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Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students, Staff and Friends of the College, 

 

Enrolment Pathways - Catholic Schools of the South-West Region 

Earlier this week the first of the 'Principal's Tours' was conducted. These are traditionally a 

cordial means by which to provide an insight to the daily workings of the College and to 

highlight key aspects of 'Sacred Heart Culture' including our ethos, history, curriculum and 

broad range of achievements and facilities. 

 

During and after the tour the visiting families are encouraged to ask questions of the student 

tour guides and myself. Invariably a number of these questions relate to enrolment access or 

pathways to enrolment at Sacred Heart College Senior. Students enrolled in the Catholic 

Schools of the South-West Region have a near guaranteed pathway to SHCS, as do Boarders 

and children of Sacred Heart Old Collegians (SHOCs). The vast majority of our students 

transition from Sacred Heart Middle, Marymount College and via the SHC Boarding House. 

Only after these students are enrolled are other families able to seek enrolment. 

 

I share this so that when such matters arise in various conversations some clarity can be 

provided. Whilst it is a positive sign that our school is in demand it is also important that the 

avenues of access are well-known and reasonably clear. If there is any doubt, or there are 

further questions, it is always best to contact Mrs Deborah Hearl, College Registrar, for 

clarification. 

 

Sacred Heart College Futures Steering Committee 

Last week, Mr Tim Mullin (Head of SHCMS) and I attended the biannual Marist Principals 

Conference at The Hermitage in Mittagong, NSW. The conference brought together Principals 

and the Leaders of Marist Schools Australia from across the nation with over fifty in 

attendance. Br Michael Green FMS, National Director of Marist Schools Australia was the 

convenor and Br Jeff Crowe FMS, Provincial, was also present. 
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Forthcoming Events: 
Term 1 Week 8 

Wednesday 19 March 

Assembly @ 12:05pm 

Thursday 20 March 

SPORTS DAY 

Friday 21 March 

Interim Reports Issued 

Term 1 Week 9 

Tuesday 25 March 

Year 10 Speakeasy – Lesson 4 

Wednesday 26 March 

Chisholm House Mass @ 12:45 pm 

Thursday 27 March 

Year 12 Seminar – Lesson 1 

Friday 28 March 

Boarders P/T Interviews 

2:00 pm until 4:00 pm 

Saturday 29 to Sunday 30 March 

Boarders Exeat Weekend 

Term 1 Week 10 

Monday 31 March to Friday 4 

April 

Marist Basketball Carnival in Sale, 

Victoria 

Wednesday 2 April 

Year 12 P/T Interviews 

4:00 pm until 7:00 pm 

Wednesday 2 April 

SHCS Paringa Newsletter #5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst in Mittagong, there was an opportunity to set dates for 

some of the consultations across the Sacred Heart community. 

As notified last week, the initial round of these will occur on 

Monday 24 March, 2014. Across the day, the Chair of the 

Steering Committee, Mr Peter White, along with Mr Paul 

Herrick (Director, Southern Region of Marist Schools 

Australia) will meet with the Middle School and Senior School 

staff groups and the respective Executive teams. In the 

evening, commencing at 7.00pm in the Debourg Centre at 

Sacred Heart Senior, parents and caregivers from both schools 

are invited to a forum. The details are contained on the flyer 

on page 3.  For planning purposes an RSVP to 

principal@shcs.sa.edu.au would be greatly appreciated. 

 

I hope all interested parents/carers are able to attend. If not, 

please feel free to submit your ideas to the Committee via the 

above email as the views of the community are most welcome 

in this process! 

 

Best wishes, 
 

Steve Byrne 
Principal 

 

mailto:principal@shcs.sa.edu.au
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The Marist Corner 

Scripture Reflection 

Gospel (Sunday 23 March 2014: Third Sunday of Lent): Jn 4:5-42 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land that Jacob gave to his son 

Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It 

was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 

drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? 

You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, in fact, do not associate with 

Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

‘If you only knew what God is offering 

and who it is that is saying to you: 

Give me a drink, 

you would have been the one to ask, 

and he would have given you living water.’ 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: how could you get this living water? Are 

you a greater man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself with his sons 

and his cattle?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this water 

will get thirsty again: 

but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 

will never be thirsty again: 

the water that I shall give 

will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ 

 ‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may never get thirsty and never have to 

come here again to draw water. I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, 

while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: 

 ‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 

when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

You worship what you do not know; 

we worship what we do know; 

for salvation comes from the Jews. 
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But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – 

when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: 

that is the kind of worshipper 

the Father wants. 

God is spirit, 

and those who worship 

must worship in spirit and truth.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is coming; and when he comes he will 

tell us everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the strength of the woman’s testimony, so, when 

the Samaritans came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and when 

he spoke to them many more came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe 

because of what you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of 

the world.’ 

* * * 

All people thirst for meaning, but of what does that meaning consist? The people in the desert thirsted for water, 

but they misunderstood their thirst. The woman of Samaria thirsted. Her conversation with Jesus showed that she 

thirsted for understanding and insight as well as water. For what do we thirst in this world of such great excess 

and unmeasured need? Life has not become simpler with all of our advances. We still thirst for more – for the 

newest, the fastest and the best. How much is enough, and when do we cross the line into ‘too much’? 

 

The gospel readings for the scrutiny Sundays very clearly lay out the choices that are placed before the 

catechumens and the rest of the believing community as well. This Sunday it is between water that quenches thirst 

and water that does not. Jesus identifies himself as the source of water that guarantees eternal life. He places before 

the Samaritan woman a choice that requires a step of profound faith. She knows the thirst-quenching quality of the 

water from Jacob’s well, but she is not acquainted with the water promised by this stranger who is also an enemy 

of her people. The choice is not an obvious one. A similar choice is placed before us. We know the demands of our 

culture and the circumstances of our lives. Are we able to acknowledge the sins of which we are guilty, recognise 

the grace that is being offered to us, and make the right choice? 

With thanks to Dianne Bergant © for the above reflection.  

Used under licence from Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd  
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Retreats 

The 2014 retreats were again a fantastic success. There were five different retreats held at four sites, 

Nunyara (Belair), Dzintari (Normanville), Mylor Baptist (Mylor), Woodhouse (Piccadilly) and Shiloh 

Hills (Ironbank). The theme for the retreats was “Loving Ourselves to Love Each Other Better” which 

encompassed a look into how we view ourselves, our relationships with family and friends, and our 

relationship with God.  

The students truly gave of themselves and actively participated in the retreats, and the feedback from 

students was excellent. Feedback included,  

“Truly, this has changed me” and  

“This will be a memory I cherish for the rest of my life. Thank you.” 

The retreats were led by Tracey Dorian, Dan Ryan, Prue Wilkosz, Courtney Redden and myself. We at 

SHC are most fortunate to have people like these four who willingly donate many, many hours of their 

time in preparing and leading the retreats, to ensure that our students have a wonderful experience. 

The stress and sleepless nights in the lead-up to retreat are certainly made worthwhile when the impact 

of the retreats on the students is evident. 

Additionally, each of the five retreats had 6 staff members (generally two Heads of House and four 

homeroom teachers) who gave up their time to make the retreats a fantastic experience for our students. 

Many thanks to each of these staff members. 

We are also very fortunate to have the services of several young leaders, mostly old Collegians, who 

provide an invaluable connection with the students, from the perspective of someone who has recently 

been through a similar experience. We thank them for their willingness to make our retreat program so 

special. 

We also have several people working behind the scenes to ensure the retreats happen. Special thanks to 

Deborah Hearl and Margie Weller for all of the work they put in leading up to retreat. However, this 

truly is a whole-school effort, from the teachers who stay back at school to “run the show” to 

maintenance staff and library staff who help out with odd-jobs.  

We also take this opportunity to thank the parents and caregivers for their support of the program. It is 

through such support that we are able to continue to put on successful retreats. 

To each of the students – the challenge is now to maintain the positivity, the new connections, and the 

life-skills moving forwards in 2014. 

Photos will be in the next Newsletter! 

Daniel Head 

Director of Marist Mission 
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MSol – Upcoming camp 

MSol will be holding an overnight camp on 28 March to plan Social Justice activities for the coming 

year. Spots will be limited and students who wish to attend should return the permission form 

(distributed by email on Monday) as soon as possible. Positions will be allocated on a first-come-first-

served basis. 

Daniel Head 

Director of Marist Mission 

 

Year 11 Excursion 
Year 11 (Stage 2) Religion Studies students visited the Zhu Lin Buddhist Temple at Ottoway last week. 

They were lucky to be spoken to by one of the resident Venerable Monks. Students gained an insight 

into some of the teachings of Buddhism as well as some of the material dimensions of the belief system. 

It will certainly help them with their upcoming assignments. Pictured below are students with the 

Buddhist Monk as he explains elements of Buddhism and teaches meditation. 
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Daniel Head 

Director of Marist Mission 

Caritas Lenten Visitors 
On Friday 14 March several classes were fortunate to be spoken to by the Caritas Lenten Visitors. The 

visitors were Marlene Spencer Nampitjinpa, chairperson of Western Desert Nganampa Walytia 

Palyanjaky Tjuataku and Sarah Brown, Chief Executive Officer of WDNWPT. The Western Desert 

Nganampa Walytia Palyanjaky Tjuataku (WDNWPT) Aboriginal Corporation was established in 

response to concern over the number people being forced to move from traditional country, family and 

community to seek dialysis treatment in Alice Springs. 

 

The organisation’s name loosely translates to “making all our families well”; it reflects a desire to 

minimise the extent to which kidney disease threatens the health, dignity and wellbeing of individuals 

as well as the preservation of walytja or the connectedness of extended family. 

 

In 2004 WDNWPT opened the first remote renal dialysis clinic in Central Australia at Kintore. Today 

they provide alternative dialysis facilities in five communities and dialysis and social support in Alice 

Springs from a converted suburban house: The Purple House. Caritas Australia is supporting a new 

income-generating social enterprise at The Purple House that enables people to remain connected to 

traditional culture, making and selling bush balms. 

 

Pictured below is Marlene speaking with the lucky students who heard her and Sarah speak. 
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Daniel Head 

Director of Marist Mission 

 

Stations of the Cross 
The Brighton Parish Stations of the Cross will be on again at Sacred Heart College on Good Friday. The 

event will start at 12 noon. Brighton Antioch is supplying actors and musicians and so we look forward 

to seeing you there! 
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SHCS Parent/Teacher Interviews 

Please make a note the interviews are scheduled to be held on the following dates 

 

YEAR 12 ONLY – WEDNESDAY 2nd APRIL, 2014  -    4:00 – 7:00PM 

AND 

YEAR 10 & 11 – MONDAY 7TH APRIL, 2014   - 2:00 – 7:00PM 
 

In the Br. Stephen Debourg Performing Arts Centre 
 

All interviews will be made electronically using an external website, thus eliminating the need for 

students to chase teachers for suitable interview times.  

 

 An email will be been sent to you in the next few weeks with a booking code. 

 Families needing to attend both nights will receive two emails with separate booking codes (one 

for each event). 

 Once you have your booking code please log onto:   www.edval.com.au/book. 

 Here you will enter your priorities for which teachers you wish to see. Please note that your 

priority preferences are important. 

 

Please note that interim reports will be issued on Friday March 21st, 12 days prior to the Year 12 

Parent/Teacher Interview Night (and 18 days prior to the Year 10 and 11 Interviews). 

 

You will be emailed all booking instructions for the Parent/Teacher Interview Nights in the near 

future. 

 

Should you require assistance with booking interviews electronically, please contact the College on 8294 

2988.  

 

 

Kathryn Mortlock 

PA to Assistant Principals and Director of Teaching and Learning 

 

  

http://www.edval.com.au/book
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 eLEARNING UPDATE #3  
 

During the past two weeks, staff and students have been investigating and using a variety 
of Google Apps and utilising some of the features available in docs and sheets.  
 

 



 

12 | P a g e  

 

Tri-Schools Uniform 

Shop 
Located at the rear of 

Sacred Heart College Senior 

School, Scarborough Street, 

Somerton Park.   

MasterCard, Visa Card and 

EFTPOS available.  Direct 

telephone: 

(08) 8350 2586 

 

Second-hand uniforms - 

Neat, clean, current 

uniforms are accepted for 

re-sale during shop hours.  

 

Term One Trading Times 

Mondays 3pm – 5pm 

Tuesdays 1pm – 6pm 

Wednesdays 8am – 12 noon 

Thursdays 1pm – 6pm 

 

Mrs Lisa Harvey 

Tri-Schools Uniform Shop 

 
 

SHCS Library Hours 
 

Monday 8 am – 4 pm 

Tuesday 8 am – 5 pm 

Wednesday 8 am – 5 pm 

Thursday 8 am – 5 pm 

Friday  8 am – 4 pm 

 

Students are urged to 

take advantage of these 

extended hours for all 

their study needs. 

Changes to Timetable – Friday 28 March (Week 9) 
Please note that Year 12 students will be dismissed from classes at noon on 

Friday March 28 and Year 10 and 11 students will be dismissed at 1.30pm. 

 

Teachers are involved in Parent/Teacher Interviews with Boarder 

Parents/Caregivers during the afternoon of Friday 28 March prior to the 

Exeat weekend. 

 

School buses will be rescheduled accordingly. 

Mrs Karen Bailey 

Director of Teaching and Learning 

 

Girls Sport 
The Summer Tennis, Water Polo and Basketball teams have had numerous 

successes in their season to date.  With only 3 rounds to play, all teams are 

looking in a good position on their premiership table for final Play Offs on 

April 3rd for the Water Polo and April 5th for the Tennis and Basketball.  I 

look forward to reporting on their final placings. 

 

The Netball trials are well under way as we prepare for the Winter season 

with first round matches on Saturday May the 10th.  The Soccer trials will 

take place in Week 10 and 11 of this term in preparation for the start of 

season.  Hockey will see SHC field one side again in 2014. 

 

With the College Sports Day taking place on Thursday March 20th, the girls 

Athletics team will be finalised for the Catholic Girls Inter-school Athletics 

Competition which will take place at Santos Stadium on Tuesday April the 

1st from 9am - 2pm.  We look forward to selecting this team to represent 

Sacred Heart College. 

Mrs Alex Penhall 

Girls Sports Coordinator 

 

Student Recognition – Interstate Finalist 
On Thursday 13 March 2014 Mbita Makwaza (Year 12 

student) won the SA State Final for the Melbourne 

International Comedy Festival's High School 'Class 

Clowns' competition.  Mbita will be representing SA at 

the finals in Melbourne later this year.  He's pretty 

chuffed and very excited about competing in Melbourne. 

 

Well-Done and Good Luck Mbita 
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