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Lasallians Without Limits,working for a hopeful future.

Dear Lasallians,
As I write the Preparatory Committee
for the District Mission Assembly and
District Chapter to be held in 2018 is
meeting in the Provincial Office. The
Committee is chaired by Ms Tracy
Adams, Chief Executive Officer of
yourtown and its membership includes
Br Chris Gorringe, Mr Merv McCormack,
Br Thomas Mabol Yapo, Ms Julie
Alibrandi, Br Lewis Harwood and in
attendance is Br Shahzad George Gill.
The attendance today is inclusive of
all four Sectors of the District. Under
the umbrella of the words of Br Robert
Schieler, Superior General; “Let us allow
our imagination to envision a vibrant
future!” the Committee is working on a
draft District Strategic Plan 2018 – 2021.
The Preparatory Committee in its draft
has developed six strategic priorities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fidelity to Mission
Mission Delivery
Formation
Viability and Sustainability
Governance and Leadership
Brothers’ Life

More than ever before, an extensive
consultation of all across the District
is planned so that people have an
opportunity to be engaged in the
planning process as we move into
next year. I invite and encourage your
participation.
Br Robert speaks of a “vibrant future”
but let’s not forget that we also have
a vibrant present in the District of
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and
Papua New Guinea. Two major events
that concluded recently are indicative
of the vibrancy and vitality of the
District. The Lasallian Youth Gathering
(LYG) held in Sydney and the Lasallian
Global Women’s Symposium held in
Auckland were success stories, not only

in the attendance of delegates from across
the District, but more importantly in their
outcome. Over 250 Young Lasallians from
the four Sectors of the District attended
the largest LYG to date. Among the
highlights were the service day gatherings
held at 10 sites, the engagement of over
20 speakers and presenters, the final
day Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral and the
pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Mary of the
Cross MacKillop.
The buzz among the Young Lasallians
was just electric for the duration. The
contribution of our Youth Ministers and the
exemplary way they took on responsibility
was simply inspiring. Definitely a vibrant
present!
The Lasallian Global Women’s Symposium
gathered over 100 women representing 13
countries, with 87 women present from
our District. While initially planned by the
New Zealand Sector as a District event,
the symposium went global and reminded
us of our solidarity with Lasallians
beyond our District. The Sponsor-A-Sister
program realised AUD 73, 561 contributed
by Brothers’ communities and Lasallian
works. Approximately 40 women were
sponsored by the program. While the
outcomes are on www.delasalle.org.au, a
personal reflection by one of the women
speaks volumes:
•
•
•
•

We
We
We
We

must be bold
must be creative
must accept co-responsibility
have an obligation to act

Like LYG, the Women’s Symposium
reminds us of a vibrant present.
Recently I called in on a Lasallian Mission
Services team meeting. I reflected with
them, that from my observation Lasallian
Mission Service’s (LMS) has over the
past three years evolved into a very
professional team of Lasallians where
“faith and zeal” is the hallmark. LMS is a
success story in the District. And let’s add
to that the work that is carried out daily
by yourtown, in schools, by the Lasallian
Foundation, in teachers’ colleges and the
Share the Mission volunteers, and let’s
not forget how the District and its various
works reach out in solidarity to
Lasallians in need across the PARC
Region. All this points to a vibrant
present.
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On August 12 at ceremonies in Faisalabad
and Manila, candidates for the Brothers’
Life from the Sectors of Pakistan and
Papua New Guinea either professed
First Vows, received the religious habit
or were received into an initial stage
of formation known as the Postulancy.
Yet another indication of the District’s
vibrant present.
A word of caution; let’s not be
complacent.
It is so important to “allow our imagination
to envision a vibrant future” as Br Robert
urges. In the same letter for the May 15,
Feast of St. John Baptist de La Salle, Br
Robert wrote; “In this time of new life, let
us not bind ourselves to a language and
mentality that limits our horizons.
Let us put aside old and tired
conversations and rejoice in what is
springing up. Let us listen to these
seekers who are expressing new paths
for living the Lasallian charism.” As we
move towards next year, let’s heed these
words, in order to “envision a brighter
future.”
God bless you.
David Hawke FSC
Visitor

LASALLIAN

YOUTH GATHERING

Answering the Call:
One Call, Many Voices
After all the preparation, sweat and tears,
the Lasallian Youth Gathering 2017 (LYG17)
went off with quite the bang. With a stunning
display of diversity and vibrancy, 254
delegates from the District of ANZPPNG,
filled the hall at De La Salle College, Ashfield
in July, marking the largest Lasallian Mission
Council’s youth gathering to date.
As the minutes and seconds ticked closer to
the official commencement of the LYG, Youth
Minsters (the awesome) Sebastian Duhau,
Joanne Doueihi and the LYG Band, ensured
the audience was well warmed up by a few
decibels, paving the way for Br David Hawke’s
welcoming address and Acknowledgement of
Country.
Clearly overwhelmed by the diversity of
countries present;

“What an amazing turnout and what an impressive representation of our vibrant
ANZPPNG District. We have a large contingency of students from both New Zealand
and Australia (insert cheers and whoops), Papua New Guinea alone has fifty delegates
here today. And for the very first time, the Sector of Pakistan has made history with 15
delegates participating in their first Lasallian Youth Gathering.” Br David Hawke.
Br David got the think tanks going early by
asking: “If God called you, what would God
say”? After many colourful responses, Br
David spoke of the take home message:
“Jesus’ ONE VOICE called the twelve apostles
and many other disciples to give MANY
VOICES to his message: The Gospel.”
During July 10-14, students and adult
Lasallians at LYG participated in tailored
workshops and keynote presentations. By
early morning of day two, the mingling of
students from the different countries and
schools was well and truly underway. Walking
through the playground on breaks, students
from Armidale, Melbourne, Perth, New
Zealand and Pakistan were excitedly sitting
together while awaiting their next workshop.
Teacher Jerald Bablis from Jubilee Catholic
School in Papua New Guinea said of his
experience of LYG;
When questioned on their LYG experience
to date, all answered in unison, “ it’s been
awesome!” LYG provided an amazing variety

“I arrived with a large group of students
and it is so humbling to see them all really
come out of their shells and show their
true colours.”

of interactive workshops and live panel
discussions
concerning
Vocations,
teachings of De La Salle, being a Lasallian
in all professions and finding ways to
continue the Lasallian journey during and
after school. Such topics just scratch the
surface of the rich offerings available at
LYG17.
Students also participated in a range
of service activities throughout Sydney,
such as clean-up Australia locations,
planting trees in the local community,
packing and preparing a container
bound for Papua New Guinea schools,
providing maintenance in a local
Brothers’ Community, assisting people
with disabilities, and creating artwork
for the four Sectors of the ANZPPNG
District.
In all her grace and beauty, it was
St. Mary’s Cathedral that set the scene to
mark the closing Mass and ceremony for
the Lasallian Youth Gathering on July 14.
Over 254 delegates, Brothers and Lay
Partners gathered to mark what has
been a most significant event for the
District of Australia, New Zealand,
Pakistan and Papua New Guinea, and
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for the Lasallian Mission Council’s Youth
Ministry Team (YMT). A gathering that
has seen students and adult Lasallians
from across all our four Sectors, arrive as
strangers and leave as friends.
The Mass was led by Father Hong
Pham and Father Alan Gibson from St.
Vincent’s Parish, Ashfield. Offering take
home messages to the congregation
about community and faith, Executive
Director of Lasallian Mission Council,
Merv McCormack gave a show of thanks
to all who attended and to the YMT
for their hard work. After the Mass, all
254 delegates enjoyed lunch in Hyde
Park on a beautifully sunny day, before
venturing on a pilgrimage across the
Sydney Harbour Bridge towards St. Mary
Mackillop Place, North Sydney.
Former Share the Mission volunteer
from Balgo, Olivia Dunn said,

“I really get a lot out of these gatherings,
and it also works as a reminder about
just how big our Lasallian community
stretches.”

The Many Voices from LYG
By Amanda Proulx,
Assistant Director
of Formation (LMC)
The Lasallian Youth Gathering (LYG17) was
a beautiful example of what happens when
Young Lasallians come together. Across
the ‘boundaries’ of nationality, culture,
language, religion, age, and gender, an
atmosphere of community sprang up as
soon as delegates began to arrive. Each
visitor to the Gathering commented on
the electricity of the atmosphere – it was
fun, full of life, warm and invitational, and
energising! That is what gives such simple
events the power to transform people
in the course of just a few days. The fact
that all four Sectors of our District were
represented among the delegates at LYG
was a first, and it made a clear difference
in the Gathering that took place. It felt as
if our Young Lasallians community had all
four of our limbs for the first time!
According to the enthusiastic feedback
that we have received from LYG delegates,
people went home feeling connected,
inspired, and empowered. Our challenge
now is to continue finding new and
better ways to keep them connected to
one another and the broader Lasallian
community; to continue forming them in
what it means to be Lasallian; and to make
sure that they are supported in seeking and
taking up opportunities to put themselves
in service to our shared mission.

Brother Zohaib Gill, La Salle
Technical College, Hohola,
Papua New Guinea
If I could describe my experience, attending
LYG17, I would have to say it was one of
the most enriching experiences of my
life, and that isn’t an exaggeration. I was
really pleased, first of all to be part of the
very enthusiastic and motivated group of
students from our College. It was a time
to get to know the students in a totally
different and yet very real situation and
be part of their fun and learning. Secondly,
the program and all its activities were
well planned and executed tremendously
with such commitment and high morale.
I was deeply impressed to see young
students and leaders highly organised and
taking charge of handling, inspiring and
motivating the rest who came from all over
our diverse District.
I was also very happy to visit such beautiful
places in Sydney. It was indeed a wonderful
experience to go for a pilgrimage to the
shrine of St. Mary MacKillop, to walk across
the Harbour Bridge and take pictures with
the students with the Opera House in the
background. Aside from all these wonderful
experiences, to be able to attend some
inspiring sessions conducted by some great
Brothers was a real bonus. These sessions
really broadened my horizons on how to
look at the not so beautiful side of our
world and contribute to its wellbeing in our
own capacities wherever we are. The life
story and vocation journey of St. La Salle
never ceases to inspire me, but the way we
looked at it with Br John Cantwell was very
sustaining and aided me to be stronger in
my faith in God and His Providence.
At the end, I would say that these sorts of
gatherings should be always promoted to

nurture and strengthen the faith and zeal
of our youth and to instil in them the Spirit
of Faith, Community and Service as they
can and are responding to ONE CALL with
MANY VOICES!

Matthew Woolaston,
teacher and chaperone
from Holy Spirit,
Catholic College, Lakemba
Two upstanding representatives of the
College gave up their break to celebrate
the word and call of God and to interact
with hundreds of students from across
Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea
and Pakistan in a show of great spiritual
solidarity. Students, James Bounader
and Anthony Stanbouli spent their week
immersing themselves in the cultures and
experiences of other students, sharing
stories, expressing their own perspectives
on Faith, Service and Charity and leading
by example by undertaking mission work in
the local community.
In this way, through their experiences these
boys exemplified the message of the week,
“One Call, Many Voices” and, themselves
began to contemplate the ways they as
students of Holy Spirit Catholic College can
respond to God’s call to provide service to
those in need and how best we may spread
this message among our community. On
behalf of the College staff, students, parents
and friends, I wish to commend these boys
on the upstanding manner in which they
conducted themselves, engaged with the
program and represented their community.
I particularly wish to acknowledge and
thank Mr Phillip Scollard for his support
of our students undertaking this four-day
pilgrimage.
To Mr Milad Khalil, my thanks for his support
and shared supervision of the boys. Finally,
to Elias Bounader, our Lasallian Youth
Minister, who, across this week facilitated
sessions with both our students and those
abroad and encapsulated the very desire
for our students at Holy Spirit Catholic
College, to live a life of service to others in
proclamation of God’s ultimate message of
Faith, Service and Charity.

James Bounader,
student from Holy Spirit,
Catholic College, Lakemba
During the second week of the holidays,
I attended a Lasallian Youth Gathering
camp which brought together students
from Lasallian schools worldwide on
a spiritual retreat over the course of a
week. The camp aimed to inspire many
to carry out the Lasallian traditions and
teachings back at their individual schools
and communities, and acknowledge that
through all our differences we can still unite
through the common belief in God. A total
of 254 students from Papua New Guinea,
Pakistan, New Zealand and across Australia
participated in several workshops and talks
which spoke about the importance of the
Christian faith and how we as Lasallians can
continue to seek change.
The most important element I took away
was how the sense of a strong community
can impact people in an extremely positive
way, and no matter how insignificant we
may feel, as individuals we can always
positively impact our community. Overall
it was a thoroughly rewarding experience
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that allowed me to connect with my faith
and forge new friendships with people
both in Australia and overseas.

Nathaniel Peters,
Francis Douglas Memorial,
New Zealand
During the holidays, Dominic Coleman,
Ben Leary, Ethan Webber, James Avey and
I set off to Sydney with our teacher Miss
Beckett to take part in the 2017 Lasallian
Youth Gathering. We participated in many
workshops and group discussions and
listened to presentations from Brothers
and inspiring youth leaders who each
talked about their faith journey and what
lead them to the Lasallian Youth Gathering.
We also had the opportunity to help out in
the local community with activities such as
moving items of furniture for an overseas
shipping container project and gardening.
We also helped out a disability organisation
in East Hills by spending the day at a
local park playing games, and meeting
new people. What we all gained from
the LYG experience was the importance
of community. We were surprised by the
Lasallian Faith, Service and Community
approach that each school demonstrated.
This allowed for our College to connect on
these similar values. Now that LYG is over,
we are planning to organise communityfocused events at our school, promoting all
year levels and staff engagement. We would
like to give back to our local community
with more service opportunities and
supporting those in need. In the future, we
hope that all three Lasallian schools from
New Zealand: FDMC, John Paul College
Rotorua and De La Salle Mangere will have
other opportunities to work together.

LMC

Student Programs
2018
The Young Lasallians Team (YLT)
would like to facilitate programs for
your students in 2018. The YLT take
great pride in working with each
individual school offering a tailored,
program
experience.
The
Team
care about getting to know your
community and meeting the needs
of your students. Drawing on the
latest research, as well as the team’s
own extensive experience, the Young
Lasallians Team have developed a
reputation within and beyond Lasallian
schools for effective and high-quality
Youth Ministry.
If you are interested in learning
about our programs or booking the
Young Lasallian’s services for next
year, please contact Amanda Proulx
Assistant Director of Formation for
Young Lasallians, AmandaProulx@
delasalle.org.au or (02) 9795 6459.
Please note that there will also be a
booklet detailing the programs offered
by the team available in both electronic
and print form, so watch your inbox for
further details! We are proud to serve
the schools and colleges of our District.

LASALLIAN  YOUTH GATHERING
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ANSWERING THE CALL
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GLOBAL
WOMEN’S
SYMPOSIUM
Auckland
New Zealand
July 16-19
“Attending the Global Women’s Symposium
was a renewing experience for me after
serving the Lasallian Mission for 25 years.
It is always inspiring and humbling to hear
stories of commitment from our Lay Partners
and Brothers alike. The Symposium was
clearly and strongly an expression of our love
for the Mission.
It was a venue to appreciate one’s gifts and
contribution in teaching minds, touching
hearts, and transforming the lives of the
young. I am extremely grateful for the
opportunity and I am grateful for being a
Lasallian woman,” Josefina Tuazon Burgos,
Formation Coordinator, La Salle Green Hills,
Manila, Philippines.
Delegates and guests from the Lasallian
Global Women’s Symposium were given
a whole-hearted welcome (haere mai)
by the host country and friendly locals
in Auckland, New Zealand July 16-19.
After an amazing display of culture and
national pride, two women chanted Maori
greetings at the opening ceremony and a
group of Lasallian students performed the
traditional ‘haka’ while delegates gathered
in the foyer.

Symposium organiser, Trish Carroll, joined
by the Symposium Steering Committee,
CEO of yourtown, Tracy Adams, CEO
of Lasallian Foundation, Miranda Chow,
Assistant Director of Formation, Amanda
Proulx, set the course for the Symposium
which focused on the five following aims:
•   What are the current realities and
experiences of Lasallian women?
•   How do we create opportunities to
give voice to Lasallian women?
• How do we foster global relationships?
• Imagine the Institute in 20 years’
time. What will the Lasallian women’s
vocation look like?
It was clear from early on, that significant
conversations would occur over the
next four days. In a room where women
outnumbered the men, Brothers and
Lay Partners were very much part of
the dialogue. Superior General, Br Bob
Schieler, Br Visitor, David Hawke, General
Councillors Br Ricky Laguda, Br Rafa Matas,
and Br Gustavo Ramirez, Br Ed Phelan, and
Executive Director of the Lasallian Mission
Council, Merv McCormack all took part.
Echoing the Symposium’s theme: Women
as change makers to our ongoing Lasallian
story.

Br David Hawke commenced proceedings by
stating; “That you all continue to be movers
and shakers and change makers towards our
Lasallian story and as I often like to say: no
women, no Mission.”
With an understanding that concrete
resolutions would be challenging to achieve
at the Symposium, the focus was clear:
How do we collectively move the Lasallian
story forward on a global scale?
In his opening address, Superior General,
Br Robert Schieler said;
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“It is your challenge and responsibility to
describe the specific contribution of women
to our common mission and to envision new
and invigorating modes of participation. Your
task is to help me and the rest of the Lasallian
Family appreciate the ‘women’s perspective’
and the experienced-based ‘women’s impact’
that you contribute to Lasallian educational
communities.”
Always on point and an inspiration to
many, Assistant Director of Formation and
Steering Committee member, Amanda
Proulx, shared her thoughts on what she
wished delegates would take away;

“I hope each and every one of you are able to
gain a deeper sense of what it means to be a
Lasallian.”
After an introduction about the four
significant women who helped to shape
the history of the Lasallian story, Tracy
Adams and Amanda Proulx presented
delegates with some sobering world
statistics involving women, such as; “35% of
women have experienced physical or sexual
abuse; two-thirds of the world’s illiterate
are women; two-thirds of the world’s most
disadvantaged are women; a woman dies
every 90 seconds through childbirth/
pregnancy complications. Thousands of
women are annually murdered in honour
killings; only 24% of business leaders are
women, and in 195 countries, only 10 women
are serving as Head of State”.
Upon hearing statistics such as these, it
would have been natural to feel somewhat
helpless in creating any positive change
however, as part of the Lasallian Mission
and the legacy of the Founder, there was
a clear focus on education and care for
the vulnerable and acknowledgement of
the significant impact education has on
the lives of children and families across the
world. The delegates were already part of
this positive change. They were, and have
been, carrying out the work, and it was a
timely reminder.

A child born to a mother who is able to
read is 50% more likely to survive past the
age of five, to be immunised and to attend
school. Wages, agricultural income, and
productivity all critical for reducing poverty
are higher where women who are involved
in agriculture receive a better education.
Each additional year of schooling beyond
primary school offers greater payoffs
for improved opportunities, options and
outcomes.
The Symposium offered a variety of
workshops and in-depth table discussions
to unpack the many ideas and opinions.
Delegates shared their personal stories
within their present-day context, describing
challenges and successes on the local
level. This offered all delegates a chance
to hear the different contexts and unique
perspectives yet, all sharing common
aspects regardless of the different locations.
The Symposium worked as a reminder
that the Mission may be different in local
contexts but the Mission is one and the
same on a global scale. Discussions focused
on ways in which change and evolution is
always important within our realities and
must continue for the future of the Mission.
As Brother Ricky Laguda said;

“Change always involves risk and uncertainty.”
With 56% of the world’s Lasallians being
female Partners, the importance of women
to the Mission was obvious. Circular 461
notes the contribution of Lasallian women
in the Mission and specifically speaks of
women’s participation as ‘essential’. Circular
470 encourages the promotion of new
leadership among Brothers and Lasallians
who will boldly and creatively respond to
the Church of the 21st century.
On the fourth day, all delegates continued
their table discussions and many of the
attendees were positive that no one would

return to their prospective homes without
an action plan. All delegates were invited
to reflect on the Symposium aims, to add
input, and to seek consensus on specific
resolutions.
It was decided that all Symposium
outcomes would be formally prepared
and submitted to the Brother Superior
General and the General Council for
consideration. Trish Carroll will conclude
her role as Symposium organiser by
preparing a formal report for the General
Council.
In addition, Trish was honoured for her
Lasallian commitment and zeal with
appointment as an affiliated member
of the Institute of the Brothers of the
Christian Schools. This is a century old
tradition offered by the Institute for
acknowledging the commitment and
affiliation of Lay People.
In his closing address, Br Bob concluded:

“Do not look to Rome for the answers, do
not wait for Rome for the answers. The
answers are here in this room. We have
the established structures in place brought
about by the Brothers, but we need you. I
need you to move this forward. I encourage
you to be creative.”
Between the realities of moving the
Mission forward, delegates also enjoyed a
trip to the Auckland Museum, an evening
of entertainment from the Sweet Adeline
quartet and an array of traditional dances
from the Pacific region.
Upon conclusion but in some ways only
marking the beginning, Br Bob Schieler
added; “My heart is filled from what I
have experienced over the past four days.
This Symposium is a result of the great
Lasallian family.”

SYMPOSIUM
OUTCOMES
• A need to have an international
steering committee or advisory
group, with a true representation
from all Regions and Districts,
cultures, ages and Ministries.
• A true representation of the
International Women’s Council
with a Mission Statement and
clear purpose statements by the
end of 2017; an appointment of
person(s) as a short-term bridge
to effectively get this started in a
timely manner and consider the
potential use of secondment to
utilise existing skills/experience.
• Engagement with District/
Regional groups that work with
existing structures.
• Ensure inclusivity and collective
Lasallian voice, gender parity in
leadership and representation
with concrete policy. Be culturally
sensitive.
• Effectively communicate using
both virtual and traditional means
to inform, engage, and include ALL
Lasallians.
• Global, Regional and District
mentoring program using a variety
of structures (technology/faceto-face) tailored to meet the
individual needs.
• Engage the voice of students/
clients/Young Lasallians
immediately in Mission planning,
as well as in the promotion of
Lasallian vocation.
• Create a database and directory
for global connections.
• We acknowledge the need to
remain faithful to the Mission by
bringing to life the commitments
contained without our Lasallian
documents.
• The personal commitment of all
delegates to share this experience,
knowledge, and outcomes with
their local Lasallian communities
upon return.

1
7
MON THLY N EWSL ET T E R AU G / SE P 2 0 1 7

Committed
Lasallian

Q&A

with

Sheryll Extra - Isoaimo
Current Position: English Teacher

Number of years as a
teacher?
Four years in Jubilee Catholic
Secondary School in Port Moresby.
11 years in Don Bosco Technical School
in Port Moresby.
One year in Canossa School of Life
Port Moresby and two years in the
Canossa School in the Philippines.

What inspired you to become
a teacher?
I became involved in education almost by
default. I started as a Lay volunteer with
the Jesuits immediately after graduating
from the Ateneo Jesuit University in
Manila. I was assigned to the formal
education sector although I did not train as
a teacher. I was then sent to the mountains
in the Philippines, where I met some of the
most amazing students. I then volunteered
for an opportunity in PNG - where again I
was asked to teach. I discovered I enjoyed
the clerical side of being a teacher, such
as preparing the lessons, marking papers
and grading. I especially enjoyed seeing
the eyes and faces of my students when
something totally new became clear. So, I
decided to stay.

What are some of your career
highlights?
I was working at Don Bosco, Port Moresby
for more than a decade, serving there as a
Deputy Principal and in Academic Studies
for eight years until I left to transfer to
Jubilee Catholic Secondary School. In
my first year at Jubilee, I helped with
organising the school-wide cultural show
as a major fundraiser for the school. I also
helped with the special events committee,
organising the school graduation days.
As a teacher, the highlight for me is that
special time when I meet former students
in the mall or on the road, and a quick chat
with them tells me that they are okay, they
are happy, they are successful and on their
own way.

What are some of your
challenges as a teacher?
The biggest challenge for me are the
students who are stubborn and refuse to
take any feedback or direction, sometimes
it can feel that efforts are hopeless.

WOMEN AS CHANGE MAKERS

By Amanda Proulx

By Sir Brother Patrick Lynch

Words cannot describe the sense of
honour and privilege I feel about having
been a member of the organising
committee for the Lasallian Global
Women’s Symposium.

This District sponsored event, was a
wonderful occasion for Lasallian women
from 14 countries to get to travel there
and promote their vital roles as major
players
in
the
international
Lasallian
education
project.
New
Zealand Lasallian were delighted to host
the event which was attended by 130
Lasallians.

Assistant Director
of Formation (LMC)

Each one of the committed Lasallians
who came together in Auckland were
clearly ready and willing to engage
deeply in the work of the Symposium.
There was a felt sense of the potential
of this event to shape the future of the
Institute – a real sense of the historical
significance of our time together.
Much like the Lasallian Youth Gathering
held the week before, the Symposium
quickly became a vibrant Lasallian
community.
Many
attendees
had
connected with one another beforehand
on social media, and many others formed
fast friendships in table groups, during
the “Emmaus Walk” experience, and
during social opportunities. It was lovely
to be a part of it all.

Sector Coordinator for
New Zealand

The occasion was blessed with the
presence of Br Robert Schiller, Superior
General,
two
General
Councillors,
Br- Gustavo and Rafa as well as the
Visitor, David Hawke. As a result of the
resolutions that emanated from the
Symposium, delegates, committed to
be active in promoting the Lasallian
Mission
in their home countries by
their greater participation in Lasallian
affairs in their various settings.
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What do you love most about
your job?
The best thing about being a teacher really
are my students, and watching their facial
expressions when they connect with the
concepts and ideas being shown. Teaching
also takes times, I love being able to witness
the little sparkle of change or see the seeds
I planted are blooming, that is the best
part. I also love the camaraderie with my
colleagues as we commiserate about the
noise, and problems our students might be
having.

Hopes and aspirations for your
school?
The talent and intelligence of our Jubilee
students cannot be hidden by the rundown building and facilities. I hope that the
agency and the government can improve
these aspects of the school so that students
may be offered the best opportunities. I
also hope for all the teachers, including me
to truly live out the Lasallian spirituality and
Mission in order to really offer ourselves for
the good of the students.

Lasallian Women
Called to gather on holy ground,
Bonded by a common mission,
We have come from different
backgrounds,
For different reasons, for a particular
season.
Stories of tears and hopes shared,
New friendships and commitments
formed. Lasallian women, you are
indeed called!
Oh women of faith, your God made
you His own.
Rise and let your voice be heard by
all. Through your hands, may children
be blessed.
Through your work, let the Mission be
known. Through our love, may lives
be transformed.
ANIMO, let God’s spirit breathe
new life in You! A reflection from
Josefina Burgos, Philippines.

Committed Lasallian
Fleur Cameron

Current Position: Counsellor at Kids Helpline, Brisbane, Qld
Kids Helpline is a service of yourtown
I had the pleasure of meeting Fleur
at the Global Women’s Symposium
held in Auckland, New Zealand in
July. It was my first time attending an
international Lasallian event of this size
where delegates were able to immerse
themselves within a diverse melting
pot of shared experiences and opinions
from different lands and time zones.
With so many inspirational delegates,
it was humbling to learn about a job
Fleur loves and of her own Lasallian
journey.
A Counsellor for 17 years, Fleur has
worked in schools and in alternate
education programs. Her current role
at Kids Helpline based in Brisbane,
offers free counselling services for
young people in Australia between the
ages of five and 25. Fleur has spoken
to many young people from all over
Australia, from the bush to the city,
wealthy or without a dollar to their
name. This valuable counselling service
offers support through telephone and
online.
When Fleur first joined Kids Helpline
in 2000, she had no knowledge about
the Lasallian community or the works

of the DLS Brother before she attended
a Lasallian retreat in Narooma for Adult
Formation. It was here at this retreat
Fleur learned about the De La Salle
Brothers and of the Mission and it was
here she started to understand how Lay
People and Partners can also be a part
of the Mission through their work.
“What I discovered at this retreat was
that the Brothers see us (Lay People)
as a vessel for the Mission, and they
expressed so much gratitude for the
work we do within our own roles. I love
my job, and I do feel called, even as a
non-religious person to this work. I feel
I am using the best of myself to help
aid the Mission.   I feel quite strongly
about that.”
“I have been doing this work for 17 years,
and at times it can be very exhausting
and I have had periods where I have felt
quite demoralised. Regardless of these
challenges, it still remains a deep calling
for me.” I am a shift worker and it’s a
constant turnaround and we’re busy
and often we don’t have the time to even
talk with our colleagues. I love coming
to these things, because events such as
these are nourishing. I have particularly

enjoyed the Women’s Symposium as I’ve
have a chance to meet these amazing
women from all over the world. We all
have different roles but essentially, what
we are all sharing is from the heart. That’s
what it’s about for me, the opportunity
to share as well as listen.
For Fleur, it was significant to learn
about an organisation that was begun by
Brothers who had a deep and genuine
commitment to their work and Mission.
“It made me feel connected and
supported. Even though I am supported
by my organisation, sometimes
organisations can feel pragmatic and
very much focused on outcomes and
statistics or there simply isn’t enough
time in the day to take time out, and
then you come to something like this
(Lasallian Global Women’s Symposium)
and I am reminded that the heart of
my work…and you really do require so
much heart in this line of work is here.
We all contribute to the Mission in our
own way.”
“Attending a Lasallian gathering, is almost
like, food for the heart,” concluded Fleur.

Delegates from the Global Women’s Symposium
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GLOBAL WOMEN’S SYMPOSIUM
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WOMEN  AS CHANGE MAKERS
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A VISIT TO

PAPUA
NEW
GUINEA

By Sr Antoinette Baldwin rsj
Health Care Coordinator

There were warnings of third world
conditions, pending riots, violence around
the elections and rascals with machetes.
These came from Smart Traveller, friends,
my over- protective (and mildly jealous)
younger brother and my own Regional
leader. What I found was the inevitable
Lasallian hospitality, a surprising similarity
to Northern Australia, drinkable water,
Australian electrical sockets, people
who spoke English, Wi-Fi and electricity
that worked most of the time and very
comfortable and clean accommodation.
It was hot but pleasantly so. I felt safe,
and welcomed the opportunity to become
further immersed in the works of the
District and particularly to assist where I
could in in establishing health systems for
the Brothers. Then there was the incredible
beauty of the mountains and landscapes.
We were careful and stayed safe and well.
The Brothers: As always, the Brothers were
hospitable and welcoming, going out of
their way to make us feel at home and to
show us the Ministries. I met with all except
Br Alphonso Zoanetti who was in Italy. My
meeting with Br Rick Gaffney was brief as
he was heading for Australia, however it
was enough to glean some of the health
challenges and some directions for the visit.
I was struck by the multicultural nature of
the communities and the unspoken efforts
to transcend and accommodate cultural
difference. I was also struck by the number
of people who asked after Brothers who
had returned to Australia – appreciative of
what they have done and the legacy they
have left.

the Lasallian spirit. Invariably there was a
preference for the poor, and concomitant
programs to make service of the poor a
reality including: the breakfast program
and arrangements for non-paying students
at Hohola; nutrition programs at Child
Jesus Preschool and Mun; education of
students from the settlements everywhere
and generosity, fundraising and judicious
use of the donations from the Foundation
‘Containers’. Every teacher and student
from 2-year-old pre-schoolers up is familiar
with ‘touching hearts, transforming minds,
changing lives’. ‘Live Jesus in our hearts’
is a catchphrase – even where Brothers
no longer work, or have never worked, the
spirit remains strong.

The Lasallians: As everyone else is aware
and I was to learn, there is in PNG a core
group of very committed Lasallians. I met
some of the women who I would later again
see in New Zealand for the Symposium.
At the time, we told them to wear shoes
and socks!! Scott and Matt, the Share the
Mission volunteers were fully engaged in
the work and do not want to leave. I met
Alex at Bomana only briefly. We were
trying to encourage them to take up their
Uni offers, finish their education and then
come back if they still wish to.

The Foundation: Travelling with Miranda
Chow from the Foundation was a bonus.
I could gain access to and therefore an
appreciation of much of what is described
above. She is much loved by everyone
and has a genuine affection and regard for
the Brothers. I was struck by her ability to
see possibilities to assist and to use even
the simplest things – like discarded carpet
squares from schools in Australia for
children to sit on. She showed me curtains,
chairs, computers, projectors, books and a
host of other goodies that may be second
hand here but are like gold to the schools
in PNG. I saw simple buildings that make
all the difference between education
and illiteracy to the children from the
settlements. She could tell the people in
Mt Hagen (where it was chilly) that a whole
bundle of fleecies were on the way as a
donation from one of the firms.

The Health Challenges: While the above
paragraphs may seem to idealise the PNG
experience there are obviously significant
challenges. For me as a health professional
the primary focus has to be health care
and health maintenance for the Brothers.
Like all emerging nations, PNG has been
inundated with supermarkets, fast food
outlets, coffee shops and restaurants that
give rise to poor nutritional practices,
weight gain and an increase in first world
diseases such as heart disease, diabetes,
hypertension and obesity. Improved roads
and transport mean that people are walking
less. The traditional health problems
still exist with tropical diseases such as
malaria, dengue, Japanese encephalitis
and chikungunya an ever-present threat.
Although the water supply is generally
safe, Hepatitis A, cholera and typhoid are
contracted through contaminated food
and water. Hepatitis B is also common,
and while the Brothers are not in an at-risk
group there is always the danger of needle
stick injury or contact with blood if a child
is injured on the playground.

She thought of the donors as well, careful
to take photos of what their money or
goods has achieved. I was struck also by
her insistence that the schools exhaust
their own avenues and resources before
appealing to the Foundation. She gave no
false hope and while allowing them to have
‘wish lists’, was very clear on what was or
was not possible. I could never do what she
does and stand in awe at people who do. It
was clear that some would like to use the
Foundation as a modern day ‘cargo cult’,
but she was quick to disabuse them of that
notion. I must admit that my Josephite (as
well as my Lasallian) heart was stirred as
much by many of the very poor ‘peripheral’
ministries as by those owned by the
Brothers. One observation that was of
concern is of how many ministries in the
district and beyond the Foundation assists.

Conclusion: The eight days in PNG were
informative, profitable, busy, fun, tiring,
relaxing and challenging. Everyone we
met was welcoming and friendly. I have no
doubt that violence and corruption exists
and many expressed genuine fear at the
processes and outcome of the upcoming
elections. I learned of the attempted bribery
of and the threats against school principals.
However, I did not see one machete. We
met many committed, cultured, educated
people fluent in several languages and with
a wide world view. I was sorry to leave and
have come home with memories of a great
experience and a lot of ‘homework’. Since
returning home I have enrolled in an online
continuing education course of study with
a focus on tropical diseases - distribution,
epidemiology, causes, prevention, including
vaccinations, and treatment.

The Ministries: One cannot help but be
impressed by the diversity – from wellequipped facilities at Hohola to settlement
schools and open air sheds. Even more
one is struck by the similarities. Whether
owned and run by the Brothers, Lasallian
Associated or remotely connected, every
ministry claimed and appeared to exhibit
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De La Salle College, Malvern Victoria
First official College prayer in 105 years
By Rana Brogan, Deputy Principal – Faith and Mission
It was with great anticipation, at the
conclusion of the prayer service for The
Feast of the Assumption, College Captain,
James Biviano, presented to the College
community, the new and official College
Prayer. In 105 years history of the College,
there hasn’t previously been an official
College prayer.
Throughout the course of Term Two, Ms
Rana Brogan, Deputy Principal – Faith and
Mission met several times with James in his
role as College Captain, the two College
Vice-Captains, Aaron Trusler and Leon
Lymbouris and the five Lasallian Captains,
Joel Caruso, Chris Groves, Oliver Hart,
Peter Nikitas and Anthony Ticinovic. As a
group, they workshopped, word-smithed
and developed an official College prayer.
The process went through many stages,
including feedback from College Principal
Mr. Peter Houlihan as well as, the De La
Salle Brothers Community at Malvern
before finally, a final draft was decided.
Below is a copy of College Captain, James
Biviano’s speech to the College Community
It gives me great pride to be able to
present something that our senior student
leadership team has been working on.

By College Captain, James Biviano:
These are very exciting times, in the 105
years that De La Salle Malvern has been
around, we have never had an official De
La Salle College prayer; a prayer that gives
a De La boy a sense of pride, indicates a
commitment to faith and being a Lasallian,
a connectedness to the community and the
school that he represents.
It is hoped that the College prayer will help
to encapsulate what we stand for at De La
Salle College and one that will be frequently
read out in morning homeroom, Year Level
and House assemblies, major College
events, liturgies, assemblies and meetings.
So, a little bit on how the prayer developed.
In several after school workshops and
with guidance and direction from Mrs
Brogan, I along with Aaron and Leon the
two College Vice-Captains and the five
Lasallian Captains, Peter, Chris, Anthony,
Oliver and Joel sat and discerned how we
would begin. We took our inspiration from
various Lasallian prayers and the Five Core
Lasallian Principles as well as a range of
other College prayers to get a sense for the
style of how a College prayer sounds.

Let us remember we are in the
holy presence of God.
God, as our leader,
and guided by the Lasallian
Principles,
we commit ourselves to lives of
faith and excellence,
compassion, courage and
loyalty.
May we have a humble heart,
a generous spirit,
and a willingness to serve our
community.
In the likeness of the Founder,
may we live with virtue and love.
Inspired by a burning zeal to do
what is right and just,
we commit ourselves to the blue
and gold - Deo Duce.
St. John Baptist de
La Salle – Pray for us
Live Jesus in our
hearts – Forever!
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When we completed our first draft, we
began the feedback process. First, we took
on advice from Mr Houlihan and the De
La Salle Brothers and each time, we were
very encouraged by the suggestions they
offered and we felt that the suggestions
that came back from Mr Houlihan and
Br Michael Carroll FMS gave us essential
advice which we incorporated into the final
copy that we have here today. From there,
we met with the broader senior student
leadership team, who were also generous
with their feedback of the prayer.
It is hoped, that this prayer will stand
as a legacy of the 2017 senior student
leadership team, one that will be read and
reflected on by all members of the De La
Salle College community.
As the 207 College Captain, I stand before
you all today excited to reveal to you,
the new and official College prayer of De
La Salle College. I would now like to ask
the year 12 leadership team, the Tiverton
Captains and the Primary Captains to
stand as we announce the De La Salle
College prayer for the first time.

Lasallian
Volunteer

Passion for the

Lasallian
Mission
The story of Caleb Bainbridge:
Lasallian Student
Volunteer

Youth Minister

In 2013, Caleb Bainbridge was in his
second-to-last year at St. Bede’s College –
a Lasallian school in Melbourne, Australia
– a school that gives great emphasis to
the Lasallian values of Faith, Service and
Community, providing its students and
staff with opportunities to engage in the
Mission which has become the legacy of
our founder, St. John Baptist de La Salle.
“I kind of just fell into my first volunteer trip,”
says Caleb, who decided to ‘throw caution
to the wind’ and go for it: participation in
a school volunteer experience to Lasalle
College in Nakhon Sawan, Thailand. “My
most vivid memory of this immersion is the
smiling faces of the children that we were
helping. Interacting with the kids made
such an impact on me that I knew this was
an experience that I needed to continue
having into the future.”
Caleb entered his final year of high school
a little uncertain as to what would lie
ahead but what was clear to him was that
his decisions for the future would involve
working with young people. It was early in
that year that Caleb heard about ‘Share The
Mission’– a one year Lasallian Volunteers
program offered by Lasallian Mission
Services for the District of Australia, New
Zealand, Pakistan and Papua New Guinea,
reaching out to and working with young
people in some of the poorest and most
difficult environments in the district.

From this volunteer experience, Caleb then
went on to be employed at the school as
Assistant to the Principal, Br Rick Gaffney.
“It was clear to me that Caleb displayed
qualities of leadership, independence,
resilience and passion for the Mission,” said
Br Rick, “which are vital aspects of working
in a challenging environment like Balgo. He
certainly lived up to the Lasallian values he
acquired at school with the support and
encouragement he received from his family
and friends at home.”

“Caleb is a great example of
someone who has shown long-term
commitment,” believes Br Rick, “as
he’s moved from Lasallian student to
Lasallian Volunteer to Lasallian Youth
Minister. This kind of commitment is
very impressive.”

“I ended up volunteering in a
small Indigenous community in
the Australian desert called Balgo
– hundreds of kilometres from the
nearest town - where the De La
Salle Brothers ran Luurnpa Catholic
Primary School and a Trade Training
Centre for youth. I had a memorable
experience, learnt a lot and enjoyed
myself all at the same time.”
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Caleb returned to his hometown at the
end of 2015. “Currently I’m studying a
Bachelor of Science at university as well
as being the Lasallian Youth Minister at
my former school, St. Bede’s College,”
said Caleb. “This allows me the chance
to promote volunteer programs and
to participate as a staff member in this
year’s volunteer immersion for our senior
students to Lasallian placements in India.
I’m looking forward to that experience.”
Applications for 2018 Lasallian Volunteer
programs will be opening soon.
For more information please contact
Lasallian Volunteers Coordinator,
Kate Westhead
katewesthead@delasalle.org.au
www.delasalle.org.au/about-us/
lasallian-volunteers

TRIBUTES FOR OUR BROTHERS
Committed Lasallian: Brother Paschal Hagerty
By Brother Pat McCarthy

Pasch loved life to the end and gratitude for all the blessings that were his filled his heart.
Pasch chose all his life to be a Mary rather than a Martha. He loved reflecting on what was
ultimately important. He chose the better part in putting people first over getting marks in
on time, having a tidy desk or getting to bed on time.
Pasch had a zeal for the service of others, putting relationships first, getting your values and
priorities in order, bravery and gratitude are just a few of the things we can learn from his
life. Being caring, being interested, being honest, being available, being spiritual and being
involved were the blessing Paschal celebrated in the later years of his life.
May his example be a beacon for us as we avoid regret coming dressed as wisdom as we
grow older. As George Eliot said, our dead are never dead to us until we have forgotten
them. Long may you live in our hearts Paschal as you wait for us to join you in heaven.

Committed Lasallian: Brother Tom Normoyle
By Brother Gerard Rummery

Tom was an extraordinarily gifted person. In the deepest sense of his vowed life, he went
cheerfully wherever he was sent and did whatever was asked of him. In his concern for others,
he was hospitable and generous to a fault. The later blooming of his talents for art and ceramics
was never something for himself but something to be shared with others.
On behalf of the Brothers, I wish to express our sincerest appreciation to the Daughters of
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and their staff at St. Joseph’s. Tom was rather challenging at
times as he battled with dementia. However, Tom had a minor stroke about 6 months ago, and
began to walk again, recognise Brothers, and hold conversation somewhat easily.
He celebrated his 89th birthday with family and the Brothers, and, from then, always looked
forward to visits from the Brothers. Tom was in his own unique way a wonderful Brother for
us all. We will miss him. May he rest in the peace of the Lord whom he served so well and so
often in others.

La Salle Higher Secondary School, Multan
Annual Board Results, Class Matriculation of 2017

La Salle are happy to announce the annual results for the matriculation of the class of 2017 (Secondary School Certificates). There were
56 students who undertook the state examination held by the BISE, Multan (Board of Intermediated and Secondary Education, Multan).
To honour all high achievers, the school organised an awards ceremony on August 3, 2017 in the La Salle Auditorium. The highest score
was 1086/1100 and the student who achieved this outstanding result declared that he credited his success to his Lasallian Teachers and
the Values adopted at La Salle Multan.
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Lasallian
Volunteer

Q&A

with

Claudia Jones

About Claudia
My family and I were living in Perth, Western
Australia and I attended La Salle College,
Middle Swan. I enjoy travelling with my family
and friends, and exploring new places. One of
my favourite things to do is go to the beach
and now that I am in Sydney, I am excited to
explore the beaches. Even though I am a very
picky reader, I do love to read and having
time to myself. I go to the gym regularly
because keeping physically and mentally fit is
important to me.

What inspired you to become a
Lasallian Volunteer?
In 2017 I was a new student to La Salle College
and the ethos of the school. During the year,
I began to develop an understanding of what
it meant to be Lasallian and learn the values
of the school. During this time, I also had the
privilege of meeting the Share The Mission
(STM) volunteers that were at the school.
At first, I didn’t fully understand what their
roles were about but I did start to develop an
understanding about what it meant to be a
Lasallian and learn about the school culture. I
started to understand and see the impact and
influence they had on the school. This is what
inspired me and as a result it made me want
to reach out to the wider Lasallian community
and help those less fortunate than myself. Not
only did the STMs inspire me but La Salle also
inspired me. The College was always ready
to reach out and help others wherever they
could. I wanted to do this, on a personal and
individual level.

What have been some of
your highlights as a Lasallian
Volunteer?
Completing six months at John Paul College,
Rotorua I had the opportunity to work with
students with special needs. Although it was
confronting and challenging on some days,
the students that I worked with taught me a
lot and I was able to develop strong ties with
these students. One thing that will always
stay with me is when the students would
walk past to say hello. I then began to realise
the impact I was having. Being in a new
country I also had the opportunity to travel
the country. This meant that I could get a
greater understanding of the rich culture
of New Zealand. Working at a school and
travelling meant that I met some of the most
amazing people. Becoming a volunteer has
allowed me to deepen my faith and explore
further what it means to be Lasallian.

What are your current
responsibilities at the
Lasallian Mission Council
Provincial Office?
I am assisting Kate Westhead, the STM
Coordinator with updating and building
upon the volunteer programs by consulting
with interested volunteers. I also provide
support to the Young Lasallian Team on
retreats when needed.

What is next for your
Lasallian journey?
After my time as a volunteer I plan on
going to university to study a Bachelor
of Nursing. Working with a very diverse
group of people has confirmed that I want
to work in an industry helping people. This
is something I would like to do. I also hope
to stay connected within the Lasallian
community and be someone that new
STMs can come to for advice.

UPCOMING EVENTS
AUSTRALIA
September 25 – 27
Camp La Salle – Melbourne
• DLS Malvern
• Camp La Salle takes place in several locations
around the District each year
(Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Auckland).
This program is by invitation for a small 		
number of students in years 7/8.
November 20
Encounter Day – Sydney
• Oakhill College
• Encounter Day brings together senior student
leaders from our eight Lasallian schools in
Sydney. It provides an opportunity for 		
building relationships between the schools as
well as leadership and faith development for
the students.

November 27 – 29
Camp La Salle – Sydney
• The Collaroy Centre, Collaroy
• Camp La Salle takes place in several locations
around the District each year
(Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Auckland

NEW ZEALAND
September 14
Young Lasallians Evening Gathering – Auckland Area
•

DLS Mangere

•

First of these style gatherings to be held in NZ.

September 21 – October 21 (annual)
International Lasallian Days for Peace
•

International Lasallian ‘event’
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