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Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students, Staff and Friends of the College, 

 

As Term 1 concludes I offer a general vote of thanks for all members of the Sacred Heart College 

community who have contributed to our Marist educational mission at both the Middle and Senior 

Schools this year. The term has gone well, special achievements have been recognised, significant 

community days have been well conducted, including the numerous parent teacher interviews and 

now we move into the term break to rejuvenate body, mind and spirit. 

 

Easter 2014 

Recently, Br Michael Green FMS (Director of Marist Schools Australia) presented a session entitled 

'The Scriptural Foundations of Marist Life and Mission' to the twenty five Sacred Heart staff 

undertaking the Marist Methodology unit of the Graduate Certificate of Education. We have been 

conducting the course throughout the term after school on a Thursday. Each session has a different 

focus which relates to Catholic Education in the Marist Tradition.  

 

Br Michael asked us to bring a few favourite pieces of scripture along to share. A simple yet engaging 

and enriching activity - when was the last time you shared a favourite piece of scripture?  

 

Each year I try to celebrate Easter in a slightly different manner so as to pay due respect to the 

significance of it. Br Michael's simple task has provided such a focus. There are many scripture 

passages which ignite a yearning for a better understanding or a significant insight to all that is the 

story of Easter.  

 

John 20:9 - They still did not understand the scripture 

which said that he must rise from death - is set in a 

context of the Apostles Peter and John rushing to 

the tomb on the word of Mary Magdelene that 

Jesus' body was missing. To add to the context is 

this beautiful painting by Eugene Bernand 

depicting the two scurrying to the tomb - Peter 

the older and more harrowed figure and John the 

younger, exuberant disciple. 
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The verse has a timeless appeal as it reflects the mystery of the Resurrection and the question of faith - 

do we understand and do we believe? Are these some of the thoughts being held by John and Peter in 

the painting? The eyes, the hands and the faces seem to portray a range of emotions and thoughts. How 

would we respond to this situation as scripture which remains mere text is not sacred - it is the inherent 

meaning and values behind it which are precious. Something to ponder this Easter! 

 

Stations of the Cross - An Invitation 

 

Celebrate the journey of Christ’s passion and death 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday 18th April 2014 

from 12:00 noon 

at Sacred Heart College Senior 
 

Another means of engaging in the Easter ceremonies would be to attend the Stations of the Cross 

traditionally conducted on the surrounds of Paringa Hall and enacted by the Brighton Parish Antioch 

group. This is a very well attended family event and all members of the community are welcome. The 

ceremony will be conducted by Reverend Monsignor Ian Dempsey, Brighton Parish Priest. It 

commences at noon and given the large numbers attending it is advised you allow time for walking into 

the College Grounds. 

 

So, in conclusion, may you and your loved ones be enriched by the blessings of Easter - Faith, Hope and 

Love! 

 

Pax Christi 

 

Steve Byrne 
Principal 
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The Marist Corner 

SPECIAL EASTER EDITION 
 

In Steve Byrne’s message he wrote of Br Michael Green’s session entitled 'The Scriptural 

Foundations of Marist Life and Mission'. Another aspect of this session which I found intriguing was Br 

Michael’s discussion on the role of Mary for Marists. Br Michael noted that the role of Mary is oft-

misunderstood insofar as people assume that because “Marists” are named after Mary, there must be 

some extraordinary devotion to Mary – potentially beyond that of Jesus.  

As Br Michael argued, this is simply not true. Marist spirituality is a very Christo-centric spirituality, 

and whilst Mary has a special role, it is not that she is elevated beyond Jesus or that there is special 

devotion to Mary (beyond that which would ordinarily be expected of Catholics). Rather, to Marists, 

Mary should be imitated in terms of her own devotion to, and imitation of, Christ.  

In simple terms, Mary is the perfect model of a Christian Disciple. 

In his book, Lent and Easter with Mary, Thomas J Craughwell expresses this perfectly in his contention 

that “Lent is … the time of year when we try to direct our mind to contemplation of the passion of 

Christ—and once again, Mary is our 

ideal companion. On that first Good 

Friday she was among the faithful few 

who followed our Lord on the road to 

Calvary, stood at the foot of the Cross 

as he died, and then received his body 

into her arms.” 

Michelangelo's masterpiece, Pietà, is a 

beautiful example of Mary’s devotion 

to Christ that we, as Marists, are called 

to model. Perhaps this Easter may be a 

time to reflect on how we can, like 

Mary, be the perfect Christian Disciple 

and “keep [our] eyes fixed on Jesus, 

the author and perfector of faith” (Heb 

12:2). 

A happy and holy Easter to all of our 

College community! 

Daniel Head 

Director of Marist Mission 


