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I am frequently asked what qualities are needed to be a good boarder at Sacred Heart College.  
As a result of being asked this question recently, I have requested that a number of people 
think about this and share their thoughts for this term’s newsletter.  Obviously there is no right 
or wrong answer to this important question.  
 

Qualities of a good boarder 
 
Director of Boarding, Shane Hennessy: 
A good boarder has a past, a present and a future. 
 
Our good boarders come from a variety of backgrounds and each boarder has their own story to tell. This rich diversity 
breathes life into our community. Boarders who are initially homesick frequently turn out to be some of our best: “from 
love, to love”. They are leaving a caring and loving home and arrive at a loving community. 
 
A good boarder needs to embrace two key elements at Sacred Heart College: they are now a part of a Marist community. 
This simple statement impacts deeply on every part of their life at SHC. It means they develop healthy relationships with 
all members of our community, their peers, their carers, the nurses, kitchen staff, the cleaners and many others. It also 
means they need to be open to enriching their spiritual life and discovering where God is in their life. The second element 
is that boarders must embrace a commitment to do their best as students. They must take every opportunity to achieve 
their best in every subject they study. 
 
A good boarder needs to develop thoughts about their future. I 
don’t expect our boarders to know what they will be doing but I 
want them to think and reflect about how they will live their 
lives. I expect them to be people of honour who are aware of 
the gifts they have and are willing to help those in need. As our 
2013 boarding leader, Michael Malone, wrote: “I now proudly 
call myself Marist. Hopefully I can instil Marist values in those 
around me, just as you have in me”. 
 
Chef, Michael Brewitt:  
Our Chef, Michael Brewitt, used the current boarders to think and write about what are the qualities of a good boarder. 
Michael has frequently said that the 2015 group are outstanding young women and men.  
 
He highlights, as their good qualities: polite, tidy, honest, respectful and helpful. Michael recently put a poster up in the 
boarding kitchen titled “What a great start to the year”. He then praised the boarders for their efforts and he finished by 
saying “time that would have been spent cleaning the areas you use now allows the kitchen staff to concentrate on giving 
you the best service we can deliver”.  
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Health Care Centre:  
Our nurses see the boarders when they are ill or injured and in need of assistance. They provide professional health care 
and frequently this health care is interwoven with emotional care, support and love. The nurses appreciate the thanks and 
gratitude of the boarders and they feel they are part of a team caring for the boarders. The nurses expect, and on a daily 
basis, see the following qualities from our boarders: good manners, thoughtful of others, especially those who are ill, 
friendly, organised, resilient and honest. 

 
Supervisor, Caitlin Brown: 
The online Oxford dictionary defines a boarder as “a pupil who lives in school during term time”. 
While this may be true, I believe that being a boarder at Sacred Heart College is more than just 
living at school but more so, embracing and immersing oneself in the community and the culture. 
 
Relationship is key. Living with so many people has its challenges but everyone is in a similar 
position. Being kind and considerate doesn't have any monetary value attached; it doesn't cost a 
single cent to be so but a person who gives and receives with kindness reaps the rewards, ten-fold. 

While having a positive attitude can be difficult at times, especially with the heavy pressures of life and missing home, it is 
important to remain genuine and sincere; to oneself and to others. 
 
The rich and fruitful culture of SHC extends well beyond the walls of the classroom or those of the boarding houses. We are 
all gifted with talents that allow us to shine in various ways and being immersed in The Arts, various sporting teams or 
social justice initiatives provide opportunities for young people to excel in areas beyond their school work. As boarding 
students, it could be unwise to not take advantage of this strong ethos, as it can offer the stepping stones for ones future. 
 
I like to think that the boarding community at SHC is less about the ‘house’, more about the ‘home’. 
 
Boarders of 1986: 
The Principal, Steve Byrne, shared the following article which was printed in The Paringa Hall Collegian 1986. 
 

 

WANTED ….. SHC BOARDERS (Positions Vacant) 

Must possess the following qualities: 
- easy-going friendly nature 
- can endure boarding house food 
- can cope with 2½ minute showers 
- must be prepared to be away from home 
- must be able to adjust to rules 
- above all, the successful applicant must be himself 

Rewards: 
We cannot offer a company car, accumulated sick leave, allow for a 17½% holiday 
loading or even a healthy salary, but you will get a chance to: 
- meet new people from all over Australia 
- gain life-long friends 
- make the most of opportunities in sport and study 
- gain experience of living away from home 
- make the most out of being involved in SHC.  
        Paul Lehmann 
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Year 12 Formal – 28 March 2015 
After all of the planning, the day of the Formal arrived, earlier than previous years after a shift to Week 9 of Term 1. All of 
the Year 12 boarders looked beautiful and handsome and the night began in the Boarding Houses with professional photos 
for families, together with drinks and nibbles.   
 
The Year 12's moved up to Paringa Hall to have their traditional staircase photo taken and boarding captains, Madeline 
Malone and Jayden Barrett, made speeches thanking their parents for all of their efforts. 
 
The boarders then departed for the Formal, and some parents joined them in the city with a number of boarding parents 
going out for dinner at a local venue in the city.  Thank you to Danielle Malone and Kerry Barrett for organising the boarder 
parent dinner.   
 
Thank you also to many members of the College and boarding staff for all of their work for making the evening such an 
outstanding success. 
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Reach Boarding School System 
The College has recently purchased the Reach Boarding School software: this will enable the 
boarding house to replace the current system of manually recording all of the comings and 
goings of the boarders as they leave the College for a trip to the shops or to go on leave.  
 
All movements will be recorded electronically and the boarders will be able to use computer 
tablets which are being installed in the boarding house to indicate where they are going, 
what time they will return etc. Parents will also be able to use the system from home. 
 
This software is being used by an increasing number of boarding schools throughout Australia and it offers greater security 
for all of our community.  Barb will be contacting parents about Reach early in second term.   
 

Festival City Photography – Boarder Photos (Year 12 Formal, Retreat etc) 
The access code for students to access the photos taken at other school events is: 

 

For viewing SHC events go to: 
www.festivalphoto.com.au 
Click on View Your Photos 
Select the image titled Sacred Heart College 2015 
Enter the Access Code SHC2015 (case sensitive) and click enter 
Select the event category of your choice 
You now have a choice to add Images to a favourites selection to select after or 
add them straight to the shopping cart. 

 
Direct link to Sacred Heart College Page http://www.festivalphoto.com.au/2015-events/sacred-heart-college-2015 
 
If you have any enquiries please contact Festival City Photography directly on 1300 360 241 or email 
jess@festivalphoto.com.au. 
 

South East Field Days (Lucindale) – 20 & 21 March 
The Boarding House and College was represented by Barb Stephenson and Margie Weller at the South East Field Days held 
in Lucindale.  Lucindale is 345 kms south east of Adelaide.  Steve Byrne, Principal, attended the field day on Friday meeting 
old scholars and prospective boarding families.  Steve, Barb and Margie hosted a Boarders Parents Dinner on the Friday 
evening in Naracoorte and it was attended by families, past and current, from the south east area.  A huge thank you to 
Lynette Hinge and Kirsty Grady for organising the dinner.   
 
The next field day event for the Boarding House will be in the Riverland at Barmera on 18 and 19 September and 
completing the year with Yorke Peninsula at Paskeville during the first week of Term 3 school holidays from 29 September 
to 1 October.  
 

  

http://www.festivalphoto.com.au/
http://www.festivalphoto.com.au/2015-events/sacred-heart-college-2015
mailto:jess@festivalphoto.com.au
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Term 2, 2015 
26 April Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
 Boarder Parent Association Meeting 4.30pm 
27 April Term 2 commences – SHC 
28 April Term 2 commences – MM 
12 May Marist Mission March 
15 May (2-4pm) SHCS Parent/Teacher Interviews (Boarding) 
15 May EXEAT begins at end of classes 
17 May Boarders return from exeat 
5 June EXEAT begins at end of classes 
8 June Boarders return from exeat 
 (Public Holiday – Queens Birthday) 
15 June Year 11 Exams commence 
16 June Year 10 Exams commence 
18 June Year 11 and Year 10 Exams conclude 
18 June Semester 1 concludes (SHCS) 
19 June Optional EXEAT - Pupil Free day (SHCS)  
 – Boarding House open as normal 
22 June Semester 2 commences (SHCS) 
3 July Term 2 finishes at 3.30pm (SHCS) 
 

Term 3, 2015 
19 July Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
20 July Term 3 commences – SHC 
21 July Term 3 commences – MM 
7 August EXEAT begins at end of classes 
9 August Boarders return from exeat 
3 September EXEAT begins at end of classes 
4 September Pupil Free Day at SHC/MM 
6 September Boarders return from exeat 
18-19 Sept Riverland Field Days at Barmera 
25 September Term 3 finishes at 3.30pm (SHCS) 
29/30 Sept & 1 Oct    Yorke Peninsula Field Days at Paskeville 
 

Term 4, 2015 
11 October Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
 Boarder Parent Association Meeting 4.30pm 
12 October Classes begin at SHC 
13 October Classes begin at MM 
 
For further dates, please refer to the College’s website 
www.shc.sa.edu.au for SHC Calendar dates. 

 

Stella Goosay & Bria Roe of Streaky 
Bay at Year 12 Retreat with Emma 

Jordan, SHOC boarder 2013, of Riverton 

Parent Teacher Interviews for boarding families 
For boarders in Years 10 to 12, parent teacher interviews for boarding families only is scheduled for Friday 13 May from 
2pm to 4pm.  This date coincides with the first Exeat for Term 2.  Instructions will be emailed to you from the College to 
enable you to book your teacher interview requests over the internet.  For those boarding families unable to attend in 
person on this date, please make contact with the teacher via email or by phoning Reception on 8294 2988.  Your child’s 
teacher email address is printed on the school report issued recently.  We hope that many of you will be able to travel 
down on this date to meet with your child’s teachers.  
  

 
Boarder Parent Association 

Meeting 

 

Sunday 26 April 

4.30pm-5.30pm 

 

Br Joseph Room, 

1st floor Paringa Hall 

 

All boarding parents 
welcome! 

Meeting concludes with 
Drinks & Nibbles 

 

RSVP and Agenda items to: 

Jenni Redden 

0400 072 143 

redden@rbe.net.au 

  

http://www.shc.sa.edu.au/
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SHOC boarders Emily 2006 & 
Yohannah Townsend 2004, and Anne 

Townsend, Padthaway 

Kirsty & Mick Grady, Naracoorte 
(James SHOC 2014, Hannah 11/2015) 

Elle Machin SHOC 2006 & 
Joe Rayson SHOC boarder 2006, Hatherleigh 

Patrick Baker SHOC boarder 2012 
and Kevin Baker, Avenue Range 

Margie Weller, Boarding Staff, 
and Jackie Baker, Avenue Range 

 
Lucindale Field Day 20 & 21 March 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHCS Sports Day 19 March 2015 
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Downstairs Boys (Yr 12) Supervisor Office Director of Boarding Boarding Registrar 
  (08) 8350 2506 Shane Hennessy Barb Stephenson 

    0423 049 749  (08) 8350 2559 / 0418 803 337 

Upstairs Boys (Yrs7-11) Supervisor Office  shane.hennessy@shcs.sa.edu.au   barbara.stephenson@shcs.sa.edu.au 

  (08) 8350 2508 

  Co-ordinator of Girls Boarding Health Care Centre 

 Girls Supervisor Office Susan Kukeste Chris Townsend / Linda Leck / Sharon Armfield 

  (08) 8350 2511   0448 493 667  (08) 8350 2509 

     susan.kukeste@shcs.sa.edu.au  (08) 8350 2593 

 Boarding House Email/Fax:     hcc@shcs.sa.edu.au 

Boys   boardingleave-boys@shcs.sa.edu.au Co-ordinator of Boys Boarding  

   (08) 8350 2569 Jason Dam School Absentee Line 

Girls   boardingleave-girls@shcs.sa.edu.au   0400 824 490  Senior (08) 8350 2594 

   (08) 8350 2583    jason.dam@shcs.sa.edu.au  Middle (08) 8275 5907 

    Marymount (08) 8179 4444 

 Uniform Shop Boarders Laundry  
 Lisa Harvey Lyn Ward / Deb Tonkin Websites 

  (08) 8350 2586  (08) 8350 2544 Mon/Tues/Wed www.shc.sa.edu.au 

Tues&Thurs 1pm-6pm / Wed 8am-12noon  www.mc.catholic.edu.au 
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