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“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

ANZPPNG

Youth ministry programs have been 
greatly enhanced through the appoint-
ment of American theologian and 
campus minister Amanda Proulx as 
Assistant Director of Formation for 
Young Lasallians.

Amanda, who was campus minister 
at La Salle Academy in Providence, 
Rhode Island, has taken up her posi-
tion in Sydney today.

“I’m excited to be working in such a 
dynamic district of the Lasallian fam-
ily”, Amanda explains.

“I’m really looking forward to visit-
ing schools and meeting with Young 
Lasallians from across Australia, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea 
and Pakistan in my new role”.

Late last year the Brothers received 
the 2015 Rule which was approved 
by the 45th General Chapter and the 
Holy See. Whole the Rule is written 
specifically for the Brothers, it con-
textualizes their life in today’s realities 
and emphasises that collaboration 
between the Brothers and Lasallian 
Partners is paramount. Throughout 
this revised Rule the role and signif-
icance of Lasallian Partners in the 
Lasallian educational mission is noted 
in several places. However it is in the 
final chapter; “Brothers Today” that 
the Brothers affirm the collaborative 
mission in which we are all engaged. 
I quote from the Rule for your infor-
mation and reflection.

“Today, with their Partners, the Broth-
ers wish to respond in a creative way 
to the educational and spiritual needs 
of young people, especially of those 
who are most vulnerable. (Rule 153)”

“With no thought of turning back, 
John Baptist de La Salle and his Broth-
ers opened a path to holiness for all 
educators. The Brothers, the first 
guardians of the Lasallian charism, 
are happy to see numerous Partners 

Dear Lasallians
wishing to deepen the knowledge of 
the Founder revealed in his life, spir-
ituality and work.

In the growth of association with men 
and women who walk side-by-side 
with them and identify themselves as 
the sons and daughters of John Bap-
tist de La Salle, they see a sign of the 
times which fills them with hope. 
(Rule 157)”

“The Brothers with the Partners base 
their pastoral ministry of Lasallian 
vocations on the conviction that the 
Lord still calls today labourers to 
work in his vineyard. (Rule 159)”

“Today, the Founder still calls to 
us, continuing to inspire all men 
and women who identify with him. 
(Rule 160)”

As 2016 unfolds may we be mindful 
that across our four District countries 
we respond to the needs of young peo-
ple and others mindful of the inspiring 
words of the Rule quoted above.

Br David Hawke FSC
Visitor

The year past, 2015, was a terrific 
building one for LMS, and we’re 
rightly proud of a number of 
developments which took place 
during the year. First and foremost, 
as always, was the building of the 
team itself, which was always 
going to be fundamental in helping 
serve the needs of the District. As 
Br Garry Coyte reminded me at 
LLG15, ‘’…it was time for action, 
not words”. And so, the arrival in 
Australia of Ms. Amanda Proulx 
from the USA to commence her 
role as Assistant Director (Young 
Lasallians), now completes the 
team. Despite Amanda arriving in 
Sydney separate from her luggage 
(one bag found its way to Paris, 
and the other is still missing in 
action after more than two weeks), 
she has been quickly and quietly 
familiarising herself with the 
‘Downunder’ Lasallian culture. 

We also welcome the following 
new Principals to the ranks of our 
leaders: Mr Brett Horton 
(Scarborough); Mr Craig Mooney 
(Cronulla); Mr Philip Scollard 

(Lakemba); Mr Jonathan Byrne 
(Acting Principal, Oakhill); and Mr 
Gerard Tonti-Filippini (Acting 
Principal, Balgo Hills). Sincere 
welcome is also offered to all new 
staff members who have joined 
Lasallian schools or works for 
2016. I hope your association with 
us is rich and rewarding, 
personally and professionally.

We’ve planned a great year ahead, 
highlighted by events such as the 
Lasallian Leaders’ Gathering (LLG16 
in Melbourne) and the inaugural 
Lasallian Educators’ Conference 
(Perth). Our Formation team has 
worked hard at developing its 
programs and will continue to seek 
feedback in refining courses and 
services to best serve your needs.

I hope everyone has a 
terrific year ahead. 
Enjoy the ride!

Merv McCormack
Executive Director
Lasallian Mission Council

Welcome Back!
It’s a pleasure to offer words of welcome on behalf 
of my colleagues in the Lasallian Mission Services’ 
(LMS) team. I hope the Christmas vacation was 
just that- an opportunity to rest, retreat, recreate, 
escape, or various combinations of the above.

U-S Campus Minister joins Lasallian team
Amanda holds a Master’s degree in 
Pastoral Ministry from the Boston 
College School of Theology and Min-
istry and has extensive experience as 
a campus minister and religious stud-
ies teacher at La Salle Academy.

Amanda has also played a key role in 
vocations ministry for the School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame over the past three 
years and is a former youth minister 
at St Mark’s Parish in Sutton, Maine.

Amanda has also completed studies 
through the Buttimer Institute of 
Lasallian Studies and has taught 
Christian Scriptures, Lasallian Dis-
cipleship and Vocation.

She greatly admires the way the Young 
Lasallians work in such diverse con-

texts in our district from the urban 
centres of Melbourne and Auckland 
through to remote communities in 
Western Australia and the Highlands 
region of Papua New Guinea.

“But there are universal principles 
which unite all youth ministers no 
matter where they are working”, 
Amanda explains.

“We are all called to value the indi-
viduality of each young person no 
matter what culture or context we are 
working in around the world and I’m 
looking forward to building upon the 
great work that is being undertaken 
in our district and bringing some fresh 
insights and perspectives to it based 
upon my own background in campus 
ministry in the United States”.



BoysTown program 
reaching out to 
Indigenous jobseekers
BoysTown’s Employment Service is 
helping to generate long term 
opportunities for Indigenous job 
seekers around the country 
through a carefully targeted 
program run in conjunction with 
Indigenous service provider 
Generation One and the federal 
government.

Run across 23 sites around 
Australia,the Vocational Training 
and Employment centres provide 
training and ongoing mentorship for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders in many areas including 
hospitality, retail, trade, property 
and business services.

A group of Young Lasallians have 
spent a fortnight of their summer 
holidays engaging with the local 
community and helping with 
volunteer projects at Balgo Hills in 
the remote Kimberley region of 
Western Australia.

The eight volunteers have been 
helping with general maintenance 
projects and lawn mowing around 
the Luurnpa Catholic School, the 
Kutjungka Trade Training Centre 
and the Brothers Community at 
Balgo Hills.

Summer Volunteer 
Program Thriving 
at Balgo

The team is being led by Madeleine 
Ewin and Henry Jones who have 
both travelled to Balgo on two 
previous occasions through the 
Volunteer La Salle program.

“We’ve gained a great respect and a 
deep appreciation for Indigenous 
culture and everyday life in a remote 
community”, Madeleine explains.

“Some of the young children have 
shown us the local rock art and we’ve 
learned about Indigenous law and 
customs including initiation ceremonies 
for the young people here”.

Henry says the volunteers felt 
spiritually uplifted after attending 
a Vigil mass with the community 
which incorporated aspects of 
Indigenous spirituality into the 
ceremony.

But he says they have also seen 
first hand the struggles faced by 
the local community at Balgo.

“The cost of living can be very 
expensive here and you see that in 
the high price of groceries”, 
Henry explains.

“And yet at the same time, the 
residents here are struggling to get 
by with a lot of the young children 
walking around without shoes and 
with poor clothing.”

Henry says the program has had a 
marked impact on the volunteers, 
many of whom have indicated they 
would like to come back to Balgo 
to help again in the future.

“Some of them have told us they 
would like to come back for the 
next volunteer program in July”, 
Henry adds.

Through the program, BoysTown 
works with employers to identify 
their labour needs and training 
requirements.

The agency then provides practical 
work preparation programs for 
180 Indigenous jobseekers to help 
them meet each employer’s 
requirements and ongoing 
personal support, mentoring and 
coaching during their first six 
months in the job.

BoysTown has recruited many 
Indigenous staff to work as 
mentors on the program who can 
provide culturally appropriate 
support.

One of the Indigenous mentors in 
the program,, Darren Knight says 
he has seen first hand how 

effective the program has been at 
combating intergenerational 
unemployment.

“I saw a father and son who were 
both looking for work end up 
running a family-run construction 
business on the Gold Coast”, he 
explains.

“The program caters for such a 
broad age range of jobseekers. I’ve 
seen everyone from 15 to 55 years 
of age benefiting from it”.

Another Indigenous mentor Renee 
Mann says she has been amazed at 
the swift progress made by many of 
the participants.

“I only started working at 
BoysTown six months ago, but 
I’ve seen apprentice painters go on 

to set up their own businesses as a 
result of this program”.

St Bede’s Students and Staff 
rebuild homes in India
A group of 12 senior students and 
four staff members from St Bede’s 
College Mentone have used part of 
their summer holidays to help 
rebuild five homes in India’s Tamil 
Nadu state.

The St Bede’s team arrived in India 
in early December and completed 

During their visit to the 
region, the students and 
staff also visited an 
orphanage and a hostel 
which offers support for 
HIV positive children.

They earned great praise 
from members of the local 
community for the hard 
work and support they 
have provided to some of 
the most disadvantaged 
areas of India.

the building project in G 
Kallupatti and Genguvarpatti on 
21 December.

They worked hard at every stage 
of the project from laying the 
foundations through to ensuring 
the communities had access to 
septic tanks.
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A team of energetic Young 
Lasallians have begun year-long 
placements in Perth, Auckland and 
the remote Kimberley region of 
Western Australia under the Share 
the Mission program.

Now in its 13th year, the program 
allows volunteers to spend a year 
working with often marginalised 
youth in three schools- La Salle 
College, Middle Swan, De La Salle 
College, Mangere East and Luurnpa 
Catholic School in Balgo Hills.

The nine Young Lasallians have all 
undergone a week-long induction 
program at Cronulla in Sydney 
covering a wide range of areas 
including their role as Lasallian 
volunteers, the importance of 
prayer and reflection and child 
protection legislation.

One of the volunteers, Oakhill 
College graduate Meryla Lowther 
is embarking on her second year as 
a Share the Mission volunteer, 
having just completed one year at 
La Salle College in Middle Swan.

At the Perth college, Meryla 
provided invaluable support to 

A group of four De La Salle 
Brothers have shared remarkable 
insights into their work at a 
seminar for senior secondary 
students, ranging from counselling 
death row inmates in Singapore 
through to offering comfort to 
AIDS patients in San Francisco.

Brothers Paul Rogers, Colin 
Griffin, Patrick McCarthy and 
Mandy Dujunco have revealed 
their inspiring stories during a 
panel discussion at the Lasallian 
Student Leadership Seminar in 
Sydney.

Br Colin Griffin shared some 
insights into his work as director of 
Lasallian schools in a 
predominately Muslim country like 
Pakistan where the schools take a 
highly inclusive approach to their 
curriculum and strongly promote 
the values of our Founder St John 
Baptist De La Salle.

Br Paul Rogers spoke about his 
pastoral work with death row 
inmates at Changi Prison in 
Singapore.

“Within six months of working 
there, I knew all the inmates by 
name”, Br Paul told the students.

“I remember arriving at the jail on 
a Wednesday after the inmates had 
simply been told ‘Friday’ by the 
guards, meaning they were to be 
executed that same week”.

“I saw people in their rawest state 
and that has never left me”.

Fellow Sydney-based Brother Pat 
McCarthy also shared some 
moving insights into his work as a 
psychologist across the United 
States and Europe.

He spent time as a counsellor with 
AIDS patients at San Francisco 
General Hospital, seeing many 
young men perish in their 20s and 
30s because no cure could be 
found for the illness.

“I learned more from working with 
those patients than I had in the 
decades I had spent before that as a 
teacher and principal in Sydney”, Br 
Pat explained.

The Melbourne-born Brother went 
on to play a pivotal role in the 
establishment of the Kids Helpline 
which is marking its 25th 
anniversary this year.

“I’ll never forget the first day we 
opened it”, Br Pat explained.

“We didn’t know if we’d get even 
100 phone calls, but we received 10 
thousand calls on that day in 
Queensland alone”.

“So we quickly trained up another 
60 counsellors and Kids Helpline is 
now one of the greatest works the 
De La Salle Brothers have been 
involved in in Australia”.

 Philippines-born Br Mandy 
Dujunco, who is currently working 
on vocations ministry in Australia, 

says he didn’t initially see himself 
becoming a De La Salle Brother 
during his high school years.

“My parents wanted me to work in 
their family business making 
noodles”, he explained.

“But one of the Brothers at my 
school pointed out how that would 
be a boring life, focused purely on 
making money and that led me to 
consider a religious vocation”.

Br Mandy has worked as a 
Principal in the Philippines and 
Myanmar and he says being a De 
La Salle Brother has helped him 
appreciate so many different 
cultures and ways of life that he 
may never have experienced had he 
followed a business career.

Share the Mission Volunteers embark 
on their year-long placements

many Indigenous students at the 
boarding school and compiled a 
weekly newsletter and regular 
video blogs on her work.

Meryla will now spend this year as 
a volunteer in the remote 
Indigenous community of Balgo 
Hills in Western Australia’s 
Kimberley region.

“I spent two weeks at Balgo on a 
shorter Volunteer La Salle trip and 
I couldn’t wait to return”, Meryla 
explains.

“I had only scratched 
the surface and I am 
now really looking 
forward to more fully 
immersing myself in 
Indigenous culture and 
traditions”.

While on her volunteer stint at 
Balgo, Meryla will be continuing 
her studies in English literature 
and education online, with plans 
to one day return to the 
community as a teacher.

Alongside Meryla in Balgo will be 
two graduates from De La Salle 
College in Mangere East in 
Auckland, Reginald Samuelu and 
Scott Lealaisalnoa.

The two students from Pacific 
Island backgrounds say they feel a 
natural affinity to Australia’s 
Indigenous peoples and want to 
make a lasting contribution as 
volunteers in a remote community.

“It may come as a bit of a culture 
shock at first though”, Scott concedes.

“And we’re a bit anxious about the 
snakes and spiders we’ve heard 
about up there that we never come 
across in New Zealand”, he laughs.

St Bede’s College Mentone is also 
well represented in this year’s Share 
the Mission team with four 
volunteers.

Three St Bede’s graduates, 
Aleksander Grizelj, Matthew Blake 
and Dominic Kenny will be 
working at La Salle College in 
Middle Swan.

A fellow St Bede’s graduate, Adam 
Heaton will be spending the year in 
New Zealand at De La Salle 
College Mangere.

Oakhill graduate Sidney Chan will 
spend a year at Balgo Hills and La 
Salle College Middle Swan graduate 
Jake Taylor will be a volunteer at 
De La Salle College Mangere.

De La Salle Brothers share their 
inspiring stories with senior students
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Lasallian outreach to asylum seekers

Lasallian Alumni: 
Mike Bailey
Veteran journalist and long-time 
ABC weather presenter Mike 
Bailey says he started seriously 
considering a career in the media 
during his senior school years at 
De La Salle College Ashfield.

“The Principal at the time, Brother 
Peter McIntosh, encouraged me to 
compere Speech Night in Year 11 
and 12”, Mike explains.

“As soon as I left school at 18, I 
became a news reporter and never 
looked back from there”.

Mike has worked for Channels 
Nine and Seven, the Sun Herald 
and music and talkback programs 
for 2GB, 2KY and ABC radio.

He has also lectured in electronic 
journalism at Macleay College and 
worked as a consultant to the 
NSW Government.

Mike also spent some of his high 
school years at De La Salle College 
in Bankstown and has a lot of 
fond memories from his Lasallian 
education.

Lasallian Alumni- 
Australia’s Top 
Tenor-Mark Vincent 
For a young man of only 21, De 
La Salle Caringbah and Cronulla 
graduate Mark Vincent stands out 
for not only his incredible talent as 
a singer, but also for his great 
humility and selfless charity work.

Since winning Australia’s Got Talent 
at the age of 15, Mark has gone on 
to release six albums, selling in 
excess of 500 thousand albums.

He has performed at seven Carols 
in the Domain in Sydney, including 
a memorable duet of the carol 
“The Holy City” last year with 
Jemma Rix.

Over recent years, he has also 
embarked on a highly successful 
musical theatre career, starring in 
‘Dirty Dancing’ to packed theatres 
around Australia.

He was also selected to sing at the 
Prime Minister’s memorial service 
for the victims of the Martin Place 
Siege in Sydney.

Mark attributes a lot of his 
success to the great support and 
encouragement he received 
through Lasallian schools.

“I had a great Principal at De La 
Salle Caringbah, Gary Burrows, 
who saw I had a real passion for 
the arts and worked with the staff 

A group of De La Salle Brothers 
in Melbourne have been playing a 
major part in a volunteer program 
teaching English to adult asylum 
seekers on bridging visas.

The program at St Mary’s Parish 
Centre in Dandenong and the 
Noble Park Aquatic Centre was 
established in 2005 to help 
asylum seekers who can not 
access government English classes 
because of visa restrictions.

Brothers Peter Gilfedder, 
Lawrence King (pictured) and 

“It had a major impact on me, 
especially the great commitment 
the De La Salle Brothers have to 
social justice and following the 
example of St John Baptist De La 
Salle of reaching out to the poor 
and the disadvantaged”, he said.

Mike has maintained a close 
association with his former schools 
and was Master of Ceremonies at 
a dinner in 2006 marking the 
Centenary of the De La Salle 
Brothers in Australia.

He believes the values that were 
instilled in him throughout his 
high school years helped shape his 
decision to act as a Master of 
Ceremonies for charity events for 
organisations such as Care Flight 
and the Prince of Wales Medical 
Research Institute.

He also has a strong interest in 
tackling climate change and stood 
unsuccessfully as a Federal Labor 
candidate in the seat of North 
Sydney in 2007.

Mike says his Lasallian education 
helped to greatly nurture his 
Catholic faith.

He now works as Executive 
Officer to the Vicar General and 
the Chancellor of the Archdiocese 
of Sydney and also writes a weekly 
column for the Catholic Weekly.

“I find it really rewarding to write 
for a newspaper where I can 
express important views that don’t 
get the same coverage in the 
secular media, especially through 
areas like talkback radio where 
there is often only one side of an 
issue presented on social justice 
issues like the treatment of 
refugees and asylum seekers”, 
Mike adds.

there to help me along as much as 
he could”, Mark explains.

“And then later on at De La Salle 
Cronulla, we had master classes in 
music with extra teachers coming 
in from the Conservatorium of 
Music which was really inspiring”.

Mark says he draws heavily upon 
the strong values that were 
instilled in him through his 
Lasallian education.

“We were taught to always respect 
the dignity of others, that you need 
to give in order to receive and that 
you should always be true to 
yourself”, he said.

“I particularly remember the strong 
values that were passed on by Br 
Luke Coyle who was a great mentor 
to me through the schools and sadly 
passed away a few years ago”.

Since leaving school, Mark has 
enthusiastically supported a number 
of charity projects and is an 
Ambassador for the Save Our Sons 
Foundation which helps to raise 
funding and awareness to find a cure 
for Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.

He is also helping to raise funds 
for the Victor Chang Cardiac 
Research Institute in Sydney.

The talented classical singer is now 
looking forward to the next chapter 
in his amazing career, including 
many overseas performances.

“My dream over the next couple 
of years is to perform more across 
Europe and the United States and 
to take my success beyond 
Australian shores”.

“I say to people of my generation- 
give this music a chance because 
you will be surprised at how it can 
move you, speak to you”.

“These are songs which have the 
ability to transcend several 
generations and their lyrics are 
simply timeless.”

Calixtus Cusack have been 
teaching in the program for the 
past two years.

Brother Alf Zoanetti and 
Brother Hilary Walsh have also 
spent some time as volunteers 
under the program.

The Brothers have assisted 
countless asylum seekers from 
countries such as Afghanistan, 
Sudan and South Sudan, Iraq, 
Iran, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
Myanmar and Vietnam.

Brother Lawrence said it was 
extremely rewarding work 
helping the asylum seekers adapt 
to new lives in Australia.

“No-one chooses to be an asylum 
seeker and many suffer from 

trauma from being persecuted 
and tortured”, he said.

“This program helps the 
students to feel welcomed, safe 
and supported.”
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Jubilee Catholic 
School students shine 
in PNG exam results
Jubilee Catholic Secondary 
School in Port Moresby has 
continued its strong tradition 
of academic excellence with 
over 40 of its final year 
students gaining entry to PNG 
universities and vocational 
training institutions following 
the publication of exam results.

14 final year students at the 
Lasallian school gained a 
place in undergraduate 
courses at the University of 
Papua New Guinea across a 
wide range of disciplines 
including law, science, 
psychology and social work.

Members of the De La Salle 
Brothers District Council have 
held their first ever meeting in 
Pakistan.

Pakistan became part of our 
district in 2012 and the seven 
members of the council held their 
final meeting for 2015 in Multan.

The Lasallian Mission Council has 
been overwhelmed by the 
generosity shown by All Saints 
Catholic College Liverpool in 
donating many classrooms- worth 
of furniture and text books to 
assist Lasallian primary schools in 
Papua New Guinea.

The LMC is especially grateful to 
the school’s Principal Stephen 
Gough and the Sustainability Project 
Officer at the Catholic Education 
Office, Gary Burrows for their 
invaluable support for our project.

The drive was triggered by a visit to 
PNG last year by Lasallian Mission 
Council Executive Director Merv 
McCormack and Auxiliary Visitor 
Br Chris Gorringe.

They were both amazed by the 
commitment and dedication of the 
primary school teachers who, 
despite a lack of resources such as 
books and furniture, continue to 
have an inspiring impact on the 
learning outcomes of children and 
make a difference in their lives.

Inaugural District Council Meeting and 
Silver Jubilee Celebrations in Pakistan.

The meeting coincided with 
celebrations to mark Multan-based 
Br Zafar Daud’s Silver Jubilee as a 
De La Salle Brother.

The Bishop of Multan, the Reverend 
Benny Mario Travas celebrated a 
mass to mark the occasion at La 
Salle Higher Secondary School 
where Br Zafar is Principal.

Around 300 people attended the 
celebrations which included 
singing and dancing led by 
students at the school and a festive 
lunch under a marquis set up on 
the school grounds.

Br Zafar is the longest serving De 
La Salle Brother since the order 
started its mission work in 
Pakistan in 1960.

He is the only Brother so far to 
have reached 25 years of 
profession in Pakistan.

Among those attending the 
celebrations were a group of 
aspirants considering a vocation as 
a De La Salle Brother.

There are currently 16 aspirants in 
Pakistan where the average age of 
a De La Salle Brother is only 34.

The De La Salle Brothers have a 
strong record of promoting 
education in Pakistan over many 
decades and can boast a former 
Prime Minister, Yusuf Gilani 
amongst their alumni.

All Saints Liverpool pitches in for PNG
We are also extremely grateful for 
the support shown by a large 
number of Catholic primary 
schools across Sydney who have 
pitched in with generous book 
donations for our PNG schools.

Special thanks to staff and students 
from St Christopher’s School in 
Panania, St Michael’s School at 
Belfield, St Mark’s School in 
Drummoyne, St Brigid’s School in 
Marrickville, All Hallows School 
at Five Dock, Villa Maria School 
in Hunters Hill, St Ambrose’s 
School in West Concord, Our Lady 
Queen of Peace School in 
Gladesville and St Therese’s School 
in Lakemba.

We are particularly grateful for the 
support shown by St Christopher’s 
School at Panania which also 
donated furniture to PNG.

Staff at the Lasallian Provincial Office 
have filled one shipping container at 
La Salle College Bankstown with 
resources ready to be sent to PNG 
and a second container has been 
ordered to accommodate such 
generous donations.

We are most grateful to La Salle 
College Bankstown Principal 
Michael Egan for kindly setting 
aside space at his school for the 
shipping container and to 
warehouse additional donations 
that have come in this month.

The donations will be sent to PNG 
over coming months.

11 students won places at the 
University of Technology in 
PNG and another six students 
will enrol in undergraduate 
courses at Divine Word 
University in Madang.

Another 11 students secured 
places at the Port Moresby 
Business College where they 
will undertake courses in 
accounting, hospitality and 
business management.

Jubilee Catholic Secondary 
School is widely regarded as 
one of PNG’s best high schools 
with growing demand for 
enrolments.

There are currently over 600 
students and 26 teachers at the 
school in Boroko.
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De la salle, Roland, and two determined women
By Br Gerard Rummery fsc

After 1666, among the 64 members 
of the Notre-Dame Cathedral 
Chapter of Reims were the cousins, 
Nicolas Roland and John Baptist 
de La Salle. Roland after 1672 
was to become De La Salle’s 
spiritual director and guide when 
he returned to Reims following the 
death of his parents. Their lives 
became intertwined through a 

moved to another house in Reims, 
arranged for the orphans not from 
Reims to be put under the care of 
the General Hospital,2 and was 
authorized to begin again, largely 
through the interest and appeal to 
the Council by Nicolas Roland. 

In a visit to Rouen, Roland had 
been so impressed by the works of 
the Sisters of Providence, founded 
by Père Nicolas Barré, that he 
judged that a similar group of 
non-cloistered women would 
be the best way to guarantee 
the continuation of Madame 
Varlet’s work. He obtained 
Barré’s permission for two Sisters 
of Providence, Françoise Duval 
and Anne Le Court, to come to 
Reims to establish a non-cloistered 
convent of Sisters of the Child 
Jesus. In 1670, he informed the 
Reims Council of his intention 
and was given permission to do so 
because he guaranteed to use his 
own money to found the convent. 
Madame Varlet was grateful that 
her work was to continue, then 
disappears from history but has 
been an important catalyst.

Because Roland was well-connected 
in Reims through his family, he 
was able to seek help from his 

2  The General Hospital, opened 
in 1636 in Reims, was mainly a 
residence where the poor were 
gathered in times of famine and 
taught elementary skills. Girls, 
kept until their 7th birthday, were 
usually taught something about 
sewing, spinning thread and 
domestic duties. In Rouen General 
Hospital, Adrien Nyel was 
responsible for teaching boys basic 
literacy and some manuals skills. 

immediate family and friends 
among the bourgeoisie of Reims. 
One of the main benefactors, who 
was part of the founding group for 
buying the convent and helping to 
pay for the setting up of the four 
locations where these poor girls 
would be taught, was the widow, 
Catherine Leleu or Léveque, known 
as Madame de Croyères, because 
of the extensive lands held by 
her deceased husband, Antoine 
de Croyères. We know that she 
contributed initially 1,000 livres 
for the setting up of the Convent 
of the Sisters of the Child Jesus and 
subsequently maintained a close 
friendship with Françoise Duval, 
the Superior. It was probably 
the Rouen connection between 
Françoise Duval and Adrien Nyel 
that led Nyel to become aware of 
Catherine’s interest in providing 
money for the foundation of a 
school for boys in her parish of 
Saint-Jacques. She, of course, knew 
De La Salle personally because of 
his success in obtaining the support 

whole series of what De La Salle’s 
biographers called ‘providential’ 
events that changed the direction of 
their lives. Apparently insignificant 
actors in these events were two 
women from Reims, aware of the 
failure of the Reims council to 
develop any kind of agreed policy 
to care for around 1,000 poor or 
orphan girls.1

The first woman was a Madame 
Varlet, who in 1661 obtained 
permission from the Lieutenant 
of Reims, André Cocquebert, to 
receive some financial help for 
an orphanage she had set up in a 
house she had bought and opened 
at her own expense. In 1662, 
however, a member of the Council 
having discovered that some of 
the orphans were not from Reims, 
pointed out that public money was 
being wrongly used and had the 
orphanage closed. Madame Varlet 
promptly sold the house and 

1  Families were large, life-
expectancy for women was low, 
and the presence of a camp of 
7,000 soldiers close to the city 
probably had some influence in the 
number of illegitimate children.
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of the Reims Council3 for the 
financial support of the Sisters of 
the Child Jesus in February 1679, 
just a few weeks before he had that 
unexpected meeting with Adrien 
Nyel. As De La Salle reminds 
us in his ‘Memorandum on the 
Beginnings’, it was this meeting 
with Nyel and his meeting with 
Catherine Leleu that led him to a 
deeper personal involvement that 
became his life’s work.   

Although neither Madame Varlet 
nor Madame de Croyères receive 
much attention in the overall 
life and work of De La Salle, the 
pioneering concern for the poor 
shown by these two women was 
an important stage in the way in 
which he was led first, to discover 
the poor, and then eventually 
be led to devote his life to the 
education of poor boys.   

3  While Archbishop Le Tellier 
obtained the necessary Letters 
Patent from Louis XIV.

Nicolas Roland
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Veteran New Zealand educator 
Br Sir Patrick Lynch has delivered 
an inspirational address to senior 
school students, calling on them to 
embrace an optimistic and selfless 
style of leadership as they enter 
their final year of high school.

Br Pat, who has recently retired as 
the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Catholic Education Office after 50 
years in education was a keynote 
speaker at the Lasallian Student 
Leadership Seminar in Sydney.

The seminar brought together 
over 90 senior secondary students, 
youth ministers and teachers from 
Lasallian schools across Australia, 
New Zealand and Papua New 
Guinea.

The annual four day event is 
aimed at fostering leadership skills 
for senior secondary students to 
help them fulfil their roles as La-
sallian Youth Leaders and poten-
tially later on as Youth Ministers.

Br Sir Pat told the gathering, 
contemporary leaders look beyond 
themselves and recognise that no-

Education and pastoral care will 
be greatly enhanced for migrant 
communities following the arrival 
of two new La Salle Sisters from 
Vietnam who have settled into 
Bankstown in south-western Sydney.

The Superior of their congegration, 
Sr Therese Cu accompanied Sisters 
Anna Phuc and Theresa Cu on 
their recent journey to Australia.

They will join Sr Theresa Yen in the 
community at Bankstown where they 
will be assisting in the teaching of 
Vietnamese to children from migrant 
families and in providing spiritual 
support and pastoral care to local 
communities, especially around 
Bankstown and Cabramatta.

The La Salle Sisters were formed 
in Vietnam in 1966 to take care 
of the needs of poor children 
abandoned because of the civil 
war in their country.

Their numbers have grown 
significantly over recent years 
with  a total of 144 members of 
the congregation across Vietnam, 
Thailand, the Philippines, the 
United States and Australia.

In Vietnam alone, there are 125 La 
Salle Sisters and there are positive 
signs for future vocations with 26 
aspirants and 17 novices in the 
country.

“We are aligned with the same 
purpose set out over three hundred 

Youth Minister 
bound for study 
project in Rome
Lasallian Youth Minister Christina 
Breda has been selected as part of 
a delegation of history students 
from around Australia to under-
take research at key archaeological 
sites in Rome this month.

Christina works at Holy Spirit 
College Lakemba and Casimir 
College in Marrickville and is in 
her final year of a combined Bach-
elor of Education and Bachelor 
of Arts degree at the Australian 
Catholic University.

In February, she will join 23 other 
students and three lecturers on a 
two week research project in Rome.

“The course will cover ancient and 
modern history and the geography 
of Rome and the studies will be ac-
credited directly towards my major 
in history”, Christina explains.

The delegation will be the first 
student group from ACU to stay 
at the recently completed Rome 
Centre in Janiculum Hill.

Designed in collaboration with the 
Catholic University of America, 
the centre offers accommoda-
tion and a chapel for overseas 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
students while they are in Rome.

Christina says while it is her fourth 
visit to the Italian capital, this visit 
promises to be the most memora-
ble for her.

“I’ve been asked to prepare a 
presentation on the history of the 
Basilica of San Clemente which 
dates back two thousand years”, 
she explains.

“I’ll be standing directly in front 
of the church and delivering a 
presentation on its history to the 
students and lecturers”.

While in Italy, Christina is also 
looking forward to climbing 
Mount Vesuvius and visiting the 
Herculaneum- an ancient Roman 
town which was destroyed by a 
volcanic eruption in 79 AD. 

A model for Lasallian Leadership-
Br Sir Patrick Lynch

one has a monopoly on enlight-
enment.

“Pope Francis is a good example 
of that style of leadership”, he 
explained.

“The Pope is reaching out to all 
humanity, emphasising that every 
human being is sacred and that ev-
eryone deserves respect and dignity 
as daughters and sons of God”.

“But there are examples of 
humanitarian leadership too in 
the political arena through U-S 
President Barack Obama and 
in the corporate world through 
Facebook chief executive Mark 
Zuckerberg”.

The Auckland-born Brother and 
graduate of De La Salle College, 
Mangere, says without a vision, 
leaders perish and effective leaders 
therefore need to articulate a clear 
set of values and then have the 
capacity to translate that vision 
into reality.

 “You therefore need to look well 
beyond social media and draw 

upon the inspiration of great 
leaders and philosophers from the 
past like Nelson Mandela, Martin 
Luther King or Gandhi”, Br Sir Pat 
explained to the aspiring leaders.

Br Sir Pat then led a group exercise 
at the seminar where the students 
came together and discussed some 
specific quotes from inspirational 
leaders which had come up during 
the address.

He urged the students to go out 
into their schools and communi-
ties, recognising virtue over self in-
terest and becoming champions of 
hope since their words and actions 
will inevitably have a ripple effect 
on others as they take on leader-
ship roles over the coming year.

New La Salle Sisters arrive in Bankstown
years ago for the De La Salle 
Brothers and we share the same 
charism”, Sister Theresa Yen 
explains.

Like many Lasallians, Sr Theresa 
is a committed teacher and she 
works alongside Br Liem Vo 
to tutor Vietnamese-Australian 
students in Vietnamese through a 
network of community language 
schools in Sydney every Saturday.

Sr Theresa is also undertaking a 
Bachelor of Teaching, specialising 
in early childhood and is hoping 
to draw upon her studies to 
offer translation support for 
Vietnamese-Australian families 
wanting to access childcare centres 
for their children.

She also spends two months 
each year in schools catering for 
disadvantaged tribal children 
in Vietnam where she teaches 
the children Vietnamese and she 
is looking forward to the new 
Sisters, Theresa and Anna joining 
her this year.

The tribal Montagnard children 
often drop out of the traditional 

education system early because 
they can’t speak Vietnamese and 
the Lasallian Foundation has been 
involved in fundraising to build 
a new high school to offer free 
education to them.

Sr Theresa says the La Salle Sisters 
are looking forward to a busy 
year ahead in 2016 and will be 
closely involved in the planning for 
celebrations on 6 August in Sydney 
to mark the 150th anniversary of 
the De La Salle Brothers mission in 
Vietnam.

Sr Theresa says the Sisters’ 
congregation would never have 
come into existence without the 
support of the Brothers.

“We came to Australia with 
financial support from the Brothers 
and we are eternally grateful to 
them”, she explains.

“”They have hearts of gold, the 
De La Salle Brothers, and we 
share with them a devotion to the 
teachings of our Founder, St John 
Baptist De La Salle, reaching out 
to the disadvantaged, wherever 
they may be”.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Australia
2016

Lasallian Leaders Gathering, 
Melbourne
February 14-16
Lasallian Education and 
Australian Professional 
Standards (Level 3), Sydney
March 4
Lasallian Facilitation (Level 3), 
Sydney
March 6-8
Lasallian Educators 
Conference, Perth
April 17-20
Lasallian Middle Managers 
Conference (Level 3), 
Brisbane
June 7-8
Pilgrimage for Young 
Lasallians- In the Footsteps of 
St De La Salle
September 25-October 9

Pakistan
2016

Principals Retreat, Multan
6 February
Teachers Induction 
Program, Faisalabad and 
Multan
26 March
Pakistan Chapter of Vows, 
Faisalabad
7 May
Annual Retreat 2016, Murree
12-18 June
Canonical Visit of Br Visitor 
David Hawke
3-10 October

Papua New Guinea
2016

Back to Bomana, 70th 
anniversary celebrations of 
the De La Salle Brothers in 
PNG
27-28 August

New Zealand
2016

NZ Mission Action 
Committee meeting, 
Rotorua
5 March
Heritage Program for new 
Lasallian teachers
26-28 April

Lasallian Retreat, Auckland
17-22 July
NZ Lasallians Gathering, 
Hamilton
17 September

He worked for 24 years as a 
Principal across four different 
Catholic schools before helping to 
lead Lasallian formation programs in 
Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore.

On the sidelines of a Young 
Lasallians conference in 
Melbourne, Br John reflects back 
on his pathway towards a religious 
vocation back in the late 1960s.

“I was educated by the Christian 
Brothers and after leaving school 
at 15, I took up a clerical position 
for the petrol company Ampol”, Br 
John explains.

“I was also involved in the Young 
Christian Workers movement and 
went to a lot of meetings which 
involved group reflections on the 
scriptures and then practical ways of 
relating that to your everyday life”.

“A fellow member of the 
movement suggested I consider 
a vocation with the De La Salle 
Brothers and I went to visit a 

From the Christian Workers to the 
De La Salle Brothers: &Q A   with Br John Pill

volunteer tutor with BoysTown 
and he believes the welfare agency 
is an integral part of the Lasallian 
mission in the contemporary world.

“It’s helped me gain a better 
appreciation of what it must be like 
to be 19 years old and illiterate and 
what a handicap that must be”, Br 
John said.

“These young people have often got 
nowhere to go. They can’t find work 
and a lot of them don’t have enough 
money to go out and socialise like 
other people their age”.

“I really see BoysTown as an 
extension of the work with 
disadvantaged young people which 
St John Baptist De La Salle started 
over 300 years ago in France”.
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Now based at Logan in Brisbane where he works as a 
literacy tutor for disadvantaged youth with BoysTown,  
Br John Pill has had a rich life experience from his 46 
years as a De La Salle Brother.

community in Adelaide at the time 
and one of the Brothers handed 
me a copy of the Conduct of the 
Christian Schools and said he 
would come back and give me a 
quiz on it within a month”.

“I immediately felt 
at home with the 
Lasallians and their 
strong commitment to 
social justice”, Br John adds.

Br John was founding Principal 
of O’Connor Catholic College in 
Armidale in the 1970s and was also 
Principal of two other Lasallian 
schools- St Michael’s College in his 
home city of Adelaide and La Salle 
Catholic College in Bankstown.

He was also asked by the Catholic 
Education Office in South Adelaide 
to take on a secondment as 
Principal of Cardjin College in 
Noarlunga Downs for a year in the 
late 1990s.

Br John’s near half 
century with the De La 
Salle Brothers has also 
included three terms 
on the District Council 
and a stint as head of 
the Interim Lasallian 
Mission Council in 2009.

What he admires most 
about the Lasallian 
charism is its openness 
to working with people 
from other religious faiths which 
he saw first hand as Director of 
Lasallian Services with the Pacific 
Asia Regional Conference (PARC) 
in Singapore.

“I’ve worked on Lasallian 
formation programs in a mainly 
Buddhist country like Thailand 
and a large Muslim country like 
Indonesia”, Br John explains.

“Through drawing upon the 
teachings of St John Baptist De 
La Salle, we’ve helped to foster 
greater inter-religious dialogue and 
understanding without trying to 
impose our beliefs onto others”.

Br John says he has gained a 
lot of personal satisfaction over 
recent years from his work as a 
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