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“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

ANZPPNG

Dear Lasallians,

The minute a refugee has a job, 
that’s the minute they stop being 
a refugee…

Ulukaya recently gave 10 percent 
of his company’s shares to his 
employees, and he offers paid 
parental leave to all employees, (no 
small thing in the US!). Kenneth 
Roth, Executive Director of Human 
Rights Watch, said that 

[Ulukaya] is the xenophobe’s 
nightmare. Here’s an immigrant 
who isn’t competing for jobs, 
but is creating jobs big time. It 
runs counter to the far-right 
narrative.

Meanwhile, Ulukaya has been the 
target of recurring death threats. 
His response has been to step up 
his advocacy. He now employs 
more than 300 refugees in his 
factories and has started a 
foundation to help migrants. By 
any measure it is an astounding 
story. (Google Chobani for details).   

People of goodwill everywhere are 
called to action, not necessarily as 
dramatic as Ulukaya’s example, but 
important nonetheless. Pope 
Francis has reminded us that:

“... most of us once were 
foreigners…
We must be peacemakers, and 
our communities must be 
schools of respect and dialogue 
with those of other ethnic or 
religious groups, places where 
we learn to overcome tensions, 
foster just and peaceful relations 
between peoples and social 
groups, and build a better future 
for coming generations.     

While Francis would be distressed 
at any number of current 
international wars, tragedies and 
unspeakable injustices, he would be 
heartened indeed, at the breadth of 
works aligned with his exhortation 
throughout our District and the 
broader Lasallian world in 2016. 
The following Journal pages 
provide ample testimony.

Merv McCormack
Executive Director,
Lasallian Mission Council   

Russell Broadbent, Federal Liberal 
politician, recently stood in 
Parliament. No surprise- that’s 
what he’s paid to do. What 
happened next was the surprise. 
Rather than join in the diatribes led 
by Senator Pauline Hanson, a local 
no-frills version of the US 
President-elect, he apologised for a 
big mistake he had made. He had 
failed to reject parliamentary 
colleagues who promoted panic 
and partition:  

The issues swirling in our 
multicultural nation are… public 
and passionate, but for me they are 
not personal. 

The truth is I didn’t act as I should 
have because I am not Muslim, 
Chinese, Afghan or Greek looking. 
Not Italian, Sri Lankan or 
Sudanese. Not Aboriginal…

It’s time for us to rise above the 
politics of fear and division because 
our love of diversity, difference and 
freedom will endure.    

He suggested that part of the 
solution was to demonstrate 
empathy and consideration for 
those doing it tough:

The politics of fear… have never 
given a child a new start in life, or 
lifted the spirits of a nation.     

Meanwhile the distressing scenes 
coming from the US remind us that 
bigotry knows no national 
boundaries. Online hate speech is 
on the rise reflecting an infected 
xenophobia led by those who 
should know better, led by leaders.  

By comparison is the inspiring story 
of Hamdi Ulukaya, a Turkish 
immigrant of Kurdish descent who 
lives in the US. From the poorest of 
origins, he established a business 
which has deliberately employed 
resettled refuges from Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Turkey, as well as 
other countries. He noted that:

La Salle Catholic College in 
Bankstown has hosted a 
memorable Thanksgiving Mass and 
Awards Night , recognising the 
contribution of around 80 
long-serving staff members across 
eight Lasallian schools in Sydney.

The Awards Night has become an 
annual event late in Term 4, 
following the success of the 
inaugural End of Year Mass and 
Awards Night, hosted last year by 
De La Salle College Ashfield.

It is a unique opportunity for staff 
from across the eight schools united 
under the Lasallian charism to 
network and celebrate the long-
standing contribution many of them 
have made to Catholic education.

In a Thankgiving Mass at St Felix 
De Valois Church in Bankstown, Fr 
Joseph Lam used his homily to 
reflect upon the unique ministry of 
the Lasallian teacher as promoters 
of mercy in their schools.

“You have a duty to not only nurture 
intellectual, but also spiritual growth 
in the students entrusted to your 
care, to provide them with a strong 
foundation for a spiritual life ahead 
of them”, Fr Joseph said.

“And just as Jesus paid attention to 
the lepers and those excluded from 
society, you too have a duty to care 

Honouring long-serving Lasallians
for all your students, whatever 
background they come from, 
inspired by your Founder, St John 
Baptist de la Salle”.

During the awards ceremony, long 
serving teachers were each 
presented with an engraved trophy 
by Brother Visitor David Hawke 
and the Executive Director of the 
Lasallian Mission Council, Mr 
Merv McCormack.

The awards recognised ten or more 
or twenty years or more service in 
Lasallian schools.

One of the award recipients, Br 
Gerald Barrett has worked a 
remarkable 43 years as a teacher and 
Principal in six Lasallian schools 
across Australia, including over 10 
years at his current school, La Salle 
Catholic College in Bankstown.

Following the awards presentation, 
the guests gathered in the school 
courtyard for an evening reception 
with hospitality students from La 
Salle Catholic College providing 
outstanding catering for the event.

The Lasallian Mission Council 
expresses its sincere thanks to La 
Salle Catholic College Principal, 
Mr Michael Egan and his staff for 
hosting an event that has now 
become an annual highlight on the 
calendar for Lasallians in Sydney.

We wish all our 
readers a happy 

Christmas and best 
wishes for a successful 

year ahead in 2017



In his role as Religious Education 
Coordinator at St James College 
East Bentleigh, Mr Martin 
Callanan is constantly inspired by 
the words of the Apostle, St James- 
“Faith without good works is 
meaningless”.

Mr Callanan recently returned 
from an immersion trip to the 
remote Indigenous community of 
Balgo Hills in Western Australia, 
leading a group of Year 10 
students on a life-changing 
experience as volunteers in the 
classroom and on sporting 
carnivals and bush excursions at 
Luurnpa Catholic School.

“As Lasallian educators, we have a 
real responsibility to motivate our 
students to step out of their 
comfort zones and make a lasting 
impact in the lives of those less 
fortunate than themselves”, he 
explained.

Upon returning to East Bentleigh, 
Mr Callanan is hard at work 
again, encouraging students to 
help staff a van distributing soup 
to the homeless in Dandenong.

And last term, he was busy 
organising a Mission Action 
Walkathon to raise funds for St 
James’ new twin school, La Salle 
Technical College in Hohola.

Mr Callanan’s zeal for the Lasallian 
mission stretches back eight years 
when he joined the teaching staff at 
St James after spending over 20 
years working in Catholic primary 
schools in Melbourne.

Educated at Salesian College in 
Chadstone, the committed teacher 
quickly appreciated the strong 
similarities between the Salesian 
charism left behind by its Founder, a 
committed educator St Don Bosco 
and that of the Lasallians through 
the Patron Saint of Teachers, St John 
Baptist de la Salle.

“Soon after I joined the staff at St 
James, I was invited to a BBQ at 
the Brothers’ community where 
the great Lasallian scholar Br 
Gerard Rummery took me aside 
and said- ‘Martin, you realise that 
the educational philosophies of St 
John Bosco, especially the 
emphasis upon positive 
relationships between teachers and 
students were already embedded in 
the Lasallian charism centuries 
beforehand”, he chuckled.

“What I think makes the Lasallian 
charism so distinctive is that 
particularly strong emphasis upon 
teachers and youth ministers 
acting like big brothers and big 
sisters to the students under their 
care, touching hearts with their 
genuine concern for others”.

Mr Callanan deepened his 
commitment to the charism early 
into his years at St James College 
through a formation program at 
the old Lasallian retreat centre at 
Narooma on the New South 
Wales’ south coast.

“It was there that I first met the 
Buttimer teacher, Br Jeffrey 
Calligan and I always remember 
him summing up perfectly how De 
La Salle saw the boys beneath the 

Robogals at St Michael’s College
Junior secondary science students 
at St Michael’s College in Adelaide 
have benefited from the support of 
alumni mentors through a popular 
international program aimed at 
encouraging more schoolgirls to 
pursue careers in science and 
technology.

Robogals is a program led by 
tertiary students around the world 
in fields such as engineering and 
information technology who act as 
role models to the students 
through school-based workshops 
held in a fun and supportive 
atmosphere.

In Australia alone, women 
currently make up only 14 percent 
of the engineering workforce and 
the Robogals program is a step 
towards addressing that poor 
representation in the longer term 
through nurturing a love of science 
and technology at the school level.

St Michael’s College alumni and 
Robogals mentors Chelsea and 
Laura Fortuna and Adam Swan 
recently returned to their old 
school to run a fun workshop with 
Ms Carmel Swan’s Year 8 Maths 
class on robotics.

Committed Lasallian: 
Martin Callanan

All three of the alumni are 
undertaking engineering studies at 
the University of Adelaide which is 
one of a number of Australian 
universities participating in the  
Robogals program.

The Head of Department in 
Information Technology at St 
Michael’s College, Mrs Maria 
Cardillo said it was an excellent 
initiative which has helped to 
nurture a greater interest in science 
and technology amongst female 
students.

“Although we are a co-educational 
school, we still find only around 
one fifth of our senior students are 
undertaking STEM (Science 
Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics) courses”, Mrs 
Cardillo explained.

“But we are hoping to shift that 
through programs like Robogals 
because the alumni are easily 
stepping into that role of mentor 
and are helping to nurture a 
passion for science in our junior 
students which will hopefully then 
continue well into their senior 
years as well”.

The Robogals program is also 
available through a number of 
other universities across Australia 
and New Zealand including the 
University of Melbourne, The 
University of NSW, Monash 
University, the University of 
Queensland and the University of 
Auckland.

The courses are all delivered free 
of charge and are available for 

both primary and secondary 
students.

“It really helps to breakdown 
some old outdated stereotypes that 
promoted the idea that maths and 
science were boys’ subjects”, Mrs 
Cardillo added.

“And the involvement of the 
university students is a pivotal part 
of its success”.

rags through his commitment to 
educating the disadvantaged”, he 
added.

Mr Callanan has gained particular 
satisfaction from being able to pass 
the Lasallian charism onto his son, 
Patrick, who has been a committed 
Youth Minister at St Bede’s College 
and also undertaken volunteer 
programs in Balgo.

Martin Callanan now combines his 
work as Religious Education 
Coordinator with that of Lasallian 
Facilitator, a role he shares with 
fellow staff member, Ms Dee O’Neill.

“What I perhaps enjoy the most is 
passing on and nurturing the 
Catholic faith in our students which 
is indeed a great privilege, but can 
also be a great challenge at the same 
time”, Mr Callanan explained.

“A large number of our students 
attended non Catholic primary 
schools and when they arrive at St 
James in Year 7, as religious 
education teachers, we have a great 
responsibility to nurture their faith 
journey and really convey to them 
what it means to be a Catholic in 
the Lasallian tradition”.

“In that sense, this work of God is 
also our work”.
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From helping students prepare 
Christmas cards for prisoners 
through to stocking food vans for 
the homeless, Religious Education 
teacher Mrs Gillian Cook has 
played a pivotal role in the social 
justice program at John Paul 
College in Rotorua during her 20 
years at the Lasallian school.

The energetic teacher combines 
taking eight junior classes at the 
college with postgraduate study 
towards a Masters degree in 
Educational Leadership through 
the Australian Catholic University 
and voluntary work with the St 
Vincent De Paul Society.

But Mrs Cook has never lost her 
enthusiasm and zeal for Catholic 
education and particularly the 
Lasallian charism which was first 
nurtured by one of the late Australian 
De La Salle Brothers who worked for 
some years in New Zealand.

Young Lasallians in New Zealand 
are benefiting greatly through a 
new Alumni group which is 
helping them stay in contact with 
the Lasallian family and its service 
projects while they are studying 
and first entering the workforce.

Lasallian Youth Minister Denis 
Tutaka recently launched Uni La 
Salle as a way of strengthening 
ongoing ties between graduates 
from the three Lasallian schools in 
New Zealand- De La Salle College, 
Mangere, John Paul College 
Rotorua and Francis Douglas 
Memorial College New Plymouth.

“While the schools have tended to 
have their own alumni groups, I 
saw a need too for an all 
encompassing group that would 
help recent graduates, including 
university students and apprentices 
maintain that ongoing connection 
with fellow Lasallians”, Mr Tutaka 
explained.

“The new group has started 
meeting through the University of 
Auckland and they are keeping the 
Lasallian spirit very much alive 
through supporting St Vincent De 
Paul programs for the homeless 
and prison visits around New 
Zealand”.

Uni La Salle’s new committee 
brings together graduates from all 
three schools and Denis Tutaka 
hopes to expand its reach to also 
cover university campuses in 
Wellington soon.

“With many international students 
also coming to New Zealand to 
undertake courses, we are looking 
forward to welcoming them into 
the group too, given some of them 
are also proud graduates of 
Lasallian schools”, he added.

“And I’m sure our social justice 
programs will also appeal to many 
non-Lasallian young adults who 
want to undertake programs to 
help the disadvantaged but may 
have never attended a Lasallian 
school”.

New Young Lasallian 
Alumni Group in New 
Zealand

Around Rotorua with 
Gillian Cook

“Br Owen Mason was a great 
mentor to me when I switched 
from teaching physical education 
to teaching religious education 
about 15 years ago”, Mrs Cook 
explained.

”He really encouraged me to go 
ahead with postgraduate studies 
and he had a profound 
commitment to integrating 
Lasallian values into our social 
justice program at the college”.

“Even though he left Rotorua to 
work in Sydney, he kept in contact, 
encouraging me in my work and 
studies via email and I was 
fortunate to visit him again when 
he was based in Marrickville 
during World Youth Day in 2008”, 
she added.

Mrs Cook recently returned from 
Rome where she undertook some 
of her postgraduate studies in the 
Vatican, spending time with the 
Congregation for Catholic 
Education and benefiting from 
lectures conducted by some of the 
world’s leading scholars in religious 
education.

Mrs Cook believes the social 
justice programs at John Paul 
College are one of its greatest 
assets, inspired by the Lasallian 
commitment to serve those in 
greatest need.

Through the Young Vinnies 
program at the school, students are 
encouraged to support needy 
members of the Rotorua 
community, volunteering to staff 
the Fullfill van each week, 

delivering food parcels to the 
homeless and the disadvantaged.

The program also extends to a 
Food Bank, whereby students are 
encouraged to donate cupboard 
food items to help struggling 
families and to a Christmas Card 
program sent to 300 prisoners in 
New Zealand.

Another key element of the 
program involves regular visits to 
nursing homes offering comfort to 
the elderly and preparing prayer 
blankets for local hospitals.

“The Young Vinnies program takes 
its whole inspiration from that 
central message in Matthew’s 
Gospel”, Mrs Cook explained.

“I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, naked and you 
clothed me, sick and you took care 
of me, in prison and you visited me”.

“And at John Paul College, as a 
Lasallian school, we also nurture 
that commitment to acting as 
brothers and sisters to each other, 
emphasising to our students that 
they are a part of a broader global 
Lasallian family that is marked by its 
religious and cultural diversity but 
united under a common charism”.

“And we see that clearly when our 
teachers go overseas to work in a 
Lasallian school in Cambodia or 
our alumni spend a year 
volunteering at the Luurnpa 
Catholic School in a remote 
Indigenous community in Western 
Australia- we are truly part of a 
global story”.

For a quarter of a century, Kids Helpline has provided 
critical phone and online counselling support to 
generations of young Australians, saving many lives.

Kids Helpline is Australia’s only national 24/7 
counselling service specifically for children and young 
people aged 5 to 25 years, but it relies upon an Art 
Union and public and corporate donations to continue 
its inspiring work.

The yourtown service is having to meet growing 
challenges reaching those in need, with the level of 
youth suicide in Australia increasing by 5 percent over 
the past two years alone, including growing cases of 
suicide amongst teenage girls.

Australian Bureau of Statistics figures also show that 
suicide is sadly the leading cause of death among 
young people aged 12-25, with nearly 400 young 
people taking their lives last year alone.

Indigenous Australians are twice as likely as non 
Indigenous Australians to take their own lives.

Kids Helpline responds to thousands of contacts each 
year related to suicidal thoughts, but sadly there are 
potentially some callers who don’t get through to a 
counsellor because of the high demand for these 
services.

You can help ensure more children and young people 
in need of support can access a Kids Helpline 
counsellor through supporting the yourtown service’s 
Christmas appeal.

Please donate generously to help this Lasallian agency 
continue its pivotal work serving those in greatest 
need- You can find more information through the 
Kids Helpline website- 
www.kidshelpline.com.au/donate

Help support Kids Helpline this Christmas
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Federal Labor MP Mr Chris Hayes 
proudly represents the seat of 
Fowler in south-western Sydney- 
one of Australia’s most culturally 
diverse electorates.
His seat covers suburbs with large 
migrant and refugee communities 
such as Cabramatta and Liverpool.

A proud Old Boy of De La Salle 
College Revesby, Mr Hayes 
believes his schooling played a 
pivotal role in shaping his career 
path into politics.

“There was a particularly strong 
emphasis upon social justice and 
community service at the college 
which was very much nurtured 
through the leadership of the De 
La Salle Brothers”, Mr Hayes 
explained.

“Brother Peter Smyth and Br 
Maurice Salmon, for example, had 
a particularly positive influence on 
me during my time at the school 
because they were men with very 
strong faith convictions and strong 
views on social justice, firmly 
linked to community service”.

“Arrow-catcher” and 
O’Connor Catholic College 
staff member Anthony Kelly 
has set 30 Guinness World 
Records and counting, more 
than any other Australian 
and in so doing has brought 
global attention to his home 
city through his daredevil 
antics.

The energetic Learning Support 
Officer has travelled the globe, 
setting remarkable records from 
catching the most spears from a 
spear gun under water through to 
the most arrows and the most 
tennis balls, both sighted and 
blindfolded.

Visitors to Armidale in northern 
New South Wales will often spot 
international TV crews in town 
with most of them having an 
interview arranged or a Guinness 
Record film-shoot pre-arranged 
with Anthony Kelly.

A proud graduate of the Armidale 
school from the class of 1980, Mr 
Kelly currently works with 

Lasallian Alumni and Guinness 
Record Holder: Anthony Kelly

Lasallian Alumni: Chris Hayes 
He is a former Assistant National 
Secretary of the Australian 
Workers Union and also worked 
as a senior adviser for the Police 
Federation of Australia and New 
Zealand.

Mr Hayes has held a number of 
senior positions in parliament over 
the past decade, including Chief 
Government Whip and 
Parliamentary Representative on 
the Council of the National 
Library of Australia.

He said one of his proudest 
moments as an MP was having 
successfully pushed for the setting 
up of the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme under the 
Gillard Government.

“When I grew up in the 1960s and 
1970s, people with disabilities 
were very much excluded from the 
public policy debates and their 
concerns weren’t properly 
addressed or listened to”, Mr 
Hayes explained.

“So I believe the NDIS was a 
fundamental breakthrough for 

Australians with disabilities and 
their families, offering them the 
critical care and support they 
desperately needed for so long”.

Mr Hayes has maintained a proud 
connection to the Lasallian family 
through his work on the De La 
Salle Canberra Alumni Committee.

The committee organises an 
annual reunion for Alumni from 
Lasallian schools around Australia 
who live or work in the nation’s 
capital.

This includes a Mass dedicated to 
St John Baptist de la Salle, 
followed by a dinner at parliament 
house hosted by Mr Hayes as the 
only current Federal MP who 
attended a Lasallian school.

“I take a lot of personal pride in 
my Lasallian education and I have 
always made it clear from the 
moment I was sworn in as an MP 
that I’m a practising Catholic who 
was educated by the De La Salle 
Brothers and those values have 
fundamentally shaped who I am 
today”.

“It was this commitment to social 
justice, combined with the 
emphasis upon debating and 
public speaking at the school that 
definitely helped lead me into a 
political career”.

After graduating from De La Salle 
College Revesby, Mr Hayes went 
on to study law and industrial 
relations at the University of 
Sydney before pursuing a career in 
the union movement.

students with special needs, 
encouraging them to take up extra 
curricular activities.

He has also been able to direct his 
love for the school into his 
committed work as the college 
archivist and was also well known 
for many years as the school 
groundsman.

Anthony Kelly has been able to 
put his talents to great use at the 
school, having the most coaching 
qualifications of any Australian, 
across a remarkable ten sports and 
holds 15 Blackbelts in martial arts.

Mr Kelly credits a large part of his 
success to his schooling at 
O’Connor Catholic College where 
he received a great deal of 
mentoring and support from the 
De La Salle Brothers and the 
Ursuline Sisters.

“I went through a particularly 
challenging time in Year 10 when 
my father died of cancer and I 
received wonderful support at that 
time from Principals Br John Pill 
and Br John Cantwell”, he 
explained.

“And then after I left school and 
was looking for local work, the 
then Principal Br Garry Coyte put 
tremendous faith in me and asked 
me to take up the massive job of 
groundsman at the college which 
was a really big responsibility for a 
22 year old”.

While not a keen sportsman at 
school, Anthony Kelly developed a 
great love for martial arts later in 
life which was nurtured through the 
encouragement of his wife, Christine 
Shing who also works as a Learning 
Support Officer in Armidale.

Together they manage the popular 
New England Martial Arts Centre 
with their son Taylor which boasts 
over 200 students from the local 
region.

Anthony Kelly attributes his 
super-human reflexes to an 
unusual diet of meat and potatoes 
and good genetics.

He is not one to rest on his laurels 
and is planning 15 more records at 
the moment.

Mr Kelly has also found time to 
conduct reflex-training sessions in 
Lasallian schools including a 
recent visit to St Bede’s College 
Mentone where his long-time 

mentor Br Garry Coyte is the 
current Principal.

Through all his record-breaking 
efforts, Mr Kelly has drawn 
strongly on his personal faith.

“One of my favourite passages 
from scripture is Psalm 91 which I 
read frequently, especially before 
setting each record: ‘You will not 
fear the terror of night, not the 
arrow that flies by day,….A 
thousand may fall at your side, ten 
thousand at your right hand, but it 
will not come near you.”
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In September this year I 
was fortunate enough to 
join the St Bedes’ teachers 
and students on their 
volunteer trip to the De La 
Salle School in 
Sangkhlaburi in Thailand. I 
had heard of other 
volunteer trips where 
different organisations have 
given up their time to go 
overseas and help others in 
need. Being a Builder I have 
always wanted to use my 
skills for a good cause and 
help others. I have always 
thought of it as a genuine 
way to have a symbolic and 
physical impact that could 
have the potential to bring 
all kinds of different people 
together. 

Initially the main challenge for me 
was leaving my wife and two 
daughters for over two weeks. 
Like most parents, the time you 
spend with your family is the time 
where you are most at peace. Not 
to mention the guilt I felt for 
leaving my wife with all of the 
parental duties so I could selfishly 
pursue a life long goal. My wife, 
whose workload was about to be 
doubled by me going away, 
remained completely optimistic 
and supportive and without her 
support, I could not have 
embraced and enjoyed this 
life- changing experience like I did. 
In the lead up to the trip I had to 
keep reminding myself that in a 
year’s time, the short time away 
from my family would be 
insignificant in the whole scheme 
of things.

When I jumped on the bus, ready 
to depart for the airport I was 
basically a stranger to the staff and 
students. The staff were so 
welcoming and inclusive and the 
students appeared to be totally 
open to this whole experience even 
though no one really knew what 
to expect. I instantly felt a part of 
the crew. 

Once we had arrived at our home 
for the next two weeks I was keen 
to start building. I was there to get 
things done. I feel like my 
personality and patience would be 
a strength when we began building 

An Alumni Volunteer in Thailand 
by Patrick Donnellan, Old Collegian from St Bede’s College Mentone

as I knew the resources were 
limited and the language barriers 
would throw up all kinds of 
problems. However, I had no idea 
how difficult this would in fact be. 
Throw in ten new apprentices 
(Students) for their first day of 
work and things got interesting. I 
initially viewed this trip as me 
leading a building team to build 
structures for the school. What I 

didn’t realize was this would be the 
less significant role I would play.    

On reflection, when we 
started to work as a team, 
building for the school, was 
when my admiration for 
the students began. I can 
honestly say there was not one 
student who didn’t give 100% of 
what they were capable of. 
Observing them work, I felt a 
combination of being their friend 
and a parental figure, cautious of 
their feelings and how they were 
going about their jobs. As I was 
the ‘new guy’ I was the subject of 
the students’ jokes and most of 
their daily banter. This enabled me 
to get to know the students better. 
As the days progressed I was so 
proud of the boys and their hard 
work. This was a true reflection of 
their kind hearted intentions of 
giving something back.  

When we had breaks from the 
building site, we embarked on fun 

activities with the school kids and 
for me this is when the real fun 
started. I still cannot articulate 
how wonderful an experience this 
was. Perhaps it is a combination 
of how genuine and beautiful the 
souls of the orphans and teachers 
are, how happy they seemed to be 
without having much at all, how 
friendly and loving they are, or 
how brave they are to open 

themselves up to strangers 
without any reservations, 
knowing full well that they may 
not see many of us again after this 
experience. 

All of the St Bedes crew formed 
friendships with the children of the 
school. Most were lucky enough 
to build one or two extra special 
bonds. I was lucky enough to form 
a special bond with Wanepon, 
who is a beautiful 12 year old girl. 
Although we didn’t speak the same 
language it didn’t matter. Her kind 
soul, generosity and love of life 
were infectious. The trip brought 
many emotional ups and downs 
along the way. On one particular 
night I was missing my family 
terribly and also upset that I was 
about to leave all of these people 
behind, people I had genuinely 
made remarkable and everlasting 
relationships with. I found myself 
questioning the experience. Was 
the experience more beneficial for 
me or for them? These feelings 

were quickly put to the side as I 
witnessed the St Bede’s staff and 
students experiencing the same 
questions/feelings. On our last 
night we had a beautiful ceremony 
to celebrate our trip. It was a 
therapeutic way of uniting the 
students of the school and the St 
Bede’s crew for life. It also enabled 
us to say goodbye.  

Now that we are home, I really 
hope the students of St Bede’s 
know how truly proud I am of 
them. And if they ever needed 
anything from me all they need to 
do is ask. I miss their daily banter 
and know I have made everlasting 
friendships with the boys. When I 
ask myself who the experience 
benefited more…..myself or the 
students of the De La Salle School, 

I am still unsure. If I was 
asked to do it again, I would 
do it in a heartbeat. If I was 
ever asked do I recommend 
this experience, I would say 
“If it does not challenge 
you, it won’t change you 
and progress is impossible 
without change”. 

Thank you again to St Bede’s 
College Principal Brother Garry 
Coyte for enabling me to fulfil a 
life long goal and be a part of this 
amazing and unique experience. 
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The Lasallian Mission Council 
would like to express its deep 
gratitude to schools across Sydney 
that have responded generously to 
an appeal for books and other 
teaching resources to assist our 
fellow Lasallian schools in Papua 
New Guinea.

20 primary and secondary schools 
have donated books, furniture, 
uniforms, stationery and teaching 
resources over recent months to 
distribute to those in greatest need 
in PNG.

It follows a highly effective 
Stationery Drive in Term 3, led by 
Lasallian Youth Ministers across 
the eight Sydney Lasallian schools 
with students donating truck-loads 
of pens, pencils and other resources 
bound for classrooms in PNG.

We are most grateful to De La 
Salle College Revesby Principal, 
Mr Tim Logue for setting aside 

Generous response to PNG Book Drive

It started as a small experiment 
with six senior students just seven 
years ago.

But the Lasallians Without Borders 
immersion program at Oakhill 
College has  grown in that short 
timeframe to now involve over 80 
Year 11 students who recently 
returned from a life-changing 
experience as volunteers in India 
and the Philippines.

And the growing popularity of the 
program is in no small part due to 
the remarkable ongoing leadership 
shown by one of its pioneers, 
Oakhill College’s Solidarity and 
Social Justice Coordinator, Mr 
Chris Goodman.

The dedicated Religious Education 
and Technology and Applied 
Studies (TAS) teacher has taught at 
the Castle Hill school for over 20 
years and saw a real need for a 
structured immersion program for 
senior students where they could 
step out of their comfort zones 
and put the Lasallian commitment 
to combating disadvantage into 
action.

“It all started in 2008 when I 
travelled with a group of other 
Oakhill College teachers and with 
Miranda Chow and Br Paul Smith 
from the Lasallian Foundation on 
a reconnaissance trip to India and 
Sri Lanka visiting communities 

Committed Lasallian: Chris Goodman

there to work out how we could 
put this plan into practice”, Mr 
Goodman explained.

“We took our first group of 
students the following year and it 
has now become very much part 
of the culture of the school with 
Year 7 students indicating from 
day one that they want to be part 
of the program in their senior 
years”.

60 Year 11 students gave up their 
recent spring holidays to help 
build new health and aged care 

facilities for the De La Salle 
Brothers in Tamil Nadu state in 
southern India, while another 21 
students worked as volunteers at 
Lasallian schools near Bacolod 
City in the Philippines.

Mr Goodman said the immersion 
program has helped shape the 
career paths of many students at 
Oakhill College over recent years.

“The students will come back 
from working in an orphanage for 
students with disabilities in India 
and some realise that they’re called 
to a career in nursing or some area 
of healthcare”, he said.

“And so the whole experience 
helps clarify in their minds what 
they can do to continue that 
Lasallian tradition of community 
service”.

Chris Goodman said the 
immersion program has had a 
fundamental impact upon the lives 
of Oakhill College staff members, 
accompanying the students as well.

“In the eight years we’ve run the 
program, 40 staff have got 
involved and it has also given them 
a much clearer understanding of 
the global Lasallian family and 
then they’ve been able to bring 
that back to the classroom and 
pass that onto the students as 
well”, he added.

Mr Goodman’s strong leadership of 
social justice programs at Oakhill 
College also extends to the local 
community including an annual 
Christmas hamper to help homeless 
families at the San Miguel Home 
near Richmond, run by the 
Lasallian welfare agency yourtown.

Oakhill College has also formed 
close ties with an Indigenous 
primary school in the inner Sydney 
suburb of Redfern with Design 
and Technology students recently 
helping to construct a new 
playground for the students there.

“I’ve definitely got the best job in 
the world”, Chris Goodman 
explains with a broad smile 
surrounded by artwork senior 
students have compiled, based on 
their immersion visits to India and 
the Philippines.

‘And I gain so much satisfaction 
from seeing the students put the 
Gospel values of service into 
action and from alumni embarking 
on the Share the Mission and 
Volunteer La Salle programs after 
they leave Oakhill College”.

“To see students go on to teach in 
remote Indigenous communities 
and some of our current Year 12 
students eager to volunteer next 
year in Papua New Guinea and 
Thailand- that’s definitely the most 
rewarding part of the job”.

storage space at his school and to 
All Saints Liverpool and De La 
Salle College Caringbah for 
donating classrooms-worth of 
furniture as part of the resources 
campaign.

This follows a highly successful 
campaign last year in which 11 
Sydney schools made generous 
donations which have since been 
distributed to those in greatest 
need in Papua New Guinea.

This year, we are also grateful to 
Killara High School, Kuringgai 
Creative Arts High School, Our 
Lady of Mercy College Burraneer, 
Casimir College, De La Salle 
College Ashfield and Oakhill 
College for donating secondary 
textbooks and other teaching 
resources.

St Michael’s College in Adelaide 
has also kindly sent donations of 
uniforms to assist schools in PNG.

Primary schools across Sydney 
have also responded generously to 
the campaign this year with large 
donations received so far from 
Villa Maria Catholic Primary 
School in Hunters Hill, St 
Therese’s in Denistone, St Mary’s 
Star of the Sea in Hurstville, St 
Martha’s in Strathfield, St 
Michael’s in Daceyville, St John 
Vianney’s in Greenacre, St Mark’s 
in Drummoyne, St Francis Xavier’s 

in Ashbury, Blessed Sacrament 
Primary in Clifton Gardens, St 
Brigid’s Primary in Marrickville 
and Marion Catholic Primary 
School in Horsley Park.

The Lasallian Mission Council is 
currently arranging a shipping 
container to accommodate the 
resources which will be sent to 
PNG early in Term 1, 2017.
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Students at Alban’s Academy 
in the Pakistani city of Multan 
will benefit through greater 
access to clean drinking water 
and urgent building repairs as 
a result of generous 
fundraising at Oakhill College 
in Sydney.

The Castle Hill school recently 
signed a Twinning agreement 
with the fellow Lasallian 
school in Pakistan, helping to 
forge closer ties between 
students and teachers across 
our District.

As part of a Mission Action 
campaign last term, Oakhill 
College students spent six 
weeks collecting sponsorship 
money before embarking on a 
15 kilometre walkathon 
around Castle Hill to raise 
critical funds to support their 
new twin school.

At a whole school assembly at 
Oakhill College, Brother 
Visitor David Hawke was 
presented with a cheque for 
$62,000 which will go directly 

As you begin your online Christmas 
shopping, why not support the 
Lasallian Foundation and its vital 
aid projects across the Asia-Pacific 
region through Shopnate.

Shopnate (www.shopnate.com.au)  
allows you to direct a commission 
from your online purchases with 
major retailers towards your 
nominated charity.

Oakhill College rallies behind its 
new Twin School in Pakistan

towards improving facilities at 
Alban’s Academy which many 
Australian students take for 
granted.

“The students responded so 
generously to the campaign, 
particularly once they could 
see such a critical need there at 
our fellow Lasallian school in 
Multan, where the parents 
struggle to cover a weekly fee 
of only two to three dollars”, 
explained the Solidarity and 
Social Justice Coordinator at 
Oakhill College, Mr Chris 
Goodman.

“The college community also 
had a lot of fun as well, 
dressing up as their favourite 
superheros for the walkathon, 
while raising funds to support 
such a worthy cause at the 
same time”.

Funds raised through the 
Mission Action campaign at 
Oakhill College will go 
directly towards a new toilet 
block, clean drinking water, 
urgent building repairs and 
computers in classrooms at 
Alban’s Academy.

Support the Lasallian Foundation this Christmas through Shopnate

De La Salle College Revesby has 
embraced a whole-school approach 
towards tackling violence against 
women and girls as part of the 
innovative White Ribbon Program, 
Breaking the Silence.

Through this national program 
which started in 2009, students 
are encouraged to take a 
leadership role in fostering a 
respectful society in their schools 
and communities which condemns 
domestic violence, sexual 
harassment and assault and 
promotes a safe, inclusive 
environment for all.

Through the support of Sydney 
Catholic Schools, teachers at De 
La Salle College Revesby 
undertook a series of professional 
workshops through White Ribbon 
late last year, aimed at providing 
them with the resources needed to 
embed models of respectful 
relationship across the school 
culture and all classroom activities.

Teachers and executive school 
leaders have then been able to 
implement what they have learned 
in the workshops through White 
Ribbon presentations at whole 
school assemblies and pastoral 
lessons led by year coordinators.

The students have also become 
actively involved through a 
Mufti-Day White Ribbon 
fundraiser and a Training Day 
targeted at Year 10 students, 
aimed at encouraging them to 
model respectful relationships to 
junior students in Year 7.

De La Salle Revesby embraces White 
Ribbon Program in Schools

The Training Workshop was led 
by White Ribbon Ambassador Mr 
Dale Palmer who played a pivotal 
role in implementing the school-
based program as former Principal 
of Endeavour Sports High School 
in southern Sydney in 2009.

Mr Palmer led the De La Salle 
Revesby students through a series 
of group activities covering 
respectful relationships and ways 
they could then act as role models 
in this area for students across the 
junior secondary years.

“I would strongly encourage other 
schools to get involved in the 
Breaking the Silence Program”, 
explained De La Salle Revesby 
teacher, Mrs Lacy McCormack 
who helped organise the workshop 
for the Year 10 students.

”It’s a really effective way to 
develop a culture of respect in a 
school community and with 
teachers having such busy 
workloads, the program is 
essentially led by the White 
Ribbon ambassadors who provide 
all the support and online 
resources you need to then 
implement it effectively in the 
classroom”, she added.

“I believe one of the greatest 
strengths of the program is the 
way in which it empowers the 
senior students to act as role 
models in their schools and that 
fits in very well within our 
Lasallian tradition as they act like 
big brothers to the juniors”.

And you don’t pay a cent extra with 
the retailer paying the commission 
which is then passed on directly to 
the Lasallian Foundation.

Hundreds of major retailers have 
signed up to Shopnate including 
Amazon, David Jones, Booktopia, 
Interflora and Dan Murphys.

As growing numbers of consumers 
turn to online shopping this 

Christmas, it is easy to shop with 
your favourite retailer and support 
the Lasallian Foundation at the 
same time through Shopnate.

Your decision will help make a 
real difference in the lives of 
disadvantaged communities in 
countries such as Pakistan, Papua 
New Guinea, Sri Lanka and 
Cambodia. 

You will be improving living 
standards and working to ensure that 
school students in many countries 
across the Asia-Pacific region can 
access a quality education to give 
them a real start in life.

Happy Shopnate shopping!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Australia
2016

Camp La Salle Sydney
7-9 December

Camp La Salle Adelaide
14-16 December

2017
Lasallian Student Leader Seminar,
Collaroy NSW
16-20 January 
Lasallian Leaders Gathering, Wollongong 
NSW
26-28 February
Lasallian Youth Gathering, De La Salle 
Ashfield
10-14 July

Pakistan
2016

Recollection Day for Christian 
Teachers
17 December

Outreach for Youth Volunteers
18 December

2017
Induction program for new Lasallian 
Teachers
25 March
Induction program for new Lasallian 
Teachers (part 2)
8 September

New Zealand
2017

Lasallian Heritage program- Rotorua
27 April
Shared Brothers/ Partners Retreat- 
Auckland
9 July
Lasallian Womens Symposium- 
Auckland
16-19 July

16
ISSUE

• PARC Educators Conference

• Share the Mission Induction

• Lasallian Student Leaders Seminar

• Around South Sudan with Br Bill 
Firman

To contribute to the newsletter, please 
contact, Michael Kenny
LMC Communications Officer 
michaelkenny@delasalle.org.au

DE LA SALLE BROTHERS
PROvINCIAL OFFICE
P O Box 3485, Bankstown Square, NSW 
2200, Australia
E: admin@delasalle.org.au
T: +61 2 9795 6400

In the next issue 
(February 2017):

A life-long Lasallian:
Monsignor William Mullins

Over those seven decades, 
Monsignor Mullins has worked 
in the Vatican alongside two 
Popes, taught De La Salle novices 
in Sydney and seminarians in 
Adelaide, undertaken a doctorate 
in the United States and worked 
both as a primary and a secondary 
teacher in Lasallian schools around 
Australia.

Now at the age of 92, he continues 
to work part-time, offering critical 
pastoral support to Catholic priests 
who decide to leave religious life 
and wish to continue practising 
their faith.

“Priesthood is a sacrament, just 
as baptism and marriage are 
sacraments and so there is a 
clear process we need to follow 
to provide that ongoing support 
to these men and I have found 
this work extremely rewarding”, 
explained Monsignor Mullins from 
his offices at the Polding Centre in 
central Sydney.

Through compiling extensive 
documentation on each case which 
is forwarded as far as the Pope 
himself, Monsignor Mullins has 
offered support to 17 men over 

the past decade with many of them 
having their marriages blessed by 
the Catholic Church.

“While these men are dispensed of 
their vows, they can still hear the 
confession of a dying Catholic and 
provide them with absolution which 
is a great blessing for them as well”.

As he reflects back on seven decades 
of active ministry, Monsignor 
Mullins said he has always carried 
the Lasallian tradition with him 
which he has cherished since his 
childhood.

“I came from a strong Lasallian 
family and four of my brothers 
were also Old Boys of De La Salle 
Ashfield”, he explained.

“I was really inspired by the De 
La Salle Brothers who taught me 
and their care and dedication to 
the students under their care, to 
such an extent that I enrolled in the 
novitiate when I was 13”, he added.

It was a golden era for religious 
vocations and during his years as 
a secondary teacher at De La Salle 
College Malvern, William Mullins 
was one of 17 De La Salle Brothers 
in his community as he continued 

his studies part-time through the 
University of Melbourne.

Recognised as a talented teacher 
and theologian, then Br William 
was appointed in 1970 to a 
position on the newly-established 
Vatican Congregation for Catholic 
Education under Pope Paul VI.

It was to be the start of 15 years 
of work in the Vatican where 
Monsignor Mullins earned such 
a high level of respect that he was 
promoted to the rank of Prelate of 
Honour to his Holiness by Pope 
John Paul 2 in 1986.

“I was very fortunate in that I got 
to know Pope John Paul 2 well in 
that role”, he explained.

“He was such a warm, friendly 
and gregarious man and when 
my parents visited Rome, he gave 
them a blessing to mark their 60th 
wedding anniversary which was 
of course, a great moment for our 
family”.

Monsignor Mullins has captured 
first hand how dramatically the 
Catholic Church has changed over 
recent decades in his memoirs, 
published in 2011, especially as a 
result of the landmark reforms of 
the Second Vatican Council in the 
1960s.

But he is very optimistic about the 
future and is particularly inspired 
by some of the lay leaders he 
meets today.

“I recently spoke with the 
Australian Catholic University 

Proud De La Salle College Ashfield alumni, Monsignor 
William Mullins is a remarkable priest who has spent over 
70 years in active ministry across three continents, first as a 
De La Salle Brother and later as a Diocesan Priest.

Vice Chancellor, Professor Greg 
Craven who has now been 
appointed to the same position 
I held on the Vatican Education 
Commission in the 1970s which is 
very encouraging”, he explained.

“And within the Lasallian family 
too, I see so many alumni from our 
schools, who may not be De La 
Salle Brothers, but love the charism 
so deeply and treasure their school 
memories so strongly, that they want 
to keep the spirit very much alive for 
the next generations as well”.

“Once a Lasallian, 
always a Lasallian”.
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