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“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

ANZPPNG

Greetings as we approach the Season 
of Christmas in the Christian tradi-
tion. In Australia, New Zealand and 
Papua New Guinea, December marks 
also the end of the academic year 
while in Pakistan the academic year 
is at the half way point and of course 
BoysTown and its various enterprises 
does not shut down over the holiday 
period in Australia.

In our Lasallian tradition, John Bap-
tist de La Salle wrote the “Medita-
tions for the time of retreat” which 
urged the Brothers to reflect back 
over their year of ministry with 
young people. The end of the year 
lends itself to reflecting back and 
planning ahead. But the end of the 
year is also a time to relax and do 
something different; to charge one’s 
batteries for the year ahead.

The end of the year in the Christian 
tradition invites reflection on the birth 
of Jesus and the message of the good 
news we read in the Christian Scrip-

Dear Lasallians
tures. The end of the year invites a 
deep reflection on the message of 
peace and good will that Christmas 
prompts. We know too well that to 
live in peace is but a dream for many 
people in the world including Lasal-
lians who live in some of the troubled 
spots of the world including those 
countries living under the constant 
threat of terrorist strikes. Somehow 
through all this the Christmas mes-
sage of peace gives us hope.

As far as each of us is concerned the 
end of the year invites as John Bap-
tist de La Salle encouraged, a reflec-
tion on our particular ministry. How 
have we responded to the needs of 
those entrusted to our care in 2015?  
How have we responded to new and 
emerging needs of poverty in our 
respective countries of the District?

On a personal note I express gratitude 
to you for your commitment to edu-
cation and welfare. When one looks 
across the District one cannot help but 

The Montreal-born Coordinator was 
a keynote speaker at the Young Lasal-
lians first ever district conference for 
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and 
Papua New Guinea in Melbourne.

The event has brought together Young 
Lasallians aged 16-35 from across Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea, with some delegates travelling 
as far away as Malaysia and Vanuatu 
to attend the conference.

Antoine told the conference, Young 
Lasallians are called to act in response to 
the current Syrian refugee crisis which 
has left more than three million people 
displaced in Lebanon and Turkey.

He explained how half of these refugees 
are children and youth, making this a 

key priority for the Young Lasallians 
in its mission work.

“We can’t all go to the Middle East 
to help refugees over there”, Antoine 
explained.

“But we can play our part through 
local refugee advocacy groups in our 
home countries”, he added.

Antoine applauded the aid work being 
undertaken by Young Lasallians in 
our own district, particularly through 
Share the Mission work in communities 
in Papua New Guinea and the remote 
Indigenous community of Balgo in 
Western Australia.

But he called on Young Lasallians to 
go further and extend their aid work 
well belong their own district borders.

“I’d love to see Australian or New 
Zealand Lasallians being able to travel 
to poverty-stricken parts of Africa, 
while Lasallians in the United States 
could undertake some Share the Mis-
sion work in Papua New Guinea as 
well”, Antoine explained.

Young Lasallians called to act globally 
at their District Conference
The International Coordinator of the Young Lasallians, Antoine 
Béland has appealed to members of the movement to take a global 
approach to their mission work, reaching out to communities around 
the globe, wherever they are in need.

Brother Visitor David Hawke gave 
a memorable address to the confer-
ence, urging Young Lasallians to 
look beyond their own district bor-
ders and engage in mission work in 
countries such as South Sudan which 
is still struggling to recover from a 
crippling civil war.

The conference featured many excel-
lent presentations from those engaged 
in social justice advocacy work from 
local groups such as St Vincent De 
Paul, Kids Helpline and Project Kokoda 
through to international organisations 
such as Caritas

At the conclusion of the event, awards 
were presented to nine Lasallians who 
had made significant contributions to 
youth ministry work, in some cases 
stretching back 15 years.

Special thanks goes to Brother Tony 
Cummins and Stef Lloyd for organising 
such an outstanding event which has 
marked a new era for Young Lasallians 
in the district of Australia, New Zea-
land, Pakistan and Papua New Guinea.

be impressed by the variety of min-
istries. The growth of Lasallian Mis-
sion Services under the leadership of 
Merv McCormack, Executive Direc-
tor has been phenomenal and far 
beyond whatever one could have 
hoped for or imagined. The Lasallian 
Foundation has continued with the 
help of many Lasallian works to 
respond to needs in Papua New 
Guinea, Pakistan and across parts 
of Asia. The celebration of the 100th 
meeting of the BoysTown Board of 
Directors reminds one of the increas-
ing important role of people who 
serve on our Boards. Thanks to all 
our Board Directors. I thank also the 
District Council for its advice and 
support and all who work in the 
Provincial Office at Bankstown. 
Across the four Sectors of the Dis-
trict the presence of the Brothers is 
appreciated. I thank them for their 
fidelity and note particularly the 
senior Brothers “on whose shoulders 
all Lasallians stand.”

May the peace and joy of Christmas 
be with you, your families and com-
munities.

David Hawke FSC
Visitor
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A C T I O N  I N  S C H O O L S

Budding journalists, cameramen 
and film-makers are thriving 
thanks to the online DNNN news 
network at De La Salle College 
Revesby.

The college’s Student 
Representative Council launched 
the network earlier this year to 
showcase sports, music, art and 
academic pursuits at the Sydney all 
boys school.

And after six episodes, it is proving 
to be an incredibly popular 
initiative, with thousands of online 
page views on You Tube and moves 
to integrate it into multimedia 
studies for Year 9 students.

Nestled away in a quiet bushland 
setting in Melbourne’s outer-
eastern suburbs is a Lasallian 
school with a student population 
marked by its rich cultural 
diversity- St John’s College, 
Dandenong.

The coeducational school brings 
together 1000 students from 100 
different cultural backgrounds in 
an inclusive environment where 
everyone is made to feel welcome 
wherever they are from.

The school’s prayer celebrates its 
multicultural heritage with many 
of the students coming from a 
refugee background from Africa 
and the Middle East.

St John’s College Principal Andrew 
Walsh says the school has 
employed  specialised counsellors 

Girls Night 
In for Cancer 
Research at 
Scarborough
Students at Southern Cross 
Catholic College in 
Scarborough, Queensland, 
held a ‘Girls Night In’ last 
month to raise vital funds for 
cancer research.

The fundraiser has become an 
annual event at the school 
after the tragic death of Year 
12 student Chelsea Ford from 
brain cancer in 2014.

Chelsea’s parents, Nathan and 
Honey Ford also attended this 
year’s event.

Students created handmade 
Christmas cards for Vinnies 
hampers. 

Some of the male students at 
the coeducational school also 
joined in the event, letting their 
female classmates style their 
hair and apply makeup to their 
faces as part of the fun.

De La Salle Revesby’s own news network
The teacher who coordinates 
DNNN, Jacob Andrews says the 
network has helped to promote 
the students’ public speaking skills 
and brought the school’s commu-
nications into the digital age.

“It’s essentially a student run news 
that is run for and by the 
students”, Mr Andrews explains.

“Students have moved beyond 
picking up a paper newsletter that’s 
old and outdated or reading a sports 
report without actually seeing the 
action on the field as well. So this 
was a great way of ensuring that the 
students are fully immersed in what 
is taking place at the school”.

Through the network, students get 
the chance to act as news or sports 
anchors and film important events 
in the life of the college.

The DNNN episodes are then 
played at school assemblies and 

uploaded onto You Tube, allowing 
parents to enjoy them as well.

Mr Andrews says the network has 
also led growing numbers of 
students to express an interest in a 
film-making or media career.

A Role Model for Multicultural 
Education- St John’s Dandenong

over many years who 
are skilled in assisting 
students who may 
have fled traumatic 
conditions in their 
homelands.

“Part of the success 
of our school is that we celebrate 
and honour all the different 
nationalities that are represented 
here”, Mr Walsh explains.

“Since its early beginnings in the 
1950s, the school has welcomed 
students from all parts of the 
world”.

The school also has a strong 
English as a Second Language 
support program and uses its 
sporting and cultural programs to 
foster cultural harmony across the 
student population.

St John’s is one of a number of 
Lasallian schools with a dual 
charism as it also honours the 
Presentation Sisters, founded by 
Irish nun Nano Nagle, who like St 
John Baptist De La Salle, dedicated 
her life to setting up schools for 
the poor.

Andrew Walsh said that as a 
coeducational school, the dual 
charism has helped St John’s 
promote male and female spiritual 
role models to its students.

Awards Night for Long Serving Lasallian Teachers
De La Salle College Ashfield has 
hosted an awards night for over 130 
teachers, recognising their long-term 
contribution to Lasallian education 
across eight Sydney schools.

Awards were given to teachers 
marking ten and twenty years 
service across De La Salle Ashfield, 
Casimir College in Marrickville, 
Holy Spirit College in Lakemba, 
De La Salle Colleges at Caringbah 

and Cronulla, De La Salle College 
Revesby, La Salle College 
Bankstown and Oakhill College in 
Castle Hill.

Special thanks to the hospitality 
students and teachers at De La Salle 
Ashfield for the excellent catering 
that was provided on the night.

Prior to the awards ceremony, the 
teachers gathered for an End of 
Year Mass at St Vincent’s Church 

in Ashfield, which was celebrated 
by Fr Alan Gibson, Fr Paul 
Maunder and Fr Aloysius Rego.

Teachers from the Lasallian 
schools were all involved in the 
mass through contributions to 
music, readings and prayers.

Brother Visitor David Hawke 
delivered a memorable homily, 
reflecting on what it means to be a 
Lasallian in schools today and 
honouring the contribution made 
by teachers in promoting Lasallian 
values in the classroom.

The mass and awards ceremony 
marked the end of a memorable 
year for Lasallian schools and 
youth ministry programs in 
Sydney, including a highly 
successful Encounter Day at 
Casimir College last month.
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One of the country’s leading 
neurosurgeons and current National 
President of the Australian Medical 
Association, Associate Professor 
Brian Owler attributes a lot of his 
success to the education he received 
at Lasallian schools.

Associate Professor Owler was a 
student at De La Salle College 
Revesby from 1982-1987 and at 
La Salle College Bankstown from 
1987-1989 when it was known as 
Benilde College.

Dr Owler has been at the forefront 
of medical research and public 
health advocacy for many years, 
playing a pivotal role in road safety 
awareness campaigns in New 
South Wales.

He is a consultant neurosurgeon at 
four Sydney hospitals and is 
conducting a randomised 
controlled trial of deep brain 
stimulation surgery to help treat 
cerebral palsy.

The picturesque Santa Teresa 
Spirituality Centre overlooking 
Moreton Bay, south of Brisbane, 
has hosted an extremely rewarding 
Heritage Program for Lasallians 
from schools, BoysTown and the 
De La Salle Provincial Office.

The 20 participants in the program 
reflected the great diversity of the 
Lasallian Mission in Australia, 
with teachers and Kids Helpline 
counsellors from Queensland, 
NSW and South Australia 
attending the two day program.

The program was led by Director 
of Formation Br John Cantwell 
who began with an insightful 
presentation on the life of St John 
Baptist De La Salle and the history 
of Lasallian works in Australia and 
abroad.

Assistant Director of Formation 
Shane Dwyer delivered an excellent 
presentation, reflecting on what the 
Lasallian Mission meant to each of 
the participants in the varied 
contexts in which they work.

The participants were given some 
free time on the first day for prayer 
and reflection in the beautiful 
setting of the centre, with its 
magnificent gardens, chapels and 
walking tracks winding there way 
down towards Moreton Bay.

The second day of the program 
began with a great presentation by 

Br Gerard Rummery 
honoured through 
new Institute 
Internationally respected 
Lasallian academic, Br Gerard 
Rummery has been honoured 
through the naming of a new 
institute in his honour.

The Gerard Rummery Institute 
of the District of Australia, New 
Zealand, Pakistan and Papua 
New Guinea will act as an 
accrediting body for Lasallian 
formation and professional 
development programs 
conducted by Lasallian Mission 
Services on behalf of the 
Lasallian Mission Council.

The Institute was launched 
during a cocktail function at 
Br Gerard’s old school, De La 
Salle College Ashfield in 
Sydney last month.

It is a fitting recognition of his 
outstanding contribution over 
many years to the work of the 
Institute of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools.

Br Gerard has played a pivotal 
role as an educator of Brothers 
in formation, as General 
Councillor of the Institute and 
Director of the International 
Lasallian Centre in Rome.

Most recently, Br Gerard has 
contributed a chapter on the 
origins of the Lasallian charism 
and its contemporary 
expression to a new book 
entitled “New Ways of Living 
the Gospel- Spiritual Traditions 
in Catholic Education”.

The book explores how 
religious congregations are 
evolving their charism, 
traditions, Catholic identity and 
pedagogy and finding new ways 
to bring the Gospel to life.

Lasallian Alumni- Associate Professor Brian Owler
Dr Owler says he has very fond 
memories from his days as a student 
at Lasallian schools where he 
developed a great interest in maths 
and science, combined with a strong 
commitment to social justice.

“They were formative years for me 
and the teachers had an enormous 
influence on me”, he explains.

“There was a real academic focus, 
combined with an emphasis on 
discipline, ethics, morality and 
social justice”.

Dr Owler says he remembers well 
the stern but fair leadership shown 
by Brother Michael Johnson OAM 
as Principal of De La Salle College 
Revesby.

Through his work as AMA National 
President, Dr Owler has campaigned 
strongly against any move to 
introduce fees for GP visits and to 
raise greater public awareness around 
domestic violence and alcohol abuse.

He says his Lasallian education left 
him with a strong commitment to 
fairness where everyone was made 
to feel welcome from diverse 
cultural backgrounds.

“There was a great multicultural 
mix at De La Salle Revesby”, Dr 
Owler explains.

“I remember Year 6 students from 
refugee backgrounds who couldn’t 
speak a word of English, but they 
were welcomed in by all the 
teachers and I made a lot of friends 
from all cultural backgrounds”.

Lasallian Heritage Program at Ormiston
BoysTown CEO Tracy Adams on 
the inspiring work of her welfare 
organisation and how it ties in 
directly with the Lasallian mission 
of reaching out to the most 
vulnerable in Australian society.

Tracy explained to the conference 
participants how BoysTown draws 
upon data from the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics to carefully 
target its services to the country’s 
most disadvantaged communities 
in areas such as youth unemploy-
ment, mental health and domestic 
and family violence support.

Tracy also drew heavily upon the 
Lasallian heritage in her 
presentation, She linked the story 
of Adrien Nyel and Mrs De 
Croyeres in the French city of 
Reims to the history of BoysTown 
in modern Australia.

St John Baptist De La Salle turned 
to the layman Adrien Nyel and the 
wealthy widow Mrs De Croyeres 
to help him expand his network of 
schools. In a similar way, the 
Lasallian network has been blessed 
by the inclusion of BoysTown and 
its Kids Helpline over recent 
decades.

Tracy then led an excellent 
question and answer session where 
she encouraged Lasallian schools 
to work more closely with the Kids 
Helpline @School program, where 
web counsellors can provide in 
classroom support to help primary 
students tackle issues such as peer 
pressure and cyber bullying.

Assistant Director of Formation 
Shane Dwyer also led an excellent 
session examining the links 
between the Lasallian charism and 
broader notions of spirituality.

Shane provided some theological 
insights into the broader historical 
context in which St John Baptist 
De La Salle lived and how the same 
French School of spirituality 
produced other saints, including St 
Vincent De Paul and St John of the 
Cross.

Participants were then presented 
with certificates marking the 
completion of an excellent program 
and many remarked how the 
course had equipped them with a 
much better insight into the 
Lasallian heritage and charism 
which would prove to be 
invaluable in their workplaces.
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In recognition of its strong social 
justice programs, John Paul 
College in Rotorua has been 
selected as the host school for next 
year’s Caritas Challenge in the 
Hamilton Diocese.

Through the annual challenge, 
Catholic schools engage in a 
sporting contest during Lent 
aimed at raising valuable funds 
for overseas aid projects.

Next year’s challenge will focus on 
raising funds for poor 
communities in Cambodia and the 
Assistant Director of Religious 
Studies at John Paul College, 
Veronica Aislabie says there has 
been a lot of interest so far from 
students and staff alike.

“We have a few Cambodian 
students and one of our students’ 
parents escaped from Cambodia as 
a child and we are hoping to 
involve them in the fundraising and 
for the stories to hear more about 
their stories”, Veronica explains.

The Rotorua school is known for its 
rich cultural diversity and its Filipino 
students were heavily involved in a 

similar Caritas fundraiser last year 
after the Philippines was hit by a 
deadly typhoon.

The students coordinated a 
basketball competition that day 
and the Filipino community 
organised a dinner that evening to 
thank the students for their efforts.

The previous year, John Paul 
College students organised a Walk 
for Water program where an 
athletics relay took place for a full 
day around the school oval with 
students carrying cans of water to 
help raise funds for communities 
in the Solomon Islands struggling 
with poor access to clean water.

Veronica Aislabie says the Faith in 
Action program is a key part of 
the Religious Education program 
at the Rotorua school and is 
growing in popularity every year.

“It’s a good example of youth 
leading the youth and the students 
have become really engaged with 
it, while at the same time, putting 
the Lasallian principles of faith, 
service and community firmly into 
action”, Veronica explains.

Celebrating over 50 
years in Catholic 
Education: Graeme 
Mustchin
Generations of students at Francis 
Douglas Memorial College have 
benefited from the support and 
wisdom of veteran teacher Graeme 
Mustchin who recently retired 
after spending an incredible 51 
years in Catholic education in 
New Zealand.

Graeme has spent 27 years of 
those years at the Lasallian school 
in New Plymouth, teaching 
Mathematics, Classics and 
Religious Studies.

He has worked in 10 different 
secondary schools across New 
Zealand’s North Island in his long 
career, including schools run by 
the Marists, the Mission Sisters 
and the Sisters of Mercy.

Graeme says he has particularly 
felt at home with the Lasallian 
approach to education.

“The De La Salle Brothers really 
support the teachers in their 
schools and give them so much 
encouragement to pursue their 
goals”, he explains.

“A few of the Brothers encouraged 
me to become a Director of 
Religious Studies, knowing I had 
little prior background in that 
area. But they invested a lot of 
time into Lasallian formation and 

As part of its long tradition of 
outreach to Maori and Pacific 
Islander students, a group of  ten 
Year 10 students from De La Salle 
College Mangere have participated in 
a Pacific Island Leaders of Tomorrow 
(PILOT) program through the 
Manukau Institute of Technology.

The PILOT Program began six 
years ago and is aimed at 
introducing the students to post 
school educational programs 
through 11 different tertiary 
institutions spread across New 
Zealand’s North Island.

Through the program, Maori and 
Pacific Islander staff from the 

Pacific Island Leaders of Tomorrow at Mangere

Faith in Action at John Paul College

professional development for me, 
both in New Zealand and 
abroad”.

Graeme said he was particularly 
grateful for the support he received 
from Br Peter Bray, Br Tim Peter, 
Br Bill Firman and Br Peter Ryan 
during his years as a teacher in 
New Plymouth.

“They all encouraged me to take 
up Lasallian courses and attend 
conferences in Australia and 
Singapore which made me feel 
very much part of the broader 
Lasallian family”, he said.

Graeme also thanked the school’s 
current Principal Martin 
Chamberlain who encouraged him 
to take up the position of College 
Chaplain for three years.

Graeme said he has gained a great 
deal of personal satisfaction 
through his teaching career.

“I’ve seen a steady stream of 
students winning scholarships in 
mathematics and they’ve done really 
well in national and international 
mathematics competitions which 
has been really rewarding”.

He has some advice too for younger 
teachers as they embark on long 
term careers in the profession.

“Take up every opportunity that 
comes your way”, Graeme said.

“You’ve got to constantly look for 
every opportunity to learn more 
and through that you learn more 
about yourself, more about your 
students and their needs and more 
about the people whom you’re 
working with”.

“And it’s through that experience 
that you learn how to appreciate 
the gifts and the talents of every 
individual you come into contact 
with, including families and that’s 
an essential part of the Lasallian 
mission in education”.

tertiary institutions act as mentors 
to the students to encourage them 
to further their education.

The PILOT program also helps 
senior students learn more about 
their cultural heritage given the 
program includes a look at Pacific 
Islander leaders from past 
generations who were well 
regarded for their skills as orators 
and voyagers.

While the program was initially only 
available for students from 
Auckland schools, it has been 
expanded over the past two years to 
also involve Pacific Island students 
from Hamilton schools as well.

One of the De La Salle Mangere 
students who participated in the 
Year 10 program, Paul Faletaogo 
said he benefited greatly from the 
program.

“It was a great opportunity for me 
to develop myself as a future 
leader and to value my heritage as 
a Pacific Island student”, Paul 
explained.

“I enjoyed meeting new faces from 
other schools and creating strong 
bonds with them”, he added.

Another student P.J Mulipola said 
the PILOT Day motivated him to 
work harder academically and to 
start focusing on the diversity of 
pathways open to him when he 
leaves school.
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The recent Young Lasallians District 
Conference in Melbourne was enriched 
by the attendance of an inspiring group 
of Papua New Guineans, many of 
whom are undertaking postgraduate 
study in Australia.

Two members of the PNG Mission 
Action Committee, Rose Pongi and 
Johanes Sabarei are undertaking lead-
ership studies through Federation 
University in Warragul, Victoria.

Another PNG Young Lasallian, Shir-
ley Kaupa is studying a Masters degree 
in International Relations through 
Griffith University in Brisbane, while 
Desma Kombe is studying youth and 
community services in Vanuatu.

The group were encouraged to attend 
the inaugural district conference by 
Br Michael Bourke, a member of the 
PNG Mission Action Committee who 

is based at the Hohola Youth Devel-
opment Centre.

Shirley is an aspiring diplomat who 
started studying social work in PNG 
thanks to financial support from the 
Lasallian Foundation.

“One day, I want to work as a United 
Nations envoy to try and defeat pov-
erty in PNG”, Shirley explains.

“I’ve benefited so much from being 
part of the Lasallian family in PNG and 
a number of the De La Salle Brothers 
have been great mentors to me”.

Desma also wants to use her studies 
in Vanuatu to help enhance youth 
ministry programs in PNG.

“I went to a Lasallian school and 
got involved in youth ministry for 
some time”, she said.”

“There is so much potential for youth 
ministry programs to keep on grow-
ing in PNG and I want to be part of 
that dream”.

Br Michael Bourke says the PNG 
Mission Action Committee will now 
focus its efforts on opening up more 
Lasallian schools in remote parts of 
the country.

To help achieve that goal, he says a 
number of current schools have been 
involved in some fundraising projects.

“At the Hohola Youth Development 
Centre, we held a walkathon which 
raised hundreds of dollars. So the 
people are very generous and are 
doing whatever they can to expand 
our Lasallian mission in PNG”.

Lasallians gather 
for Family Retreat in 
Port Moresby
The Hohola Youth Development 
Centre has hosted a vibrant 
weekend retreat for 60 members 
of the Lasallian Family of Papua 
New Guinea last month.

The Director of Formation Br John 
Cantwell led the participants 
through a series of group 
discussions around Lasallian 
identity in schools and the life of 
St John Baptist De La Salle.

This included a session looking 
specifically at the religious 
educators who influenced the 
Founder from Jesus to St Francis 
Xavier and beyond.

The Formation Committee in PNG 
led a number of prayer sessions 
and regular time was set aside to 
reflect on scripture readings from 
St Matthew’s Gospel, around the 
key themes of “Teaching, 
Proclaiming and Curing”.

A team of teachers from De La 
Salle Secondary School in Bomana 
played a major part in the retreat, 
working alongside the Principal of 
the Hohola Youth Development 
Centre, Br Antony Swamy.

The retreat concluded with a mass 
at St Joseph’s Cathedral in Boroko 
and a celebration dinner.

The Chairperson of the PNG 
Formation Committee, Louisa 
Opu said it was a very memorable 

retreat for all the participants.

“It was indeed very inspiring to 
hear from other schools what they 
do as Lasallians in their respective 
schools”, Ms Opu said.

“One of the more memorable 
group discussions was centered 
around inspirational religious 
educators like St John Baptist De 
La Salle who can also be role 
models who we can look up to as 
modern day educators”.

Brothers, other Lasallians, family and 
well-wishers have gathered at La Salle 
High School and College in Faisala-
bad  to celebrate with Br Zohaib Gill 
as he professed his Final Vows as a 
Brother of the Christian Schools. 

Fr Bashir Francis, an Affiliated Mem-
ber, celebrated the impressive liturgy 
with the music and singing lead by 
the Aspirants from Miguel House. 

There has been a particularly strong 

Kids Helpline gets 
behind new mental 
health research
Kids Helpline is working 
with the University of Sydney 
and the Black Dog Institute 
to pilot research projects, 
aimed at providing greater 
online support for children 
and young people with 
mental health issues.

Using Google Plus as the 
platform, the first project 
involves trialling counsellor 
facilitated conversations to 
help uncover new insights into 
the delivery of online mental 
health services in Australia 
and around the world.

Participants in the program 
will be in a secure and 
private social network with 
others facing similar mental 
health concerns.

BoysTown/ Kids Helpline 
CEO Tracy Adams says the 
innovative study will look 
specifically at how useful a 
mental health specific social 
network could be for young 
people.

“If this pilot is successful, this 
innovative peer support model 
could allow us to provide 
ongoing support for even 
more young people”, Ms 
Adams explains.

The second project involves 
cataloging search words and 
phrases most commonly 
used by 5-25 year olds when 
trying to access online 
mental health services.

The study is the first of its 
kind and is likely to uncover 
some valuable insights to 
assist providers of these 
online services.

If young people want to talk 
to someone they can call 
Kids Helpline on 

1800 55 1800, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.

Bright Future for 
PNG Lasallians

New Brother takes his Final Vows in Pakistan
interest in vocations in Pakistan, 
with a number of young men going 
into the postulancy or undertaking 
an aspirancy.

Aspirants undertake their studies in 
Faisalabad for four years, with the 
aim of obtaining a Bachelors Degree. 

At the moment, the Postulancy takes 
place in Sri Lanka with young men 
from India and Sri Lanka also explor-
ing the Brothers’ vocation.

Br Gill’s final vows ceremony came 
during a visit to Pakistan by Brother 
Visitor David Hawke.
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The shepherdess and the theologian
By Br Gerard Rummery fsc
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Of all the incidents in the long 
life of John Baptist de La Salle 
that reveal something of his warm 
humanity, none is more appealing 
than that of his meeting in 1714 
with ‘Sister’ Louise Hours at 
Parmenie. The biographers, Dom 
Elie Maillefer and Jean-Baptiste 
Blain, are at one in telling the story 
that follows. 

Louise Hours, born in 1648 not 
far from Grenoble, came to the 
village of Beaucroissant at the 
foot of the hill on which the 
chapel and sanctuary of Parmenie 
now stand. As a shepherdess, 
Louise came across the ruins of 
an ancient convent and wished to 
build a chapel. Having received 
permission to do so from the 
bishop, she was joined by a girl 
companion. Together, they sought 

alms to buy the needed material 
and began the work, living 
together in a crude hut and helped 
at various times by local people 
until eventually there was a chapel 
and a sacristy. After a room for a 
priest had been built, and when 
Louise was able to attract a saintly 
priest to live there permanently, 
Parmenie became a place of 
pilgrimage.

Maillefer1 has left us this account 
of Sister Louise’s reputation: 

People spoke of her outside 
and gradually many persons 

1 John Baptist de La Salle: Two 
Early Biographies. Lasallian 
Publications, Landover, Maryland 
1996 p.164

were seen to make it a duty 
of devotion to go and see 
Sister Louise who was held 
by the public to be a prodigy 
of holiness. People recognized 
in her talks that God was 
favouring her with his graces 
and they had no difficulty in 
placing themselves under her 
guidance in order to make a 
few days retreat.

In 1712, Yse de Saléon, a fellow 
student with De La Salle at 
Saint-Sulpice, had taken over the 
direction of retreats after the death 
of the resident priest. When he 
found that he had to be absent 
for two weeks, he invited De La 
Salle to substitute for him. De 
La Salle was nearby at Grenoble 
and was certainly disheartened 
by the opposition he had been 

encountering in the South of 
France. It is not possible to decide 
whether the absence was contrived 
or not, as some have suggested, 
but De La Salle and Brother Jean, 
the Director at Grenoble, came 
together to Parmenie. De La Salle 
and Sister Louise now met for 
the first time and Maillefer gives 
us this account of their ‘edifying 
conversations:’

He had a long talk with her 
in which he outlined all the 
troubles and difficulties in 
his life since undertaking the 
foundation of the Christian 
schools. The good Sister spoke 
of the trials she herself had 
to endure in her solitude, of 
the struggle she herself had to 

wage against the temptations 
of the devil, and of God’s 
grace enabling her to emerge 
victorious in the conflict. She 
went on to say that he was not 
at the end of his difficulties; 
he would yet have much to 
endure. M. De La Salle told 
her of his desire to spend the 
rest of his days in solitude, 
something for which he had 
always felt a great attraction. 
The Sister replied that it was 
not according to God’s that 
he should neglect the care 
of his Institute. God had 
destined him for this work, 
and it was His will that he 
should persevere in it until the 
end of his days. He accepted 
this reply as though it were 
a decision rendered by God 
himself.2

It is not clear whether it was 
at Parmenie or upon his return 
to Grenoble that De La Salle 
received the letter of the ‘principal 
Brothers’ from Paris commanding 
him in the name of the vows they 
had made together to return to 
Paris and assume once more the 
direction of the Institute. Brother 
Leo Burkardt, who restored and 
regained Parmenie for the Institute 
in the 1970’s writes as follows:

M. de La Salle was very 
surprised when this letter 
was brought him. Various 
thoughts came to him at 
that moment. He hesitated 
whether he should give in to 
orders emanating from such 
an extraordinary jurisdiction. 

2 ibid, Maillefer 

But after examining the letter 
he considered that he should 
submit without examining too 
much from which quarter this 
blow came.3

He showed the letter to Sister 
Louise who said:

It is evident that the Lord 
wants you to go back to 
Paris… once M. de Saleon has 
taken up again his functions as 
director of this house.4      

There are a number of details that 
are not clear. Sister Louise was 
thought to be illiterate and would 
have spoken a dialect, but the 
biographers insist that she asked 
De La Salle to send her some of his 
spiritual writings. The biographers 
all suggest that she had someone 
to read them to her.5 What is 
certain is that it was a much 
stronger and more determined 
De La Salle who subsequently 
returned to Paris and asked the 
Brothers ‘what do you wish me 
to do?’ 

The learned doctor of theology 
was counselled, and indeed 
consoled, by the simple 
shepherdess. Blain, De La Salle’s 
biographer, is not exaggerating 
when he writes about this as ‘the 
meeting of two saints.’  

3 ibid Maillefer, p.165
4 Dom Theodore Bellanger, 
Priorof Parmenie, from History of 
the Site Parmenie by Brother Leo 
C. Burkardt p.165
5 ibid

Overview of the Parmenie retreat center. The chapel is in the center.

Inside the chapel at the 
Parmenie retreat center Im
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As part of its 
efforts to reduce 
child and ma-
ternal mortality 

and increase 
the health and 

well-being of children 
in the developing world, the Lasallian 
Foundation is focusing its Christmas 
Appeal on raising vital funds to pro-
mote girls’ education.

By donating just $53 today, you 
will ensure that a girl can get the 
education she deserves.

With your help, the Lasallian 
Foundation can continue to pro-
vide a quality education for girls 

After returning from a Lasallian 
Womens’ Gathering in Thailand 
in 2012, La Salle College Middle 
Swan Deputy Principal Natalie 
Calleja felt an urgent need to set 
up a new group at her school 
where mainly female members 
of staff could network and plan 
fundraising projects.

Natalie named it the Moet Club 
after John Baptist De La Salle’s 
mother Nicolle Moet de Brouillet, 
a woman of great influence on the 
future Patron Saint of Teachers.

Nicolle Moet gave up her right to 
nobility by marrying Louis De La 
Salle, a man outside of her class, 

In the bustling Indonesian 
capital Jakarta, in the world’s 
largest Muslim country, lies a 
school committed to promot-
ing Lasallian values to primary 
students from a wide range of 
backgrounds.

A Proud Lasallian School in Jakarta: St Antonius dari Padua
and banners and posters around 
the campus, celebrating his feast 
day on 7 April and through 
Lasallian formation programs for 
members of staff.

With very limited government fund-
ing, Ms Taher said the school relied 
heavily on tuition fees to keep going.

“My hope now for the Lasallian 
family in Indonesia is that we can 
continue sharing our knowledge 
and time to help educate less fortu-
nate children”, she said.

“But being a Lasallian also in-
volves reaching out to those who 
may be doing better economically, 
but may be longing for affection 
and care as well”.

The Moet Club 
thriving in Perth

hence marrying for love rather 
than position or wealth, which 
was the norm at that time.

It is little wonder then that her 
son, inspired by her example, gave 
up his wealth to set up schools to 
educate the poor.

Through the Moet Club, La Salle Col-
lege staff members meet once a term 
to meet, pray and plan fundraising 
projects, all inspired by the teachings 
of St John Baptist De La Salle.

Through teaming up with the 
Lasallian Foundation, the Moet 
Club has also helped raise valuable 
funds for an orphanage in India.

It has also directly linked its 
fundraising to the senior school’s 
childcare, family and community 
curriculum.

St Anthony of Padua Primary 
School has grown at a phenomenal 
rate since starting with only 12 
students in 2004 to now boast an 
enrolment of nearly 300.

It is led by a former university lectur-
er Mimi Taher who was appointed 

Principal over seven years ago and 
has introduced a fee structure aimed 
at ensuring students from lower 
socio-economic backgrounds can 
access a Lasallian education.

Most parents pay a relatively 
modest fee of $60-$70 (Australian) 
per month to attend St Anthony’s, 
while poorer families and orphans 
pay around $25-$30 month.

In keeping with the Lasallian ethos 
of preference for the poor, wealthi-
er parents are effectively subsiding 
students from less fortunate back-
grounds to attend the Jakarta school.

Mimi Taher said the school 
celebrates its Lasallian heritage 
through prayers to the Founder 

Year 11 students in the course made 
over 60 handmade dolls this year to 
be sent back to the orphanage, all 
christened with Indian names.

“It’s been very rewarding for the 
students to help bring joy to a child 
many thousands of kilometres 
away”, Natalie Calleja explains.

“It’s a really practical way to live 
out the Lasallian mission of out-
reach to the most disadvantaged, 
wherever they may be”.

Natalie says she has been working 
closely with College Liturgy 
Coordinator Jenny Waller on 
bringing a spiritual dimension to 
the Moet Club.

Natalie says the club is also 
an important way of nurtur-
ing women into key leader-

ship roles in Lasallian schools.

“Women are very well represented 
in the teaching profession, but 
they need a supportive, nurturing 
environment to help them along 
their career path into leadership 
positions”, Natalie explains.

“The Moet Club is a really sup-
portive network, allowing mainly 
female teachers to meet and ex-
change ideas and plans, all guided 
by the educational vision set out 
by John Baptist De La Salle”.

in a safe and secure primary and 
secondary school.

Your donation can also help pro-
vide basic nutrition, clean drinking 
water and sanitation programs.

Your gift will also support voca-
tional training programs for young 
women who are unable to continue 
their secondary schooling and as a 
consequence are left unemployed.

Your donation will help girls like 
Kalani, living in one of the most 
disadvantaged slum areas of the Sri 
Lankan capital, Colombo. She was 
only 14 when her parents forced 
her to drop out of school to look 
after her younger siblings because 

they were too poor to keep her at 
school.

But thanks to the Lasallian Founda-
tion, Kalani has been able to con-
tinue her education through a free 
sewing and patchwork course run 
by Lasallian Education Community 
Services near her home in Mutwal.

Kalani has excelled in her course 
and now works from home, sewing 
for her family, friends and local 
community and is now able to 
make enough money to pay for 
food and utilities for her whole 
family, so her younger siblings can 
now also complete their education.

It really is a no-brainer. By educat-

ing girls, we can help reduce pover-
ty and encourage future generations 
to embrace their full potential.

Through a donation to the Lasal-
lian Foundation Christmas Appeal, 
you can help break down the bar-
riers to girls education and make 
a difference in some of the poorest 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Share this with your family and 
friends and together you can 
embrace this opportunity to make a 
difference to a girl.

You can donate to the appeal 
through the Lasallian Foundation 
website: www.lasallianfoundation.
org/ways-to-help/girlseducation

Lasallian Foundation promoting Girls education in its Christmas Appeal
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Australia
2015

Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival, Adelaide
December 3-5
Audience: Ages 16-25

2016
Lasallian Youth Ministry 
Induction Program, Sydney
15-18 January
Lasallian Student Leadership 
Seminar, Sydney
18-22 January
Lasallian Leaders’ Gathering, 
Melbourne
February 14-16
Audience:Principals and 
Leaders
Lasallian 
Educators’Conference, Perth
April 17-20
Audience: All Educators
Lasallian Middle Managers 
Conference, Brisbane 
(BoysTown)
June 7-8
Lasallian Youth Ministry 
Workshop, Philip Island 
(Victoria)
July 4-7

Pakistan
2015

Formation Program for 
School Middle Managers-
Faisalbad and Multan
December 7-8-Faisalabad
December 10-Multan

Recollection Day-all schools
December 12
Audience: Lasallian teachers

2016
Principals Retreat-Multan
February 6
Audience-all Lasallian school 
principals in Faisalabad

Induction Program-
Faisalabad and Multan
March 26
Audience-newly appointed 
teachers in all Lasallian 
schools

New Zealand
2016

NZ 1st Year Teachers 
Heritage Program
26-28 April

NZMAC 
Sat 19th March @ De La 
Salle College / Sat 5th 
Nov @ Francis Douglas 
Memorial College

Lasallian Partners Retreat
17th-22nd July

Annual NZ Lasallian 
Gathering, Lasallian 
Partners Seminar, Hamilton
September 17th 2016 

PARC
(Pacific Asia Regional
Conference)
2016

Asia Pacific Lasallian 
Educators Conference 
(APLEC) – Malaysia
December 9-10, 2016
Audience: Principals or 
Directors of  primary and 
secondary schools in PARC.

Workshop with Vocation 
Promoters and Formators- 
Sri Lanka
November 9-16, 2016
Audience: Representatives 
of  Vocation teams in each 
district of  PARC and 
representatives or Directors 
of  Formation houses in 
each stage of  initial 
formation- postulancy, 
novitiate and scholasticate.

&Q A   with Br Peter McIntosh

• US Campus Minister appointed 
to lead Young Lasallians Team

• Lasallian Alumni- Mike Bailey 
and Rhys Jack

• La Salle Sisters arriving in 
Bankstown

• Around Logan- Br John Pill

To contribute to the newsletter, please 
contact, Michael Kenny
LMC Communications Officer 
michaelkenny@delasalle.org.au

DE LA SALLE BROTHERS
PROvINCIAL OFFICE
P O Box 3485, Bankstown Square, 
NSW 2200, Australia
E: admin@delasalle.org.au
T: +61 2 9795 6400
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After over four decades as Princi-
pal at four Lasallian schools, Br 
Peter McIntosh has enjoyed an 
extremely active retirement as an 
internationally respected judge 
for the Arabian Horse Society. 

On a hot summer day overlook-
ing Oakhill College in Castle Hill 
with cows mooing in the school 
paddock, Br Peter reflects back on 
the great changes he has seen in 
education over the past 50 years.

Educated himself by the De La 
Salle Brothers in Bathurst, Br Peter 
believes he was destined to become 
a teacher from a very young age.

“My mother recommended I be-
come a teacher and I was inspired 
by the Brothers who taught me in 
Bathurst, especially the Principal at 
that time, Brother Leo Caldwell”, 
Br Peter explains.

He undertook a Bachelor of Arts 
degree at the University of Sydney 
covering English, History, Maths, 
Psychology and Education and be-
gan teaching junior classes in Haber-
field before a much longer stint of 17 
years at De La Salle College Ashfield.

Br Peter was Principal at Ashfield 
during its 50th anniversary in 1966 
and feels honoured now to be in-
vited back to be part of the school’s 
Centenary celebrations next year.

Around Castle Hill:
He will be delivering an address at 
a special mass in May at St Mary’s 
Cathedral to be celebrated by the 
Archbishop of Sydney, Anthony Fisher.

Br Peter says secondary schools have 
undergone a major overhaul over 
recent decades and he believes the 
changes have led to a far more diverse 
curriculum which then opens up more 
career opportunities for students.

“When I started teaching, second-
ary boys’ education was very much 
focused on English, Mathematics 
and Science”, Br Peter explains.

“So when I was Principal of St Be-
de’s at Mentone and here at Oakh-
ill in the 1970s, I employed Music 
and Drama teachers to expand the 
curriculum for the students”.

‘’That all came about after I spent 
a year in Lasallian schools in the 
United States and saw what a broad 
range of subjects they were offering 
their students”, Br Peter adds.

After completing a final stint as 
Principal at his fourth school, 
James Sheahan Catholic College 
in Orange, Br Peter retired from 
education, which then allowed him 
to direct more of his energy into a 
long-time hobby-Arabian horses.

The hobby was nurtured at Oakhill 
College in the 1970s when Castle 
Hill was more of a rural suburb 

and there was more room for a 
horse stable on the campus.

“One of the Brothers, Finbar Kelly, 
used to take a horse down and 
direct students on bus duty that 
way”, Br Peter says with a chuckle.

“I started breeding Arabian horses and 
got some of the Oakhill parents in-
terested through fundraising projects”.

Br Peter then put the horses on 
show at the Castle Hill Show-
ground, but became frustrated with 
the judges and ended up becoming 
a horse judge himself.

In 1995 he was invited to become 
the Australian national judge for 
the Arabian Horse Society and was 
then responsible for training and 
examining judges and writing rules 
for horse shows.

Br Peter remained on the society 
board for 12 years and he under-
took extensive travel to conferences 
in France, Spain, Turkey, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Syria.

“I was fortunate enough to visit 
the ancient city of Palmyra in Syria 
before it was destroyed in the 
recent unrest in the Middle East”, 
Br Peter said.

“But it has been heart-breaking to 
see the great antiquities destroyed 
as a result of the fighting there”.

Br Peter still meets members of 
the Arabian Horse Society once a 
month at a club in nearby Rich-
mond and enjoys writing articles 
for their magazines.

The veteran De La Salle Brother 
says he is impressed by the way 
today’s Lasallian schools are con-
tinuing to embrace the traditions 
set in earlier times and the way the 
world-wide Lasallian family has 
become more integrated thanks to 
better communications.

“It’s great now to see Australian 
Lasallians travelling more regularly 
on pilgrimages to France, retracing 
the footsteps of De La Salle and 
such great Lasallian formation 
programs through our schools and 
BoysTown”, Br Peter adds.

“When I visit a Lasallian school 
today, it’s great to see so many lay-
people taking on leadership roles in 
Lasallian formation which leaves me 
very optimistic about our future”.
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