
 

 

Welcome boarding families to the 
commencement of the 2017 school and boarding 
year. It has been an exciting and extremely busy 
start of the year and the community is operating 
smoothly with a few of the usual hiccups to keep 
everyone on their toes.  

 
Some of the highlights of the past three weeks 
include:  
 Our Opening Mass celebrated by Mons. Ian 

Dempsey. 

 The boarding community dinner which 
included the first tours of the Br Joseph 
McAteer Gymnasium complex. 

 The academic input of the first week which included the Head of the 
Mathematics Department speaking to the younger boarders on how to 
succeed in Mathematics. 

 The respectful atmosphere in the Sunday Masses and week day 
liturgies. 

 The boarders being able to use the gym on the weekends. 

 On the very hot nights: having study immediately after school and then 
going to the beach after dinner. 

 The pool party for the junior boarders at Pembroke College. 

 The quality of our dinners provided by chef, Michael Brewster, and his 
team. 

 The commitment by the entire Boarding Staff to ensure that the year 
got off to a smooth start.  

 

Important Dates 



 
Undoubtedly a highlight of the last two or three months has been the academic success of Josh Smith 
from Farrell Flat and the surrounding excitement and publicity. Last Wednesday, 15 February, Josh 
addressed the entire College community at the Laureate Assembly. This is his wonderful speech:  
 

Good morning everyone, 
 
I am very proud to have achieved my year 12 result at Sacred Heart College, and I am honoured to have been 
invited to speak to you today. When I started here as a boarder in Year 10, I never expected that I would be in this 
position. This was something that I was not able to achieve on my own, and is a credit to Sacred Heart and its 
boarding community. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my teachers at this School, especially those I 
had in year 12, as they were always willing to give up their time to help me achieve my best and I always felt that 
they genuinely wanted to see their students do well. Also, I must thank Shane and all the boarding house staff, as 
being a boarder for the past three years has been one of the best experiences of my life, as it not only supported 
my studies but provided me with many new friends and great memories. I also wish to thank all my mates in the 
boarding house, as you made life much more amusing, and you were always very supportive of my studies. Finally, 
I need to thank my parents and family for giving me the opportunity to come to this school through making 
sacrifices in their own lives, this is something I will always be very grateful for. 

 
Throughout my time at Sacred Heart, I was able to learn a great deal about 
myself, and how to achieve my best. From these experiences, I can say that the 
best way to achieve your goals is to work hard. While this may seem obvious, 
throughout year 12 I learnt that making even small sacrifices made a large 
difference to the results that I was obtaining at school. I have learnt throughout the 
year that if you give something your best, you are highly likely to achieve your 
goals. For me, being in the boarding house allowed me to do this, as the set study 
times meant that I could get into a routine every night, and made studying seem a 
less daunting task. However, I found that I had to stay organised, as this allowed 
me to gradually work my way through tasks by breaking them down into smaller 
parts rather than being overwhelmed by the large amount that I had to complete. 
As a part of this, it is again important to stay organised as this will allow you to 
achieve a better balance in your life. For example, you won’t have to stay up late 
into the night to finish an assignment. Also, when you have success, such as 
doing well in a test, be sure to reward yourself and be proud of what you have 
achieved, as this will motivate you to keep doing well throughout the year. 
 

My second major tip would be to make the most of your teachers. This was something that I never fully understood 
until I was in year 12, however it became obvious that the teachers at this school were always willing to go above 
and beyond, such as making time to see me outside of classes, to allow their students to fulfil their potential. Once 
again, I must thank my teachers, Mr Sprules, Mrs Sampson, Mrs Wilkins, Mr Creazzo and Ms Blight, as their 
dedication to their students really was extraordinary. One thing that I would do better in hindsight would be to ask 
more questions in class and by asking for help, this can make everything seem much easier compared to trying to 
do the work on your own. This also includes working with the other students around you, as I often found it helpful 
to get another perspective on something that I was struggling with. I would also encourage you to use the 
workbacks after school, and for the boarders to use the tutors, as again this will help you to overcome any 
problems and allow you to achieve your best. 
 
My final tip would be to make sure that you look after yourself throughout the year. Despite some of the study often 
being quite stressful, you will achieve better results over a longer period if you make sure that you take breaks from 
the study and have some fun. Once again, I need to thank my mates in the boarding house, as you always looked 
after me and made the year much more entertaining. This was important for me as I was not always the best at 
managing my workload, but the boys were always up for a chat. In hindsight, I think this is the most important thing 
that I have learnt when I look back on year 12, as to truly achieve your best and have a good year, you need to 
have a good balance in your life. This is especially important in year 12, as there are many special events 
throughout the year that do not occur in other years of your schooling, and I think you need to remember that the 
year is not all about study. Also, make sure that you surround yourself with a good support network as you will 
have a more enjoyable and successful year if you have supportive people around you. I found that this helped me 
to gain perspective and not always think about study and schoolwork throughout the year. 
 
In closing, I would again like to thank all the people in the Sacred Heart College community, as this school has 
given me many opportunities that simply would not have been available to me if I had not become a student at 
Sacred Heart. This school has allowed me to achieve my best while making many new friends, and it is something 
that I am extremely grateful for. Finally, I wish the Class of 2017 and all the students sitting here today all the best 
for this year and beyond, I really hope you enjoy the year and achieve the results that you deserve. Thank you.   



 

 
The Year 12 results in the boarding community were once again outstanding. Of the 28 students who 
received an ATAR, 40% received a score above 90, placing them in the top 10% of the State. 64% 
received a score above 80%, placing them in the top 20% of the State. Every Year 12 boarder achieved 
their SACE Certificate, as did every Year 12 student at S.H.C. These results are the best in the boarding 
house in recent years. Just as importantly, perhaps more importantly almost all of the boarders in Year 
12 achieved their best, whatever that may be, and parents, boarding staff and teachers are proud of 
them for doing this. 
 
Josh Smith received Merit Certificates 
in every subject, an ATAR of 99.95 and 
is Dux of the College. Hannah Grady 
(Mathematical Applications, Business 
and Enterprise) and Josh Finckler 
(Mathematical Applications) also 
received Merit Certificates.  I am also 
pleased to announce that Josh Smith 
has also received one of the Governor 
of South Australia Commendations for 
2016. 
 
The following boarders received an 
ATAR of 90 or above: Josh Finckler of 
Whyalla, Madi Brock of Tintinara, Eliza 
Taheny of Warooka, Josh Patterson of 
Streaky Bay, Louise Hinge of Mundulla, 
Nicola Burdette of Renmark, Tom 
Kitschke of Jamestown, Winnie Taylor 
of Port Pirie, Hannah Grady of 
Naracoorte and Josh Smith of Farrell 
Flat. 
 
Finally the 2016 results for the Year 10 
and 11 boarders were also outstanding 
and the best I have seen in the last 
eight years. 
 
 

 
This is one of the most important days in our boarding calendar. All of the new boarders and their 
families arrive for their first day at Sacred Heart College. An addition to the program was added this year 
in an attempt to assist the new boarders to settle into life at our College. A day student from the same 
homeroom as every new boarder was invited to a "getting to know you" session with the new boarders. 
The purpose of this innovation was to ensure that every new boarder had a familiar face and someone to 
sit with on their first day of classes. Thanks to Boarding Staff members Lucy Engel, Will Kearvell, 
Thomas Hennessy and Tash Hicks for organising and running an interesting and entertaining program. 
They were ably assisted by boarding leaders Alice Fry, Rashuan Stephenson-Stuart, Lauren McInerney 
and Kade Morris.  
 
In a number of conversations that I have had with the new boarders over the last three weeks, the 
program has been a success and has assisted them in getting used to the school and boarding 
communities. 
  

Front:  Louise Hinge, Nicola Burdette, Eliza Taheny, Madi Brock, Winnie Taylor, Shane Hennessy 
Back: Tom Kitschke, Josh Finckler, Josh Smith, Steve Byrne         Absent: Hannah Grady & Josh Patterson 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the new boarders got to know each other in the afternoon, their parents gathered in the Stephen 
DeBourg Performing Arts Centre to listen to information provided by Steve Byrne (Principal), Karen 
Bailey (Director of Teaching/Learning), Gail Morgan (Head Senior School), Sharon Armfield (Health Care 
Centre nurse), Caitlin Brown and Jason Dam (Coordinators Girl/Boy Boarding), and Barb Stephenson 
(Boarding Office/Registrar).  It was a very informative gathering with staff delivering information with 
regard to school, boarding and health.   
 

 
The day was busy with “continuing” boarders returning to the boarding house, catching up with their 
friends and finding their room for 2017.  The new boarders headed up to the city together with boarding 
supervisors Thomas Hennessy, Alex Hurley, Lucy Engel and Zoe Martini.  Most had not ever caught the 
tram before!  After a bite to eat and familiarisation of the city, they returned to the boarding house.   
 
The Boarder Parent Association meeting was held in the DeBourg Centre and was very well attended by 
the families.  Thank you to Leo and Jenni Redden of Riverton who have chaired the meetings for the last 
9 years and have now handed over the reins to Luke and Judy McCabe of Hamley Bridge who will be 
the chairpersons for 2017.  A big thank you to all those who attended the meeting.   
 
Following on from the meeting was the Opening Boarders’ Mass. Mons Ian Dempsey celebrated the 
Mass, and we thank him for being with us to commence the year for our boarding community.  
 
  

New Boarders Introduction Day 



 
 
To finalise the busy day, Peter McCabe, Business Manager Operations, opened the Brother Joseph 
McAteer Centre for boarding families to have a “preview screening” of the new facility, and then the 
boarding community joined together for dinner which was served in the Boarders Dining/Servery room 
with the Quad full of tables, chairs and families enjoying the lovely meal served to us by our dedicated 
chef Michael Brewster and his team, who prepared a great meal.  It was wonderful to see so many 
families and friends catching up with one another. 
 
  
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Shane Hennessy 
Director of Boarding 

Caitlin Brown 
Coordinator Girls 

Jason Dam 
Coordinator Boys 

 

 
 
  

Deb Tonkin 
Supervisor/Laundry 

Barb Stephenson 
Boarding Office 

Peter Oswald 
Supervisor 

Linda Leck 
Health Care Centre 

Will Kearvell 
Supervisor 

Tyler Kelly 
Supervisor/Tutor 

Alex Hurley 
Supervisor 

Tash Hicks 
Supervisor 

Thomas Hennessy 
Supervisor 

Joanna Hancock 
Supervisor/Tutor 

Di Barnes 
Supervisor 

Lucy Engel 
Supervisor 

Lawrie Gherghetta 
Supervisor 

Pina Forzisi 
Health Care Centre 

Sharon Armfield 
Health Care Centre 

Stewart Macdonald 
Supervisor 

Zoe Martini 
Supervisor/Tutor 

Ben Morgan 
Supervisor 

Amy Noll 
Supervisor/Tutor 

Meridee O’Neil 
Health Care Centre 

Sr Liz Tham 
Chaplain 

Lyn Ward 
Laundry 

Joseph Waugh 
Supervisor 

Margie Weller 
Supervisor 

Harlem Guab 
Supervisor 

Joshua Smith 
Tutor 



 

BOARDING HOUSE REMINDERS 
 

EXEATS 
The Boarding Houses close at 5pm on the day of departure, and 
will re-open at 4pm on the Sunday (Monday if public holiday).  A 
sausage sizzle will be held on the day of return at 6pm for all 
boarders – no charge.   
 
We will endeavour to get those boarders requiring transport by 
plane/bus to the airport/bus terminal on the Friday of exeat.   
 

REACH and TRAVEL/EXEAT FORM 
We would appreciate parents completing either a Leave 
Request on REACH or complete a Travel/Exeat Form for exeats 
and end of term, and submit to the boarding house no later 
than the Tuesday evening before Exeat/end of Term.   
 

OVERNIGHT LEAVE 
For any absence by the boarder requiring an overnight stay 
away from the boarding house, we ask parents to complete a 
Leave Request on REACH or complete the Overnight Leave 
Form giving details of the stay.  
 

 
If not submitting a Request for Leave by REACH electronically, 

the Travel/Exeat and Overnight Leave forms can be 
downloaded/printed from the College’s website and emailed 

as directed below. 
www.shc.sa.edu.au - Boarding – Forms 

 
Boys Boarding House  –  boardingleave-boys@shc.sa.edu.au 
Girls Boarding House  –  boardingleave-girls@shc.sa.edu.au 

 

BOARDER PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
 

Firstly, welcome to all the new families. I hope that your children have settled in well at the 
boarding house. 
 
The Boarder Parents Association was established eight years ago. Its main objective is to give 
parents of students in the boarding house an opportunity to get to know other parents and 
to feel part of the community at Sacred Heart College. At this stage we have two meetings a 
year. The next one will be at the commencement of Term 2 (more information regarding this 
will be emailed later). During these meetings you will hear reports from the Director of 
Boarding and Principal. We will also discuss any business from the previous meeting and 
offer parents the opportunity to raise any new business. The meetings are usually about an 
hour long. For any major concerns, please contact Shane Hennessy direct, but if there are 
any questions or new ideas please use the meetings as an opportunity for them to be heard. 
Most importantly we supply drinks and nibbles after the meeting! 
 
We are also hoping to have a Boarders’ Parent Weekend to be held again this year. As soon 
as more details are available we will send out an expression of interest. The date as yet has 
not been finalised.  
 
If you have any questions please ring me on 0400 162 277 or email farm454@bigpond.com. 
Luke & Judy McCabe 

Hennessy family at daughter, Sophie’s, 
wedding in January 

Year 12 boarding girls – ready for first day back at school! 

 

 

Mathematics presentation by James Grant 

Marymount boarders Llewellyn, Georgia, Eve, 
Elizabeth & Grace (absent: Summa) 

http://www.shc.sa.edu.au/
mailto:boardingleave-boys@shc.sa.edu.au
mailto:boardingleave-girls@shc.sa.edu.au
mailto:farm454@bigpond.com

