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“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

ANZPPNG

Donald Trump fascinates me. 

Not just the hair, although that’s 
an amazing construct in itself. But 
more significantly, his enduring 
ascendancy in Republican polling 
as he humiliates, intimidates, and 
excoriates millions of American 
citizens with his banal blend of 
populist bombast and rhetoric. 
That so many people see merit in 
his vitriol says much about general 
disillusionment with leadership. 

David Brooks, the prominent 
journalist and no great fan of 
Barack Obama, writing last month 
in The New York Times, said he 
would miss Obama. He noted that 
many of Obama’s qualities have 

been in short supply during the 
current political debates and 
jockeying for party nominations. 
So at a time when the world needs 
better leadership, what are the 
characteristics which Brooks 
nominates as Obama’s strengths, 
and which we might ask are 
always appropriate for us as 
Lasallians? 

Well, basic integrity for one. 
Following the steady stream of 
scandals which plagued previous 
administrations, Obama’s team 
has been one which has 
demonstrated decency on almost 
all occasions. That’s not to say 
that his leadership has been 
flawless- broken promises about 
Guantanamo Bay come to mind, 
for instance. Nevertheless, despite 
shortcomings, Obama has 
employed and developed a team 
with the high personal and 
professional principles which have 
been his own hallmarks.  

Secondly, Obama’s leadership has 
been stamped with a basic humanity. 
Not for him the Trump railing 
against Muslims, Mexicans, 
immigrants, and female journalists 
who question him too closely, but a 
constant care and respect for the 
dignity of others. That Obamacare 
has provided millions of Americans 
with health care coverage will remain 
as one of his great achievements. 

Thirdly, sound decision-making, 
where collaborative and collegial 
processes have been the norm. 
While Obama has drawn criticism 
for his Middle East caution, 
thousands of American mums and 
dads who did not lose more sons 
and daughters as America tried 
vainly to sort out centuries-old 
disputes have been forever grateful.   

Brooks goes on to name Obama’s 
grace under pressure and his 
resilient sense of optimism as other 
fundamental qualities essential to 

Over 170 delegates from across the 
Asia-Pacific region are gathering in 
Perth this month for a major 
conference, aimed at showcasing 
the inspiring work of Lasallian 
educators from across our District 
and the Pacific Asia region.

The Superior General of the De La 
Salle Brothers, Robert Schieler will 
be a keynote speaker at the 
Lasallian Educators Conference 
being held between 17 and 19 
April at La Salle College in Middle 
Swan.

Auxiliary Visitor Br Shahzad Gill 
from Pakistan will deliver a 
presentation, speaking about the 
challenges and joys of operating 
Lasallian schools and other works 
within a Muslim society.

The Principal of La Salle Technical 
College in Hohola, Br Antony 
Swamy will speak about Lasallian 
works in Papua New Guinea, 
while the Lasallian Facilitator at 
De La Salle College, Mangere in 

Strong global interest in Lasallian Educators Conference
Auckland, Kane Raukura will 
speak about the spirituality of St 
John Baptist De La Salle.

The conference will also showcase 
the inspiring work being 
undertaken in Lasallian works 
including the Lasallian Foundation 
and yourtown.

The Chief Executive Officer of the 
Lasallian Foundation, Miranda 
Chow will deliver a presentation 
on the Lasallian vocation: a sign of 
hope for the poor and yourtown 
staff member John Dagleish will 
share his insights into the 
challenges young people face in 
the transition from school to the 
workforce.

The conference has attracted 
strong interest from beyond our 
District with educators from Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and the 
Philippines among those travelling 
to Perth for the event.

The Principal of La Salle College 
Kowloon in Hong Kong, Br Steve 
Hogan will speak about the 
challenges ahead for Lasallian 
education over coming decades, 
joining a number of Lasallian 
principals from around Australia 
who will share insights into their 
work in schools.

The Lasallian Educators 
Conference coincides with 
Superior General Br Robert 
Schieler’s visit to our District from 
Monday 18 April to 1 May.

Br Robert will be visiting Brothers’ 
communities, Lasallian schools 
and works in Perth, Adelaide, 
Melbourne, Sydney and Port 
Moresby.

Lasallians are eagerly awaiting Br 
Robert’s visit and he will be joined 
by the Pacific Asia Regional 
Councillor, Br Ricky Laguda who 
received a warm welcome on a 
visit to Australia late last year.

quality leadership. Leaders 
without self-control and who 
regularly peddle pessimism are 
really not leaders at all, but rather 
managers and invariably not very 
good even at that.

Finally, Brooks notes: “Obama 
radiates an ethos of integrity, 
humanity, good manners and 
elegance that I’m beginning to miss, 
and that I suspect we will all miss a 
bit, regardless of who replaces him”.     

As Lasallians, like Obama, that’s 
not a bad list of attributes for us 
to live by, since we too are bearers 
of hope, the carriers of possibility, 
or as Brother Jeffrey Calligan 
would have it: “…we are the 
mid-wives of the future”.  

Live Jesus in our Hearts.

Merv McCormack
Executive Director,
Lasallian Mission Council   



La Salle College Bankstown staff 
member Margaret Croucher has 
received a Parliament of NSW 
Award in recognition of her 
volunteer work over recent 
decades in helping to set up a state 
professional association for science 
education technicians in NSW.

Margaret has an inspiring passion 
for science education, having 
worked as a lab technician across 
seven different schools since 1988.

This includes 16 years in Catholic 
schools in western Sydney, 
including ten years at La Salle 
Bankstown and earlier stints at St 
Patrick’s College Strathfield and 
Good Samaritan College in 
Hinchinbrook.

Over the past 14 years, Margaret 
has worked alongside fellow lab 
technicians in schools to set up 

La Salle College Bankstown staff member receives NSW Award

A c T I O N  I N  S c H O O L S  A U S T R A L I A

Youth ministers have joined with 
college leaders and alumni to form 
an innovative new homework club 
to assist refugee students at St 
Michael’s College in Adelaide.

The club was launched in March 
and runs in the school lunch hour, 
four times each week, with the 
support of teacher Mrs Jill Thorn.

It has helped provide invaluable help 
and support for recently arrived 
refugee students in junior secondary 
classes from Burma, Liberia, Sudan, 
Afghanistan and Iraq.

New Homework Club for refugee students 
at St Michael’s College

Academic Clubs prospering at Middle Swan
As part of its pastoral care program 
for senior students, La Salle College 
at Middle Swan in Perth has been 
running a highly effective after-
school study program over the past 
seven years which has grown to 
cater for over 250 students.

The Prometheus and Daedalus 
study clubs started as invitation-
only groups for top achieving Years 
10-12 students in 2009, but they 
have proven to be so popular that 
all senior students are now able to 
take part in them.

Principal Wayne Bull started the 
clubs in the library and senior 
learning centre to provide a safe 
place where students could study 

St Michael’s College youth 
ministers, Nadia Loprete and Calia 
Sandona have been playing a 
major part in the program, 
successfully encouraging senior 
school leaders and members of the 
college alumni group, SALT, to get 
involved.

“It’s been a really rewarding 
experience that’s definitely helped 
to foster a greater sense of 
community as the college leaders 
and graduates act as older brothers 
and sisters to the refugee 
students”, Nadia explains.

“It has also helped graduate 
students who are pursuing careers 
in teaching to gain some practical 
experience as well”.

St Michael’s College maintains 
strong connections to its graduates 

through the South Australian 
Lasallian Team (SALT) with many 
members of this group 
contributing to Young Lasallian 
leadership programs and acting as 
volunteers on retreat days.

collaboratively in an environment 
away from the distractions of home.

Experienced teachers work 
alongside high-achieving graduates 
from La Salle College to provide 
additional support and 
encouragement to the students, 
including resources such as past 
exam papers and revision books.

“We have around six former 
students taking part as tutors in the 
clubs”, explains Academic 
Excellence Coordinator at La Salle 
College, Marie Noble.

“One of the tutors is currently 
completing his Masters degree and 
he has started a dedicated 
Facebook page, allowing students 

to share study notes and share 
advice and study tips”.

Mrs Noble says the study clubs are 
run in three hour sessions, up to 
four times per week.

She says the clubs have drawn 
heavily upon the Lasallian 
tradition of former students acting 
as Big Brother/Big Sister role 
models and mentors to the current 
Year 12 group.

“It really helps the students in their 
final school year to be able to meet 
recent graduates from the school 
who have performed well and have 
gone on to university studies in 
areas like medicine and 
engineering”, Mrs Noble said.

“Some of the tutors are also 
undertaking degrees in education 

ASETNSW Inc, a professional 
association to support colleagues 
from all education sectors.

“I’ve seen through the years how 
lab technicians make a big 
difference in the classroom, but 
unfortunately they don’t tend to 
receive anywhere near the same 
praise or recognition as science 
teachers do”, Margaret explains.

“So it’s great to see the work we’ve 
been doing through our committee 
finally recognised through an 
award like this”.

NSW Chief Scientist Professor 
Mary O’Kane AC, patron of 
ASETNSW was present at the 
award ceremony when Margaret 
and the 2014/15 ASET NSW 
committee, received a certificate 
from Canterbury state MP Linda 
Burney.

Margaret says it is critical now more 
than ever to encourage students to 
pursue careers in science.

“Unfortunately we’ve got a real 
shortage of qualified science 
teachers and so we need to work 
harder to ensure the science 
curriculum is interesting and 
engaging, so that male and female 
students can be encouraged to take 
science subjects in their senior 
secondary years and through to 
the tertiary level as well”, she says.

As La Salle College Bankstown 
moves towards being a fully 
coeducational school, Margaret 
says she is particularly looking 
forward to encouraging more girls 
to consider careers in science and 
engineering where they have 
tended to be greatly outnumbered 
by boys.

“The girls need strong mentors in 
science and I hope I can play some 
role in that at the school”, she adds.

and this helps encourage the high 
performing students to consider 
careers in teaching too which is 
another advantage of the 
program”, she adds.
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A c T I O N  I N  S c H O O L S  N E W  Z E A L A N D

The Principal of John Paul College 
Rotorua Patrick Walsh says students 
and teachers are likely to benefit 
greatly through a new program aimed 
at sharing resources and expertise 
across New Zealand schools.

Mr Walsh has been appointed a 
Project Leader under the New 
Zealand Government’s Community 
of Schools program for the next 
two years.

Under the program, John Paul 
College is working with nine other 
Catholic schools across the Diocese 
of Hamilton on a set of shared 
objectives across teaching and 
learning and professional 
development.

“In the past, schools have tended to 
work somewhat in silos because they 
have been so focused on competing 
against each other for student 
enrolments and this program helps 
to break those barriers down”, Mr 
Walsh explains.

The program is part of the Key 
Government’s 360 million dollar 
“Investing in Educational Success 
Policy” which it announced in 2014.

It draws upon international 
experience in top performing 
countries such as Sweden and 
Singapore, showing that school 

John Paul College Rotorua leading closer collaboration 
between New Zealand schools

students achieve better results when 
there is closer collaboration between 
schools in the same geographic area.

The ten schools across the Hamilton 
Diocese have decided to work 
collaboratively to raise literacy and 
numeracy standards, provide better 
support to students with special 
needs and promote stronger science 
education in primary schools.

“The closer collaboration which is 
built into this model means that 
secondary science teachers, for 
example, can visit a primary school 
campus and help provide 
professional development on 
teaching basic science in primary 
schools”, Patrick Walsh explains.

“It can extend further back as well 
to the early childhood level with 
some of the primary teachers 
helping to prepare preschool 
students on basic literacy and 

numeracy to prepare them for 
entering infants school”.

Principals linked under the 
Community of Schools model are 
responsible for appointing four 
Action School Coordinators across 
their region who are held 
accountable for ensuring that set 
objectives are met.

Five teachers a John Paul College are 
among 22 lead teachers across the ten 
schools who are responsible for 
supporting staff in each school to meet 
the objectives set under the program.

“We’re confident that by sharing best 
practice across the various schools, 
student learning will be greatly 
enhanced and teachers will benefit 
greatly as well through stronger, long 
term professional development 
opportunities”, Mr Walsh said.

“So ultimately it’s a clear win for 
everyone involved”.

Across the Catholic Diocese of 
Auckland, Monsignor Brian Arahill is 
widely known and respected for the 
great contribution he has made to 
parish life over nearly six decades.

During his 25 years as parish priest at 
St Michael’s in Remuera, Monsignor 
Brian earned widespread praise and 
affection for his strong pastoral 
approach to his ministry and for his 
outreach to the marginalised, 
including those affected by addiction.

He also spent 18 years as 
Administrator at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Auckland where he 
worked as Director of Liturgy and 
as a Member of the Diocesan 
Vocations Team.

Monsignor Brian has felt a strong 
affinity with the De La Salle Brothers 
over many decades which began when 
he was asked to fill in for the Bishop 
of Auckland at a confirmation mass at 
De La Salle College Mangere.

“I was later asked to come over to the 
Brothers’ community at Mangere and 
help lead retreats there and also 
retreats at another community at that 
stage at New Plymouth”, Monsignor 
Brian explains.

“I’ve always greatly admired the sense 
of unity that’s evident in the De La 
Salle Brothers and the way Brothers 
from Australia and Papua New 
Guinea are made to feel welcome here 
in New Zealand”.

Monsignor Brian was honoured to 
have been made an Affiliate of the 
Institute of the Christian Schools in 
recognition of the high esteem he is 
held in by the De La Salle Brothers and 
Lasallian partners in New Zealand.

He retired from active ministry last 
year and lives at a retirement home 
for priests in Auckland, St Jean 
Vianney House.

The Auckland priest has drawn on the 
example of St La Salle through his 
work with Alcoholics Anonymous 
since the 1960s, offering support to 
generations of New Zealanders 
affected by alcohol addiction.

Affiliate of the 
Institute: Monsignor 
Brian Arahill

After spending the past 35 years in 
Catholic education in New 
Zealand, the Principal of Francis 
Douglas Memorial College in New 
Plymouth, Martin Chamberlain has 
gained some remarkable insights 
from working across schools 
covering seven different charisms.

But perhaps his greatest challenge 
was taking on the Principal position 
at Francis Douglas College in 2009, 
making history as the first non 

Brother to lead the school since it 
was established in 1959.

It was Martin’s second stint as a 
Principal having spent seven and a 
half years leading St Peter’s 
College- a coeducational Catholic 
school at Gore on the South Island.

The De La Salle Brothers have had 
strong connections to Francis 
Douglas Memorial College which 
has around 120 boarders across a 
student population of 760.

While there are no Brothers on the 
school staff today, Martin 
Chamberlain has worked hard to 
keep the Lasallian charism alive.

The former science coordinator 
took a sabbatical of nearly three 
months in 2011 in which he 
undertook studies at the Buttimer 
Institute of Lasallian Studies in 
California and visited fellow 
Lasallian schools in the United 
States and Hong Kong.

“I quickly realised how much St 
John Baptist De La Salle’s 
educational philosophies had 

shaped the other charisms I’d come 
under the influence of through other 
schools, including the Christian 
Brothers”, Martin explains.

“My sabbatical experience was a 
great gift which left me more 
refreshed after ten years as a 
principal and also made me very 
conscious of the strong commitment 
to pastoral care intrinsic to our 
Lasallian schools”.

Looking to the future, Martin sees 
great potential in implementing a 
twinning program across our 
District, allowing Lasallian schools 
in New Zealand to form twin school 
partnerships with fellow schools in 
Papua New Guinea and Pakistan.

“It’s a great way of putting 
Lasallian values into practice”, 
Martin explains.

“It captures well the Lasallian ethos 
which you see around the world 
whereby those who are more 
fortunate help out those who are less 
fortunate and share out the resources 
they have with their fellow brothers 
and sisters in greatest need”.

Dedicated Lasallian Principal: Martin Chamberlain
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NSW Labor MP Guy Zangari has 
had a lifelong passion for Catholic 
education which he largely attributes 
to his schooling at De La Salle Col-
lege Ashfield.

A graduate from the class of 1992, the 
Fairfield MP and opposition front-
bencher has many fond memories 
from his years at the all boys school, 
especially the great pastoral care and 
dedication shown by the teachers.

“There were mainly lay teachers there 
who really fostered that distinctive 
Lasallian spirituality of reaching out 
to the disadvantaged and being of 
service to others”, he explains.

“I had some great teachers in my years 
there who became lifelong mentors 
and friends- Michael Lewis, Bernie 
McGuckin and Joe Evans”.

Lasallian Alumni: Guy Zangari MP
“The school had so much to offer 
with a very rich and diverse curricu-
lum and it was here that I developed 
a real passion for Industrial Technol-
ogy and Religious Education”.

Guy felt so inspired by his teachers 
at De La Salle Ashfield that he de-
cided to pursue a teaching career and 
undertook a Bachelor of Education 
degree through the Australian Cath-
olic University.

After graduating, he taught at four 
Catholic schools in western Sydney- 
Parramatta Marist High at West-
mead, Patrician Brothers’ College at 
Fairfield, St Paul’s College at Grey-
stanes and Freeman Catholic College 
at Bonnyrigg Heights.

He drew heavily upon Lasallian val-
ues as a teacher, volunteering to help 
senior students and teachers reach 
out to the homeless through the St 
Vincent De Paul Vinnies Van in Pen-
rith and Parramatta.

Guy joined the Labor Party in his first 
year at university and felt inspired by 
the work of a number of other grad-
uates from Lasallian schools who 
went on to pursue successful political 
careers.

“I saw Paul Whelan who also went 
to De La Salle Ashfield go on to be-
come the NSW Police Minister and 
another Ashfield Old Boy, Michael 
Maher had gone into state and fed-
eral politics”, Guy explains.

“There is an intrinsic link in the La-
sallian charism to social justice, in-
spired by the Founder who after all, 
gave up a life of privilege to serve the 
disadvantaged by setting up schools 
for the poor”.

Despite a busy schedule managing 
work across seven different portfo-
lios on the Labor frontbench, Guy  
has continued as an active member 
of the St John the Baptist Parish Pas-
toral Council at Bonnyrigg for the 
past five years.

He sees himself very much as a La-
sallian and on a recent visit to Rome, 
Guy stayed at the Generalate and met 
with local De La Salle Brothers there.

“I also draw upon the inspiration of 
St John Baptist De La Salle in my 
work as MP for Fairfield where I’m 
often providing advice and support 
to refugees and asylum seekers as 
they settle into a new life in Austra-
lia”, Guy adds.

Lasallian Alumni: Professor Stephen Hunyor

As a young boarder at Oakhill College 
in the 1950s, Hungarian-born Stephen 
Hunyor had high hopes of one day 
studying medicine at the University of 
Sydney.

But he never dreamed of becoming 
Professor of Medicine at that same 
university and one of Australia’s most 
successful cardiologists.

“I was one of 65 boarders at Oakhill 
in the class of 1957”, Stephen explains.

“Even back then, we must have had 
one of the best science laboratories 
in the country and I quickly devel-
oped a great passion for physics and 
chemistry”.

“Oakhill College gave me the skills and 
the support I needed to pursue a Com-
monwealth scholarship to study med-
icine because I would never have been 
able to get into the course otherwise”.

Now a Senior Staff Cardiologist at 
Royal North Shore Hospital in Syd-

ney, Stephen has published over 170 
scientific articles and been invited to 
lecture in 13 countries, including 
stints at internationally prestigious 
universities such as Harvard.

“I was so fortunate to have had as a 
mentor at Oakhill, the first Austra-
lian-born De La Salle Brother, Benil-
dus De Moulin”, Stephen explains.

“He was a living saint with an in-
credible sense of empathy and service 
to others.”

“As a boarder, I remember well when 
I was recovering from an acute mid-
dle ear infection and Br Benildus sat 
beside me, praying the Rosary with 
me”, Stephen adds.

“My parents had spent time in a mi-
grant camp in Bathurst and we had 
experienced a lot of hardship, so the 
support I received from the De La 
Salle Brothers had a profound impact 
on my life at such a young age”.

Through an illustrious career in med-
icine, Stephen has worked across four 
major hospitals in Sydney- Concord, 
St Vincent’s, Prince Alfred and Royal 
North Shore.

He won international praise for his 
innovative work on pacemaker tech-
nology in the late 1980s and was 
invited to speak at universities across 
the United States, Europe, Asia and 
South America.

Over recent years, he has been turn-
ing his attention towards research 
in stem cell biology and how it could 
be applied to treat heart conditions.

Stephen urges current students in La-
sallian schools to aim high and con-
sider a career in medicine.

“The work is so rewarding and I’ve 
gained so much inspiration through 
the patients I’ve treated”, he says.

“Being able to give a heart attack 
patient a better quality of life or re-
ducing the blood pressure reading 
of a patient with diabetes, it’s so 
incredibly fulfilling”.

Stephen says while entry to medical 
degrees is far more competitive now 
than when he left Oakhill College, 
students may need to consider other 
pathways into medicine, especially 
through science degrees.

“Resilience is really important in 
medicine”, he explains.

“I had my first PhD rejected and had 
to go back again and eventually turned 
failure into success”.

“But ultimately, it’s the Lasallian values 
of empathy and compassion that have 
guided me throughout my career and 
that all stems back to my time as a 
young boarder at Oakhill”.

At the end of March, the De La 
Salle Brothers ended a long 
association with the Don Bosco 
Orphanage which has provided 
support to generations of 
disadvantaged young boys in the 
Pakistani city of Karachi.

Br Peter Abraham has worked at 
the orphanage over the past 
twelve years.

He has worked hard to put clear 
structures in place, employing 
staff and securing donors to 
ensure that the young people have 
the best of care and facilities.

But due to heightened security 
concerns in Karachi, Br Peter left 
the city at the end of March for a 
new posting in Khushpur.

The Don Bosco home has 
provided care and a decent 
education to not only orphans, 
but also boys from poor families 
who cannot financially support 
their children.

The strong education received by 
the boys at the home has helped 
some of them access a tertiary 
education in Pakistan.

Around one quarter of children at 
the home are orphans, over one 
third have lost one parent with a 
significant number of the children 
having drug addicted fathers.

The Lasallian Foundation 
Australia has been a major donor 
to the orphanage with a number 
of schools focusing their Mission 
Action Day fundraising on 
supporting the work there over 
recent years.

On a visit to Pakistan in March, 
Brother Visitor David Hawke 
met with the Archbishop of 
Karachi, the Most Reverend 
Joseph Coutts who wished to 
pass on his deep appreciation for 
the work of the De La Salle 
Brothers in Karachi.

Archbishop Coutts is the current 
President of the Pakistan 
Catholic Bishops Conference and 
he shares the De La Salle 
Brothers’ strong commitment to 
interfaith dialogue with the 
Muslim community in Pakistan.

End of an era for the 
De La Salle Brothers in 
Karachi
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De La Salle Brothers from the 
Philippines have joined with fellow 
Brothers from around our own 
District to mark an historic milestone 
in the history of the Lasallian 
Mission in Papua New Guinea.

This year marks the 70th 
anniversary of our District presence 
in PNG when four pioneer Brothers 
left Sydney to establish a community 
in Bomana, near Port Moresby.

70 years later, the Lasallian 
mission has expanded rapidly in 
PNG to cover a growing network 
of primary and secondary schools 
as well as teachers colleges. 

30 Brothers have joined in the 
celebrations from 8-10 March at 
the St Joseph Centre in Baulkham 
Hills including Brothers from PNG 
itself, from New Zealand and the 
Philippines.

Among them were some of the 
veterans of the Lasallian mission 

Marking 70 years of our District’s Mission in PNG
in the country, including 90 year 
old Br John Cleary. 

Born in Armidale in northern New 
South Wales, Br John has made an 
inspirational commitment to the 
De La Salle Brothers working 
across Australia, New Zealand, 
PNG and the Philippines.

It was in 1966 that he began a 
long association with PNG which 
included a stint as Principal of 
Sacred Heart Teachers College. 

“I was inspired by the people I met 
in PNG because they were hungry 
for God”, Br John explains.

“I started leading retreats and 
reflections for teachers there 
because I’d always believed that if 
you could help nurture the faith of 
teachers that would in turn benefit 
the students greatly as well”. 

In 1972, Br John left Kondiu in 
the PNG Highlands and worked in 
a number of teaching roles in 
schools and universities in the 
Philippines before returning to 
Bomana in PNG in the 1990s.

He then turned his attention to the 
training of new Brothers, working 
closely with another veteran of the 
Lasallian Mission in PNG, Br Paul 

Toohey who was Novice Master at 
the time. 

“While I enjoyed teaching in many 
different spheres, at heart I have 
always been very much a 
missionary”, Br John explains.

After group discussions and 
prayers facilitated by Br Phillip 
Elwin and Marist Brother Graham 
Neist, the Brothers came together 
for a Mass at the St Joseph’s 
Chapel, celebrated by Passionist 
priest, Fr Tom McDonaugh.

In a memorable homily, Fr Tom 
reflected upon the work of 
missionaries, who often have to 
bring the message of the Gospel to 
those in dire situations where 
misery meets mercy. 

He urged the Brothers to hold the 
sorrow of those they have 
ministered to in their hearts so 
that the mercy of God’s love can 
continue to reach needy 
communities in PNG.

The PNG Gathering has been a 
landmark opportunity to 
acknowledge Brothers past and 
present who have contributed to a 
remarkable mission in Australia’s 
closest neighbour.

Growing up in the village of 
Tambul in the remote Highlands 
region of Papua New Guinea, Br 
Thomas Yapo never dreamed that 
one day he would become a De La 
Salle Brother teaching at a large all 
boys’ school in Auckland.

“While I was born into a strong 
Catholic family, I didn’t go to a 
Lasallian school and only first 
heard about the Brothers through 
Br Phillip Elwin from Australia 
who I met while I was undertaking 
my teacher training in Port 
Moresby”, Br Thomas explains.

“I joined the De La Salle Brothers 
because I was personally touched 
by the life of the Founder St John 
Baptist De La Salle and 
particularly how he gave up all his 
possessions to devote his life to 
setting up schools for the poor”.

Br Thomas took his final vows in 
2005 and worked at La Salle 
Technical College for a number of 
years when it was known as the 
Hohola Youth Development Centre.

“I saw the centre thrive under the 
leadership of the De La Salle 
Brothers which led to a great 
expansion in the number of 
courses being offered across areas 

Around Mangere: Br Thomas Yapo
like hospitality, automotive 
mechanics and tourism”, he said.

“The Brothers have made an 
amazing contribution to the 
education system in PNG which 
stretches back well before the 
country gained its independence 
from Australia in the 1970s”.

Br Thomas left Hohola in 2014 
for a two year teaching stint at De 
La Salle College Mangere East in 
Auckland.

He concedes it took a little while 
to adjust to a new country with 
different customs and a different 
education system.

“But I soon felt at home at Mangere 
where a lot of the students come 
from close-knit Pacific Island 
families and I could easily relate to 
that, based on my own experiences 
in PNG”, Br Thomas adds.

The PNG-born Brother will be 
returning to Hohola in August 
where he is looking forward to 
joining in the celebrations to mark 
70 years of continuous Lasallian 
education in the country.

“It’s amazing to think how much 
the Lasallian family has grown in 
PNG since four Australian 

Brothers arrived at Bomana in 
1946”, he said.

“We now have a broad network of 
schools and teachers colleges, 
bringing together around four 
thousand Lasallians”.

Br Thomas believes the Lasallian 
family will continue to grow and 
prosper in future decades as long 
as there is an ongoing spirit of 
collaboration between the Brothers 
and the Lasallian partners.

“As Brothers, our numbers are 
very small, but the Lasallian 
partner numbers are very large, so 
it’s clear we can’t do the work on 
our own and we need to work 
together to continue growing the 
mission in PNG”, he said.

“So we need to draw upon the 
skills and talents of the Lasallian 
partners to ensure we keep 
nurturing and sustaining a vibrant 
Lasallian culture across Papua 
New Guinea.” 

We are God’s 
Masterpieces
Pope Francis reminds us that we ‘are 
masterpieces of God’s creation, and 
deserving of the utmost reverence 
and respect.’ (7/17/13). What does 
this mean in real concrete terms in 
our day to day living? 

On April 7 World Health 
Day presents us with just one 
opportunity to reflect on our 
attentiveness to affording our 
bodies the reverence and respect to 
which they are entitled. Diabetes 
is one of the biggest health 
challenges facing the health system 
in Australia with one in four adult 
Australians suffering from Diabetes 
or prediabetes. The World Health 
Organisation has three key messages 
related to Diabetes: 

In this brief article we shall think 
about awareness and prevention. 
Even as science probes the mysteries 
of the universe and we stand in awe 
before the wonder and majesty of 
creation, medical science is unveiling 
more and more about the complexity 
and wonder that is the human 
person. We may reflect for a moment 
on the words of the Psalmist: 

I will give thanks to you, for 
I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made. 
Wonderful are your works. 
and my soul knows it very well.
Ps 139: 13 – 14 

In our humanity we have been 
entrusted with our bodies, a wonder of 
engineering and a maze of interrelated 
complexities that we do not yet fully 
comprehend. As with all complex 
structures things can go wrong and 
even the simplest malfunction can 
throw our systems into chaos and 
upset the delicate balance that is part 
of the miracle of our being.

 (Cont’d on pg 7)
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The Lasallian Mission Council is 
grateful for the support shown by 
Catholic schools across Sydney 
that have donated classroom fur-
niture and books now bound for 
Lasallian primary schools in Papua 
New Guinea

The drive was triggered by a visit 
to PNG last year by Lasallian Mis-
sion Council Executive Director 
Merv McCormack and Auxiliary 
Visitor Br Chris Gorringe.

They were both amazed by the 
commitment and dedication of 
the primary school teachers who, 
despite a lack of resources such as 
books and furniture, continue to 
have an inspiring impact on the 
learning outcomes of children and 
make a difference in their lives.

Lasallian Mission Council Opera-
tions Manager Julie Alibrandi then 
developed the idea of a book and 
furniture drive and coordinated a 
highly effective campaign aimed di-
rectly at Catholic schools in Sydney.

During a working bee at La Salle 
Catholic College in Bankstown, 
senior students joined with Young 
Lasallians and staff from the Pro-

Sydney Lasallians rallying behind PNG schools
vincial Office to move truckloads of 
furniture and books into two ship-
ping containers, bound for PNG.

We estimate around eight class-
rooms of furniture and at least 
150 boxes of reading resources 
are now on their way to Sacred 
Heart Teachers College in Hohola 
to help fellow Lasallian schools in 
Papua New Guinea.

The resources were loaded onto a 
40 foot container on the campus 
at La Salle Catholic College in 
Bankstown.

There is also additional furniture 
that has been donated for use in 
staffrooms and offices in PNG and 
this has been loaded into a second 
20 foot container which will be 
sent to PNG primary schools over 
coming weeks.

We are extremely grateful for the 
support shown by a large number 
of Catholic primary and secondary 
schools across Sydney who have 
pitched in with generous donations 
for our PNG schools.

Special thanks to All Saints Col-
lege Liverpool and St Christopher’s 

Primary School in Panania which 
both contributed substantial do-
nations of classroom furniture for 
our project.

We are also most grateful to staff 
and students from St Michael’s 
School at Belfield, St Mark’s 
School in Drummoyne, St 
Therese’s School in Denistone, St 
Brigid’s School in Marrickville, 
All Hallows School at Five Dock, 
Villa Maria School in Hunters 
Hill, St Ambrose’s School in West 
Concord, Our Lady Queen of 
Peace School in Gladesville and St 
Therese’s School in Lakemba.

We would also like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks to La Salle College 
Bankstown Principal Michael 
Egan for kindly setting aside space 
at his school for the shipping con-
tainer and to warehouse additional 
donations that have come in over 
recent months.

The donations will greatly enhance 
the teaching and learning experi-
ence across a number of Lasallian 
schools and teachers colleges in 
Australia’s closest neighbour.

The award-winning counselling 
service Kids Helpline turns 25 this 
year and celebrations have begun 
to mark its amazing work, assist-
ing millions of children and young 
adults around Australia.

The yourtown service was started 
by Br Paul Smith from humble 
origins on 25 March 1991 and 
was confined to taking calls from 
within Queensland.

Kids Helpline celebrates its Silver Jubilee
when the internet didn’t exist and 
all the counselling had to be con-
ducted over the phone”, reflects 
the Manger of the Counselling 
Centre for Kids Helpline, Tony 
Fitzgerald.

“We’ve answered seven and a half 
million calls since then and we’ve 
constantly kept pace with techno-
logical change”.

Kids Helpline now offers a free 
mobile phone counselling service 
and is in the process of develop-
ing a smart phone app aimed at 
helping young people deal with 
relationship break-ups.

“We’ve also come across a strong 
demand for our Kids Helpline@ 
School program from secondary 
schools and we’re working hard 
to try and secure sponsorship to 
expand the service to high schools 
as well”, Tony Fitzgerald adds.

“We are always looking to further 
innovate our service to meet the dig-
ital world, including through social 
media platforms because we need 
to constantly reassess the needs of 
young people and what services they 
feel most comfortable with”.

But the pioneers who started 
the counselling service had to 
quickly employ more staff to meet 
an incredible demand, with 10 
thousand calls received on the first 
day alone.

Kids Helpline has been at the 
forefront of innovation, mak-
ing history in 2000 as the first 
organisation to offer a web-chat 
counselling service.

Its classroom-based Kids Help-
line@School now reaches 19 
thousand students every year.

The program allows a social work-
er to conduct a web counselling 
session in primary classrooms on 
topics such as cyberbullying, peer 
pressure and family conflict.

“We’ve certainly come a long way 
since we started back in 1991 
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Teacher educator Rose Polume 
Pongi is understandably proud to 
be a Papua New Guinean Lasallian.

Her connection to the Lasallian 
Family in PNG stretches back over 
20 years to her time as a student at 
Rosary Secondary School in Kondiu.

Her schooling left her with a strong 
sense of admiration for the work of 
the De La Salle Brothers and Rose 
decided to contribute back to that 
as a primary teacher herself.

She saw an urgent need to support 
future generations of teachers in 
PNG, especially in remote schools 
and this led her to work for the 
Lasallian-run Sacred Heart Teach-
ers College in Bomana.

Now the college’s Deputy Principal, 
Rose is leading a push towards 
closing the literacy and numeracy 
gap in remote parts of PNG.

“It’s incredibly rewarding to now see 
remote schools reopening because 
more teachers are graduating from 
our teachers college and are working 
in these areas”, Rose explains.

“Through the Sacred Heart Teach-
ers College, we have been able to 
provide ongoing resources and 
professional development to our 
teachers which is helping so many 
students as well.”

Her strong passion for equity in 
education has led Rose to become 
the Area Coordinator for the 
Lasallian Family in the National 
Capital District of PNG.

“I want to continue ensuring that 
all provinces in the country get a 
fair share of teaching resources and 
the same opportunities as students 
do in Port Moresby”, she says.

To enhance her work, Rose has 
undertaken postgraduate studies 
in Australia through a Diploma 
in Leadership and Management 
course at Waragul in Victoria.

“The course has been so rewarding 
and enriching”, Rose explains.

“It has helped me develop a stron-
ger vision for what we can achieve 
together for the Lasallian family 
in Papua New Guinea in keeping 
with that great ethos- Together 
and By Association”.

Modern Day 
Lasallian Leaders- 
Rose Polume Pongi

From teaching trainee teachers 
how to manage library records 
in remote parts of Papua New 
Guinea through to administering 
first aid to spectators during the 
Sydney Olympics, Br Bill Shaw has 
had an incredible journey as a De 
La Salle Brother.

A graduate of Oakhill College in 
Castle Hill in the 1960s, Br Bill 
has returned to his old school over 
recent years in the important role 
of District Archivist.

Tucked away in the historic De 
La Salle Building which was the 
training college for generations 
of Brothers, Br Bill manages a 
treasure trove of records and mem-
orabilia from across our District.

The collection includes current and 
past school uniforms, chalices and 
religious vestments from some of 
the pioneer Brothers in Australia.

Around the District Archives with Br Bill Shaw
There are items which immediately 
stand out, including a painting 
of the Founder which dates back 
to the time the first De La Salle 
Brothers arrived in Australia from 
France in 1906.

Br Bill also points out an historic 
mass booklet from 1946 when four 
Australian Brothers were farewelled 
at the Oakhill College Chapel as 
they embarked on a pioneering 
mission in Bomana in PNG.

“As District Archivist, 
I see my role very much 
as helping to maintain 
the historical record of 
the Brothers so as to 
inspire Lasallians today 
to keep the spirit of De 
La Salle alive across our 
schools and Lasallian 
workplaces”, Br Bill explains.

Br Bill’s love of history was first 
nurtured at Oakhill College where 
he has particularly fond memories 
from primary classes led by Br 
Pius Bardon.

“The De La Salle Brothers who 
taught me here had a tremendous 
influence on me and I held them in 
the highest respect”, he adds.

While Br Bill had considered 
becoming a Brother himself after 
completing his leaving certificate in 
1962, his parents encouraged him 

to wait until he was a little older 
before entering the novitiate.

He joined the public service and 
worked for a number of years with 
the Department of Navy, while 
also becoming a St John Ambu-
lance Officer.

But Br Bill felt a strong call to a 
religious vocation and seven years 
after he left school, he returned to 
Oakhill’s training college where he 
joined the novitiate.

After shorter stints in country 
NSW, Br Bill spent 14 years in Pap-
ua New Guinea where he taught at 
the Holy Trinity Teachers College 
in Mount Hagen, helping trainee 
teachers acquire the skills they 
needed to use a library effectively 
and pass that onto their students.

He also spent a short stint in the mid 
1990s in Cronulla and five years in 
Melbourne from 2002-2007.

Br Bill is also a strong believer in 
volunteer work and was rec-
ognised with a Letter of Commen-
dation from St John Ambulance 
for his contribution to the Sydney 
Olympics and Paralympics.

A familiar face across the 
staffrooms of Oakhill College, 
Br Bill’s cheerful presence is a 
constant reminder to teachers and 
students at the Castle Hill school 
of the ongoing contribution the 
De La Salle Brothers are making in 
Lasallian education in our District.

We are God’s Masterpieces (Cont’d from pg 5)

Part of this delicate balance 
depends on a relatively modest 
organ, our pancreas, to produce 
enzymes to aid digestion and one 
hormone, insulin, to regulate 
sugar. A failure to produce insulin 
or of the body to utilise it can 
result in uncontrolled diabetes 
causing excessive glucose (sugar) 
to accumulate in the system 
resulting, among other things, 
in blindness, kidney failure, loss 
of limbs, heart attack, stroke, 
stillbirth and death. 

There are three forms of Diabetes 
all with some possible genetic 
links and predisposing factors:

Type 1 or early onset or 
childhood diabetes and 
gestational (pregnancy related) 
diabetes need vigilance and early 

detection. However, for most of 
us the greatest risk lies in Type 2 
diabetes which accounts for 80 – 
90% of all cases.

What can we do about it? Type 2 
Diabetes is linked to weight, diet, 
a sedentary lifestyle and high 
blood pressure. So prevention or 
control is linked to: 

There is no guarantee that even 
with these precautions diabetes 
may not present itself – but 
there is a guarantee that we can 
minimise or even eradicate its 
effects. For more information see 
your health practitioner or go to
http://diabetesnsw.com.au/
what-is-diabetes/ 
or
http://www.who.int/campaigns/
world-health-day/2016/en/ 

Even as Pope Francis reminds us 
to care for others we can extend 

this care to ourselves: ‘All of 
us must care for life 
so, go forth and don’t 
be discouraged. Care 
for life. It’s worth it.’
(Cardinal Bergoglio Aug. 31, 2005) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Australia
2016

Lasallian Educators 
Conference, Perth
April 17-20
Lasallian Middle Managers 
Conference (Level 3), 
Brisbane
June 7-8
Pilgrimage for Young 
Lasallians- In the Footsteps of 
St De La Salle
September 25-October 9

Pakistan
2016

Pakistan Chapter of Vows, 
Faisalabad
7 May

Annual Retreat 2016, Murree
12-18 June
Canonical Visit of Br Visitor 
David Hawke
3-10 October

Papua New Guinea
2016

Student Leaders formation 
program
11th June
Back to Bomana, 70th 
anniversary celebrations of 
the De La Salle Brothers in 
PNG
27-28 August
What makes a Lasallian 
Leader?- formation 
program
29 October

New Zealand
2016

Heritage Program for new 
Lasallian teachers
26-28 April

Lasallian Retreat, Auckland
17-22 July
NZ Lasallians Gathering, 
Hamilton
17 September
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• Lasallian Educators Conference

• Superior General Br Robert 
Schieler’s visit

• Lasallian Alumni: Emeritus 
Professor Ron McCallum AO

• Around Hohola: 
 Br Ken Kalinowski

To contribute to the newsletter, please 
contact, Michael Kenny
LMC Communications Officer 
michaelkenny@delasalle.org.au

DE LA SALLE BROTHERS
PROvINcIAL OffIcE
P O Box 3485, Bankstown Square, 
NSW 2200, Australia
E: admin@delasalle.org.au
T: +61 2 9795 6400

In next month’s issue:

Around Bankstown
 &Q A   with Br Eugene Nguyen

“I went to a primary school in a 
small village in Vietnam and we 
lived four kilometres away from the 
Lasallian school and so I had to walk 
to and from school every day”, Br 
Eugene explains with a chuckle.

“There were two 
Brothers at the school 
who had a tremendous 
influence on me and 
encouraged me to 
consider a vocation to 
religious life”.
Br Eugene entered the juniorate at 
a young age with the blessing of 
his parents and after becoming a 
Brother at the age of 18, he had to 
quickly adjust to the challenges of 
classroom teaching in Vietnam.

“I had to take a Year 7 class with 
80 students, which would be 
unthinkable in Australia today”, 
he said.

Br Eugene went on to teach for 
the next two decades in Vietnam 
before the country was thrown 
into turmoil during the communist 
takeover in 1975.

“We had around 300 Brothers in 
the country at that time and those 
fortunate enough to do so, fled 
Vietnam because the communists 
barred them from teaching in 
schools”, he explained.

“But many others were not so 
fortunate, including my own 
brother who was also a De La 
Salle Brother and was killed by the 
communists”.

Br Eugene says it was a painful 
period for the Lasallian Mission in 
Vietnam and its legacy lingers on 
to this day.

“Ten De La Salle Brothers were 
jailed and some spent 13 years 
in prison, waiting til the political 
situation improved”, he said.

“The Communists still run 
Vietnam today and the Brothers 
can’t teach in any schools there”.

But Br Eugene says Lasallians 
in Vietnam have been incredibly 
resilient with new vocations 
emerging each year.

He says they make an ongoing 
contribution through boarding 
homes for the poor and through 
plans to open a new secondary 
school dedicated to teaching 
students from the disadvantaged 
Montagnard tribe. 

Br Eugene’s dedication to Lasallian 
education has also extended to 
Africa, having spent 28 years 
teaching in French-speaking 
Cameroon.

“It was really rewarding being able 
to help provide a decent education 
for the people there and helping 

them prepare for a job to try and 
escape from poverty”, he said.

Br Eugene also spent four years 
in Belgium, studying electrical 
engineering in the late 1960s.

He is in remarkably good health 
for an octogenarian and is in his 
third year, teaching Christian 
meditation through Wesley 
Mission in Bankstown.

“I also help recruit new Lasallian 
volunteers to help in Cameroon 
because I gain so much satisfaction 
from seeing how aid work can 
transform peoples’ lives”.

Speaking from the chapel at the De La Salle Brothers’ 
community in the heart of Bankstown, 83 year old 
Br Eugene Nguyen has never lost the dedication and zeal 
that led him to become a Brother in the early 1950s.
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