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GLEESON OLD SCHOLAR JAMES BROWN TAKING DESIGN WORLD BY STORM!

Gleeson Old Scholar James Brown (1995) has been touted as ‘the hott est thing in Australian
design right now’. Photo courtesy of The Adverti ser ‘The Adelaide Magazine’, September 27 2013.

Gleeson College Old Scholar and Creati ve 
Director of his own design company 
‘Mash’, James Brown (1995) is taking the 
design world by storm with his unique, 
‘outside the box’ arti sti c fl air.

James, 33, is the latest designer to 
be inducted by the revered Alliance 
Graphique Internati onale - the Swiss-
based, invitati on-only ‘club’ of the best 
designers in the world.  With only 420 
members from 36 countries, the club 
includes design superstars such as New 
York-based designer and typographer 
Stefan Sagmeister, who is the man behind 
album covers for The Rolling Stones, 
David Bryne and the late Lou Reed.  James 
is only one of eight Australians ever to be 
inducted into the club.

In a recent arti cle in The Adverti ser’s ‘The 
Adelaide Magazine’, James spoke from 
the heart about his passion for drawing, 
art and design, which he discovered at 
a very young age.  He said at school he 
was far more interested in doodling 
than completi ng maths or spelling!  His 
Gleeson College Year 10 teacher and 
mentor, Mr Anthony Marzullo, received a 
menti on as he explained how his parents 
were asked to come in to ‘have a chat’ 
about their son’s behaviour and future.

“I was a bit of a punk,” James recalls. “I 
was on the verge of going off  the rails.  He 
(Mr Marzullo) said: ‘Look, James knows 
what he wants to do - he wants to do art 
and design.  He’s probably going to get 
bored or in trouble if he stays at school’.”  
As the arti cle then states....‘the rest is 
history’.

At 15 he was the youngest ever student 
to be accepted to study Art and Design 
at Tea Tree Gully TAFE, and three years 
later, aft er a brief sti nt working in the UK, 
he returned to Adelaide to study Visual 
Communicati on at the University of SA.  
James said he never fi nished the degree 
though, much to the annoyance of his 

Mum, and went on to set up Adelaide 
‘artverti sing’ agency MASH in 2001.  
James and business partner Dom Roberts 
experienced success almost immediately, 
with their ‘tongue-in-cheek’ approach 
to art and design, and the awards and 
accolades started rocketi ng their way.

James also makes music and enjoys being 
a part of Adelaide Folk outf it ‘Dr Piffl  e 
and the Burlap Band’ and is one of fi ve 
members of event and pop-up gurus ‘The 
Happy Motel’.  Both his design work and his 
love of music is seeing him globetrotti  ng 
all over the world.  He toured the US with 
Dr Piffl  e and the Burlap Band’s for their 
Burning Man Tour last year and spent 
ti me in Timor setti  ng up the country’s 
fi rst ever music and art festi val earlier 
this year.  James also spent a couple of 
months out in the Kimberley bush with 
Indigenous friend Carrol Karpany, the 
talented musician from iconic Aboriginal 
rock band ‘Us Mob’, assisti ng to monitor 
the behaviour of humpback whales.

With a resume that includes the interior 
design for Bali’s most popular new bar 
and restaurant Motel Mexicola, Bondi’s 
Beachfront bar and eatery The Bucket 
List and branding for Adelaide Festi val 

and Barrio, James has made quite a name 
for himself in the creati ve design industry.    
We congratulate him on his outstanding 
achievements and wish him all the best 
on his many upcoming ventures, which 
include the re-inventi on of Melbourne’s 
Comme club as a restaurant and supper 
club, and also sees him teaming up 
with award-winning winemakers and 
mixologists for Adelaide Festi val’s 
2014  ‘Lola’s Pergola’ giant backyard 
dinner party to be held on a mocked-up 
suburban block.

It is also wonderful to hear that James 
is also working on a community project 
with a permaculture friend, Karlien Van 
Rooyen, called ‘The Jolly Harvest Project’.  
This will see cyclists on specially equipped 
bicycles harvest excess fruit from Adelaide 
suburbs, with the spoils divided equally 
between the tree owner, volunteers, 
homeless shelters and markets for 
sale.  All proceeds will be reinvested 
to commmunity projects.  For more 
informati on on The Jolly Harvest Project, 
head to www.jollyharvestproject.com, 
or to check out James’ fantasti c portf olio, 
visit www.mashdesign.com.au/

Excerpts courtesy of The Adverti ser ‘The Adelaide 
Magazine’, September 27 2013



PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 2013

In the 25th year of the College’s history 
we have conti nued our commitment to 
high expectati ons of all members of our 
community. Archbishop James Gleeson, 
our Patron, called us to be of service to 
others and we maintain our aspirati ons 
to live out the key values and indicators 
of the Gleeson 10. 

This year our staff  has conti nued to 
have a clear and dedicated focus on 
improving student outcomes through 
their Professional Learning Teams and the 
Moderati on Day analysis of assessment 
data. The engagement of staff  in these 
Professional Learning processes has 
brought about a greater evidence base 
upon which to improve student academic 
outcomes. It has also been designed 
to improve the quality teaching at the 
College through teachers sharing their 
best practi ce and learning from one 
another. 

2013 has seen further development of the 
spiritual and religious aspects of Gleeson 
College. This year we have conti nued 
our school based Sacramental Program, 
Class Masses, Community Service and 
Retreats. The College has also conti nued 
to strengthen the links with the St David’s 
Parish and we have been fortunate to have 
Fr George, Fr James and Monsignor John 
Swann to celebrate whole school, staff  
and class Masses with us. Next year Fr 
George will be working in a Sydney Parish 
and on behalf of the Gleeson College 
community I would like to thank him for 
his six years of wonderful support for the 
College. May God conti nue to bless you 
and keep you well Father George.

Performing Arts at Gleeson College 
has enjoyed great success and has 
added much to school spirit this year 

through the wonderful producti on of 
the ‘Gleeson Gatsby’ Cabaret and Arts 
Evening. Congratulati ons to all of the 
staff  and students involved in Arts events 
throughout the year and I know that all 
are looking forward to the big Musical 
Producti on in 2014.

Our Curriculum Extension Acti viti es 
have involved the students in a number 
of events in 2013. In parti cular, we have 
fared extremely well again in HPV (Pedal 
Prix) and the State Knockout Soccer, 
Basketball, Netball Competi ti ons and won 
some State Titles. I thank all the students, 
staff  and parents who have parti cipated 
in Tennis, Cricket, Badminton, Football, 
Hockey and many other sporti ng pursuits 
throughout the year. 

In 2013, our Social Justi ce Community 
Support groups were very acti ve. The 
groups held a Winter SleepOut, organised 
Relay for Life fundraisers and collected 
Christmas Hampers for St Vincent de Paul 
Society. In additi on, our community has 
donated hundreds of soup cans for Fred’s 
Van. Gleeson College also raised over 
$20,000 for chariti es through the various 
Gleeson Day social acti on events. Through 
these social justi ce acti ons we conti nue 
to carry out Archbishop Gleeson’s vision 
by working together in support of the 
poor in our local and global community.

Thank you to members of the Gleeson 
College Board for all the work they have 
done to support our College in 2013. I 
would also like to pay tribute to John 
Garvey, our Board Chairperson. His 
leadership has been much appreciated by 
all Board Members this year. 

I would like to express my sincere thanks 
to the Parents & Friends Committ ee 
of Gleeson College, especially to those 
reti ring this year aft er many years of 
selfl ess giving of their ti me. The P&F 
support numerous College functi ons with 
their welcoming hospitality and I thank 
Mr Tim James for his leadership over the 
last three years. 

I would like to thank the members of the 
Leadership Team for their committ ed 
and highly professional work throughout 
2013. My sincere thanks to the House 
Coordinators, Key Learning Area 

Coordinators and all the fantasti c and 
hard-working Teaching and ESO staff  
for their dedicati on, professionalism 
and unti ring work for our students and 
families. 

To our staff  who have left  us or will be 
leaving us at the end of this year, we send 
our best wishes for their future pathways 
and professional journeys. The staff  
include: Mrs Jill Conole, Mr Heath Younie, 
Ms Kathleen Meyers, Ms Jessica Gillard, 
Ms Kimberly Di Benedett o, Ms Karoline 
Tomczyk, Ms Angelica Barrientos, Mr 
Daniel Coscia, Mr Yanni Papadopoulos. I 
thank all of them for their dedicated work 
and their commitment to the College. We 
also wish Mrs Satoko Tomimori & Mrs 
Nancy Mastrogiacomo all the best for 
their maternity leave in 2014.

Thank you to our parents and families for 
your conti nuing educati onal partnership 
with Gleeson College. I fully appreciate 
the sacrifi ces you make to give your 
children a quality Catholic Educati on 
and I thank you for the many ways you 
support the staff  and the community of 
Gleeson College.

To the students of Gleeson College, I 
say congratulati ons for all that you have 
achieved this year in every aspect of your 
educati on and thank you for everything 
you have done to be an acti ve and positi ve 
parti cipant in our College community in 
2013.

On a personal note, I would like to thank 
the past and present students, staff  and 
families for the wonderful 10 years I have 
enjoyed at Gleeson College. I have been 
extremely blessed to work as a Principal 
in a very caring, supporti ve, innovati ve 
and high performing College. I have 
also had the good fortune to work with 
the Principals and Leadership Teams of 
Pedare College and GGHS. Students on 
this unique Campus are provided with so 
many benefi ts! It is with a great deal of 
sadness that I say farewell to the College 
community but I will also smile with 
immense pride for all that we have been 
able to achieve together over the last 
10 years. Gleeson College and its great 
community will always hold a very special 
place in my heart.



PRINCIPAL’S ADDRESS 2013
For the future I pray that Gleeson College 
will conti nue to fulfi l its mission as a place 
of quality learning for the contemporary 
world. I pray also that it will conti nue 
to be a community which promotes the 
Catholic teachings and the life Jesus 
called us to follow. 

During the Advent Season of the Church, 
let us conti nue to be the message of 
Jesus the true meaning of Christmas and 
be people of hope, peace, joy and love to 
one another.  

In conclusion, I would like to wish 
all members of the Gleeson College 
community and their families a Happy 
and Holy Christmas and every Blessing 
for the remainder 2013. May God keep us 
all in the palm of his hand throughout our 
future lives.

Mr Phil Lewis,
Principal

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the staff , students 
and parents who have wished 

me well for my new appointment 
at Nazareth College. I have truly 

been blessed to serve the Gleeson 
College community for the last 

ten years. It has been genuinely 
inspiring to be a part of such 

a highly regarded College and 
Catholic community. Gleeson 
College has an outstanding 

reputati on as a place of quality 
service to its families, quality 
teaching, quality learning and 
genuine care for students. The 
dedicated and committ ed staff , 

along with the wonderful students 
makes Gleeson College a joy to be 

a part of and will always hold a 
special place in my heart.

Phil Lewis



OLYMPIC OPENING CEREMONY SPECIAL EXPERIENCE FOR RENEE
Gleeson Old Scholar Renee Sharkey 
(1999) experienced the opportunity of 
a lifeti me when she performed at the 
London Olympics Opening Ceremony in 
July 2012.

Renee, along with two other South 
Australian women, dressed and 
performed as 1940s nurses in a three-
minute segment ti tled ‘Swing Out 
Sisters’ at the ceremony.  The item was 
to celebrate the UK’s Nati onal Health 
Service and Briti sh Children’s literature.

Renee, also a former Student Teacher 
at Gleeson, lived in London from 2005-
2012 before returning to Adelaide to get 
married in August last year.

Above Left : Gleeson Old Scholar Renee Sharkey (1999) at centre dressed ready for the ‘Swing Out 
Sisters’ performance at the ceremony.  Above Right: Renee (far right) with the symbolic Olympic rings.

We congratulate Renee on both her performance at the Olympic Opening Ceremony 
and her marriage in 2012.

What are they doing now?
Jordan Elsey (2011)
Adelaide United FC, Contract Player
Congratulati ons to Jordan Elsey who won a two-year contract to play for the Adelaide United Football Club, 
which commenced in May this year.  He earned the senior berth aft er excepti onal performances throughout 
his 2012 season for the Reds Nati onal Youth League side (Baby Reds), where he was named Most Valuable 
Player and wore the captain’s armband - evidence the club hold’s him in high regard.   He played his debut 
Hyundai A League game in the Reds 2-2 draw against Melbourne Victory in Round 2 on Friday 18 October, 
coming on in the 69th minute.  His second appearance came in Round 6 against Perth Glory (1-1 draw) on Saturday 16 November, 
where he came on late in the game. We congratulate Jordan on this outstanding achievement and wish him all the best in his 
future footballing career.   (Photo courtesy of Football Australia)

Kyla Ellis (2006)
Fashion Designer & Owner of Pop Up Shop ‘Apple and Eve’ and online store
Talented young business-woman Kyla Ellis is making a name for herself in the fashion industry, opening 
her own pop up shop ‘Apple and Eve’ at Westf ield West Lakes, along with an online store, which both 
off er on-trend garments from iconic brands such as sass&bide and Cameo for hire at an aff ordable cost.  
Kyla started the hire service to make designer fashion more accessible to women and charges clients 
about 30 per cent of the recommended retail price for three day’s hire of garments. 

Well done Kyla on this fabulous venture and all the best in the future.  To check out the fashion off erings 
of ‘Apple and Eve’, head to www.appleandeve.com.au  (Photo courtesy of The Adverti ser)

Stefan D’Angelo (2011)
2013 Northpoint Toyota Employee of the Year
We congratulate Stefan D’Angelo on recently being named 2013 Northpoint Toyota ‘Employee 
of the Year’.

Stefan started as a new employee for Northpoint Toyota in 2012 at just 18 years of age and with 
no previous industry experience.  Eighteen months later, he has sold over 300 brand new Toyota 
vehicles for the company and achieved ‘Salesman of the Month’ numerous ti mes along the way.

240 Toyota employees att ended their annual Awards Night at the Griffi  ns Head Hotel last month, 
with Stefan taking out the coveted ‘Employee of the Year’ Award.

We congratulate Stefan on this outstanding achievement and wish him all the best in his 
future career.
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You are invited to a  end

Gleeson College’s
Annual Old Scholar Event:

THE TENT 2014
Tuesday 18 March 2014 (4-8pm)

Mary’s Garden, Gleeson Courtyard
We want to provide our Old Scholars the opportunity 
to catch up with each other at an informal event each 

year, hence ‘The Tent’was launched last year!

Come along and enjoy a relaxed atmosphere in
‘The Tent’ Old Scholars marquee with live music,

bistro sea  ng and delicious  nger food.  Yearbooks and 
past years photographs will also be on display and you 

can even take a tour/walk through the College!!

No RSVP or bookings necessary for this free Gleeson 
College Old Scholars annual event - just come along 

and enjoy yourself, catching up with friends and sta  !!

If you have any ques  ons, please contact
Rebecca Sinclair (Marke  ng & Community Rela  ons 
Coordinator) at Gleeson College on 8282 6600 or via 
email at: rebecca.sinclair@gleeson.catholic.edu.au

From 2013, the Old Scholars Globe Newsle  er will only 
be available online at: www.gleeson.sa.edu.au or via 
E-Mailout.  Update your email address TODAY!! Email 

Rebecca Sinclair to be added to our E-Mailout List.

WITH DEEPEST SYMPATHYWITH DEEPEST SYMPATHY
We off er our sincere sympathy to 

Abbie Connelly (2011) and Lachlan 
Connelly (2011) whose father Steve 

tragically passed away recently.

Our College Community will keep 
Abbie, Lachlan and the Connelly family 

in our prayers at this sad ti me.

REST IN PEACE

Gleeson College
Celebrati ng 25 Years

1989 - 2013



GLEESON OLD SCHOLAR CELEBRATIONS: Wedding Bells are Ringing!

Congratulati ons to Andrew Vett ese (2004) who married Vicky Kambouris in January 2012 at St Patrick’s Church, Adelaide.
We also send our best wishes and God’s blessings to the couple on the impending birth of their fi rst child this month.  Andrew’s 

siblings and Gleeson Old Scholars’, Mark (2007), Amy (2005) and Michael (2009) were in the gorgeous wedding party and are 
pictured above with Mum Lisa and Dad Dino.

Congratulati ons to Daniel Kelly (2004) 
who married Elizabeth Gregory in March 

2012 in the spectacular gardens of the 
Mt Osmond Golf Course.

The couple and their families enjoyed a 
beauti ful recepti on aft er the ceremony 

in the Golf Course Functi on Room 
before they jett ed off  to Hawaii for their 

honeymoon.

Daniel left  Gleeson College in Year 11 to 
study carpentry at TAFE SA and is now 
a self-employed carpenter.   We wish 

Daniel and Elizabeth all God’s blessings!

Congratulati ons to Rosanna Lionello 
(2005) on her recent marriage to Adam 

Samarzia at St Laurence’s Catholic 
Church, North Adelaide.

The couple, along with 200 family and 
friends, enjoyed a lovely recepti on at 
John Di Fede Recepti on Centre where 

Rosanna shared a special dance with her 
father Luigi and performed an Argenti ne 

tango with her new husband!  

We congratulate Rosanna and Adam on 
their marriage and wish them all God’s 

blessings in the future.

Congratulati ons to Hannah Girke (2004) 
on her recent marriage to Matt hew King 
at Rostrevor College Chapel, Woodforde.

Aft er the ceremony, the couple and 
bridal party released doves into the 

air - a symbol of peace, love and a new 
beginning.  Hannah’s maid of honour was 
fellow Gleeson Old Scholar Kati e Branigan 
(2004), with Alicia King (2004)and Kristi ne 
Boyce (2004) her bridesmaids. A beauti ful 
recepti on was held at the Sebel Playford 
before the couple left  for a honeymoon 
in the US.  We congratulate Hannah and 

Matt hew and wish them all God’s Blessings.



GLEESON OLD SCHOLAR CELEBRATIONS

Congratulati ons to Ben Harvy 
(2008) and Crystal Marshall 
(2006) on their marriage at 
St Peter’s Cathedral, North 

Adelaide, in February this year.

The couple celebrated with 
family and friends at a beauti ful 
recepti on aft er the ceremony, 
with Ben’s groomsmen fellow 
Gleeson Old Scholars’ Daniel 

Cassin (2008) and Paul Anderson 
(2008) - see photo above.

We congratulate Ben and Crystal 
on their marriage and wish them 
all God’s blessings in the future.

Congratulati ons to Tara Pfeifer (Nee Van Der Linden 
- 2008) and husband Matt hew on the recent birth of 

their second child - Harley James Pfeifer.

Harley’s safe arrival came on Tuesday 22 October with 
the healthy bub weighing in at 8lb 7oz. Both Mum and 

baby are doing well. First son Jayden, now 2, is very 
excited to be a big brother to Harley!! We wish the 

Pfeifer family all God’s blessings

It’s a Boy!

It’s a Girl!

Congratulati ons to Kate Morgante (Nee Fryer - 2004) 
and husband Peter on the recent birth of their fi rst 

child - Arabella Heather Morgante.

Beauti ful Arabella arrived safely on Saturday 27 July, 
weighing in at 7lb 10oz with both parents overjoyed 

with their new additi on to their family.  We congratulate 
Kate and Peter and wish them all God’s blessings.

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR YOUR NEWS!
Please send your Old Scholar news and photographs to 

Mrs Rebecca Sinclair (Marketi ng & Community Relati ons 
Coordinator) at: rebecca.sinclair@gleeson.catholic.edu.au

HELP REDUCE OUR CARBON FOOTPRINT!
Our Old Scholars Globe Issues are now only available 
online on via the Gleeson website at www.gleeson.
sa.edu.au and/or via your email registrati on to the

Globe E-Mailout List.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE OLD SCHOLARS GLOBE ISSUES VIA 
EMAIL PLEASE REGISTER BY EMAILLING YOUR DETAILS TO REBECCA 

SINCLAIR AT rebecca.sinclair@gleeson.catholic.edu.au

Ben Harvy (2008) &
Crystal Marshall (2006)



2013 YEAR 12 GRADUATION CELEBRATION: ‘Graduati on Speech’
This occasion being the last chance for 
myself and Ms Sala to address the class 
of 2013 is an extremely proud and a sad 
moment that throws up many mixed 
emoti ons of the ti me we have spent 
together as a Year 12 group this year and 
as a cohort over the enti re educati onal 
journey.

The year was 1995, and much would 
happen on the world stage characterised 
by life-affi  rming events such as an end to 
The Cold War. A United Nati ons coaliti on 
force led by the US was sent to the 
Persian Gulf, and aerial bombing of Iraq 
began. On a much brighter note Dolly 
the sheep is geneti cally cloned. The GPS 
or Global Positi oning System becomes 
fully operati onal. Geneti cally engineered 
crops are developed for commercial use. 
The Intel Computer Company develops it’s 
highly successfully the Penti um processor. 
The Java programming language is created 
and Microsoft  releases Windows 95.

Unfortunately in the streets of Los 
Angeles, riots occur aft er the police 
brutality case involving Rodney King. 
Great Britain hands sovereignty of Hong 
Kong to China. East Timor breaks away 
from Indonesian control and US President 
Bill Clinton at the ti me in embroiled in the 
Lewinsky scandal. Teen soapie Beverly 
Hills 90210 has its long run and Baywatch 
becomes the most watched show in 
history, I’m sure the Hoff  and Pamela 
Anderson had something to do about 
that!  MTV the reality television makes 
its formal debut and the great Nelson 
Mandela is elected president of South 
Africa whilst Germany becomes reunifi ed 
and the Soviet Union is dissolved. On 
the local front John Howard takes over 
as leader of the oppositi on party the 
Australian Liberal Party, Telecom changes 
its domesti c trading name to Telstra and 
a decision is made to privati ze QANTAS. 
On the sporti ng scene Deriemus wins the 
1995 Melbourne Cup, the Carlton FC wins 
the 99th VFL/AFL grand fi nal and the Port 
Adelaide Magpies conti nue their winning 
ways by taking out the 1995 SANFL 
premiership and sadly the Last Australian 
GP is run in the streets of Adelaide before 
heading to Melbourne.

Year 12’s there were some surprising and 

visionary developments on the world 
stage that took place during 1995, and 
this year is known as the Year of the Pig 
in the Chinese horoscope: Pig people are 
described as models of sincerity, purity, 
tolerance, and honor. They are careful 
and caring, obliging, chivalrous and have 
a real thirst for knowledge and of note 
have excellent memories; and fi nally to 
cap the Year of 1995 off , Toy Story was 
the #1 grossing movie while Gangsta’s 
Paradise by Coolio, was the best-selling 
single. So the year of 1995 was indeed 
a year of spirit and a year of miracles, 
104 of whom are sitti  ng here tonight and 
to whom moving, funny and heartf elt 
tributes have been paid by their House 
Coordinators this evening. The class of 
2013 you have reached a fundamental 
milestone in your short lives. Tonight 
signals the end of your secondary life. 
This is indeed an auspicious occasion, 
a rite of passage, one which might be 
characterized by contradictory feelings 
such as loss, confusion and sadness 
on the one hand and sheer jubilati on, 
exultati on and unmiti gated joy on the 
other. As you look back down the corridor 
of your memories, you might remember 
other milestones such as your fi rst day 
at school, receiving your school report 
cards, Gleeson retreats or even receiving 
your Year 12 jumper the list goes on. 

Life is a rich tapestry threaded and sti tched 
together by such events. Many etchings 
have been loaded into the slide show of 
your minds lately: your last school mass 
at St David’s Church, your last year level 

assembly at the DRMC, your last subject 
lesson or even your last examinati on in 
the study hall, and now your last offi  cial 
gathering as the graduati ng class of 
2013.

Some Year 12 cohorts really embed a 
piece of themselves into your heart. For 
me this is one such group. A group of 
truly talented amazing individuals who 
will succeed no matt er the obstacles 
life throws in front of them. On Year 12 
Retreat, the students set themselves 
the goals of engendering collegial 
spirit, promoti ng a sense of belonging 
and practi cing inclusivity as much as 
possible for their fi nal school year. There 
is no doubt that they have achieved 
these goals. I know I have really looked 
forwarded to coming to work every day. 
In an insti tuti on of about 700 staff  and 
students, where building works and 
educati onal changes have been common 
features of the backdrop of College life, 
harmony and tolerance must be valued 
and aspired to by all. Communal living is 
challenging and very rewarding. This is 
manifest in the camaraderie and genuine 
aff ecti on which the Year 12’s have for each 
other and for their College. Furthermore, 
sharing experiences such as mid year 
formal, their fi nal Gleeson Day and just 
being together day to day experiencing 
the hard grind of Year 12 coursework 
and assignments- all challenge personal 
prejudices and limits, they test tolerance 
and can create lasti ng bonds.

...Conti nued next page



2013 YEAR 12 GRADUATION CELEBRATION: ‘Graduati on Speech’
Conti nued from previous page...

Remember Year 12’s that you are the 
protagonist in your own architectural 
narrati ve. In auspicious rites of passage 
situati ons such as this, adults off er wisdom 
and advice, hoping that some will rub off  
or stored away for future reference. I too 
would beg your indulgence and ask you 
to consider the following senti ments and 
lessons which I fi nd valuable:

• that this wonderful life is no dress 
rehearsal, that every moment is 
precious.

• that you have the capacity to be the 
architect of your own life; use the 
tools of love, compassion, humility, 
respect and trust to shape your 
journey as the Gleeson 10 lends to 
you; don’t sett le for less than your 
integrity dictates. 

• try to be hopeful and opti misti c; be 
courageous and walk this wonderful 
planet; meet its people in a spirit 
of open mindedness and genuine 
curiosity; fear of the unknown breeds 
prejudice and superiority complexes.

• develop a sense of justi ce to yourself 
and to others: choose your batt les 
carefully and be true to yourself.

• admire heroes who will nourish your 
spirit.

An admired hero of mine and who I 
shared with previous graduati ng students 
is Nelson Mandela, who stated in his 
inaugural Presidenti al address:

Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate.

Our deepest fear is that we are 
powerful beyond measure.

It is our light not our darkness that most 
frightens us.

We ask ourselves who am I to be 
brilliant, gorgeous, talented and 

fabulous?
Actually, who are you not to be?

We were born to make manifest the 
glory of the divine that is within us.

It is not just in some of us: it is in 
everyone.

As we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give others permission 

to do the same. And as we are 
liberated from our fear, our Presence 

automati cally liberates others.

Mandela is right. We know he is. Don’t 
lead lives of quiet desperati on Year 12’s, 
don’t rack up a litany of regrets, live 
extraordinary lives and be grateful for it. 
Be that great generati on which asserts 
its imprint gently and unselfi shly on the 
planet.

Year 12’s, you have nourished us, 
challenged us, shocked us, inspired us, 
humbled us, indeed you have enriched 
our lives. Now, there are no boundaries 
or red tape or protocol obstructi ng your 
path from College life to adulthood: all 
offi  cial, insti tuti onal barriers have been 
removed. But beware: don’t trip! Take 
good care of yourselves. Those promising 
auguries have manifest themselves 
into the 104 magnifi cent young adults 
present here tonight, our graduati ng 

Class of 2013; the elements are smiling 
on you. We will never forget the class of 
2013. Thanks for the memories and on 
behalf of Gleeson College Community, I 
would like to wish you all a very safe and 
happy holiday period and an extra special 
Christmas - my prayers go out to you to 
keep you and your families safe and I wish 
you all the happiness for your futures and 
look forward to our conti nued associati on 
as Old Scholars in the years to come.

We congratulate our Class of 2013!

Good Evening and 
God Bless,

Mr Jeff  Sochacki,
Assistant Principal - 
Student Development



2013 YEAR 12 GRADUATION CELEBRATION

ATTENTION: OLD SCHOLARS OF GLEESON COLLEGE
Do you have children in pre-school or primary school?

Did you know Gleeson College will guarantee a placement for 
your child in Year 8, if you lodge an ‘Applicati on for Enrolment’ 

by the end of Year 5!

ENROL YOUR CHILD/REN TODAY!!
Phone 8282 6600 or visit our website at:

 www.gleeson.sa.edu.au/Enrolment to download a pdf version


