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Shane’s thoughts 
I’m very happy to be back in our Boarding community, and once again I would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers and support. 
 
In the early days following my recent operation, I was in hospital then housebound and relatively immobile, and I 
had time to reflect on the Boarding community and why I was looking forward to returning. Here are some of my 
thoughts: 
 

 The Boarders: I have missed the 
boarders. There is an energy and 
a sense of fun about the 
boarders and it is easy to spend 
time with them. A past member of 
the Boarding staff, Nick Kalfas, 
resigned about six years ago to 
take up a position working with 
detained youth. On his last day 
he talked about his reasons for 
leaving and he said, “Basically 
Shane I think the bad boys need 
me more than the good boys.” 
When I’m dealing with 
misbehaviour in the Boarding 
House, I try to recall Nick’s 
words. The boarders are all 
good, young people. Sometimes 
they make mistakes. It is a 
pleasure to be with them.  
 

 The Boarding staff: Our community is blessed with the quality of our staff. All staff care about the safety 
and wellbeing of the boarders. All of the staff see boarding as a vocation. They try to make the SHC and 
Marymount experience the best it can be for the young people in our care.  

 

 The wider Boarding family: parents, families of boarders, friends of boarders, ex boarders, Marist Brothers 
and many other individuals and groups make up the Boarding community. It is a positive, supportive 
community that has a long tradition and they care deeply about boarding at SHC and the boarder’s welfare.  
 

 Being Marist: We are a proud Marist community. Br. Michael Green, National Director of Marist Schools 
Australia, recently said that the principles of what it means to be Marist were written for our Marist boarding 
schools. 
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Presence, spending time with young people. As I have said, I have missed being with the boarders. 

Something would be seriously wrong if this wasn’t the case! 
 

Simplicity, where our boarders value honesty and 

seek to do good quietly.  
 

Family Spirit, where there is a place for everyone 

and a sense of belonging is fostered. Three new 
boarders have joined our community from Semester 
2: Isaac Bagnell-Smith from Streaky Bay, Emma 
Kuerschner from Broken Hill and Moesha Weetra 
from Murray Bridge, and it has been wonderful to 
see how the community has welcomed them. 
 

Love of work, where the boarders try to do their 

best at their studies and all other College activities. I 
am fortunate to see evidence of this on every day I 
am with the boarders. 
 

Mary’s Way, where Mary’s concern for others and 

her support of those in need brings us all closer to 
Jesus. Probably, more than anything else, I have 
missed spending time in our Chapel with the 
boarders. 
 

 SHC Leadership: I am blessed to have the support of Steve Byrne, Dan Lynch and the leadership teams at 
SHC and Marymount. 

 

Peter Oswald 
I would like to thank Peter Oswald for his leadership and assistance in the boarding house during my absence. 
Peter brought a wealth of experience to SHC Boarding and his presence was appreciated by all of the 
community. My thanks go to Peter, Caitlin, Jason, Barbara and all staff who enabled Term 2 to run smoothly and 
happily. There were the usual hiccups that always occur when dealing with 120 teenagers but I understand these 
were dealt with caringly and professionally. Peter will not be completely lost to SHC. In Term 3 he will be doing 
some casual shifts in the Boys Boarding House. 

 
Staffing Appointments  
Recently two new permanent members of staff were appointed to the community:   
 

 
Di Barnes, who has been working as a casual member of Boarding staff, 
accepted a 0.5 permanent position in the Girls Boarding House. Di is a popular 
and hard working member of our team and she also has a part time position at 
Marymount and this is a valuable connection for our Marymount boarders. 

 

 
Natasha Hicks has accepted a full time permanent position in the Girls 
Boarding House. Tash is a SHC Old Collegian and is currently 
studying part time at Uni SA for a Bachelor of Psychological Science, 
Counselling & Interpersonal Skills.  Tash has settled in well in her 
supervisor role and we welcome her to the Boarding community.   
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Great News 
I am very happy to announce to the Boarding community that Jason Dam, 
Coordinator of Boys Boarding, and Jesamine Benn have recently announced their 
engagement. They celebrated their engagement at West Lakes and will be married 
in the College Chapel in April 2017. This is happy news for our community. 

 
Staff on Leave 
Lawrie Gherghetta, senior supervisor in the Boys Boarding House, will be taking Long Service Leave from Weeks 
2 to 10 in Term 3. Typically, Lawrie postponed the starting date of his leave so he could be present with the Year 
12 boarders during their Trial Exam week. 
 
Jason Dam is taking leave from Week 10 of this term and the beginning of Term 3 in order to travel to Europe. 
The purpose of Jason’s trip is to attend World Youth Day in Poland. We will welcome Jason back to our 
community on Monday, 8 August.  
 

Immersions 
Every year groups of Year 11 students from SHC visit Marist communities in India, Fiji and the Philippines. The 
number of boarders interested in attending the Immersion trips increases each year and this year the following 
boarders will be representing the College: 

 

Fiji:   Rebecca Allchurch from Tothill Creek and Lauren McInerney from Clare 
Philippines: Annie Kellock from Farrell Flat, Declan Redden from Riverton and Matt Schiller from Minbrie 
India:   Jock Bates from Streaky Bay and Louis Cummins from Snowtown 
 
I am also thrilled that Caitlin Brown (Philippines) and Will Kearvell (India), key members of our boarding staff, are 
also attending the Immersion trips as leaders. Interestingly both Caitlin and Will were pilgrims on the Immersion 
Trips when they attended SHC.   

LtoR:  Louis Cummins, Lauren McInerney, Matt Schiller, Bec Allchurch, Declan Redden, Annie Kellock 
Absent:  Jock Bates 
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Female Supervisors in Boys Boarding House  
In Term 3, I have had to make some changes to the staffing rosters to cater for staff who will be on leave. As a 
consequence, some of our female supervisors/carers from the Girls Boarding House will be doing occasional 
shifts with the Year 10 and 11 boy boarders. This has happened successfully in the past and is a wonderful 
opportunity for the boys to have a greater diversity of supervisors/carers.  
 

Carolyn and Ron 
Our community is fortunate to have two dedicated cleaners who work in the Girls Boarding House and the Boys 
Boarding House 6 days a week.  

 
 
Carolyn is our cleaner in the Girls Boarding House.  Without Carolyn our Boarding House 
would be a dreary place - she brings a bright spark to maintaining our house like no other 
person could. Her care, attention to detail and passion for her work is admirable and we are 
very grateful for the way that she goes about her daily duties. We appreciate her smiling 
face in the mornings and in turn, she appreciates our welcoming community - ..."the boarder 
community have brought much needed joy and happiness into my life.." 
 
 

Ron is our cleaner in the Boys Boarding House. He comes in 6 days a week. When 
asked "What is the part of the job he likes?", he immediately replied "the people". He 
enjoys the company of the staff and the boys and young men. Every day he spends more 
time in the boarding house than he is allocated, and he loves being a part of the 
Boarding community. Ron said that this is the first job he has ever had working for a 
company, having being self employed for over 30 years previously. He came to SHC for 
two weeks on a temporary basis and has never left. Ron is a helicopter pilot and has 
owned firms involved in aviation, hospitality and the retail sector. 
 

Boarders “Old” vs “New” Footy Match 
On Monday 27 June, the annual 
boarder’s footy game took place. It 
was a game of skill and fun and was 
enjoyed by all. Zac McCabe won the 
“G” medal for the fairest and best on 
the ground and the “old” boarders 
defeated the “new” boarders. 
Thanks to Lawrie Gherghetta for 
organising the game, teachers 
Robert Gill and Peter Mann for 
umpiring and for Thomas Hennessy, 
Will Kearvell and Jason Dam for 
ensuring we had a match that was 
played in a positive spirit. 
 
 
 

 
World Youth Day in Krakow, Poland (25-31 July)   
In addition to Jason Dam attending WYD in Poland in the coming weeks, I am also delighted 
that Year 11 boarder, Emily Baryczka from Yorketown, will also be attending this important 
event. Emily has been selected by her Parish and Diocese to be a representative and we 
wish her a safe journey and we look forward to her sharing her journey with us on her return.   
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Salvation Army – Red Shield Appeal 
On Sunday, 29 May, 120 boarders woke at 8.00am to be a part of the annual Salvation Army 
Red Shield appeal. All boarders were happy to be a part of this special day. Led and organised 
by Year 12 leaders, the boarders in groups of three went off to designated streets in Somerton 
Park and nearby suburbs. All of the boarders enjoyed the morning and they raised $1,500 for 
the Salvo's. 
 
The boarding community has been helping the Salvo's for over 40 years and Lawrie 
Gherghetta organises the collection and does all of the preparation for the day. On the Sunday, 
supervisors helped the boarders with transport and support.  

 

Broken Hill Agfair 
Boarding staff, Barb Stephenson and Lucy Engel (formerly of 
Menindee NSW), travelled to Broken Hill to attend the 
Broken Hill Agfair which was held on 6 & 7 May.  Also joining 
them at the SHC exhibitor site on Saturday was Head of 
Senior School, Daniel Lynch . We were very lucky to have 
Andrew Schmidt (OS boarder 73-78) interview Dan on Radio 
ABC Broken Hill at the field day.  The weather held out for 
the Agfair but as a storm was brewing on the Saturday 
afternoon, many farmers headed back to their properties 
before the rains made their roads unable to be driven on.    

 
A Boarding Parents Dinner was held on the Friday 
evening hosted by Daniel Lynch.  A big thank you 
to Helen Hayes, mother of Isabella Year 10, who 
very generously coordinated the Boarding Parents’ 
Dinner at The Exchange Hotel with Nicole & Shane 
Brook (Georgia Yr8), Lisa Tonkin-Werch & Gary 
Werch (Indianna Paull Yr11), Belinda & Scott 
Cutting (Lachlan Yr11) and Madison Lawrence 
(Boarder OS 2010-2012) attending.  It was a great 
evening and thoroughly enjoyed!  
 

Term 3 Field Days 
Eyre Peninsula Field Days are being held Tuesday 
9 to Thursday 11 August in Cleve. Director of Boarding, Shane Hennessy, Coordinator of Girls Boarding, Caitlin 
Brown, will be in representing the College and Boarding community at the SHC exhibitor site.  College Principal, 
Steve Byrne will be visiting the site on Wednesday 10 August.  A Boarding Parents Dinner is being held on 
Tuesday 9 August at the Port Lincoln Hotel and is hosted by Steve Byrne.  We cordially invite boarding families – 
past, present and future – to join College staff for dinner.  Please contact Barb Stephenson, Boarding Office, 
boarding@shc.sa.edu.au, to put your name down for the dinner.  
 
Riverland Field Days will be held Friday 16 and Saturday 17 September in Barmera and the Kangaroo Island Field 
Day will be held on Thursday, 29 September in Kingscote.  Again, we invite all past, present and future boarding 
families to come and visit the field day sites.    

Dan Lynch with past boarder parents Jacque Green, Paul & Jane Martin, 

Josh Engel (Boarder OS 2011-2015) and Lucy Engel (Boarder OS 2009-2013) 

mailto:boarding@shc.sa.edu.au
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Marist Netball Carnival 
On Sunday 19 June, the SHC Open A Netball 
team travelled to Sale Catholic College in 
Victoria along with 16 other Marist schools from 
around Australia to represent Sacred Heart in the 
2016 Australian Marist Netball Carnival. The 
team consisted of 10 talented players with Annie 
Hunter of Naracoorte, Emma Stockman of Burra, 
Bec Allchurch of Tothill Creek and Zarli Ramsey 
of Port Lincoln representing the SHC Boarding 
community.  
 
The girls each had a fantastic carnival and 
contributed to the team success to take home the 
ultimate reward of 2016 Marist champions. Vice 
Captain, Bec Allchurch, led the team brilliantly 
while also achieving individual success being 
selected by the umpires as the grand final 'Player 
of the Match' as well as All Australian team 
selection for the carnival.  Congratulations! 

 

Girls Open Knockout Football 
Boarders Madi Brock of Tintinara, Annie Kellock of Farrell Flat, Hannah Grady of Naracoorte, Indianna Paull of 
Broken Hill and Alice Fry of Wirrega participated in the Girls Open Knockout Football competition held in Port 
Broughton on Tuesday 28 June.  The SHC team played two matches against Faith Lutheran Tanunda and 
Samaritan College Whyalla and have progressed through to the semi finals to be played next term against St 
Michael’s College.  Well done girls and best of luck for the semi finals!   
 

Congratulations, Moesha! 
Moesha Weetra, Year 11 boarder from Murray Bridge, was presented with two awards 
at Murray Bridge Council on 4 July as part of NAIDOC week. Moesha was awarded 
“Young Carer of the Year Award” and “Best on Ground for Netball”.  The boarding 
community would like to congratulate Moesha on her achievement.  
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Boarders Parents’ Association News 
 
Boarders Parents’ Weekend– 21 & 22 October 
The Boarders Parents’ Weekend is in its final stages 
of organisation. We have 40 parents locked in and 
the plan looks a little like this so far: 
 
Friday 21 October 
Dinner – venue to be advised 
 
Saturday 22 October 
Breakfast ‘The Haus’ 
11am-1pm Wine tastings at ‘Shaw and Smith’ and ‘Nepenthe’ wineries 
1.30pm Lunch at the ‘Lobethal Bierhaus’ 
4pm Possible visit to Melba’s Chocolate Factory and Woodside Cheese Wrights – to be confirmed 
7pm  Dinner at the ’Hahndorf Old Mill’ 
 
We have a bus booked for the Saturday. It is going to be a great weekend with some warmer weather and good 
company! 
 
If you are reading this now and haven’t booked in yet and are thinking you would like to come, please get in touch 
with me. Thanks again to Jo Allchurch for helping in the planning. 
 
Boarders Parents’ Association Meeting 
At the start of Term 2 on Sunday, 1 May, the Boarders Parents’ Association Meeting was held in St Paul’s Food & 
Hospitality Centre.  Thank you to those parents who attended the meeting.  It was great to view the new Centre.  
The next Boarders Parents’ Association Meeting will be held at the start of Term 4, Sunday 16 October at 
4.30pm, which will be our last meeting for the year. If there are any concerns, please feel free to call or email 
myself or Leo. 
 
I will be in touch again as the 
Boarders Parents’ Weekend comes 
closer. All the best for a wonderful 
holiday with your children. 
 
Jenni Redden 
Mobile 0400 072 143 
Email: redden@rbe.net.au 

 

mailto:redden@rbe.net.au


 

8 | P a g e  

 

A Snapshot of the Girls Boarding House 
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Term 3, 2016 
24 July Boarding House open from 4.00pm for Year 12s only 
25-31 July Mid Year Break Years 7-11 (week 3) 
25-29 July Stage 2 Trial Exams & Workshops  
31 July Boarding House open from 4.00pm for Years 7-11 
1 August Classes commence at SHC and Marymount College – all year levels 
9-11 August Eyre Peninsula Field Days at Cleve 
10 August Year 11/2017 Subject Selection Info Session (Parents) 7pm-8pm 
11 August Year 12 Parent/Teacher interviews 4.15pm-7.15pm 
12 August Exeat begins at end of classes 
14 August Boarders return from Exeat 
17 August Year 12/2017 Subject Selection Info Session (Parents) 7pm-8pm 

22 or 24 Aug Year 10/2017 Subject Selection Info Session (Parents) 7pm-8.30pm 

2 September Parent/Teacher interviews for boarding families 2pm-4pm 
2 September Exeat begins at end of classes 
4 September Boarders return from exeat 
16-17 Sept Riverland Field Days at Barmera 
29 September Kangaroo Island Field Day at Kingscote 
30 September Term 3 finishes 
 

Term 4, 2016 
16 October Boarding House open from 4.00pm 
 Boarders Parent Association meeting 4.30pm 
17 October Classes begin at SHC and Marymount College 
26 October Year 12 School Graduation Mass 7pm (Yr12 students & families) 
27 October Year 12 Boarders Graduation Dinner 6.00pm (Yr12 boarders & parents) 
31 October Year 12 Swot Vac commences 
4 November Exeat begins at end of classes for Years 7-11 boarders 
 Optional Exeat for Year 12 boarders 
6 November Boarders return from Exeat 
25 November Orientation morning for new students 2017  8.45am-11.45am 
30 November Year 10 Boarders exit boarding house at end of exams 
1 December Year 11 boarders exit boarding house at completion of  
 Year 12/2017 Workshop Week 
3 December Year 12 School Graduation Dinner 7-12pm (Yr12 students & families) 
8 December Term 4 finishes for Year 9 SHC Middle 
 – Year 9 Boarders exit boarding house 
9 December Term 4 finishes for Years 7 & 8 SHC Middle & Marymount 

– Years 7 & 8 Boarders exit boarding house 
 

*Calendar dates can be viewed from the College’s website www.shc.sa.edu.au. 

 

  
Downstairs Boys (Yrs 7-9 & 12) Supervisor Office Director of Boarding Boarding Registrar 

  (08) 8350 2506 Shane Hennessy Barb Stephenson 
    0423 049 749  (08) 8350 2559 
Upstairs Boys (Yrs10-11) Supervisor Office  shanehennessy@shc.sa.edu.au    0418 803 337 

  (08) 8350 2508    barbarastephenson@shc.sa.edu.au 
  Co-ordinator of Girls Boarding  
 Girls Supervisor Office Caitlin Brown  
  (08) 8350 2511   0452 293 100 Health Care Centre 

     caitlinbrown@shc.sa.edu.au  Sharon Armfield / Linda Leck / Pina Forzisi 
    (08) 8350 2509 
 Boarding House Email Co-ordinator of Boys Boarding    hcc@shc.sa.edu.au 
Boys   boardingleave-boys@shc.sa.edu.au Jason Dam  
Girls   boardingleave-girls@shc.sa.edu.au   0400 824 490  
      jasondam@shc.sa.edu.au  School Absentee Line 
  Uniform Shop   Senior (08) 8350 2594 
 Lisa Harvey Boarders Laundry  Middle (08) 8275 5907 

  (08) 8350 2586 Lyn Ward / Deb Tonkin  Marymount (08) 8179 4444 
Tues&Thurs 1pm-6pm / Wed 8am-12noon  (08) 8350 2544 Mon/Tues/Wed 
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