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“….. the Good Lord is willing and the creek don’t rise.” 
Bob Dylan recently won an award in the USA. He delivered a thank you speech and he concluded the speech by saying: 
‘Let's hope we meet again. Sometime. And we will, like Hank Williams said, "if the good Lord is willing and the creek don't 
rise."’ 
 
I had not heard this simple expression before and it caught my attention. I think this phrase wonderfully marries our 
spirituality and our humanity.  I pray every day and I believe in God. So I am happily able to say “God willing” in relation to 
events in my life. I love “the creek don’t rise” part of the expression and it might resonate for boarding families! 
 
Prayer is a very important part of life in our boarding community and the staff are continually trying to match our prayers 
with the thirst for spirituality and belief that is ever present in the teenagers we 
live with. 
 
At the beginning of the year I used two prayers that I borrowed from the Marist 
Brothers retreat that was held at the boarding house at Christmas time. 
 

Pope Francis was writing directly to our boarders when he said “living 
together is an art, a patient, beautiful and fascinating journey which can 
be summarised in four words: please, thank you and sorry. 
 
‘Please’ is a kind request to be able to enter into the life of someone else with respect and care. …. True love 
does not impose itself with hardness and aggression. ….. St. Francis said that ‘courtesy is the sister of charity, 
it extinguishes hatred and kindles love’. And today, in our families, in our world, often violent and arrogant, 
there is a need for far more courtesy.   
 
‘Thank you’: gratitude is an important sentiment. Do we know how to say thank you? In your relationship, 
and in your future as married couples, it is important to keep alive your awareness that the other person is 
a gift from God, and we should always give thanks for gifts from God. ….. It is not merely a kind word to use 
with strangers, in order to be polite. It is necessary to know how to say thank you, to journey ahead together.   
 
‘Sorry’. In our lives we make many errors, many mistakes. We all do. ….. And this is why we need to be able 
to use this simple word, ‘sorry’.  In general we are all ready to accuse others and to justify ourselves. It is an 
instinct that lies at the origins of many disasters. Let us learn to recognise our mistakes and to apologise. 
….. Also in this way, the Christian family grows. We are all aware that the perfect family does not exist, nor 
does the perfect husband, nor the perfect wife. We exist, and we are sinners. Jesus, who knows us well, 
teaches us a secret: never let a day go by without asking forgiveness, or without restoring peace to your 
home. ….” 
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Disturb us Lord 
This prayer, by Sir Francis Drake, challenges us. When I read the words “where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars” I 
immediately thought of boarders Emma Hackett, Timo Ingle and Braden McInerney who spent part of November and 
December in the Philippines, Fiji and India. They visited Marist schools and worked amongst the poorest of the poor in 
these countries. 

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves; 
when our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little; 
when we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore. 
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; 
when having fallen in love with life, we have ceased to dream of eternity; 
and in our efforts to build a new earth, we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim. 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture on wider seas where storms will show your mastery; 
where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars.  
We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes, and to push us into the future in strength, courage, hope, 
and love.        Sir Francis Drake 
 

 
 

 
 
It is a continual challenge to make the prayer life of our community 
relevant and vibrant and thanks to our generous priests from the Brighton 
Parish who bring the Eucharist to us on almost every Sunday; to our 
Principal, Steve Byrne who challenges the boarders every Wednesday 
evening in our Chapel; to our Year 12’s who lead chapel on Mondays and 
to the supervisors who lead the community in prayer on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 
 
Shane Hennessy, 
Director of Boarding 

  

Emma Hackett from Moonta (Philippines) 

Braden McInerney from Clare (India) 

Timo Ingle from Renmark (Fiji) 
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2014 Results 
The 2014 Year 12 results were once again outstanding in the College and in the boarding community. 26% of eligible Year 
12 boarders received an ATAR over 90. 43% received an ATAR over 80 and 60% received an ATAR over 75. Congratulations 
to Ben Smith of Farrell Flat on being the Dux of the boarding house with an amazing ATAR of 98.15. Further congratulations 
to the other boarders who received an ATAR over 90: Georgia Kramm from Frances, Luke Green from Millicent, Eliza 
Kitschke from Gulnare, Heyson Hinge from Mundulla, Ellen Kessling from Kimba, Martha Taylor from Port Pirie and Georgia 
Crossman (who also received a Merit Certificate for Research Project) from Streaky Bay. Finally congratulations to every 
Year 12 boarder who achieved their best during 2014. These are excellent results but there is still room for improvement. 
Thanks to all boarding staff for the support they gave the Year 12's. 
 
 

A very busy start to the year 
Monday, 26 January: 

 Induction Experience for new 
boarders: Once again the new 
boarders gathered at the boarding 
house before the influx of existing 
boarders. This experience has 
significantly assisted the new 
boarders and their families to 
settle in and to feel at home. 

Tuesday, 27 January: 

 Boarder Parent Association: the 
Boarder Parent Association 
meeting was held in the Stephen DeBourg Centre for all boarding parents/carers.  Thank you to those who attended. 

L-R:  Ben Smith, Heyson Hinge, Georgia Kramm, Martha Taylor, Shane Hennessy 



 

4 | P a g e  

 

 Opening of Year Boarders’ Mass: Thank you to Fr. Rob 
Egar for celebrating the opening of the year Mass for 
the boarding community. Fr. Rob is a committed 
friend of the boarders and it was very appropriate he 
was able to be with us and commence the year for 
our boarding community.   

 Boarders Family Dinner: As always our dedicated chef 
Michael Brewster prepared a great meal for our 
boarding families and it was wonderful to see so 
many families and friends catching up with one 
another.  

Wednesday, 28 January: 

 After the first day of lessons, College Dux Sam White 
and Hollie Moran, who also received extraordinary 
results, spoke to the Year 12 boarders and gave advice 
and practical tips on how to survive and succeed the 
Year 12 experience. All who heard Sam and Hollie 
speak were extremely impressed.  
 

 
 
 

 
Friday, 29 January: 

 We were invited to a Junior Social/Pool Party at Pembroke. 
On a hot night everyone had a lot of fun. It was pleasing to 
receive this feedback from Pembroke: “Thank you to 
everyone for sending your students and supervisors to the 
pool party on Friday night - 196 students from other schools 
and 85 of our Pembroke Boarders were there on the night. 
They were all well behaved and seemed to be having a great 
wholesome time.”   

 

 
Saturday, 7 February: 

 Summer sport cancelled: On the second weekend 
of term, summer sport was cancelled due to the 
heat. Having 120 teenagers “in” for the weekend 
presents some challenges. Thankfully the staff on 
duty became drivers for the weekend and there 
were many trips to the movies, the Bay and to 
Marion. There were also after dinner walks to the 
beach. It was a busy and happy weekend.   

Dr Matthew Liptak, Sam White & Hollie Moran 

Blessing of Boarding Leaders 2015 – Fr. Rob Egar, Mercedes 
Sumner, Madeline Malone, Jayden Barrett and Tom Hynes 
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Daniel Lynch 
We welcome the new Head of the Senior School, Dan Lynch. Dan has already made it a priority 
to get to know the boarders. 
 

Health Care Centre 
As always the HCC RN’s have had a very busy start 
to the year as they take care of the health of the  
boarders.  

 

Laundry 
Thank you to Lynette Ward and Deb Tonkin in the laundry who, at the 
commencement of the year, worked tirelessly naming all of the boarders’  
clothing, and they continue to wash/iron mountains of clothes each week! 
 

Sam White, DUX 2014 
It was a privilege to hear Sam talk at the Laureate Assembly on Wednesday 10 February. He began his speech by making a 
powerful tribute to his friend Jacob Murphy who died in a car accident during the Christmas school holidays. He then asked 
all of the students to consider 5 things during 2015: (this is an extract from Sam’s speech)  
 

1. Although it may seem counter-intuitive, I’d like to invite you to treat your academic year like a competitive game or sport. 
Initially, you may be quite hesitant to do so given the importance associated with academic results, however I think that 
employing this alternative approach can certainly prove beneficial. The beauty of this game is that rather than competing 
against opponents in a dynamic arena in which a range of factors can affect your results, it is you who is solely in charge of 
your own fate. Whilst your teachers and parents can provide you with mountains of support and encouragement, it is you 
who must trek through the valley of this year hopefully guided by your ultimate ambition and preparedness to achieve your 
goals by any means necessary.  

 

2. The next point I would like to make involves trusting in yourself. In life, there is range of different investments one can 
make, whether they be financial, time-oriented or in others, however the most lucrative must be the investment in oneself. 
You can never lose from having faith in yourself, because failure only brings experience and renewed ambition to achieve- 
hence the reason why I encourage you to go the year without questioning your ability. Clearly it pays to be modest in your 
interactions with others in regular conversation, but I strongly suggest that you develop a ruthlessness in your approach to 
tasks and a childish ignorance in terms of your aspirations. Do not even consider the difficulty of a task but dive into it and 
attack it with the expectation that you will perform immaculately. Similarly, do not be disheartened by a below par result 

 

3. Whilst it is important to maintain a balanced lifestyle during your high school years, there are some necessary sacrifices 
that need to be made. The most prevalent example that comes to my mind is partying. Aside from the damaging 
repercussions substance abuse can have for adolescents in their futures, reducing exposure to the party lifestyle during 
senior secondary just seems common sense to me. For every hour that you spend out partying, an hour is lost that your 
harder working self could have possibly used to do homework or enhance the health of your general lifestyle.  

 

4. The saying “quality over quantity” is incredibly applicable to high school students. Given the magnitude of the workload 
heaped upon students, it is easy to see why many resort to allowing school to dictate their entire lives. In my opinion, there 
could be nothing more boring or detrimental to one’s success. It is absolutely crucial that you maintain your escapes from 
school life, whether it be through sport, the arts or social events. Therefore, you must be prepared to improve your study 
time efficiency.  

 

5. My final tip specifically refers to exam revision. Whilst I’m sure your teachers will provide you with endless supplies of 
materials and guidance in the lead up to your exams, I do feel that sometimes students fail to step back and assess their 
personal revision approaches. During my revision period, I was fortunate enough to work alongside Alex Wong and Aidan 
Norbury because, for the most part, we were studying for similar exams.  



 

6 | P a g e  

 

Boarding Supervisors 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Deb Tonkin, Girls Supervisor & Laundry, 
Staff member since 2006 

Caitlin Galpin, Tutor & Girls Supervisor, 
staff member since 2013 
 

Caitlin Brown, Girls Supervisor, 
staff member since 2014 
 

Amy Noll, Tutor & Girls Supervisor, 
staff member since 2014 
 

Joanna Hancock, Tutor & Girls Supervisor,  
staff member since 2014 
 

Sr Liz Tham, Chaplain, 
staff member since 2014 
 

Jason Dam, Coordinator Boys Boarding,  
staff member since 2012 
 

Lawrie Gherghetta, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 1990 
 

Harlem Guab, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2010 
 

Adam Tonkin, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2010 
(on leave Semester 1/2015)  

Stewart Macdonald, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2008 
 

Thomas Hennessy, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2010 
 

Will Kearvell, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2010 
 

Daniel Royals, Boys Supervisor, 
staff member since 2012 
 

Ben Morgan, Boys Supervisor, 
Staff member since 2011 
 

Jonathon Williams, Tutor & Boys Supervisor,  
staff member since 2014 
 

Luke Proctor, Tutor & Boys Supervisor,  
staff member since 2010 
 

Shane Hennessy, Director of Boarding, 
staff member since 1992 

Susan Kukeste, Coordinator Girls Boarding, 
staff member since 2012 

Maureen Ryan, Girls Supervisor, 
staff member since 1996 

Millie Head (nee Sharpley – married in January, congratulations!) 
staff member since 2011 

Margie Weller, Girls Supervisor & Student Services, 
staff member since 2008 
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BOARDER PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
 

Firstly, welcome to all the new families. I hope that your children have settled in well at the 
boarding house. 
 
The Boarder Parents Association was established six years ago. Its main objective is to give 
parents of students in the boarding house an opportunity to get to know other parents and 
to feel part of the community at Sacred Heart College. At this stage we have two meetings a 
year. The next one will be at the commencement of Term 2 (more information regarding this 
will be emailed later). During these meetings you will hear reports from the Boarding House 
Supervisors, Principal and Head Boarders. We will also discuss any business from the 
previous meeting and offer parents the opportunity to raise any new business. The meetings 
are usually about an hour long. For any major concerns, please contact Shane direct, but if 
there are any questions or new ideas please use the meetings as an opportunity for them to 
be heard. Most importantly we supply drinks and nibbles after the meeting! 
 
We are also hoping to have a boarders’ parents weekend to be held again this year. As soon 
as more details are available we will send out an expression of interest. The date as yet has 
not been finalised.  
 
If you have any questions please ring me on 0400 072 143 or email redden@rbe.net.au.   
Jenni & Leo Redden 

BOARDING HOUSE REMINDERS 
 

EXEATS 
The Boarding Houses close at 5pm on the day of departure, 
and will re-open at 4pm on the Sunday (Monday if public 

holiday).  A sausage sizzle will be held on the day of return at 
6pm for all boarders – no charge.   
 
We will endeavour to get those boarders requiring transport 
by plane/bus to the airport/bus terminal on the Friday of 
exeat.   

TRAVEL/EXEAT FORMS 
We would appreciate parents completing the Travel/Exeat 
Form for exeats and end of term, and send in to the boarding 
house no later than the Tuesday evening before Exeat/end of 
Term.   

OVERNIGHT LEAVE FORMS 
For any absence by the boarder requiring an overnight stay 
away from the boarding house, we ask parents to complete 
the Overnight Leave Form giving details of the stay.  This form 
must be signed by a parent/guardian. 
 

 
These forms can be printed/downloaded from the College’s 

website and emailed as directed below. 
www.shc.sa.edu.au - Boarding – Forms 

 
Boys Boarding House  –  boardingleave-boys@shcs.sa.edu.au 
Girls Boarding House  –  boardingleave-girls@shcs.sa.edu.au 

or alternatively Fax Boys 8350 2569 | Girls 8350 2583 

Term 1, 2015 
4 March Year 12 Retreat commences 
6 March Year 12 Retreat concludes 
6 March Exeat begins at end of classes 
9 March Boarders return from exeat   
 (Public Holiday – Adelaide Cup) 
19 March Sports Day (SHCS) 
20/21 March SE Lucindale Field Days 
26 March Parent/Teacher Interviews Yr12 (SHCS) 
28 March Year 12 Formal 
30 March Parent/Teacher Interviews Yrs10-11 (SHCS) 
2 April Term 1 finishes (SHC 1.25pm / MM 3.15pm) 
 

Term 2, 2015 
26 April Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
26 April Boarder Parent Assoc Meeting 4.30pm 
27 April Term 2 commences – SHC 
28 April Term 2 commences – MM 
12 May Marist Mission March 
15 May (2-4pm) Optional Par/Tchr Interviews Boarding families 
15 May Exeat begins at end of classes 
17 May Boarders return from exeat 
5 June Exeat begins at end of classes 
8 June Boarders return from exeat 
 (Public Holiday – Queens Birthday) 
15 June Year 11 Exams commence 
16 June Year 10 Exams commence 
18 June Year 11 and Year 10 Exams conclude 
18 June Semester 1 concludes (SHCS) 
19 June Optional Exeat - Pupil Free day (SHCS)  
 – Boarding House open as normal 
22 June Semester 2 commences (SHCS) 
3 July Term 2 finishes at 3.30pm (SHCS) 
 

Term 3, 2015 
19 July Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
20 July Term 3 commences – SHC 
21 July Term 3 commences - MM 

 

Maddi Malone & Jason Dam at the Marist 
Youth Festival, Sydney, January 2015 

Dre Ngatokorua, School Captain 2015 
and boarder from Port Augusta 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:redden@rbe.net.au
http://www.shc.sa.edu.au/
mailto:boardingleave-boys@shcs.sa.edu.au
mailto:boardingleave-girls@shcs.sa.edu.au
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Above: Karen Bailey, Director of Teaching & Learning, speaking about study methods and in particular Mathematics 

Below: Teaching staff Bernie Thorpe & Pat Fooks giving “how to” Chromebook lessons to the new boarders 

 
 


