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There is a Japanese fairy tale entitled ‘My Lord Bag of Rice’. This story is about how 

a Japanese warrior was able to acquire, among many other treasures, a bag of rice that was 

never exhausted. You see, in Asia, where I come from, rice and not bread is what people eat 

every day. This magical sack therefore was a blessing not only to the warrior but to his entire 

village as well. 

The story states that the warrior set out wandering looking for adventure. He had no set 

agenda except to look for some excitement in his life. He had not travelled far when he 

encountered a monstrous sleeping dragon blocking his way. He was terrified and most probably 

regretted setting out to find excitement in his life. He has, however, committed to this journey 

and so he does the brave and smart thing: He tried to proceed to climb over the dragon gingerly 

to continue on his way without waking up the dragon. You see in Asia, we value good sense 

mindless bravado… we tend to live longer that way.  

The warrior succeeded in climbing over the dragon without waking it and proceeded to 

go on his way. Just a few steps later, he hears someone calling out to him. He turns around and 

was amazed that the dragon was gone, and in its place was an old man who claims to be the 

king of the ocean. The king explained that he was looking for someone as brave and as wise as 

the shogun. To cut the long story short, the shogun agreed to help out the king and was rewarded 

with the treasures beyond all he could imagine. Treasures that were never used up. 

I would like to highlight three things about compassion as portrayed in this story: first, 

compassion may look scary or intimidating, second, the invitation to be compassionate comes 

in unexpected times and places, and finally, deciding to be compassionate leads us to 

adventures and rewards.  

First: That it is scary to be compassionate. Oftentimes, we are confronted by huge 

problems which look impossible. Bystanders would immediately tell us that we cannot possibly 

make a difference. We know the stories of people who were persecuted because they wanted 

the world to be a better place. Jesus was abandoned by friends and crucified. John Baptist de 

La Salle was alienated from friends, family and his Brothers. Perhaps you too have tried to be 

kind only to have your motives questioned and your actions criticised. My dear little brothers 



and sisters, do your best to be compassionate anyway. Give of what you have no matter how 

small or insignificant it may be in your eyes. 

The invitation comes unexpectedly. De La Salle was drawn slowly into the work of 

training teachers to teach the children of the poor almost by accident. He had other plans for 

his life. His life however was disrupted because of an encounter with Adrian Nyel who was 

able to convince him that the project of providing education was worthwhile. You will be no 

exception. Each day that passes will have people and situations that will invite you to show 

compassion. Often, all that will be asked of you would be a simple act of kindness. A time will 

come though when more will be asked of you. Keep your eyes and hearts open. Do not be 

afraid to say yes.  

Can you imagine what our world would be like if Harry Potter opted to miss out on 

Hogwarts, or Luke Skywalker chose to just hide in Tatooine, or perhaps if Frodo refused to 

leave the Shire? What if Rey chose to remain a scavenger in Jakku or if Katniss allowed herself 

to be overcome by fear instead of volunteering to replace her sister. If such were the case, then 

we would have had very boring stories. If these characters had said no, we would have ended 

up somehow poorer, and our worlds a little bit greyer. Your lives have greater potential than 

the fictional characters I have mentioned. Each of you have the potential to make the world a 

better place.  

I end my visit to St Michael’s College today. I do promise to be back. When we meet 

again, I hope we can share our stories on a more personal setting. But let me end by stating that 

no matter how boring or plain you see your life, you have within you the potential to change 

the lives of others; to make a world that is kinder, more loving and understanding. Be brave 

and say yes to the invitation to be compassionate. Rest assured, if you say yes, you will discover 

that your own ‘bag of rice’ will never be empty and life will always be full.  

 


