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My	friends,	we	weren't	always	this	scared.	We	used	to	be	better	than	
this.	I	remember	because	I	was	a	young	man	when	we	opened	our	arms	
and	hearts	to	tens	of	thousands	of	Vietnamese.		

Australians	were	poorer	then,	more	awkward,	less	well	travelled	as	a	
people.	And	yet,	we	took	pity	on	suffering	humans.	No	cages,	no	secret	
gulags.	We	had	these	people	in	our	homes	and	hostels	and	halls	and	
community	centres.		

They	became	our	neighbours,	our	schoolmates,	our	colleagues	at	work.	
I	was	proud	of	my	country,	then,	proud	of	the	man	who	made	it	
happen,	whose	greatness	shames	those	who've	followed	him	in	the	job.		

Those	were	the	days	when	a	leader	drew	the	people	up	and	asked	the	
best	of	them	and	despite	their	misgivings,	Australians	rose	to	the	
challenge.	

Tim	Winton	
   

   

Leviticus 19:33–34 
“When strangers sojourn with you in your land, you shall not 
do them wrong. You shall treat the strangers who sojourn with 
you as the beloved among you, and you shall love them as 
yourself, for you yourselves were strangers in the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

 

At	this	time,	many	churches,	
cathedrals	and	religious	groups	
in	Australia	are	offering	
sanctuary	to	traumatised	and	
abused	asylum	seekers	in	order	
to	prevent	their	return	to	Nauru.		

The	initiative	is	in	response	to	the	
high	court	decision,	which	means	
that	up	to	267	asylum	seekers,	
including	37	babies,	could	be	sent	
back	to	that	island,	where	a	large	
number	of	serious	sexual	assaults	
and	other	abuse	have	been	
reported.			

The	right	to	sanctuary,	while	not	
now	recognised	under	common	
law	in	Australia,	is	a	biblical	
concept	that	had	legal	basis	
during	the	middle	ages.	

Those	offering	sanctuary	believe	
that	Australia	has	the	moral	and	
human	responsibility	to	protect	
those	fleeing	torture	and	death,	
however	they	have	arrived	in	
Australia.		

They	hold	that	we	have	an	
obligation,	under	the	
International	Refugee	
Convention,	to	assist	people	
fleeing	persecution,	considering	it	
to	be	irrefutable	that	as	members	
of	the	human	family,	we	are	
called	to	care	for	our	brothers	
and	sisters,	particularly	those	
most	in	need.	
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“Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World” (Pope Francis) 
 

JANUARY 19, 2014 
 

“Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity. 
 

They are children, women and men who leave or who are forced to leave their homes for 
various reasons, who share a legitimate desire for knowing and having, but above all for 
being more. The sheer number of people migrating from one continent to another,          
or shifting places within their own countries and geographical areas, is striking. 
Contemporary movements of migration represent the largest movement of individuals, if 
not of peoples, in history. As the Church accompanies migrants and refugees on their 
journey, she seeks to understand the causes of migration, but she also works to overcome 
its negative effects, and to maximize its positive influence on the communities of origin, 
transit and destination.”  (Pope Francis: World Day of Migrants and Refugees) 
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The	High	Court’s	decision	to	
return	37	babies	and	their	
families	to	Nauru	may	be	legal	
because	of	the	new	laws,		but	
what	is	legal	is	not	necessarily	
moral.			

• It	can	never	be	moral	to	
detain	people	for	months	
and	years	without	hope	or	
future.			

• It	can	never	be	moral	to	
revoke	responsibility	for	
those	coming	to	Australia	for	
protection	by	shunting	them	
to	off-shore	islands	under	
the	rule	of	foreign	countries.	

• It	can	never	be	moral	to	
keep	babies,	children	and	
their	families	in	living	
conditions	which	threaten	
their	health	and	security.			

• It	can	never	be	moral	to	
violate	UN	requirements	for	
the	protection	of	asylum	
seekers,	the	care	of	children	
and	the	human	rights	of	all		

WE	USED	TO	BE	BETTER	
THAN	THIS.			

I	STILL	BELIEVE		

THAT	WE’RE	BETTER		

THAN	THIS.	

. 

MAJOR	CONCERNS	
	
UN	REPORT	
	
The	UN	report	released	in	early	
March	found	aspects	of	
Australia's	border	protection	
policies	have	breached	the	
International	Convention	Against	
Torture.	
	
THE	MOSS	REPORT	
	
The	Moss	Review	into	the	
allegations	relating	to	sexual	and	
physical	abuse	of	children	and	
adults	at	the	Offshore	Processing	
Centre	in	Nauru	revealed	a	
disturbing	lack	of	protection	for	
asylum	seekers	held	in	detention	
there	
	
HUMAN	RIGHTS	COMMISSION	
REPORT	
	
This	report,	entitled	The	
Forgotten	Children,	found	that	
immigration	detention	is	a	
“dangerous	place	for	children.”	
	
High	levels	of	self-harm	and	
abuse	involving	children	living	in	
immigration	detention	are	
adding	to	has	been	described	as	
a	"toxic	environment".		

Contact:	josephine.mitchell@sosj.org.au	
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‘We are impelled to stand in 
solidarity with people in need, 

those who are victims of all kinds 
of abuse under these laws, and to 
work alongside other community 
organisations in addressing this 

current reality.’   
Sr Monica Cavanagh rsj 

At	this	time,	you	are	urgently	
encouraged	to	join	your	voice	
with	those	of	the	churches	and	
other	religious	and	community	
leaders	and	to	raise	your	voice	to	
support	this	appeal.		

You	could	use	the	wording	of	the	
leaders,	or	use	your	own.	

	Write	to:	

1. Prime	Minister,	Malcolm	
Turnbull	
2. Minister	of	Immigration,	
Peter	Dutton,	
3. Leader	of	the	Opposition,	Bill	
Shorten		
4. Your	local	member	

Parliament	House	
Canberra,	ACT	2600		
	

Urge	the	Government	to	consider	
seriously	the	options	being	
proposed	by	community	and	
religious	leaders	for	the	safety	
and	protection	of	those	fleeing	to	
our	shore.	

	


