
Blessed Brother Arnold Rèche f.s.c. 

 
Jules-Nicolas Reche was a native of Landroff in 

French Lorraine. He was born on September 2nd, 

1838. The family lived in great poverty and at 

the age of ten he looked after livestock and 

worked on a farm to help support the family. 

Later he spent a few years as a wagon driver and 

then as a construction worker. He often spent 

night hours praying to St. Joseph, Patron Saint 

of workers to whom he had a great devotion. 

 

At the age of twenty three he was one of the 

oldest workers to join the adult education classes 

conducted by the De La Salle Brothers of that region. At a chance meeting with 

the Provincial of the Brothers, he was asked the simple question: “What are you 

doing with your life, young man?” He spent days pondering deeply this 

question and at the age of twenty four made an application to join the Brothers’ 

Novitiate. He was given the name of Br. Arnold, when he received the habit. 

 

After his religious formation, he was appointed to a boarding school in Rheims, 

the very city where St. De La Salle was born. Initially he found discipline in the 

classroom somewhat difficult to manage. A Brother passing by his classroom 

once remarked to some of Br. Arnold’s students: “It is not right to turn a Saint 

into a Martyr, which is what you are doing.” His former students wrote of him 

with affection and appreciation. He knew how to present his subject in a way 

that was very clear and practical. “Of all my teachers, Br. Arnold is the one for 

whom I still have the greatest affection”. It is clear that he worked hard to 

overcome his difficulties in the classroom. 

 

With the little time available to him he advanced his own education by studying 

chemistry and botany, and specializing in agriculture. He went on to become a 

teacher of high quality, especially in agriculture. His farming background also 

served him well, and he eventually became Head of the Agricultural 

Department and produced a class text book “On Agriculture” His lessons in 

Religious Education were taught with the utmost care and unction. What the 

students did not know, at the time, was that his lessons were matured by deep 

reading, pondered over in daily meditation and brought to life in prayer. To 

follow-up on his lessons in Religious Education for his students, he composed a 

booklet “On the Art of Living”.  

 

 



 

He was perfectly happy in his teaching, but for the outbreak of the Franco-

Prussian War in 1870. The war was bitter in its loss of life and casualties. His 

school was turned into a military hospital and like many other Brothers of his 

time, he became involved in the nursing and care of the wounded. Because of 

the care of the wounded that Br. Arnold offered he contracted typhoid fever and 

other illnesses. Once the War was over, the Mayor of Rheims awarded to Br. 

Arnold and to two other Brothers the Bronze Cross of the International Society 

of relief to the wounded. 

 

One of Br. Arnold’s great achievements was to build up a remarkable centre of 

spiritual formation in the Novitiate at Thillois. As Novice Master he did great 

work in the formation of the Novices. He demonstrated to the young novices that 

the short cut to Jesus was through His Mother Mary and his great love for St. 

Joseph was paramount. 

 

After ceasing to be Novice Master he was given charge of the elderly and 

retired Brothers until his death on October 23rd, 1890, aged fifty two. He was 

beatified on November 1st , 1987. His Feast Day is on October 23rd. 

 
                                                                           John Cleary f.s.c. 
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