
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  MaY 2016

08
ISSUE

“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

ANZPPNG

Dear Brothers and 
Lasallian Partners

much indicative that the Lasallian 
charism is strong across the four 
Sectors of the District.

While the Lasallian Educators’ 
Conference took place during the 
term holidays in Western 
Australia, the school leaders 
present and the panel of students 
who shared their experience of 
being “Lasallian” in a plenary 
session reminded all that young 
people and others entrusted to 
our care are our priority as 
Lasallians. The conference served 
to remind us that as educators we 
have a profound impact on the 
lives of people entrusted to our 
care. I am confident that all who 
attended returned to their various 
works filled with that faith and 
zeal that underpins their 
commitment.

The conference was a first for the 
District. The presence of Brothers 
Robert and Ricky, delegates from 
the Lasallian East Asia District 
and Brothers Denis Loft (South 
Sudan) and Steve Hogan (Hong 
Kong) reminded us that we are 
Lasallians without borders. The 
presentation by Miranda Chow, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Lasallian Foundation Australia 
reminded us of our obligation to 
be in solidarity with Lasallians in 
need in other parts of our Institute.

I am sure all would agree that this 
inaugural conference has set the 
scene for future education 
conferences in the District.

My thanks to Br Robert, Superior 
General and Br Ricky, General 
Councillor for their visit. Br 
Robert’s presentations were 
inspirational and challenging. The 
support of both Brothers 
encouraged all.

David Hawke FSC
Visitor
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The Superior General of the De La 
Salle Brothers, Robert Schieler has 
called on educators to embrace the 
changing face of the Lasallian 
mission as growing numbers of 
Lasallian women take on 
leadership roles, with many 
teachers increasingly working in 
multicultural and multifaith 
environments.

Br Robert was a keynote speaker 
at the Inaugural Lasallian 
Educators Conference, hosted by 
La Salle College at Middle Swan in 
Perth.

The conference has brought 
together 170 delegates from across 
the Asia Pacific region, with strong 
interest from Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea, Singapore, Thailand and 
Malaysia.

Br Robert told delegates, the 
global reach and diversity of the 
Lasallian Mission would have 

Superior General reflects upon the changing face of the Lasallian Mission
been inconceivable when St John 
Baptist de la Salle first opened 
schools for the poor in France in 
the 17th century.

“When we look around this 
District, there is such an amazing 
scope of Lasallian works, from 
yourtown and Kids Helpline 
through to training catechists in 
Pakistan and training teachers in 
remote provinces of Papua New 
Guinea”, Br Robert explained.

“The Church calls everyone to 
holiness and in a globalised 
world, many Lasallians are 
ministering in settings where they 
may encounter hostility or 
misunderstanding”.

“We need to be constantly adapting 
to the changes we are facing with 
growing numbers of women also 
taking on key leadership roles in 
Lasallian education and works”, Br 
Robert added.

There was a particularly 
strong interest in the 
conference from teachers and 
principals from Pakistan with 
nine delegates from schools 
and Brothers communities 
across Faisalabad and Multan 
attending the event.

Eleven delegates made the 
long journey from New 
Zealand to Perth, with seven 
delegates from Papua New 
Guinea and strong interest 
also from Malaysia, 
Singapore, Indonesia and the 
Philippines.

In his keynote address, Br 
Robert Schieler paid tribute 
to the rich cultural and 
religious diversity of the 
Pacific Asia Region of the 
Lasallian family, saying it was 
a beacon of hope for 
harmony in a troubled world.

As I write Br Robert Schieler, 
Superior General and Br Ricardo 
Laguda, General Councillor are on 
their visit to Australia and Papua 
New Guinea. The visit commenced 
with the very successful and 
inspiring Lasallian Educators’ 
Conference held at La Salle 
College, Middle Swan, Perth 
where Br Robert was one of the 
keynote speakers. The break-out 
sessions over two days were 
facilitated by Lasallians from each 
Sector of the District and covered 
a multiplicity of topics related to 
the educational mission in which 
we are all engaged. The spirit 
among the delegates, their vast 
experience and the various 
break-out sessions indicated the 
vitality of the works of the 
District. All can stand tall that the 
works of the District are very 
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Superior General shares insights into the future 
of Lasallian education during District visit
The Superior General of the 
De La Salle Brothers, Robert 
Schieler has received a 
particularly warm welcome 
during his second visit to 
Australia since he took over 
the position in May 2014.

Br Robert visited Lasallian 
schools in Perth, Adelaide, 
Sydney and Melbourne during 
his 16 day visit, sharing great 
insights into the contemporary 
challenges facing Lasallian 
education in the digital era.

One of the highlights of the 
Superior General’s visit was a 
specially convened Evening 
with Young Lasallians which 
also coincided with Br Robert’s 
birthday on 28 April.

Over 50 senior secondary 
students, youth ministers and 
teachers from eight Lasallian 
schools across Sydney gathered 
for the event, which was 
hosted by Casimir College in 
Marrickville.  

The Superior General urged the 
Young Lasallians to draw more 
upon social media to foster 
greater collaboration across the 
global Lasallian family.

 “By sharing your 
works, whether it is 
through Mission 
Action Days or 
school-based service 
programs, that can 
have an amazing 
mushrooming effect 
and social media 
allows that to be 
shared in a global 
forum”, Br Robert 
explained.

“In a region like yours, the 
Pacific Asia Region, you are in 
a great position to help build 
bridges between different 
faiths and cultures”.

“Sadly, in today’s world, too 
many governments are wanting 
to build walls instead of 
bridges, especially in the way 
they are treating migrants and 
refugees”, Br Robert added.

“But through the immersion 
programs your schools are 
involved with, you can help to 
foster greater understanding 
between peoples of the world 
and the potential for long term 
good to come from that is 
enormous”.

Br Robert then took questions 
from the group where he paid 
tribute to the work of the De 
La Salle Brothers in 
challenging circumstances in 
countries such as South Sudan, 
Peru and the Ivory Coast.

He particularly singled out the 
work of two Australian Brothers 
in South Sudan, Bill Firman and 
Dennis Loft who have been 
promoting teacher education and 
trauma counselling for the 
victims of a decades-long civil 
war in the region.

Br Robert also urged the 
Young Lasallians to look to 
Pope Francis as a role model.

“The Pope is following the 
example set by St Francis of 
Assisi and our own St John 
Baptist De La Salle, in 
reminding us of the central 
Christian teaching we find in 
the Gospel on how we should 
live our lives as Christian 
people”, Br Robert said.

“Pope Francis is also 
urging us to rise 
above any 
preconceived notions 
or prejudices we may 
hold towards other 
people which is so 
important in today’s 
multicultural and 
multifaith society”.

The group then came together 
for a liturgy led by Assistant 
Director of Formation (Young 
Lasallians) Amanda Proulx.

During the liturgy, the Young 
Lasallians were all presented 
with a medallion with an 
engraved image of the Founder 
and a prayer card as a 
memento to take away from a 
very memorable evening with 
the 27th successor to St John 
Baptist De La Salle.
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John Paul College Rotorua leads the way in 2016 Caritas Challenge
Students from John Paul College 
Rotorua have led a strong 
fundraising effort for 
disadvantaged communities in 
Cambodia as part of the 2016 
Caritas Challenge.

The Lasallian secondary college 
was selected as the host school for 
the Diocese of Hamilton for this 
year’s challenge, bringing together 
numerous Catholic primary and 
secondary schools in the region for 
a pilgrimage walk on April 5.

Last year the Rotorua school raised 
funds for needy communities in the 
Philippines through a basketball 
challenge, while the previous year, 
it led a walk for water for the 
Solomon Islands.

“This year we really wanted to do 
something special to show our 
solidarity with the people of 
Cambodia”, explains the Assistant 
Director of Religious Studies at 
John Paul College, Veronica 
Aislabie.

“They are struggling to overcome a 
number of issues, including illegal 
logging, land rights issues and a 
subsistence lifestyle in many rural 
communities”.

John Paul College joined with six 
other Catholic schools in a four 

kilometre walk to show their 
solidarity for the people of 
Cambodia.

Prior to the walk they held a Mass 
at St Michael’s Church which was 
celebrated by the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Hamilton, Steve Lowe.

During the walk, the students and 
staff stopped for prayer and 
reflection at four different prayer 
stations around Rotorua, each 
dedicated to the four founding 
charisms of John Paul College.

This included a prayer to our 
Founder, St John Baptist de la 
Salle, to St Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop and to Saint John Paul 
the Second.

At each prayer station, the students 
united in a prayer for the 
Cambodian people, responding 
with ‘Lord, hear the cry of the 
earth and the poor”.

“We have been overwhelmed by 
the generosity shown by our 
community through fundraising for 
the event’, Veronica Aislabie said.

When Myles Hogarty took over as 
Principal of De La Salle College 
Mangere in 2012, he made history 
as the first non Brother to lead the 
school since it was established in 
1953.

But he brought with him over a 
quarter of a century of experience 
in Catholic boys’ education 
through a fellow Auckland school, 
St Peter’s College, run by the 
Christian Brothers.

Myles had worked across a 
number of key leadership roles at 
St Peter’s, including as Associate 
Headmaster and Deputy Head of 
the Middle School.

“I soon appreciated how similar 
the educational philosophies were 
between the Founder of the 
Christian Brothers, Edmund Rice 
and our Founder, St John Baptist 
de la Salle”, he explains.

“They were both committed to 
establishing schools to cater for the 
needs of boys from disadvantaged 

“We see our commitment to 
Caritas as a clear way to 
implement our Lasallian values of 
Faith, Service and Community”.

“Ultimately they come from the 
broader Catholic Social Justice 
Principles of solidarity, stewardship, 
respect for human dignity and 
preferential option for the poor”.

John Paul College students have 
now turned their attention to 
planning their next project as part 
of Caritas Social Justice Week in 
September.

backgrounds, but one started off in 
Ireland and the other in France”.

In his first year as Principal at 
Mangere, Myles enrolled in the 
Buttimer Lasallian formation 
program in the United States, 
undertaking two weeks of intensive 
study on Lasallian history and 
spirituality.

“It was a complete immersion 
experience and I emerged with a 
far deeper appreciation of the 
Lasallian charism which I could 
apply in my day to day work at 
Mangere’, he added.

Myles went on to undertake 
further studies at Buttimer over the 
next two years.

He says De La Salle Mangere has 
long prided itself on its Lasallian 
heritage through its commitment to 
providing a quality Catholic 
education to boys living in one of 
the most disadvantaged areas of 
Auckland.

Well over 90 percent of the 
students at the college come from 
Pacific Islander backgrounds and 
the school has adapted its policies 
and practices to be as culturally 
inclusive as possible.

“In the Pacific Islander culture, the 
extended family can play a 
significant role in shaping a child’s 
education”, Myles explains.

“So here at Mangere, we place a 
lot of emphasis on consultation 
with the community through 
family meetings and academic 
counselling sessions where we 
work with extended families to 
support Lasallian values and a 
commitment to excellence at the 
school”.

“We pride ourselves on achieving 
strong academic results and a 
holistic education tied in with 
those core Lasallian values- faith, 
service and community”.

Committed Lasallian Principal: Myles Hogarty
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Lasallian Alumni: Emeritus Professor Ron McCallum
Internationally respected legal 
academic and disability rights 
advocate, Ron McCallum 
attributes a great deal of his 
success to the education and 
strong values that were instilled in 
him at St Bede’s College, Mentone.

Blind since birth, the former Dean 
of the University of Sydney Law 
School was segregated in a 
residential school for the blind 
until he was welcomed into St 
Bede’s College in Year 8 in 1963.

He spent the next three years at 
the school before winning a place 
in the law course at Monash 
University in Melbourne.

“I owe so much of my success to the 
great encouragement and support I 
received, especially from the De La 
Salle Brothers at St Bede’s College”, 
Professor McCallum explains.

Lasallian Alumni: 
Rhys Jack 
Construction engineer and 
charity fundraiser Rhys Jack 
has a strong passion for 
volunteer work which he 
believes is closely linked to his 
Lasallian education at Oakhill 
College in Sydney.

Rhys attended the Castle Hill 
school from 2002-2007 where 
he played a starring role in the 
college First XIII Rugby 
League team, eventually 
leading him to a professional 
football career with the 

“It was such an inclusive school 
with a very strong commitment to 
social justice. I have fond 
memories of fellow students and 
teachers reading textbooks out 
aloud to me in an era when there 
were no voice-activated computers 
like today”.

“The Brothers there had a 
profound influence on my life and 
my career path, particularly Br 
Quentin O’Halloran who was a 
tremendous intellectual and Br 
Celestine Gavin who taught me 
French so well that I came to rely 
upon those classes later on when I 
was appointed an advisor at the 
United Nations”, he adds.

Ron McCallum made history in 
1993 when he became the first totally 
blind person to be appointed to a full 
professorship at any Australian or 
New Zealand University.

The former St Bede’s student 
received the designation of Officer 
in the Order of Australia in 2006 
and was made Senior Australian of 
the Year in 2011.

Professor McCallum has been able 
to draw strongly upon his own 
personal obstacles to become a 
powerful advocate for the rights of 
people with a disability.

He was nominated by the 
Australian government to stand as 
an independent expert for the 
United Nations Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
in 2008 and served as Chair of the 
committee, overseeing the 
implementation of key treaties and 
conventions.

“If you have a disability, you often 
have to work twice as hard to 
impress employers to give you the 

Canterbury Bulldogs and the 
Wests Tigers.

But he says he only gained 
limited personal rewards from 
playing football and felt a 
stronger urge to reach out to 
the needy and the 
disadvantaged at home and 
abroad.

Rhys remembered the work of 
the Lasallian Foundation and 
its immersion programs well 
from his time at Oakhill 
College and approached its 
Chief Executive Officer 
Miranda Chow when he was 
21 about what volunteer 
opportunities were available.

Miranda suggested he travel to 
Mannar in Sri Lanka where 
the De La Salle Brothers run a 
number of schools and 
orphanages for disadvantaged 
children in an area that was 
hard-hit by a decades-long 
civil war.

Rhys spent three weeks 
volunteering as a teachers’ 
assistant and maintenance 
worker in the schools in 
Mannar and returned to 
Australia a changed person.

“I saw first hand how some of 
the schools and hospitals had 
been bombed during the civil 
war”, he explained.

Many of the people Rhys met 
in Sri Lanka were suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder as a result of their 
war-time experiences and this 
led Rhys to take a stronger 
interest in mental health issues.

He became a volunteer with the 
Black Dog Institute and visited a 
number of high schools where 
he delivered presentations to the 
students to try and de-stigmatise 
illnesses like anxiety and 
depression.

Rhys’ volunteer experience in 
Sri Lanka left him with an 
urge to do more overseas and 
he took up another project 
through the Lasallian 
Foundation in Bomana, Papua 
New Guinea where he helped 
again as a teachers’ assistant 
and with construction projects 
around local schools.

opportunity you need to take that 
next step in your career”, Ron 
McCallum explains.

“And I’ve been very blessed along 
the way too through meeting 
people who have given me those 
opportunities and it all stems back 
to that initial welcome and 
support I received from staff and 
fellow students at St Bede’s 
College, Mentone”.

His interest in PNG grew after 
he discovered his great 
grandfather was among the 
Australian soldiers who fought 
in the Battle for the Kokoda 
Track in 1942.

Rhys learned his great 
grandfather had suffered from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
as a result of his war-time 
experiences and this again led 
him onto more charity work.

Alongside Prashanth 
Shanmugan, he co-founded 
Project Kokoda in 2010.

Through fundraising programs 
including a recent trek to 
Kokoda, the organisation is 
aimed at raising awareness 
about Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder and the devastating 
impact it can have on young 
war veterans and emergency 
personnel.
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The Superior General of the De La 
Salle Brothers, Robert Schieler has 
singled out Papua New Guinea’s 
long standing commitment to 
teacher education as one of its 
greatest contributions to the global 
Lasallian family.

Br Robert has received a warm 
welcome from Lasallians from 
across PNG during a visit to 
teachers colleges, schools and 
Brothers communities in Hohola 
and Bomana.

Br Robert was greeted by 
traditional dancers at Sacred Heart 
Teachers College near Port 
Moresby, where he delivered a 
memorable address, urging trainee 
teachers to never lose sight of the 
importance of collaboration in 
their careers.

“St John Baptist De La Salle was 
a pioneer in the 17th century 
because he recognised early on 
the importance of educators being 
part of a community, rather than 
working on their own”, Br Robert 
explained to the staff and 
students.

Superior General praises PNG’s 
commitment to teacher education

“And he lived in an era without all 
the great technological advances 
today, in areas like social media 
for example, which effectively 
allow for sharing resources and 
professional collaboration across 
the globe”, he added.

Students presented Br Robert with 
a handwoven hat in PNG national 
colours, before they joined in 
unison in singing the national 
anthem and the college song.

Br Robert was also warmly 
received during visits to De La 
Salle Secondary School Bomana, 
La Salle Technical College and 
Jubilee Catholic Secondary School.

During his visit, Br Robert spoke 
at a meeting of the PNG Mission 
Action Committee which was 
formed last October.

Through the committee, teacher 
educators from Port Moresby and 
Mount Hagen have been working 
closely with staff from remote 
schools and Catholic diocesan 
authorities to strengthen the 
teaching and learning resources 
available in the rural provinces.

One of the committtee members is 
Schola Manembe, the Project 
Officer of the Lasallian Remote 
Schools Support Service in East 
Sepik Province.

She has played a pivotal role in 
the establishment of the service-a 
key element of the broader effort 
to expand the Lasallian mission 
in PNG.

Working with the Lasalle 
National Office in Mount Hagen, 
Schola has been developing 
teaching and learning resources 
for remote classrooms and in 
many cases, using smartphone 
technology to help teachers access 
what they need.

Br Santhi Sebamalai has seen first 
hand how his home country of Sri 
Lanka has been recovering from a 
crippling decades-long civil war 
which only ended seven years ago.

“Our community house was 
bombed and I saw a number of my 
relatives taken away and shot dead 
during the war”, Br Santhi 
explains as he reflects back on his 
time as Principal of St Ann’s 
School in the northern city of 
Mannar.

Br Santhi is currently spending a 
few months in Sydney, gaining 
some practical advice from the 
Sisters of Mercy who have been 
running internationally respected 
programs for refugees traumatised 
by war and persecution.

“We still see so many youngsters 
who have had to have their legs 
amputated as a result of the war”, 
Br Santhi explains.

“And we’ve also had to educate 
many child soldiers in Sri Lanka 
and try to turn their lives around 
and give them hope for the 
future”.

A Bright Future for the Lasallian Mission in Sri Lanka

“A growing number of schools in 
the remote parts of PNG are 
wanting to join the Lasallian 
family and so we’ve started to run 
formation programs to help 
introduce them to Lasallian 
concepts in education”, Schola 
explains.

A fellow PNG Mission Action 
Committee member, Aloysius 
Jalapuin is Principal of Ibab 
Primary School in Wewak and he 
says there is encouraging interest 
from many schools in the East 
Sepik and West New Britain 
Provinces in embracing the 
Lasallian charism.

“In the months after the war 
ended, many of them were so 
traumatised, they simply didn’t 
want to study and threw the books 
back at us and declared that they 
just wanted to return to the 
battlefield”.

“But we persevered 
and some of these child 
soldiers are now living 
transformed lives and 
are embarking on 
further study and 
careers”.
Br Santhi will return to Mannar in 
August, leading a school with a 
surging enrolment of 1500 
students spread across its primary 
and secondary campuses.

Since the civil war ended, Br 
Santhi says there has been a 
miraculous renewal in Lasallian 
education in Sri Lanka.

“We’ve opened four more schools 
in the north of the country and 
two new Brothers communities 
because there has been a surge in 

vocations”, Br Santhi explains.

“We currently have ten postulants 
and five novices which is a 
promising sign for the future”, he 
adds.

It is a world away from the 
decades of hardship experienced 
by the De La Salle Brothers during 
the civil war when they had to 
regularly register at police stations 
and endure tough interrogation by 
government-backed soldiers who 
mistook them as rebels supporting 
the Tamil Tigers.

“Our communities were also cut off 
and isolated with very poor living 
conditions” Br Santhi explains.

“In the Brothers communities, we 
found ourselves praying at times 
surrounded by poisonous snakes but 
we never lost sight of our faith”.

“We are also very grateful for the 
financial and moral support we 
received from fellow Lasallians 
here in Australia through the 
Lasallian Foundation which has 
helped us to rebuild our schools 
and communities after the war”.
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As Principal of La Salle Girls High 
School Sant Singh Wala in Faisala-
bad, Mrs Fouzia Akhtar has played 
a pivotal role in promoting educa-
tional opportunities to generations 
of young women in Pakistan.

Modern Day Lasallian Leader- Fouzia Akhtar

The Chief Executive Officer of the 
Lasallian charity yourtown, Tracy 
Adams has received an award from 
the Superior General of the De 
La Salle Brothers, Robert Schieler 
in recognition of her 26 years of 
service to the organisation.

The New Zealander began at the 
then BoysTown over a quarter of 
a century ago as a casual, working 
two days a week in fundraising for 
the charity.

She has demonstrated formidable 
leadership skills in guiding yourtown 
into a position where it has become 
one of Australia’s largest and longest 
running charitable Art Unions.

yourtown CEO receives award from 
Superior General

A graduate of Harvard Busi-
ness School, Tracy has directed 
significant company growth since 
becoming CEO in 2008, including 
an operating budget increase of 
more than $20 million and a client 
increase of more than 100 percent.

yourtown’s national counsel-
ling service, Kids Helpline was 
recognised last year with a major 
award for its highly successful web 
counselling program in primary 
schools, Kids Helpline@ School.

The Lasallian charity also has ex-
tensive programs for the victims of 
domestic violence and employment 
programs targeted at disadvantaged 
communities across Australia.

Fouzia has taught at the school in 
Punjab province for the past 16 
years, with 14 of those years spent 
in senior leadership positions.

She was among nine delegates 
from Pakistan who made the jour-
ney last month to Perth to attend 
the inaugural Lasallian Educators 
Conference.

The conference was a particularly 
significant event for Fouzia because 
her school has signed a new Twin-
ning agreement with the school 
hosting the conference, La Salle 
College at Middle Swan.

Through twinning, the Perth coed-
ucational school is aiming to raise 
over 20 thousand dollars through 
its annual Mission Action Day to 
help with the construction of a 

During his visit to the yourtown 
offices in Brisbane, Br Robert had 
an opportunity to meet some of the 
agency’s 600 staff and gain a great-
er insight into its inspiring work.

He has praised its Lasallian ethos, 
saying it is a powerful reflection of 
the rich diversity of the Lasallian 
mission in our District.

new computer laboratory for its 
sister school in Faisalabad.

Fouzia says twinning will help 
to build upon the strong support 
her school has already received 
through the Lasallian Founda-
tion over recent years which has 
allowed it to construct new science 
laboratories.

“I am really looking forward to 
this new partnership with La Salle 
College in Perth”, Fouzia explains.

“I am hoping to return to the 
school on numerous occasions over 
coming years and hopefully with 
some of our students as well to 
promote an ongoing relationship 
between the two schools”.

Fouzia’s school has helped to 
promote greater interfaith under-
standing in Punjab province, with 
Muslims making up around 30 

percent of student enrolments and 
Christians 70 percent.

Like many Lasallian schools in 
Pakistan, it has helped lift many 
students out of poverty, with a 
strong record for achieving excel-
lent academic results.

It has 325 students, including 170 
boys whose parents are too poor 
to send them to other local boys 
high schools.

“We are currently a Years 8-10 
school, so students who want to 
go on to more senior study and po-
tentially a university place have to 
travel to other schools to do that”, 
Fouzia explains.

“So my next big challenge is to try 
and expand the school so that it 
can offer classes up to Year 12 level 
and ensure our students are able to 
reach their maximum potential”.

Young Lasallian Coordinators unite at PARC Conference in Manila
Coordinators of Young Lasallian 
programs from ten different 
countries across the Pacific Asia 
Regional Council (PARC) have 
networked and shared valuable 
insights into their work at a 
conference last month in the 
Philippines capital Manila.

The week-long conference was 
held from April 11 to 18 at De La 
Salle University-Dasmarinas- one 
of a number of universities in the 
Philippines, well known for their 
vibrant Lasallian culture.

The Assistant Director of 
Formation (Young Lasallians) in 
our District, Amanda Proulx said it 
was a great opportunity for those 
new to Lasallian youth ministry to 
deepen their understanding of 

Lasallian heritage and spirituality 
in a friendly and supportive 
environment.

“Representatives from each country 
were asked to present a report and 
share ideas and I definitely came 
away with fresh insights on how to 
adapt global Lasallian themes to 
meet the needs of individual 
countries”, Amanda explains.

The conference focused specifically 
on Lasallian ministry in a 
multicultural and multifaith 
context- a key challenge across the 
region, particularly in countries 
like Australia, Pakistan, Malaysia 
and Indonesia.

The Lasallian Youth Minister for 
Pakistan, Br Rehman Javed 
represented his country at the 

event, as did his counterpart from 
Papua New Guinea, Dagia Aka.

Amanda said it was a great 
opportunity to network with other 
Lasallian youth ministers and to 
explore ways to promote greater 
coordination of youth ministry 
programs across our District.

“And I hope that when this 
regional conference is held again, 
we can ensure that more 

representatives from our Young 
Lasallians team are able to attend 
the event because it really helps us 
to understand each others realities 
and apply fresh perspectives to our 
work”, Amanda added.

The delegates also used the 
conference to start planning the 
11th Asia Pacific Lasallian Youth 
Congress in December 2017 in the 
Philippines.
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Congratulations to the Deputy 
Principal of St Bede’s College 
Mentone (Identity, Community and 
Action), Ria Greene who has been 
appointed to a new commission, 
overseeing the planning of com-
memorations to mark the 300th 
anniversary of the death of St John 
Baptist de la Salle in 2019.

Ria has been a committed Lasallian 
for many years, playing a pivotal 
role in religious education both at 
St Bede’s and at her old school, St 
John’s College in Dandenong.

She has also made an invaluable 
contribution to the broader Lasal-
lian family through coordinating 
formation programs for teachers 
in Melbourne and through her 
involvement with the Formation 
Committee of the Lasallian Mission 
Council.

2019 has been declared the Year of 
Lasallian Vocations and the Gener-
al Council in Rome has created an 
Ad Hoc Commission to shepherd 
the planning process.

St Bede’s College Deputy Principal appointed to 
worldwide Lasallian Commission

Ria has been personally invited by 
the Superior General of the De La 
Salle Brothers, Robert Schieler to 
represent the Pacific Asia Regional 
Council (PARC) on the Ad Hoc 
Commission.

Ria said she was honoured to have 
been selected as a member of the 
new commission.

“My connection to the Lasallians 
stretches back to when I entered 
Year 7 at St John’s and it’s an 
absolute honour to be accepted 
into this role, particularly given the 
strong pool of talent that exists in 
the Lasallian family”, she said.

Ria’s strong background in 
religious education includes time 
as a team leader at the Catholic 
Education Office in the Archdio-
cese of Melbourne, coordinating 
professional development programs 
for teachers.

She will be travelling to Rome in 
September for the Commission’s 
inaugural meeting at the Generalate 

as preparations begin to mark the 
tercentenary in 2019.

The Ad Hoc Commission will be 
responsible for organising and 
coordinating the tercentenary cele-
brations across the various regions 
of the Lasallian family.

Ria said one of the greatest chal-
lenges in the role will be to ensure 

that the celebrations in our PARC 
region truly capture its great cultur-
al and religious diversity.

“That can also work in our favour, 
by allowing us to mark the event in 
a more creative way than perhaps 
would be possible in other parts of 
the world”, Ria explained.

The Lasallian family joins together 
in congratulating Ria on her 
appointment which is a fitting 
reflection of her outstanding con-
tribution to Lasallian education in 
our District.

When he first arrived at La Salle 
Technical College in Hohola last 
year, United States-born Br Ken Ka-
linowski concedes he had a lot to 
learn about everyday life in Papua 
New Guinea.

“Coming from bustling New York 
City with a subway and high-rise 
buildings, many people enjoy a 

Around Hohola: Br Ken Kalinowski
relatively affluent way of life over 
there”, Br Ken explains.

“But in PNG, it’s not uncommon 
to see people having to walk a few 
kilometres just to access water”.

Born in Detroit in the state of 
Michigan, Br Ken was educated by 
the De La Salle Brothers and saw 

first-hand their inspirational work 
providing a strong education to stu-
dents from disadvantaged families.

He soon committed himself to a ca-
reer in teaching, but also spent time 
managing a pizzeria at night before 
deciding on a religious vocation.

Br Ken taught at La Salle Academy 
in New York City, an all boys 
school catering for many students 
from lower socio-economic back-
grounds.

During his novitiate class, Br 
Ken heard about the amazing 
work the De La Salle Brothers 
undertake in PNG and a fellow 
Brother in the class, Br Lewis 
Harwood who had spent time in 
Port Moresby, persuaded him to 
take up the challenge.

He now teaches Religious Educa-
tion and Maths at La Salle Techni-
cal College and will return to the 
U-S in July to take his final vows.

La Salle Technical College is fo-
cused on providing practical voca-
tional training to students in Years 
9-12 in a country that is struggling 
with high levels of unemployment.

“Just last year we received over 700 
applicants at the college, but we 
could only offer places to 240”, Br 
Ken explains.

“You have to admire the patience 
shown by the parents who miss 
out on a place for their child and 
are determined to try again the 
following year”.

Year 11 students benefit from a 
workplace internship program in 
areas such as secretarial studies, 
hospitality and carpentry with over 
80 percent going on to jobs after 
they graduate from the school.  

“There is a really 
strong motivation on 
the part of the students 
to learn and succeed 
here with limited 
resources available in 
the classrooms”, Br Ken 
explains.

“It’s such a change from what I saw 
in New York City where you have 
to keep the students engaged with 
the latest computers and electronic 
gadgets”.

“In Hohola, the students are happy 
to see a chalkboard in class and 
yet they are incredibly communi-
ty-minded and always willing to 
share what little they have with 
their classmates and friends”.

“They have ended up teaching me 
far more than I could teach them”.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Australia
2016

Lasallian Middle Managers 
Conference (Level 3), 
Brisbane
June 7-8
Lasallian Youth Ministry 
Workshop, Phillip Island, 
Victoria
4 July
Pilgrimage- In the Footsteps 
of St De La Salle
September 25-October 9

Pakistan
2016

Pakistan Chapter of Vows, 
Faisalabad
7 May

Annual Retreat 2016, Murree
12-18 June
Canonical Visit of Br Visitor 
David Hawke
3-10 October

Papua New Guinea
2016

Student Leaders formation 
program
11th June
National Gathering of 
Lasallian Teachers in PNG,
10-13 July
Back to Bomana, 70th 
anniversary celebrations of 
the De La Salle Brothers in 
PNG
27-28 august
What makes a Lasallian 
Leader?- formation program,
29 October

New Zealand
2016

Heritage Program for new 
Lasallian teachers
26-28 april

Lasallian Retreat, Auckland
17-22 July
NZ Lasallians Gathering, 
Hamilton
17 September
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• The Golden Jubilarians

• Lasallian Alumni:Stephen Ager 
and Jeff  Carmichael

• Around Malvern: Br Peter 
Gilfidder

To contribute to the newsletter, please 
contact, Michael Kenny
LMC Communications Officer 
michaelkenny@delasalle.org.au

DE La SaLLE BROTHERS
PROvINcIaL OffIcE
P O Box 3485, Bankstown Square, 
NSW 2200, Australia
E: admin@delasalle.org.au
T: +61 2 9795 6400

In next month’s issue:

Around Southport
 &Q A   with Br John Cleary

Now aged 90 and a resident at the 
Villa La Salle retirement home at 
Southport on Queensland’s Gold 
Coast, Br John Cleary still swims 
daily in a heated pool and goes on 
a long walk each day with what he 
jokingly refers to as his ‘four wheel 
drive’-. his walking frame.

Educated by the De La Salle 
Brothers in Armidale in northern 
New South Wales, Br John has 
incredible experiences to share from 
his seven decades as a Brother in 
Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, 
Australia and New Zealand.

At an anniversary event to mark 
70 years of our District’s Mission 
in PNG, Br John reflects back on 
what led him to become a Brother 
and more specifically, a missionary.

“I was inspired by the example set 
by the great Belgian saint, Damien 
of Molokai who left his home 
country to minister to lepers on 
a remote Hawaiian island in the 
1860s”, Br John explains.

“At one stage a man from England 
who had just got off a ship 
confronted St Damien and told him 
that he would not help lepers if he 
were paid one thousand dollars for 
doing so”.

“And St Damien told the man- 
‘Neither would I, but I’d do it 
for God”.

Br John drew upon that message in 
his work with slum communities 

and prisons in the Philippines 
capital Manila in the 1980s and 
early 1990s.

“It was here that I helped to 
nurture the faith of the prisoners 
through a program run by the De 
La Salle Brothers there called the 
Inmate Catechists’”, he explained.

“It was so rewarding to see the 
prisoners there build a shrine to 
Our Lady as a result of that work”.

Br John has a strong interest in 
teacher education which was 
initially fostered in the 1960s as 
Principal of Sacred Heart Teachers 
College in Papua New Guinea.

“I was inspired by the people I 
met in PNG because they were so 
hungry for God”, Br John explains.

“I quickly realised that the best 
teachers were those who were 
born in PNG and who had grown 
up in the local culture and spoke 
the local language and I knew the 
students could relate well to them 
and ultimately that would enhance 
their learning as well”, he adds.

Br John’s passion for the Lasallian 
mission in PNG led him to return 
to the country in the 1990s where 
he worked in the novitiate in 
Bomana, training new Brothers.

He has seen a radical shift over 
recent decades with growing 
numbers of De La Salle Brothers 
handing over the leadership 

of schools and other works to 
Lasallian partners.

But he believes Lasallian partners 
are working well at keeping the 
charism.

“You look at the current 
generation of Lasallian leaders, like 
yourtown CEO, Tracy Adams, for 
example, who are so committed as 
Lasallians that it leaves the older 
generation of Brothers confident 
that the partners can continue the 
work that De La Salle started and 
he would be the first to support 
that”, Br John added.

He has spent nearly 75 years as a De La Salle Brother 
and yet has never lost the youthful zeal and commitment 
that led him into religious life in the 1940s.
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