
"Touching Hearts"
the icing,

or the cake?

a program for Lasallian educators in all areas

‘To touch hearts’ is an expression De La Salle uses some 25 times in his writings. 
Many 21st century educators find it an attractive way of seeing their work.

It is therefore worth looking at closely. When we do that, we see that in itself ‘to 
touch someone’s heart’ is neither good nor bad in itself. It depends!

To understand what De La Salle really meant by touching a person’s heart is to 
realise that the hearts of young people, and our own, can be ‘touched’ in many 
ways, including by social and other media. It is not always positive, as he himself 
observes in just one of the 25 instances.

The real meaning of the expression also depends on De La Salle’s understanding 
of ‘heart’, which covers more ground than it does in our modern sense. And 
educationally, his understanding is much more significant.

We will explore together De La Salle’s frequent use of ‘touching hearts’, and what 
he meant by it.

More importantly we will shift the expression into the 21st century contexts of 
the young people we care for, and ask ourselves what this really means for our 
work with them.

The	Hermitage,	Mi.agong
Sunday	26	(4:30	pm)	to	Tuesday	28	March	(aAer	lunch)

For further details, please see over.



Presenters
Ms	Amanda	Proulx
Br	Gerard	Rummery
Br	John	Cantwell

Outline
Sunday	26	March
4:30	pm	 Registra@on
5:30	 	 Drinks,	welcome
6:00	 	 Dinner

Monday	27	March
9:00	am	 Prayer,	introduc@ons
9:30	 	 Session	1
10:30	 	 Morning	Tea
11:00	 	 Session	2
12:30	 	 Lunch
1:30	 	 Free	Hme
3:30	 	 Session	3
4:30	 	 What	we've	discovered
5:00	 	 Conclude	Monday
5:30	 	 Drinks	
6:00	 	 Dinner

Tuesday	28	March
9:00	am	 Prayer,	introduc@ons
9:30	 	 Session	4
10:30	 	 Morning	Tea
11:00	 	 Session	5
12:30	 	 Lunch
2:00	 	 Session	6
3:00	 	 Evalua@ons	and	conclusion
3:30	 	 Departure

The	working	sessions	will	be	interac@ve,	
with	some	input	and	resources.	The	
emphasis	will	be	on	determining	the	
implica@ons	of	what	John	Bap@st	de	La	
Salle	meant	by	"touching	hearts"	for	
ourselves	as	21st	century	educators	.

The	Hermitage,	run	by	the	Marist	Brothers,	is	at	MiUagong,	an	easy	drive	of	about	an	
hour	and	a	half,	south	of	Sydney,	down	the	M5/M31.	It	is	in	a	very	peaceful	rural	
seXng,	with	comfortable	ensuite	rooms	and	excellent	conference	facili@es.	
Par@cipants	in	our	November	program	last	year	were	delighted	with	the	venue,	
including	the	food!	Detailed	direc@ons	will	be	provided	for	par@cipants.

Old	South	Road	(PO	Box	303)
MiUagong	NSW	2575
AUSTRALIA

Intending	parHcipants

Please,	as	soon	as	possible,	email	Br	John	Cantwell,	johncantwell@delasalle.org.au,	
providing:

• Name
• Email	address
• Role	in	school/workplace
• Any	dietary	needs

Deadline:	Monday	13	March,	2017	|	IndicaHve	cost:	$520	(invoiced	aAerwards)
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