meet needs, are 
innovative and take account of future risks and 
sustainability.  

 Create and communicate interactive ideas and 
information collaboratively online, taking into 
account social contexts.  

 Plan and manage projects, including tasks, time 
and other resources required, considering safety 
and sustainability. 

 Process and production skills are covered 
through on-line game production. 
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Year 7 Italian 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Italian is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Italian for whom Italian is an additional 

language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for these learners, 

beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner backgrounds to 

make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Interacting orally and in writing to exchange 

ideas, opinions, experiences, thoughts and 
feelings. 

 Informing:  
 Obtaining, processing, interpreting, and 

conveying information through a range of 
oral, written and multimodal texts. 

 Creating:  
 Responding and creating a range of texts, 

such as stories, songs, drama and music. 

 Translating:  
 Moving between language and culture orally 

and in writing. 

 Reflecting:   
 Participating in intercultural exchange, 

questioning reactions and assumptions. 
 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the language system, including 

sound, writing, grammar and text. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand how languages vary in use and 

change over time and place. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Analysing and understanding the role of 

language and culture in the exchange of 
meaning.  

 

Topics 

 Instruments People Play 

 Sports People Play 

 Leisure Activities 

 Nationalities 

 Countries Languages 

 Telling the time 

 Forms of Transport 

 Present Tense Verbs 

 Ordering Food in a Restaurant 
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Year 7 Japanese 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Japanese is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Japanese for whom Japanese is an 

additional language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for 

these learners, beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner 

backgrounds to make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Use Japanese to interact and collaborate with 

peers and the teacher. 

 Informing:  
 Gather and convey information from a range 

of sources including authentic texts and ICT 
resources. 

 Creating:  
 Interact with and create a variety of 

imaginative texts that incorporate Japanese 
cultural elements. 

 Translating:  
 Interpret written, verbal and non-verbal 

communications in Japanese, provided 
explanations of linguistic and cultural 
differences. 

 Reflecting:   
 Develop a stronger awareness of how 

cultural practices and identity are expressed 
through language. 

 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the systematic nature of 

Japanese grammar and apply this knowledge 
to make meaning. 

 Understand that pronunciation, nature and 
roles of the three written scripts of Hiragana, 
Katakana and Kanji. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand aspects of Japanese language 

such as levels of formality and word-
borrowing from other languages. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Make connections between cultural values 

and language use.  

 

Topics 

 Self-introduction 

 Dates and Festivals 

 Eating and Drinking 

 Travelling Japan 

 Students will strengthen their knowledge of 
Hiragana and be introduced to Kanji 
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Year 8 Religious Education  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Religious Education Framework, underpinning the Religious Education Curriculum, explores the 

Catholic Faith as a believing, living, celebrating faith tradition. The interrelated conceptual strands concern 

the development of knowledge and understanding, skills and capabilities, values and dispositions 

associated with Believing, Living, Celebrating and Praying. Through the Religious Education Curriculum, 

students are provided opportunities to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, appreciate his 

message, ask critical questions and make connections with the faith and life.  

The classroom Religious Education Curriculum complements the students’ opportunities to participate in 

the liturgical celebrations throughout the year together with social justice awareness and outreach. 

Students in Years 8 also study a unit of work commonly referred to as MITIOG (Made in the Image of God) 

which is usually studied in Term 3. MITIOG is a program that supports parents and carers in their role as 

educators. It explores the beliefs that humans are made in God's image and likeness and have a vocation to 

love. It follows a scope and sequence which is often integrated with other learning areas such as Health 

Education and further explored in the Year 9 Program, ‘The Rite Journey.’ MITIOG draws from four strands: 

Being Human, Being Sexual, Being Connected and Being Moral. 

The major areas of focus for the Year 8 Religious Education Program are:  

 

 Key Ideas At Standard 3, towards the end of Year 8, the student: 

B
e

lie
vi

n
g 

3. Textual Interpretation: 
Students interpret and explore revelation 
given in Scripture, the Creeds and other 
foundational texts. 
 

4.3 Demonstrates an understanding of the Catholic belief 
that Scripture is the inspired Word of God revealed 
through human authors in their historical and cultural 
contexts. 

4. Church and Community:  
Students critically reflect on change and 
continuity in the praying, believing, living 
and celebrating Church as it engages with 
the world.  

4.4 Evaluates change and continuity in the historical story 
and mission of the Church as it evolves in relationship 
with world religions, cultures and communities.  
 

Li
vi

n
g 

7. Religious Authority for Ethics: 
Students explore how a critical 
understanding of the origins, sources and 
principles of ethical codes contributes to 
responsible Christian living. 

4. Examines the social and moral teachings of the Church 
and evaluates examples of these teachings in light of the 
lived experience of the Community. 

8. Social Justice & Ethical Issues: 
 Students critically reflect on and apply 
Christian ethic of life to a range of 
contemporary justice and ethical issues. 

4.8 Examines contemporary moral issues in the light of 
two or more religious traditions, and identifies common 
values underpinning different religious and cultural 
practices, such as honesty, compassion and respect. 

C
el

eb
ra

ti
n

g 

9. Sacraments and Sacramentality: 
Students research and explore the concept 
of sacramentality and the place of Christian 
sacraments in the life of the Church.  

4.9 Explores and analyses how historical and cultural 
contexts have shaped the function and components of 
religious rituals, symbols or sacraments. 
 

12. Religious Traditions: 
Students investigate beliefs, rituals and 
festivals in diverse religious traditions and 
demonstrate an appreciation of their own 
tradition and respect for other religious 
traditions. 

4.12 Participates with groups in the community to 
celebrate the interconnectedness of humanity, the 
environment and the presence of the sacred in daily life.  
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Year 8 English 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 8, students understand how the selection of text structures is influenced by the 

selection of language mode and how this varies for different purposes and audiences. Students explain how 

language features, images and vocabulary are used to represent different ideas and issues in texts. 

Students interpret texts, questioning the reliability of sources of ideas and information. They select 

evidence from the text to show how events, situations and people can be represented from different 

viewpoints. They listen for and identify different emphases in texts, using that understanding to elaborate 

upon discussions. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how the selection of language features can be used for particular purposes and 

effects. They explain the effectiveness of language choices they use to influence the audience. Through 

combining ideas, images and language features from other texts, students show how ideas can be 

expressed in new ways. 

Students create texts for different purposes, selecting language to influence audience response. They make 

presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, using language patterns for effect. 

When creating and editing texts to create specific effects, they take into account intended purposes and 

the needs and interests of audiences. They demonstrate understanding of grammar, select vocabulary for 

effect and use accurate spelling and punctuation. 

CONTENT: 

Language Literature Literacy 

 Language Variation and 
Change 

 Language for Interaction 

 Text Structure and 
Organisation 

 Expressing and Developing 
Ideas 

 

 Literature and Content 

 Responding to Literature 

 Examining Literature 

 Creating Literature 
 

 Texts in Context 

 Interacting with Others 

 Interpreting, Analysing, 
Evaluating 

 Creating Texts 

 

Genre Text 

 Biography 

 Exposition/Persuasive Writing 

 Comparative Writing 

 Narrative 

 Analysis 
 

 Lockie Leonard – Human 
Torpedo, Boys in Striped 
Pyjamas, The Wave (personal 
stories) 

 Dougie (Indigenous 
perspective) 

 Trash (Asia perspective) 

 Australian Author Picture 
Books (Narrative) 
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Year 8 Mathematics 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students solve everyday problems involving rates, ratios and percentages. They 

recognise index laws and apply them to whole numbers. They describe rational and irrational numbers. 

Students solve problems involving profit and loss. They make connections between expanding and 

factorising algebraic expressions. Students solve problems relating to the volume of prisms. They make 

sense of time duration in real applications. They identify conditions for the congruence of triangles and 

deduce the properties of quadrilaterals. Students model authentic situations with two-way tables and Venn 

diagrams. They choose appropriate language to describe events and experiments. They explain issues 

related to the collection of data and the effect of outliers on means and medians in that data. 

Students use efficient mental and written strategies to carry out the four operations with integers. They 

simplify a variety of algebraic expressions. They solve linear equations and graph linear relationships on the 

Cartesian plane. Students convert between units of measurement for area and volume. They perform 

calculations to determine perimeter and area of parallelograms, rhombuses and kites. They name the 

features of circles and calculate the areas and circumferences of circles. Students determine 

complementary events and calculate the sum of probabilities. 

CONTENT DESCRIPTORS: 

Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability 

 Number and Place Value: 
 Indices and integers 

 Real Numbers: 
 Fractions, decimals, 

percentages and ratios 

 Money and Financial 
Mathematics: 
 Profit and loss 

 Patterns and Algebra: 
 Expanding brackets and 

factorising 

 Linear and Non-linear 
Relationships: 
 Cartesian plane 
 Linear equations 

 

 Using units of Measurement: 
 Area and volume 
 Perimeters and areas of 

parallelograms, 
trapeziums, rhombuses 
and kites 

 Circle relationships 
 Volume of prisms 
 Time 

 Geometric Reasoning: 
 Consequences of triangle 

and angle properties 
 

 Chance: 
 Complementary events and 

probabilities 
 Represent events using 

two-way tables and venn 
diagrams 

 Data Representation and 
Interpretation: 
 Data collection 
 Mean, medium, mode 
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Year 8 Science  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students compare physical and chemical changes and use the particle model to 

explain and predict the properties and behaviours of substances. They identify different forms of energy 

and describe how energy transfers and transformations cause change in simple systems. They compare 

processes of rock formation, including the time scales involved. They analyse the relationship between 

structure and function at cell, organ and body system levels. Students examine the different science 

knowledge used in occupations. They explain how evidence has led to an improved understanding of a 

scientific idea and describe situations in which scientists collaborated to generate solutions to 

contemporary problems. 

Students identify and construct questions and problems that they can investigate scientifically. They 

consider safety and ethics when planning investigations, including designing field or experimental methods. 

They identify variables to be changed, measured and controlled. Students construct representations of 

their data to reveal and analyse patterns and trends, and use these when justifying their conclusions. They 

explain how modifications to methods could improve the quality of their data and apply their own scientific 

knowledge and investigation findings to evaluate claims made by others. They use appropriate language 

and representations to communicate science ideas, methods and findings in a range of text types. 

CONTENT: 

Understanding Human Endeavour Skills 

 Biological Sciences: 
 Plant/animal calls 

 Chemical Sciences: 
 Particle model (solids, 

liquids, gas) 

 Earth and Space Sciences: 
 Rocks (sedimentary, 

igneous, metamorphic) 

 Physical Sciences: 
 Kinetic and potential 

energy 
 

 Nature and Development of 
Science 

 Use and influence of Science 
 

 Questioning and Predicting 

 Planning and Conducting 

 Processing and Analysing Data 
and Information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016                                                      43 

Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences – History  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students recognise and explain patterns of change and continuity over time. They 

explain the causes and effects of events and developments. They identify the motives and actions of people 

at the time. Students explain the significance of individuals and groups and how they were influenced by 

the beliefs and values of their society. They describe different interpretations of the past. 

 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework with reference to periods 

of time. When researching, students develop questions to frame an historical inquiry. They analyse, select 

and organise information from primary and secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry 

questions. Students identify and explain different points of view in sources. When interpreting sources, 

they identify their origin and purpose, and distinguish between fact and opinion. Students develop texts, 

particularly descriptions and explanations, incorporating analysis. In developing these texts, and organising 

and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and 

acknowledge their sources of information. 

 

CONTENT:  

The Year 8 curriculum provides study of history from the end of the ancient period to the beginning of the 

modern period, c.650 AD (CE) – 1750. This was when major civilisations around the world came into contact 

with each other. Social, economic, religious, and political beliefs were often challenged and significantly 

changed. It was the period when the modern world began to take shape. 

History 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Overview of the Ancient to Modern World 

 Medieval Europe (c.590–c.1500) 

 The Asia-Pacific World 
 Japan under the Shoguns (c.794–c.1867) 

 Expanding Contacts: 
 The Black Death in Asia, Europe and Africa 

(14th century plague) 
 

Skills: 

 Chronology, Terms and Concepts 

 Historical Questions and Research 

 Analysis and use of Sources 

 Perspectives and iInterpretations 

 Explanation and Communication 

 

 

  



44   Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016 

Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences – Geography  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students explain geographical processes that influence the characteristics of places 

and explain how places are perceived and valued differently. They explain interconnections within 

environments and between people and places and explain how they change places and environments. They 

propose explanations for spatial distributions and patterns among phenomena and identify associations 

between distribution patterns. They compare alternative strategies to a geographical challenge and 

propose a response, taking into account environmental, economic and social factors. 

Students identify geographically significant questions from observations to frame an inquiry. They locate 

relevant information from a range of primary and secondary sources to answer inquiry questions. They 

represent data and the location and distribution of geographical phenomena in a range of appropriate 

graphic forms, including maps at different scales that conform to cartographic conventions. They analyse 

geographical data and other information to propose explanations for spatial patterns, trends and 

relationships and draw reasoned conclusions. Students present findings, arguments and ideas using 

relevant geographical terminology and graphic representations in a range of appropriate communication 

forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge taking account of environmental, 

economic and social considerations and predict the outcomes of their proposal. 

 

CONTENT: 

Geography 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Landscapes and Landforms: 
 Landform features 
 Aesthetic, cultural and spiritual values of 

landscapes and landforms 
 The geomorphic processes that produce 

landforms 
 Landscape degradation 
 Ways of protecting landscapes 

 Changing Nations: 
 Urban concentration and settlement patterns 
 Reasons for and effects of internal and 

international migration in Australia 
 Management and planning of Australia’s 

urban future 

Skills: 

 Observing, questioning and planning 

 Collecting, recording, evaluating and 
representing 

 Interpreting, analysing and concluding 

 Communicating 

 Reflecting and responding  
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Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences – Economics and Business  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD 

By the end of Year 8, students explain how markets operate and recognise why governments may influence 

the market’s operation. They explain the rights and responsibilities of consumers and businesses. They 

explain why different types of businesses exist and describe the different ways businesses can respond to 

opportunities in the market. Students describe influences on the way people work, and factors that may 

affect work in the future. 

When researching, students develop questions and gather relevant data and information from different 

sources to investigate an economic or business issue. They interpret data to identify trends and 

relationships. They propose a range of alternative responses to an issue and evaluate the costs and benefits 

of each alternative. They apply economics and business knowledge, skills and concepts to familiar and 

unfamiliar problems. Students develop and present evidence-based conclusions using appropriate texts, 

subject-specific language and concepts. They identify the effects of an economic or business decision and 

the potential consequences of alternative actions. 

CONTENT: 

Economics and Business 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 How markets operate in Australia and why they 
made be influenced by government. 

 Rights and responsibilities of consumers. 

 Types of businesses. 

 Influences on the ways people work. 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Interpretation and Analysis 

 Economic reasoning, Decision-making 
Application 

 Communication and Reflection 
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Year 8 Humanities and Social Sciences – Civics and Citizenship 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students analyse features of Australian democracy, and explain features of Australia’s 

democracy that enable active participation. They recognise different types of law in Australia and explain 

how laws are made. They analyse issues about national identity in Australia and the factors that contribute 

to people’s sense of belonging. 

When researching, students develop a range of questions to investigate Australia’s political and legal 

systems and critically analyse information gathered from different sources for relevance. They explain 

different points of view on civics and citizenship issues. When planning for action, students take into 

account multiple perspectives, use democratic processes, and develop solutions to an issue. Students 

develop and present reasoned arguments on civics and citizenship issues using appropriate texts, subject-

specific language and concepts. They identify ways they can be active and informed citizens in different 

contexts. 

CONTENT:  

Civics and Citizenship 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Government and Democracy: 
 Australian democracy 

 Laws and Citizens: 
 Statutory law and common law 
 Criminal law, civil law and common law 

 Citizenship, Diversity and Identity: 
 Australia’s national identity 
 Multicultural society 

 

Skills: 

 Questioning and Research 

 Analysis, Synthesis and Interpretation 

 Problem-solving and Decision-making 

 Communication and Reflection 
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Year 8 Health and Physical Education 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students investigate strategies and resources to manage changes and transitions and 

their impact on identities. Students evaluate the impact on wellbeing of relationships and respecting 

diversity. They analyse factors that influence emotional responses. They investigate strategies and practices 

that enhance their own and others’ health and wellbeing. They investigate and apply movement concepts 

and strategies to achieve movement and fitness outcomes. They examine the cultural and historical 

significance of physical activities and examine how connecting to the environment can enhance health and 

wellbeing. 

Students apply personal and social skills to establish and maintain respectful relationships and promote fair 

play and inclusivity. They demonstrate skills to make informed decisions, and propose and implement 

actions that promote their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. Students demonstrate control and 

accuracy when performing specialised movement skills. They apply and refine movement concepts and 

strategies to suit different movement situations. They apply the elements of movement to compose and 

perform movement sequences. 

 CONTENT: 

Health and Physical Education 

Personal, Social and Community Health: 

 Being Healthy, Safe and Active 

 Communicating and Interacting for Health and 
Wellbeing 

 Contributing to Healthy and Active Communities 
 
Covered through: 

 Alcohol and other drugs 

 Food and nutrition 

 Health benefits of physical activity 

 Mental health and wellbeing 

 Relationships and sexuality 

 Safety 
 

Movement and Physical Activity: 

 Moving our Body 

 Understanding Movement 

 Learning through Movement 
 
Covered through: 

 Invasion games 

 Target games 

 Striking and fielding 

 Court-divided games 

 Athletics 
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Year 8 The Arts  

The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and 

encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. The five Arts subjects in the Australian 

Curriculum are Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, and Visual Arts. Together they provide opportunities for 

students to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual 

ideas, emotions, observations and experiences. 

Students complete a semester of Visual Arts and a semester of Performing Arts (Dance, Drama, Media Arts, 

Music). 

PERFORMING ARTS CONTENT: 

D
an

ce
 

 Combine elements of dance and improvise by making literal movements into abstract movements.  

 Develop their choreographic intent by applying the elements of dance to select and organise 
movement. 

 Practice and refine technical skills in style-specific techniques. 

 Structure dances using choreographic devices and form. 

 Rehearse and perform focusing on expressive skills appropriate to style and/or choreographic intent. 

 Analyse how choreographers use elements of dance and production elements to communicate 
intent. 

D
ra

m
a 

 Combine the elements of drama in devised drama to explore and develop issues, ideas and themes. 

 Develop roles and characters consistent with situation, dramatic forms and performance styles to 
convey status, relationships and intentions. 

 Develop and refine expressive skills in voice and movement to communicate ideas and dramatic 
action in different performance styles and conventions. 

 Perform devised drama maintaining commitment to role. 

 Analyse how the elements of drama have been combined in devised drama to convey different 
forms, performance styles and dramatic meaning. 

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of drama from contemporary and past times to 
explore viewpoints and enrich their drama making. 

M
ed

ia
 A

rt
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 Experiment with the organisation of ideas to structure stories through media conventions and genres 
to create points of view in images, sounds and text.  

 Develop media representations to show familiar or shared social and cultural values and beliefs. 

 Develop and refine media production skills to shape the technical and symbolic elements of images, 
sounds and text for a specific purpose and meaning. 

 Plan, structure and design media artworks that engage audiences. 

 Present media artworks for different community and institutional contexts with consideration of 
ethical and regulatory issues. 

 Analyse how technical and symbolic elements are used in media artworks to create representations 
influenced by story, genre, values and points of view of particular audiences. 

 Identify specific features and purposes of media artworks from contemporary and past times to 
explore viewpoints and enrich their media arts making, starting with Australian media artworks 
including of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander media artworks. 

 Camera analyses – learn about camera angles in media (bird’s eye view) and how these are effective, 
bring meaning, enhance and tell a story. 

 Storyboards – exploring storyboard and their place in media. How to fill out a storyboard, why they 
are important. 

 Story/theme/characters. 

 Film – camera techniques, tripod, costumes. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=TheArts&t=conventions
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=TheArts&t=viewpoints
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M
u

si
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 Experiment with texture and timbre in sound sources using aural skills.  

 Develop musical ideas, such as mood, by improvising, combining and manipulating the elements of 
music.  

 Practice and rehearse a variety of music, including Australian music to develop technical and 
expressive skills.  

 Structure compositions by combining and manipulating the elements of music using notation.  

 Perform and present a range of music, using techniques and expression appropriate to style.  

 Analyse composers’ use of the elements of music and stylistic features when listening to and 
interpreting music. 

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of music from different eras to explore 
viewpoints and enrich their music making, starting with Australian music including music of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

  

Se
m

e
st

er
 T

as
ks

  Prepare, edit and present a music video using an understanding of filmmaking techniques and 
discussions explored in class. 

 Research, explore, rehearse and perform Mime. 

 Explore roles in the film industry. 

 Investigate History of Rock. 

 Interpret, rehearse and perform songs and instrumental pieces demonstrating technical and 
expressive skills using their understanding of musical language. 

Fu
ll

 y
e

ar
 T
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 Development Journal – explore viewpoints of music, musical culture, development of music practice. 

 Aural Listening – intervals, rhythmic dictation and melodic dictation. 

 Repertoire Listening – exposure to a variety of musical styles. Listen and analyse the music using the 
elements of music. Research a variety of composers. 

 Ensemble and Solo Performances – rehearse and perform in front of audiences. Review and give 
feedback on student performances. 

 Arranging and Composing – arrange a nursery rhyme in a rock style and compose a fanfare. 
Technology of Sibelius and Acid Music. 

 Music History – history of Rock Music and evolution of music. 

 Music Theory – Revision of basic music theory, major/minor scales, key signatures. 
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VISUAL ARTS CONTENT: 

V
is
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 Experiment with visual arts conventions and techniques, including exploration of techniques used by 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, to represent a theme, concept or idea in their artwork.  

 Develop ways to enhance their intentions as artists through exploration of how artists use materials, 
techniques, technologies and processes.  

 Develop planning skills for art-making by exploring techniques and processes used by different 
artists.  

 Practice techniques and processes to enhance representation of ideas in their art-making.  

 Present artwork demonstrating consideration of how the artwork is displayed to enhance the artist’s 
intention to an audience.  

 Analyse how artists use visual conventions in artworks.  

 Identify and connect specific features and purposes of visual artworks from contemporary and past 
times to explore viewpoints and enrich their art-making, starting with Australian artworks including 
those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. 

  

Ta
sk
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 2D: 
 Ancient Japan – water colour pencils (composition, toning, blending, colour). 
 Impressionism – Acrylic painting (paint application and techniques). 
 Post-Impressionism (landscape) – Multi-media Artwork (van Gogh inspired artwork) i.e. paper, 

pastel, pencil, paint. 
 Cubism (portraiture) – Pen and water colour paints. 
 Surrealism (digital photography) – Dali and Magritte inspired (basic principles of PhotoShop). 
 Pop Art (digital photography) – colour manipulation through PhotoShop. 

 3D: 
 Ceramic exploration – coiled figures/idols (stone-age inspired). Coiling, under-glazing, joining and 

engraving/sgraffito. 

 Theory: 
 Timeline of facts – period specific (includes facts, images and drawings). Stone Age, Ancient 

Japan, Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism and Pop Art. 
 Annotated Portfolio work and experimentation. 
 Personal Artists Statements. 
 Artist Study – Vincent van Gogh. 
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Year 8 Design and Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students explain factors that influence the design of products, services and 

environments to meet present and future needs. They explain the contribution of design and technology 

innovations and enterprise to society. Students explain how the features of technologies impact on 

designed solutions and influence design decisions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts. 

Students create designed solutions for each of the prescribed technologies contexts based on an evaluation 

of needs or opportunities. They develop criteria for success, including sustainability considerations, and use 

these to judge the suitability of their ideas and designed solutions and processes. They create and adapt 

design ideas, make considered decisions and communicate to different audiences using appropriate 

technical terms and a range of technologies and graphical representation techniques. Students apply 

project management skills to document and use project plans to manage production processes. They 

independently and safely produce effective designed solutions for the intended purpose. 

CONTENT: 

Design and Technologies 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Examine and prioritise competing factors 
including social, ethical and sustainability 
considerations in the development of 
technologies and designed solutions to meet 
community needs for preferred futures. 

 Investigate the ways in which products, services 
and environments evolve locally, regionally and 
globally through the creativity, innovation and 
enterprise of individuals and:  
 Analyse how motion, force and energy are 

used to manipulate and control 
electromechanical systems when designing 
simple, engineered solutions.  

 Analyse how food and fibre are produced 
when designing managed environments and 
how these can become more sustainable.  

 Analyse how characteristics and properties of 
food determine preparation techniques and 
presentation when designing solutions for 
healthy eating.  

 Analyse ways to produce designed solutions 
through selecting and combining 
characteristics and properties of materials, 
systems, components, tools and equipment 
through a personal electronic portfolio. 

 

Skills: 

 Critique needs or opportunities for designing and 
investigate, analyse and select from a range of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and 
processes to develop design ideas through the 
production of an Ipod stand.  

 Generate, develop, test and communicate design 
ideas, plans and processes for various audiences 
using appropriate technical terms and 
technologies including graphical representation 
techniques through AutoDesk.  

 Effectively and safely use a broad range of 
materials, components, tools, equipment and 
techniques to make designed solutions through 
woodwork, metalwork, electronics and food 
technology.  

 Use project management processes when 
working individually and collaboratively to 
coordinate production of designed solutions. 
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Year 8 Digital Technologies 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 8, students distinguish between different types of networks and defined purposes. They 

explain how text, image and audio data can be represented, secured and presented in digital systems. 

Students plan and manage digital projects to create interactive information. They define and decompose 

problems in terms of functional requirements and constraints. Students design user experiences and 

algorithms incorporating branching and iterations, and test, modify and implement digital solutions. They 

evaluate information systems and their solutions in terms of meeting needs, innovation and sustainability. 

They analyse and evaluate data from a range of sources to model and create solutions. They use 

appropriate protocols when communicating and collaborating online. 

CONTENT: 

Digital Technologies 

Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Investigate how data are transmitted and 
secured in wired, wireless and mobile networks, 
and how the specifications of hardware 
components impact on network activities.  

 Investigate how digital systems represent text, 
image and audio data in binary through EV3 
Robotics. 

Skills: 

 Analyse and visualise data using a range of 
software to create information, and use 
structured data to model objects or events.  

 Define and decompose real-world problems 
taking into account functional requirements and 
economic, environmental, social, technical and 
usability constraints.  

 Design the user experience of a digital system, 
generating, evaluating and communicating 
alternative designs.  

 Design algorithms represented diagrammatically 
and in English, and trace algorithms to predict 
output for a given input and to identify errors 
through the use of EV3 Robotics.  

 Implement and modify programs with user 
interfaces involving branching, iteration and 
functions in a general-purpose programming 
language.  

 Evaluate how well-developed solutions and 
existing information systems meet needs, are 
innovative and take account of future risks and 
sustainability.  

 Create and communicate interactive ideas and 
information collaboratively online, taking into 
account social contexts.  

 Plan and manage projects, including tasks, time 
and other resources required, considering safety 
and sustainability. 
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Year 8 Italian 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Italian is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Italian for whom Italian is an additional 

language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for these learners, 

beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner backgrounds to 

make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Interacting orally and in writing to exchange 

ideas, opinions, experiences, thoughts and 
feelings. 

 Informing:  
 Obtaining, processing, interpreting, and 

conveying information through a range of 
oral, written and multimodal texts. 

 Creating:  
 Responding and creating a range of texts, 

such as stories, songs, drama and music. 

 Translating:  
 Moving between language and culture orally 

and in writing. 

 Reflecting:   
 Participating in intercultural exchange, 

questioning reactions and assumptions. 
 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the language system, including 

sound, writing, grammar and text. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand how languages vary in use and 

change over time and place. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Analysing and understanding the role of 

language and culture in the exchange of 
meaning.  

 

Topics 

 Rooms of a House 

 Dates 

 Ordinal and Cardinal Numbers 

 Count above 1000 

 Modal Verbs 

 Possessive Adjectives 

 Formation of the Past/Perfect Tense 

 Carnevale 

 The Weather 

 Articulated Prepositions 
 

 

  



54   Sacred Heart College Middle School Curriculum Handbook 2016 

Year 8 Japanese 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Japanese is pitched for the majority of the cohort of learners of Japanese for whom Japanese is an 

additional language. The curriculum has been developed according to two main learning sequences for 

these learners, beginners or continuous. Teachers use the curriculum to cater for the range of learner 

backgrounds to make adjustments to personalise learning experiences.  

CONTENT: 

Japanese 

Communicating: 

 Socialising:  
 Use Japanese to interact and collaborate with 

peers and the teacher. 

 Informing:  
 Gather and convey information from a range 

of sources including authentic texts and ICT 
resources. 

 Creating:  
 Interact with and create a variety of 

imaginative texts that incorporate Japanese 
cultural elements. 

 Translating:  
 Interpret written, verbal and non-verbal 

communications in Japanese, provided 
explanations of linguistic and cultural 
differences. 

 Reflecting:   
 Develop a stronger awareness of how 

cultural practices and identity are expressed 
through language. 

 

Understanding: 

 Systems of Language: 
 Understand the systematic nature of 

Japanese grammar and apply this knowledge 
to make meaning. 

 Understand that pronunciation, nature and 
roles of the three written scripts of Hiragana, 
Katakana and Kanji. 

 Language Variation and Change:  
 Understand aspects of Japanese language 

such as levels of formality and word-
borrowing from other languages. 

 Role of Language and Culture:  
 Make connections between cultural values 

and language use.  

 

Topics 

 Self-introduction 

 Food and Restaurants 

 School Life  

 Travelling in Japan 

 Students will strengthen their knowledge of 
Hiragana and be introduced to Katakana 
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Year 9 Religious Education  

SUBJECT DESCRIPTION: 

The Religious Education Framework, underpinning the Religious Education Curriculum, explores the 

Catholic Faith as a believing, living, celebrating faith tradition. The interrelated conceptual strands concern 

the development of knowledge and understanding, skills and capabilities, values and dispositions 

associated with Believing, Living, Celebrating and Praying. Through the Religious Education Curriculum, 

students are provided opportunities to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, appreciate his 

message, ask critical questions and make connections with the faith and life.  

The classroom Religious Education Curriculum complements the students’ opportunities to participate in 

the liturgical celebrations throughout the year together with social justice awareness and outreach. 

Students in Years 9 also study a unit of work commonly referred to as MITIOG (Made in the Image of God) 

which is usually studied in Term 3. MITIOG is a program that supports parents and carers in their role as 

educators. It explores the beliefs that humans are made in God's image and likeness and have a vocation to 

love. It follows a scope and sequence which is often integrated with other learning areas such as Health 

Education and further explored in the Year 9 Program, ‘The Rite Journey.’ MITIOG draws from four strands: 

Being Human, Being Sexual, Being Connected and Being Moral. 

The major areas of focus for the Year 9 Religious Education Program are:  
 

 Key Ideas At Standard 5, towards the end of Year 9, the student: 

B
e

lie
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n
g 

2. Being Human:  
Students respond to the idea that humanity 
is made in the image of God and grounded 
in God’s love, and explore the theme of 
grace and sin. 

5.2 Critically reflects on faith as a personal and communal 
response to the human search for meaning and purpose 
in the context of a world that is both sinful and graced. 
 

3. Textual Interpretations:     
Students interpret and explore revelation 
given in Scripture, the Creeds and other 
foundational texts. 

5.3 Explores the structure of the Bible and discusses 
themes, such as creation, covenant, liberation and 
wisdom, as they develop through the First and Second 
Testaments. 

Li
vi

n
g 

6. Moral Decision-making 
Students appreciate how the process of 
informing one’s conscience enables 
individuals to exercise authentic freedom 
when making decisions.  

5.6 Evaluates the claim that an informed conscience is 
necessary for responsible moral choices by individuals 
and groups. 

8. Social Justice and Ethical Issues: 
Students critically reflect on and apply a 
Christian ethic of life to a range of 
contemporary justice and ethical issues.  

5.8 Considers and analyses ethical scenarios from various 
perspectives and working collaboratively, designs 
innovative solutions that take into account core Christian 
values. 

C
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10. Prayer and Liturgy: 
Students explore prayer, including liturgical 
prayer, within the Christian Tradition as 
celebration of God’s presence in people’s 
lives. 

5.10 Evaluates a variety of historical and cultural issues 
relating to prayer and liturgical celebrations and 
appraises prayer and ritual as necessary aspects of the 
spiritual journey. 

12. Religious Traditions: 
Students investigate beliefs, rituals and 
festivals in diverse religious traditions and 
demonstrate an appreciation for their own 
tradition and respect of other religious 
traditions.  

5.12 Explores the contribution of diverse cultures and 
traditions, particularly the Indigenous tradition to 
Australian Spirituality.  
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Year 9 English 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Receptive modes (listening, reading and viewing) 

By the end of Year 9, students analyse the ways that text structures can be manipulated for effect. They 

analyse and explain how images, vocabulary choices and language features distinguish the work of 

individual authors. 

They evaluate and integrate ideas and information from texts to form their own interpretations. They 

select evidence from the text to analyse and explain how language choices and conventions are used to 

influence an audience. They listen for ways texts position an audience. 

Productive modes (speaking, writing and creating) 

Students understand how to use a variety of language features to create different levels of meaning. They 

understand how interpretations can vary by comparing their responses to texts to the responses of others. 

In creating texts, students demonstrate how manipulating language features and images can create 

innovative texts. 

Students create texts that respond to issues, interpreting and integrating ideas from other texts. They make 

presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, comparing and evaluating responses 

to ideas and issues. They edit for effect, selecting vocabulary and grammar that contribute to the precision 

and persuasiveness of texts and using accurate spelling and punctuation. 

CONTENT: 

Language Literature Literacy 

 Language Variation and 
Change 

 Language for Interaction 

 Text Structure and 
Organisation 

 Expressing and Developing 
Ideas 

 Literature and Content 

 Responding to Literature 

 Examining Literature 

 Creating Literature 
 

 Texts in Context 

 Interacting with Others 

 Interpreting, Analysing, 
Evaluating 

 Creating Texts 

 

Genre Text 

 Personal Writing 

 Analytical Essay 

 Creative Writing 

 Poetry 
 

 Happiest Refugee (Asian 
perspective) 

 Deadly, Unna? (Indigenous 
perspective) 

 Introduction to Shakespeare 

 Truman Show (power of 
media) 
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Year 9 Mathematics 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 9, students solve problems involving simple interest. They interpret ratio and scale 

factors in similar figures. Students explain similarity of triangles. They recognise the connections between 

similarity and the trigonometric ratios. Students compare techniques for collecting data in primary and 

secondary sources. They make sense of the position of the mean and median in skewed, symmetric and bi-

modal displays to describe and interpret data. 

Students apply the index laws to numbers and express numbers in scientific notation. They expand 

binomial expressions. They find the distance between two points on the Cartesian plane and the gradient 

and midpoint of a line segment. They sketch linear and non-linear relations. Students calculate areas of 

shapes and the volume and surface area of right prisms and cylinders. They use Pythagoras’ Theorem and 

trigonometry to find unknown sides of right-angled triangles. Students calculate relative frequencies to 

estimate probabilities, list outcomes for two-step experiments and assign probabilities for those outcomes. 

They construct histograms and back-to-back stem-and-leaf plots. 

CONTENT: 

Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability 

 Real numbers: 
 Solve problems involving 

direct proportion 
 Relationship between 

graphs and equations 
 Index laws and integer 

indices 
 Scientific notation 

 Money and financial 
mathematics: 
 Simple interest 

 Patterns and algebra 
Index laws and integers: 

 Distributive law 

 Linear and non-linear 
relationships: 
 Cartesian plane (distance 

between two points, 
midpoint, gradient and 
interval) 

 Linear graphs 
 

 Using units of measurement: 
 Areas of composite shapes 
 Surface area and volume of 

cylinders and prisms 
 Scales and intervals 

 Geometric reasoning: 
 Transformation 
 Ratio and scale 

 Pythagoras and trigonometry: 
 Pythagoras’ Theorem 
 Investigate sine, cosine and 

tangent ratios for right-
angled triangles 

 Apply trigonometry to 
solve triangle problems 

 

 Chance: 
 Tree diagrams and arrays 
 Probabilities 
 Estimate population means 

and medians 

 Data representation and 
interpretation: 
 Data and categorical 

variables 
 Back-to-back stem-and-leaf 

plots 
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Year 9 Science  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 9, students explain chemical processes and natural radioactivity in terms of atoms and 

energy transfers and describe examples of important chemical reactions. They describe models of energy 

transfer and apply these to explain phenomena. They explain global features and events in terms of 

geological processes and timescales. They analyse how biological systems function and respond to external 

changes with reference to interdependencies, energy transfers and flows of matter. They describe social 

and technological factors that have influenced scientific developments and predict how future applications 

of science and technology may affect people’s lives. 

Students design questions that can be investigated using a range of inquiry skills. They design methods that 

include the control and accurate measurement of variables and systematic collection of data and describe 

how they considered ethics and safety. They analyse trends in data, identify relationships between 

variables and reveal inconsistencies in results. They analyse their methods and the quality of their data, and 

explain specific actions to improve the quality of their evidence. They evaluate others’ methods and 

explanations from a scientific perspective and use appropriate language and representations when 

communicating their findings and ideas to specific audiences. 

CONTENT: 

Understanding Human Endeavour Skills 

 Biological Sciences: 
 Human body systems 

 Chemical Sciences: 
 Atomic theory, acids and 

bases 

 Earth and Space Sciences: 
 Plate tectonics and 

continental movement 

 Physical Sciences: 
 Light and sound 

 

 Nature and Development of 
Science 

 Use and Influence of Science 
 

 Questioning and Predicting 

 Planning and Conducting 

 Processing and Analysing Data 
and Information 

 Evaluating 

 Communicating 
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Year 9 Humanities and Social Sciences – History  

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain 

patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and 

developments and make judgments about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of 

people at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and 

long term. They explain different interpretations of the past. 

Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods 

of time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame an 

historical inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and 

secondary sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to 

compare different points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and 

draw conclusions about their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students 

develop texts, particularly explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In 

developing these texts, and organising and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and 

concepts, evidence identified in sources, and they reference these sources. 

CONTENT:  

The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the history of the making of the modern world from 1750 to 

1918. It was a period of industrialisation and rapid change in the ways people lived, worked and thought. It 

was an era of nationalism and imperialism, and the colonisation of Australia was part of the expansion of 

European power. The period culminated in World War I 1914–1918, the ‘war to end all wars’. 

History 

Historical Knowledge and Understanding: 

 Overview of the Making of the Modern World 

 Depth Studies 

 Making a Better World? 
 The Industrial Revolution (1750–1914) 
 Movement of Peoples (1750–1901) 

 Australia and Asia: 
 Making a nation 

 World War I 
 

Historical Skills: 

 Chronology, Terms and Concepts 

 Historical Questions and Research 

 Analysis and Use of Sources 

 Perspectives and Interpretations 

 Explanation and Communication 
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Year 9 Health and Physical Education 

ACHIEVEMENT STANDARD: 

Students critically analyse contextual factors that influence their identities, relationships, decisions and 

behaviours. They analyse the impact attitudes and beliefs about diversity have on community connection 

and wellbeing. They evaluate the outcomes of emotional responses to different situations. Students access, 

synthesise and apply health information from credible sources to propose and justify responses to health 

situations. Students propose and evaluate interventions to improve fitness and physical activity levels in 

their communities. They examine the role physical activity has played historically in defining cultures and 

cultural identities.  

Students demonstrate leadership, fair play and cooperation across a range of movement and health 

contexts. They apply decision-making and problem-solving skills when taking action to enhance their own 

and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. They apply and transfer movement concepts and strategies to 

new and challenging movement situations. They apply criteria to make judgments about and refine their 

own and others’ specialised movement skills and movement performances. They work collaboratively to 

design and apply solutions to movement challenges. 

CONTENT: 

Health and Physical Education 

 Being Healthy, Safe and Active 

 Communicating and Interacting for Health and 
Wellbeing 

 Contributing to Healthy and Active Communities 
 
Covered through: 

 Alcohol and other drugs 

 Food and nutrition 

 Health benefits of physical activity 

 Mental health and wellbeing 

 Relationships and sexuality 

 Safety 
 

 Moving our Body 

 Understanding Movement 

 Learning Through Movement 
 
Covered through: 

 Invasion games 

 Target games 

 Striking and fielding 

 Court-divided games 

 Athletics 
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Year 9 Elective Options 

Compulsory subjects at Year 9 are: Religious Education, Rite Journey, English, Mathematics, Science, 

History, Health and Physical Education. 

Non-Compulsory subjects at Year 9 are: Languages, The Arts, Technologies, Geography, Civics and 

Citizenship, Economics and Business. 

Students will study the compulsory subjects for the full year and also choose 6 semester length electives to 

complete their timetable.  

Students are required to study at least one option from The Arts, Technologies and General electives and 

must preference all of the offered options. Students should be making preferences in options they enjoy, 

want to explore further or in which they display proficiencies.  

Please be aware that these are preferences only. Electives will only be available if there are sufficient 

students to fill the class. 

Subject and Electives Options 

Option A 
Language 
1 year=2 semesters 

Music A 
1 year=2 semesters  

2 semesters of electives 

Option B 
Language 
1 year=2 semesters 

No Music A 4 semesters of electives 

Option C 
Music A 
1 year=2 semesters 

No Language 6 semesters of electives 

Option D No Language No Music A 6 semesters of electives 

 
Please note that Japanese, Italian and Music A must be studied for a full year and are the only subjects for 

which Sacred Heart College Senior School requires a prerequisite for Year 10. This means that if your son 

plans on studying these subjects in Year 10 he must study them in Year 9.   

ITALIAN (two semesters) 

This subject is a prerequisite to Italian at Sacred Heart College Senior School and is aimed at preparing 

students to study Year 10 or Stage 1 Italian. Students will interact with other students, teachers, and other 

Italian speakers in a range of different contexts and mediums. They will learn to develop written texts such 

as narratives, descriptions and recounts using present, past and future tenses. They develop their oral 

language skills through scripted routines as well as a major class performance. Students research Italian 

culture including sport, technology, cultural movements and education and make connections and 

comparisons to their own cultural experiences.  

JAPANESE (two semesters) 

This subject is a prerequisite to Japanese at Sacred Heart College Senior School and is aimed at preparing 

students to study Year 10 or Stage 1 Japanese. Students will work with peers, teachers and native Japanese 

speakers in a variety of contexts, in person and through the use of technology. There will be emphasis on 

the continued practice of writing and reading texts in Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji. Students will develop 

oral, aural and written language skills through written, imaginative and expressive ways (skits, interview 

and plays). Exploring Japanese culture and language will assist students to make connections and 

comparisons to their own cultural experiences.   
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THE ARTS ELECTIVES 

Music A (two semesters) 
Music A is a prerequisite to Music at Sacred Heart College Senior School. Students with some experience 
with a musical instrument will focus on this to create and respond to music in large ensembles, small 
ensembles and individually. They focus on developing their perception of and opinions about music and use 
their aural and notation skills to enhance their own musical understanding and performances. Students will 
explore different genres associated with the history of Jazz in practical and historical contexts. They will 
also prepare a musical arrangement for the class, demonstrating an understanding of the instrumentation 
within the class. 
 
Music B (one semester) 
Music B is a condensed version of Music A. Students will build upon their basic music theory and use these 
skills to arrange and compose pieces of music. Students will learn about the music industry with a focus on 
different roles and possible career paths while developing their performance skills through group and solo 
performances, culminating in a class ensemble performance. Students will also develop their appreciation 
and understanding of music through inquiry-based learning tasks focusing on film music and Jazz history. 
 
Stagecraft (one semester) 
Students will use elements of Drama and Dance to develop and respond in ensembles and individually. 
They will focus on characterisation while developing their perception and opinions about Drama both 
within the classroom and through live or recorded performance. Opportunity will be given to explore 
aspects of theatre and stage production including lighting, stage management, sound and music. In Dance 
students will use their performance skills to enhance their own understanding and develop their 
appreciation. Students use the elements of dance as a directive for inquiry-based learning tasks that will 
see them choreograph performances.  
 
Media Arts (one semester) 
Through the use of film, students will explore social and cultural values and investigate how genre and 
media conventions can be used to portray different points of view. They will analyse a film focusing on 
camera angles, technical elements, genre, editing and narrative devices. Students have the opportunity to 
create their own media arts portfolio which will include examples of their own ‘camera shots’ to reflect 
their understanding of camera techniques. They work collaboratively as a film production team to design 
and produce their own short horror film, using techniques and tools in order to convey the element of the 
genre to an intended audience. They focus on four phases; pre-production, production, post-production 
and distribution. Students may use a variety of film-making programs such as Stop Motion Pro and Movie 
Studio. 
 
Visual Arts (one semester) 
Students will create and design 2D and 3D artworks using a variety of materials and by applying various 
techniques. Students may work with pen, pencil, pastels, inks and various paints to create 2D drawings and 
paintings. Printmaking styles such as silk screening, lino and mono printing may also be explored. Students 
will also create artworks in a 3D format, learning about and developing their technical skills. Various artists, 
techniques and art movements will be researched as prescribed by the theme of their artworks. 
 
Visual Arts – Design (one semester) 
Students will be introduced to the visual qualities of the Elements and Principles of Design through a variety 
of practical tasks using a combination of 2D digital (Photoshop and Digital Photography), drawing and 
painting techniques to practice the Elements and create mixed media artworks. Students will research 
various artists and styles to develop an understanding of how different mediums can be used together to 
create contemporary artworks. 
 
  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=F10AS&t=Design
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES ELECTIVES 
 
Timber Design and Construction (one semester) 
Students will follow the design process to develop their ideas and produce technical drawings using Google 
Sketch-Up, building on the skills they have developed in previous years by learning numerous jointing 
techniques. The majority of the time will be spent in the workshop developing their skills through the use of 
hand and power tools and learning finishing techniques as they use their knowledge to design and 
construct a quality project made from timber and timber products.  
 
Food Technology/Timber Design and Construction (one term of each) 
Food Technology – Students will gain experience in food preparation, food production and presentation, 
together with the importance of cleaning up, food hygiene and food safety in a kitchen environment. They 
will learn how to follow recipes, work with raw ingredients, balance flavours and work in a group situation. 
As they develop in confidence and skill, cooking techniques progressively become more complex, utlilising a 
variety of equipment and cooking methods. The theoretical component involves the investigation of the 
‘farm to fork’ phenomenon as well as the ‘100km diet’. Students research the journey food takes and the 
ethical, economic and environmental impacts of food choices. 
 
Timber Design & Construction – Students will follow the design process to develop their ideas and produce 
technical drawings using Google Sketch-Up. They will learn and apply numerous jointing techniques. The 
majority of the time will be spent in the workshop developing their skills through the use of hand and 
power tools and learning finishing techniques as they use their knowledge to construct a quality project 
made from timber and timber products.   
 
Electronics (one semester) 
Students explore the use of resistors, capacitors, transistors and LEDs. Using breadboards they will be 
introduced to integrated circuit boards and will develop an understanding of Microelectronics through the 
use of electronic kits. They will explore control systems such as Decision Making and Memory and they will 
learn about Binary Coding and its use with fibre optics. 
 
Digital Technologies (one semester) 
Students will develop their understanding of robotics and robotics programming using EV3 Lego Robotic 
Kits. They will develop algorithms and code to enhance their understanding of programming. Students have 
the opportunity to produce Computer Aided Designs (CAD) drawings using appropriate software and have 
the ability to print their designs using 3D printing techniques. 
 
Metalwork (one semester) 
Students will develop basic metal engineering skills. They will spend time developing their oxy-propane 
welding skills and be introduced to other forms of welding such as Metal Inert Gas and Arc. Students have 
the opportunity to use a metal lathe and also learn the techniques of cutting a thread. Students will be 
involved with using numerous hand tools on their way to producing a collapsible camping shovel. 
 
Engine Building/Metalwork (one term of each) 
Engine Building – Students will be given the opportunity to completely strip and rebuild a Holden six 
cylinder motor and by the end of the term they will be able to identify each part of the engine and have an 
understanding of the major components and how they contribute to its operation. They will gain 
experience in using specialist tools and techniques.  
 
Metalwork – Students will develop basic metal engineering skills. They will spend time developing their oxy-
propane welding skills and be introduced to other forms of welding such as Metal Inert Gas and Arc. They 
will have the opportunity to use a metal lathe and also learn the techniques of cutting a thread. Students 
will be involved with using numerous hand tools on their way to producing a collapsible camping shovel. 
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GENERAL ELECTIVES 
 
Mathematics A (one semester) 
Aimed at those students who wish to further advance their mathematical skills and understanding in 
preparation for Year 10 Specialist Mathematics. The focus is on the understanding of graphing and algebra, 
circle geometry proofs and an introduction to logarithms. There is an emphasis on developing skills 
associated with problem solving and reasoning and the use of graphic calculators.  
 
Journalism (one semester) 
Students are given an introduction to the world of mass media, through mediums such as print, film and 
radio. They will immerse themselves in ethics discussions, media literacy and communication and the role it 
plays in society. Here they will examine existing media to analyse, critique and influence their own personal 
work. Students will develop their interviewing and communication skills, learning how to: form and break 
down bias, refine their persuasive techniques, construct reports through developing an appropriate voice 
for the subject matter and their audience. Through utilising technology and new journalism skills obtained, 
pieces of media will be constructed whether it is a podcast, magazine production, documentary film, news 
broadcast or blog. 
 
Engineering (one semester) 
Aimed at those students who have a passion for science and engineering. Focusing on a STEM curriculum 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) students will gain an understanding of real-world 
issues through exploration, inquiry, and problem-solving experiences. The curriculum requires critical and 
creative thinking, creativity, effective collaboration, research skills, and communication. Students may also 
be able to participate in various external challenges such as the Science and Engineering Challenge, Aurecon 
Bridge Building Competition. 
 
Web Design (one semester) 
A project-based introduction to web design allowing students to engage with design, creation and 
maintenance of web pages and websites. Students learn how to: critically evaluate website quality, create 
and maintain quality web pages, learn about web design standards and why they’re important, and create 
and manipulate images. The topic progresses from introductory work on web design to a culminating 
project in which students design and develop websites for local community organisations. Students are 
exposed to web design packages and new technologies that are the basis for effective communication of 
information. They will have the opportunity to be creative and express their ideas through appropriate use 
of digital technologies.  
 
Science A (one semester) 
Aimed at those students who wish to further advance their knowledge and understanding of science. This 
course will build on the knowledge already gained through the current Science curriculum. Students 
analyse Newton’s Laws of Physics and how they apply this to everyday situations. They will gain further 
understanding of atomic structure and how the properties of elements are used to organise them in the 
Periodic Table, and be introduced to chemical equations. They develop an understanding of the 
transmission of heritable characteristics from one generation to the next through DNA and genes. 
 
Geography (one semester) 
Students investigate the personal and global patterns of food production and consumption, the impact of 
food production on the natural environment and the potential impacts that related environmental issues 
have on food security. They investigate the capacity of the world’s environments to sustainably feed the 
projected future population, in the face of competing land uses such as biofuel production and 
urbanisation. Students undertake a case study based around the connectedness of the city of Adelaide, 
thinking critically about the factors (e.g. transport, economic, social) that influence Adelaide’s importance 
as a major city. Students will take part in field work, collecting data to analyse and draw conclusions about 
how developments have impacted the city of Adelaide. 
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Civics and Citizenship (one semester) 
Students build an understanding of Australia’s political system and how it enables change as well as 
examining the ways political parties, interest groups, media and individuals influence government and 
decision making processes. They investigate the features and principles of Australia’s court system, 
including its role in applying and interpreting Australian law. Students also examine global connectedness 
and how this is shaping contemporary Australian society. Students will be given the opportunity to explore 
some of Australia’s most significant trials and conduct investigations that compare our democratic process 
with the political and legal system of other countries.  
 
Economics and Business (one semester) 
Students will develop an understanding of business concepts, the Australian economy and its place in the 
global economy. They will investigate the relationship between these global connections, why and how 
these exist and the importance of managing financial risk and reward. Students will compete against 
classmates by creating their own virtual stock portfolio and immersing themselves in real world learning as 
they experience the highs and lows which come from investing in the stock market. Studying real world 
examples such as the ‘Global Financial Crisis,’ students will participate in an inquiry process which allows 
them to analyse current and future trends.  
 
Biomechanical Analysis (one semester)  
Students will gain an understanding of the human body in relation to exercise and sports science. They will 
have an opportunity to examine a number of sports and analyse the technique and practical skills involved 
in delivering specific biomechanical movements. There is also a technology focus involving tracking and 
video analysis whilst investigating and breaking down particular movement patterns, looking at ways of 
improving performance and technique across a number of disciplines. Students will also have an 
opportunity to examine team tactics and strategy in relation to specific sports. They will use a game sense 
approach to examine key aspects of skills required in sports and identify patterns of play to improve 
performance.  
 
Physiology and Anatomy (one semester) 
Students will gain a basic understanding of human physiology which will enable them to understand the 
multiple dimensions of the human body. They will investigate the anatomy of the human body and the 
impact this can have on exercise. Students will also research the effects of physical activity and make 
connections with nutrition, sports injuries and discover ways to improve health and wellbeing through the 
implementation of specific fitness programs. They will also explore sports psychology and look at key 
influences and issues in the world that shape our beliefs and understandings.  
 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=CNC&t=Media
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=CNC&t=Law
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