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Welcome: I would like to extend a very warm welcome to the entire boarding community. It has been a very busy 
start to the year and more so than ever an emphasis has been placed on “study”, “academic success” and “doing 
your best at all times”.  
 
 The boarding house never sleeps! Once the boarders left in 2013 there were cleaners, tradesman and many 
others in the boarding house continually over the "holidays". The days between Christmas and New Year were the 
only days when the dorms were free of workers. Painter and friend of the boarders, Theo, was in the boarding 
house on almost every day of the break including Sundays and public holidays. Thanks to Peter McCabe (Business 
Manager) and Liam Crocker (Maintenance Manager) for all of their work.  

Early in December the boarding house hosted cricketers from Marcellin College Bulleen and Marist College 
Canberra who were in Adelaide for the Marist Cricket Carnival. This was a great event and the boys enjoyed their 
time as "temporary" boarders. 

The boarding community was very happy to host over 30 Marist Brothers after Christmas for their annual retreat. 
The retreat leader was Br Robert O'Connor who had also been the spiritual leader for the 2013 Marist Boarding 
Conference held at SHC. 

Congratulations to Harlem (Boys Supervisor) and Apple on the safe arrival of their son Liam! 

 

NEW BOARDERS ARRIVE 
 
On Monday 27th of January the new boarders arrived and these boarders and their families were greeted by the 
Principal, Steve Byrne and boarding staff. Steve, Karen Bailey (teaching and learning) and Andrea Nangle (Health 
Care Centre) spoke with the parents. Boarding Coordinators Susan Kukeste and Jason Dam and the 2014 boarding 
leaders ran "getting to know you" games and activities for the new boarders. This recent innovation to the 
boarding calendar is a significant benefit to new boarders and their families. 
 

CONTINUING BOARDERS ARRIVE - MASS & BBQ 
 
On Tuesday 28th of January the continuing boarders 
and their families arrived with much excitement and 
friendship. Jenni and Leo Redden started the formal 
part of the day with the AGM of the Boarding parents 
Support Group. Mgr Ian Dempsey celebrated the 
opening Mass of the year for the boarding community 
and spoke of the hope he has for the boarders.  

Finally our newly appointed chef, Michael Brewitt prepared a 
magnificent BBQ for us all. Michael has quickly proved to be a 
very popular addition to our community. Barbara Stephenson 
is on a well-earned LSL and her place has been taken by 
Bernie Buchanan and I would like to thank Bernie for helping 
to make the start of the year a happy and smooth one. Finally 
at 8.00 pm all of the families left and the boarders were left 
in the care of our wonderful team of supervisors.  



 

 

 



 
2013 YEAR 12 RESULTS 

 

Sacred Heart College has once again received outstanding year 12 results and the Year 12 boarders have 
performed exceptionally well and have, as a group, received grades that were better than the entire SHC 
cohort.  
 
Darcy Noll, from Port Augusta is the Dux of the boarding house for 2013 with an ATAR of 99.7. We have 
recently been informed that Darcy and his sister Amy (2012 boarder) have been accepted into Medicine. 
 
In 2013 there were 38 boarders doing a course that entitled them to receive an ATAR and of these, 9 
boarders (4 girls, 5 boys) received an ATAR above 90. This means that 24% of our boarders received an 
ATAR above 90 compared to the state average of 10%.  
 
18 boarders (47%) received an ATAR above 80, compared to the state average of 20%. The grades and 
statistics don't tell the whole story and obviously I want every boarder to achieve their best but I am 
very proud to have shared the 2013 journey with these young woman and young men and to have 
witnessed their dedication to their studies. 
 
Thanks to the tutors and supervisors who have given significant support to the boarders during their 
SHC journey. 
 

 

 

Laureate Assembly 12th February 2014 

 

 

 

  



IT WAS GREAT TO RECEIVE A CHRISTMAS CARD FORM ONE OF OUR 2013 YEAR 12 BOARDERS. IN 

SOME WAYS THESE COMMENTS CAPTURE THE SPIRIT OF SHC BOARDING: 

 
 

 Dear Shane and all the boarding house staff, 
   

Thank you for all your guidance, care and support that you 
have given me over the past three years. You have truly 
shaped the person I am today, and I now may proudly call 
myself a Marist. Hopefully I can instil the Marist values to 
those around me in my life, just as you have in me.  Thank 
You for making the boarding house a true home for me that 
I will cherish in my memories forever! 
 
     I cannot thank you enough! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

POPE FRANCIS’ INSPIRATION FOR TEENAGERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis could have been speaking to a Boarder: (from the Glenelg Parish Sunday Bulletin) 

“ … always think of this: Don’t be afraid of failures. Don’t be afraid of falling. What matters in the art of 

journeying isn’t not falling but not staying down. Get up right way and continue going forward. This is what’s 

beautiful: This is working every day, this is journeying as humans. But also, it’s bad walking alone: It’s bad and 

boring. Walking in community, with friends, with those who love us, - that helps us.” 

 



NEW BOARDING REPORTS 
 
I have once again included in this newsletter information about the new boarding house reports. This is an 
exciting development and will reinforce with the boarders the qualities of being Marist. 
 
After consultation with boarding staff, boarding parents and the College Executive I have decided to make 
substantial changes to the Boarding Reports for 2014. 
 
The reports will feature the “pillars” or key features of what it means to be Marist. The categories of assessment 
will remain the same as in previous years: Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, Marginal and Unsatisfactory. 
 
The purpose of this change is to ensure that the boarding community is constantly reminded of what it means to 
be Marist and the importance of ensuring our boarders live and experience the Marist charism in their lives. 
 
I have outlined below 

 The 5 fundamental principles of the Marist charism 

 The criteria by which the supervisors will assess the boarders for each of 
the principles 

 A sample report 

 The consequences of an excellent report and of an unsatisfactory report 
 
This is a positive move by the boarding community and as one supervisor said: 
“All we are doing is asking the boarders to be good people and to study to the 
best of their ability.” 
 
The 5 principles or pillars of being Marist and the criteria on which the boarders 
will be assessed: 
 

“In the way of Mary" 
"respectful participation in boarding liturgies” 

 Sunday Mass 

 Principal’s Chapel 

 Tuesday/Dorm prayer 

 Year 12 Chapel 
 

“Love of Work” 
“makes the best use of all study opportunities" 

 Makes good use of scheduled study time 

 Initiates study out of scheduled times 

 Seeks assistance from the tutors 

 Allows others to study\does not distract others 
 
“Family Spirit” 
"develops positive relationships with all members of the boarding community" 

 Enjoys positive relationships with peers 

 Cooperates with supervisors 

 Cooperates with fellow boarders 

 Treat others in the community with tolerance and respect 
 

“Presence" 
“respect for the rules of the boarding community" 

 Personal effects and living area 

 Treatment of boarding house equipment 

 Boarding house community duties 

 Punctuality 
 

 



“Simplicity” 
“is honest, trustworthy and seeks to do good quietly” 

 Being open and truthful 

 Behaving in a way that enhances community and does not offend others 

 At all times speaking and acting in a manner that is appropriate in a Marist boarding community 
 
A sample report: 
 
 

MARIE FRANCOISE PERROTON     YEAR 10   APRIL 2014 
 

“In the way of Mary" 
 "respectful participation in boarding liturgies” EXCELLENT 
 

“Love of Work” 
 “makes the best use of all study opportunities"  EXCELLENT 
 

“Family Spirit” 
 "develops positive relationships with all members of the boarding community" EXCELLENT 
 

“Presence" 
 “respect for the rules of the boarding community" EXCELLENT 
 

“Simplicity” 
 “is honest, trustworthy and seeks to do good quietly” EXCELLENT 
 

Marie Francoise is an outstanding member of our community. She has a deep faith and a commitment to helping 
those in need. She is an excellent student and her love of Geography is evident. Marie Francoise, at times, acts 
independently and this has caused her supervisors some concern. 
 

 ……………………………………….. ……………………………………….. 
 Shannon Davey Director of Boarding 
 

 



Marist Schools Australia 

 

The theme in every Australian Marist School during 2014 is to “serve one another”. The Director of Marist 

Mission and Life Formation in Australia, Tony Clarke writes: 

Love is everything.  When Jesus was asked which was the most important of the 613 commandments he 

didn’t have to think twice.  Love God.  The second, he said, was like it: love your neighbour as yourself.  

And they are inseparable; you cannot love one without loving the other.  The theme this year 

#serveoneanother encourages this particular attitude of love.  In our love of God we are encouraged to 

live with a more compassionate awareness of the needs of other people.  The way we love is what matters 

most. 

So let us take seriously the call to serve one another.  As Marists, let us grow in our love of God and of 

our neighbour.  Let us know the needs of our neighbour.  Let us build community whose spirit is one of a 

mutual, compassionate and loving attitude to serve.  Let others experience through our acts of love a God 

who in fact frees and liberates us from loneliness, despair and sadness. 

This paragraph could easily be rewritten for boarders: 

“So let us take seriously the call to serve one another.  As Marists boarders, let us grow in our love of 

God and of our fellow boarders.  Let us know the needs of our boarding sisters and brothers.  Let us build 

a boarding community whose spirit is one of a mutual, compassionate and loving attitude to serve.  Let 

others in our boarding community experience through our acts of love a God who in fact frees and 

liberates us from loneliness, despair and 

sadness.”  

 

 

  

 



Immersion trips to India, the Philippines and Fiji. 

 

In November 2013 8 members of our boarding 

community travelled to Marist schools and 

communities overseas. 

India: Rachael McKenzie 

Phillipines: Kate Martin, Georgia Crossman, Heyson 

Hinge and staff member Margie Weller. 

Fiji: Eliza Kitschke, Mitchell Ling and staff member 

Millie Sharpley. 

 

Margie Weller wrote of her trip: 

On Saturday 23 November 12 excited students and two staff members flew out to the Philippines to assist 

underprivileged communities in Manilla and country towns. Three boarders, Kate Martin, Georgia Crossman and 

Heyson Hinge were chosen to be a part of this group. They had applied in Term 1 and worked throughout the year 

fundraising and preparing for the trip ahead.   

We travelled to many areas buy my story is about Joel, a 

survivor of Typhoon Hayan. Joel was living in a small house 

with 8 other family members when the typhoon hit. He 

watched his pregnant wife and all other family members, 

except his Dad, perish. 

The nuns at Mother Rita took Joel in. We visit this 

community each year and spent four nights helping them. 

Joel’s wounds that are covered by bandages are healing 

but the torment of what happened lives with him every 

day. Most nights he wakes screaming his eyes show his 

despair. 

Our boys decided to organise a basketball match and include Joel. We had been building houses the previous 

week and left our joggers for the workers so Heyson and Sam O’Grady played in bare feet. They played and 

played and we all witnessed a beautiful smile on Joel’s face. The boys gave Joel the basketball and all shook hands 

after the match. The make shift court was so rough and the picture shows the boys cooling their raw feet down 

after the game.   

This story is typical of our experiences on these 

wonderful Immersion trips. We come home 

with so many memories that will stay with us 

for life. The money we raise and take to these 

people is so important but our presence is 

equally as important as it gives these people 

hope. 



We also had Rachael McKenzie attend the India Immersion and Mitch Ling, Eliza Kitschke and Millie Sharpley ( 

staff) attended the Fiji Immersion. We were extremely proud of our boarders and all the fantastic work they did 

for these communities and would love to have a large number of Year 11 boarders apply for the 2014 Immersion. 

 

We will never forget those who gave us so much to remember.   

 

Margie Weller 

  

 

The boarders who were selected to travel on the Immersion trips were not only immersed in the land and culture 

of another nation but they were also immersed in Marist spirituality. 

They certainly had the opportunity to enjoy hard work, including building houses for the poor im equatorial heat 

and humidity. They were able to share the deep faith of committed Christians and to witness how different 

cultures live out being Marist. Our 6 boarders and 2 staff had the privilege of living with families and being with 

families, being “present” with others.  

The 8 members of our community were able to experience living overseas in a way that very few others do. They 

were not tourists. 

Our pilgrims highlighted the following: 

 “The extreme poverty and the plight of the homelessness from the very minute we arrived in India.’ 

 “Gaining an appreciation of the Marist family around the world.” 

 “Experiencing the wonderful Fijian culture and developing an appreciation of how fortunate we are in 

Australia.” 

 “The incredible differences in material possessions: I visited and stayed with people who didn’t own a 

pillow or a mattress.” 

 “The warmth of the people. The generosity of the people. They have so little but they shared what they 

had with us.” 

 “Being a boarder meant we were independent and able to cope with being away from home.” 

 “Being able to make a small difference. Building 2 houses in the poorest areas of Manila.” 

 “The friendships we formed with the staff.” 
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  BOARDERS PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
 

Firstly, welcome to all the new families. I hope that your children have settled in well at the boarding house. 
The Boarders Parents Association was established five years ago. Its main objective is to give parents of students in the 
boarding house an opportunity to get to know other parents and to feel part of the community at Sacred Heart College. 
At this stage we have two meetings a year. The next one will be at the commencement of Term 2 (more information 
regarding this will be emailed later). During these meetings you will hear reports from the Boarding House Supervisors, 
Principal and Head Boarders. We will also discuss any business from the previous meeting and offer parents the 
opportunity to raise any new business. The meetings are usually about an hour long. For any major concerns, please 
contact Shane direct, but if there are any questions or new ideas please use the meetings as an opportunity for them to 
be heard. Most importantly we supply drinks and nibbles after the meeting! 
 
We are also hoping to have a boarders’ parents weekend to be held again this year. As soon as more details are available 
we will send out an expression of interest. The date has not been finalised, but we will be looking to have it around 
July/August.  
 
If you have any questions please ring me on 0400 072 143 or email redden@rbe.net.au.   
Thank you, 
Jenni & Leo Redden 

 

mailto:redden@rbe.net.au


Term 1, 2014 
5 March Year 12 Retreat commences 
7 March Year 12 Retreat concludes 
7 March Exeat begins at end of classes 
10 March Boarders return from exeat   
 (Public Holiday – Racing Carnival) 
20 March Sports Day (SHCS) 
21/22 March S-E Lucindale Field Days 
28 March Optional Parent Teacher Interviews 
28 March Optional Exeat begins at end of classes 
30 March Boarders return from Exeat 
2 April P/Tchr Interviews Yrs12 (SHCS) 
7 April P/Tchr Interviews Yrs10-11 (SHCS) 
11 April Term 1 finishes 
 

Term 2, 2014 
27 April Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
27 April Boarder Parent Assoc Meeting 4.30pm 
28 April Term 2 commences – SHCS 
29 April Term 2 commences – MM and SHMS 
2/3 May Broken Hill Agfair 
13 May Marist Mission March 
16 May Exeat begins at end of classes 
18 May Boarders return from exeat 
6 June Exeat begins at end of classes 
9 June Boarders return from exeat 
 (Public Holiday – Queens Birthday) 
13 June Year 11 Study Day 
16 June Year 10 Study Day 
16 June Year 11 Exams commence 
17 June Year 10 Exams commence 
19 June Year 11 and Year 10 Exams conclude 
19 June Semester 1 concludes (SHCS) 
20 June Pupil Free day (SHCS)  
 – Boarding House open as normal 
23 June Semester 2 commences (SHCS) 
28 June Year 12 Formal 
4/5 July Alice Springs Show 
4 July Term 2 finishes at 3.30pm (SHCS) 
 
20 July Boarding House open from 4.00pm 

 

Downstairs Boys (Yr 12) Supervisor Office Director of Boarding Boarding Registrar 
  (08) 8350 2506 Shane Hennessy Barb Stephenson 
    0423 049 749   0418 803 337 
Upstairs Boys (Yrs7-11) Supervisor Office E: shane.hennessy@shcs.sa.edu.au E: barbara.stephenson@shcs.sa.edu.au 
  (08) 8350 2508 
  Co-ordinator of Girls Boarding Health Care Centre 
 Girls Supervisor Office Susan Kukeste  Chris Townsend / Linda Leck / Sharon Armfield 
  (08) 8350 2511  (08) 8350 2511  (08) 8350 2509 
  E:  susan.kukeste@shcs.sa.edu.au Fax: (08) 8350 2593 
 Boarding House Fax:  E:  hcc@shcs.sa.edu.au 
 Boys Supervisor (08) 8350 2569 Co-ordinator of Boys Boarding  
 Girls Supervisor (08) 8350 2583 Jason Dam School Absentee Line 
   (08) 8350 2506  Senior (08) 8350 2594 
 Uniform Shop E:  jason.dam@shcs.sa.edu.au  Middle (08) 8275 5907 
 Lisa Harvey   Marymount (08) 8179 4444 
  (08) 8350 2586 Boarders Laundry  
Tues&Thurs 1pm-6pm / Wed 8am-12noon Lyn Ward / Deb Tonkin  
   (08) 8350 2544 Mon/Tues/Wed  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Please cut out box below and place on fridge or in diary for handy reference) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARDING HOUSE REMINDERS 
 
 

EXEATS 
The Boarding Houses close at 5pm on the day of 
departure, and will re-open at 4pm on the 
Sunday/Monday.  A sausage sizzle will be held on the 
day of return at 6pm for all boarders – no charge.   
 
We will endeavour to get those boarders requiring 
transport by plane/bus to the airport/bus terminal on 
the Friday of exeat.   
 

TRAVEL/EXEAT FORMS 
We would appreciate parents completing the 
Travel/Exeat Form for exeats and end of term, and send 
in to the boarding house no later than the Tuesday 
evening before Exeat/end of Term.   
 

OVERNIGHT LEAVE FORMS 
For any absence by the boarder requiring an overnight 
stay away from the boarding house, we ask parents to 
complete the Overnight Leave Form giving details of the 
stay.  This form must be signed by a parent/guardian. 
 

 
These forms can be printed/downloaded from the 
College’s website and emailed as directed below. 

 
www.shcs.sa.edu.au - Boarding – Forms 

 
Jason Dam (boys) – jason.dam@shcs.sa.edu.au 

Susan Kukeste (girls) – susan.kukeste@shcs.sa.edu.au 
or alternatively Fax Boys 8350 2569 | Girls 8350 2583 

mailto:shane.hennessy@shcs.sa.edu.au
http://www.shcs.sa.edu.au/
mailto:jason.dam@shcs.sa.edu.au
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