
 

  9TH INTERNATIONAL LASALLIAN PRAYER FOR PEACE 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God” 

[Matthew 5:9] 

       

Presence of God [Lighting of the candle] 

 

Creator God, You are in our midst, and we are called by Your name; 

therefore do not abandon us, Lord, our God. 

Glory and praise to You: Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Spirit most holy. 

 

Song 
Suggested: Harvest of Justice [Haas]; Prayer For Peace [Haas]; Prayer of Saint Francis; The Beatitudes [Kearney]; Blessed Are They [Haas]. 

 

Prayer   [Together] 

 

We pray to You, Lord God of Life and of those who hope! Listen to our prayer for the whole world, for 

peace among all peoples, for prosperity in all lands. We pray to You that evil may be overcome, and that all 

wars may end.  We pray to You especially for the members of our Lasallian Family who suffer from war, 

injustice and intolerance, and for the children and young people who are poor and neglected. 

Lord, give us Your peace!  Amen.  

 

Scripture [Matthew 5] 

 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him and he 
began to teach them. He said: 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 

against you because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.’ 

 
[Pause for reflection] 

 

 

 



Reflection [Pope Francis] 

 
“The word peace echoes several times throughout the Scriptures.  It is a powerful, 

prophetic word!  Peace is God’s dream, his plan for humanity, for history, for all 

creation.  And it is a plan which always meets opposition from men and from the evil 

one.  Even in our time, the desire for peace and the commitment to build peace 

collide against the reality of many armed conflicts presently affecting our world.  They 

are a kind of third world war being fought piecemeal and, in the context of global 

communications, we sense an atmosphere of war. 

 

Within this atmosphere of war, like a ray of sunshine piercing the clouds, resound the words of Jesus in the Gospel: 

“Blessed are the peacemakers” (Mt 5:9).  This appeal is always applicable, in every generation.  He does not say: 

“Blessed are the preachers of peace”, since all are capable of proclaiming peace, even in a hypocritical, or indeed 

duplicitous, manner.  No.  He says: “Blessed are the peacemakers”, that is, those who make peace.  Crafting peace is 

a skilled work:  it requires passion, patience, experience and tenacity.  Blessed are those who sow peace by their 

daily actions, their attitudes and acts of kindness, of fraternity, of dialogue, of mercy...  These, indeed, “shall be 

called children of God”, for God sows peace, always, everywhere; in the fullness of time, he sowed in the world his 

Son, that we might have peace!  Peacemaking is a work to be carried forward each day, step by step, without ever 

growing tired.” 
[Pause for reflection] 

      

Intercessions 

 

Response:  LORD, HELP US PUT OUR FAITH IN ACTION.  

 

For all church leaders, that they will continue to proclaim Christ’s love and compassion for the poor and 

lead the Church in its work for charity and justice in our world, let us pray to the Lord. (R) 

 

For all who labour against poverty in our country and throughout the world that we may follow Christ’s 

example of love and solidarity with the poor, let us pray to the Lord. (R) 

     

For all who hunger and thirst for justice, who repair the breach between persons who are poor and those 

who are economically advantaged in ways that are pleasing and give glory to God, let us pray to the Lord. 

(R) 

 

For ourselves, that we gain wisdom and courage to advocate for just laws, policies and practices in our 

country and world, and to act in solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need, let us pray to the Lord. (R) 

 

For our brothers and sisters who experience the impact of poverty every day in this country and 

throughout the world, that we may work together to create thriving and compassionate communities, let 

us pray to the Lord. (R) 

 

For ourselves, that as followers of St John Baptist de La Salle, we may grow in our commitment to respect 

the dignity of all human beings, particularly the poor and marginalised in our society, let us pray to the 

Lord. (R) 

 

For whom or what else shall we pray? Response: LORD, HELP US PUT OUR FAITH IN ACTION. 

 

 

 



 

Our Father 

 

Prayer  [Linda Jones] 

 

Compassionate and loving God, 

You created the world for us all to share, a world of beauty and plenty.  

Create in us a desire to live simply, so that our lives may reflect Your generosity.   

Creator God, You gave us responsibility for the earth, a world of riches and delight. 

Create in us a desire to live sustainably, 

so that those who follow after us may enjoy the fruits of Your creation. 

God of peace and justice, You give us the capacity to change, 

to bring about a world that mirrors Your wisdom.  

Create in us a desire to act in solidarity so that the pillars of injustice crumble, 

and those now crushed are set free.  

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Song 
Suggested: Harvest of Justice [Haas]; Prayer For Peace [Haas]; Prayer of Saint Francis; The Beatitudes [Kearney]; Blessed Are They [Haas]. 

 

Blessing 

 

May we continually live in God’s presence as we boldly proclaim the Gospel message. Amen. 

May we be filled with faith and zeal in all our endeavours. Amen.  

May the spirit of Jesus always be alive in our hearts. Amen. 

May God bless our coming and our going and all the works of our minds, hands and hearts. Amen 

 

St John Baptist de La Salle: PRAY FOR US.    Live Jesus in our hearts: FOREVER. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2015 International Lasallian Days for Peace (ILDP) is the 9
th

 year of this prayer campaign in our Lasallian world. This year, it began on 

September 21 (the United Nations’ sanctioned International Day of Peace) and runs through to October 21. ILDP is an initiative of the 

International Council of Young Lasallians (ICYL). Through this month-long observance, the ICYL encourages activities of reflection, community 

prayer, study and action. The ICYL will promote ILDP on social media, including Facebook and Twitter. You can get involved in the online effort 

using these hashtags: #ILDP2015 and #younglasallians 

 


