
During the 45th General Chapter 
of  the Institute of  the Brothers 

of  the Christian Schools which con-
cluded in Rome in June 2014, the 
Revised Rule was approved and has 
since been approved also by the Holy 
See. Section 18 of  the Rule reads; 
“The mission of  the Brother finds its 
sustenance in the passion of  God for 
the poor. Sharing this same passion, 
the Brothers have, from the beginning 
of  the Institute, carried out their 
mission “together and by association”.  
And in another place the Rule reminds 
us; “Today, the Brothers pursue the 
Lasallian mission in partnership with 
men and women who recognise the 
relevance of  the Lasallian charism” 
(Rule 13).
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The range of  activities in which 
the Lasallian Mission Service’s 

team has engaged in recent months 
has been substantial. Retreats and 
reflection days; development of  the 
District’s new website (soon to be 
launched); LMC Board meetings; an 
inaugural meeting of  Institute- owned 
schools’ Board Chairs and Principals; 
meetings of  LMC’s Formation Com-
mittee to plan programs for 2016; 
meetings at Broken Bay Institute; gov-
ernance workshops; school visits 
across the District, including NZ, 
Pakistan and PNG; Buttimer I; plan-
ning for the Lasallian Education Con-
ference in Perth, April 2016; meetings 
at ACU Melbourne; meetings of  the 
Lasallian Foundation; reviewing and 
rewriting policies and, in some cases, 
developing new policies which meet 
higher than ever statutory require-
ments; meetings of  Lasallian Princi-

Dear Colleagues,
It is a pleasure to share a few thoughts in this 
first edition of  the District Newsletter.

pals across Australia; planning for 
twinning possibilities in 2016 and 
beyond; and building the LMS team 
(welcome, Julie Alibrandi- Operations 
Manager, and Michael Kenny- Com-
munications Officer) to help deliver 
enhanced services throughout the 
District. 

There has been very significant time 
and commitment given to reviewing 
our lines of  communication and 
accountability, as well as assessing 
quality control of  how we do, what 
we do. We are making good progress, 
but we know we have a way to go to 
achieve the level of  achievement 
expected of  us. At Buttimer I, I was 
struck by an expression used by Br 
Jeff  Calligan as he described how 
systems often work. Jeff  spoke of  
‘building the bridge as we walk on it’; 
I thought it described what it must 

The District of ANZPPNG: 
Together and by 
Association

From the origins of  the Institute, the 
Brothers have taken a Vow of  Asso-
ciation and in the formula of  vows 
they pronounce; “I promise and vow 
association for the service of  the poor 
through education…” Nowadays a 
hallmark of  all Lasallians is that they 
work in the educational mission 
“together and by association”. What 
does this mean within this vast geo-
graphical District of  four countries; 
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan and 
Papua New Guinea?

With our particular Lasallian work we 
are very much local and focus primar-
ily on our school or other Lasallian 
work whether in Mt Hagen, Mel-
bourne, Multan, Mangere East or 
wherever in the District. But while we 

are together locally, we are associated 
with the other works in our country 
and in the District. As I move around 
the District I find Lasallians, both 
young people and adults having an 
increasing awareness of  other Lasal-
lians in the District and across our 
Lasallian world. In a spirit of  solidar-
ity we are in touch with each other 
“together and by association”.

I commend Lasallian Mission Services 
for this new publication which will 
share good news stories from across 
the District thus enhancing our aware-
ness of  the diversity of  the District’s 
educational mission, its vitality and 
outreach to the poor. We have every 
reason to take pride in how we care 
for those entrusted to our care and 
this publication highlights how as a 
District we work very much “together 
and by association”.

David Hawke FSC
Visitor
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“Think highly 
of  your work” 

- Meditations for the Feast of  
Saint Matthew

have been like for St John Baptist de 
La Salle and his early band of  Broth-
ers as they commenced their work, 
developed it, stumbled through it, 
regathered their energies, moved on 
as various ventures faltered, and com-
menced again- the continuing chal-
lenge to do their best in the face of  
what must have seemed, at times, like 
overwhelming obstacles. That the 
worldwide Lasallian network contin-
ues to prosper today, more than 330 
years later is proof  positive of  the 
effectiveness of  the work of  the 
Founder and his men. Yes, there are 
less Brothers today, but there have 
never been more Lasallians through-
out the world than there are today!  
We are privileged to be part of  that 
amazing story which continues to 
touch hearts and inspire minds.

Ancient legend has it that a King had 
a boulder placed on a roadway. He 
then hid himself  and watched to see 
if  anyone would remove the huge 
rock. Some of  the King’s wealthiest 
merchants and courtiers came by and 
simply walked around it. Many loudly 
blamed the King for not keeping the 

roads clear, but none did anything 
about moving the rock out of  the way. 
Then a peasant approached carrying 
a large load of  vegetables. Reaching 
the boulder, the peasant laid down his 
burden and began to move the stone 
to the side of  the road. After much 
pushing and straining, he finally suc-
ceeded. Before picking up his load of  
vegetables, he noticed a purse lying on 
the road where the rock had been. The 
purse contained many gold coins and 
a note from the King indicating that 
the gold was for the person who 
removed the boulder from the road-
way. The peasant learned what many 
never grasp. 

Every obstacle presents an opportu-
nity to improve our position. At LMS, 
we’re working very hard, at every 
opportunity, to improve our position.

Live Jesus in our hearts!

Merv McCormack
Executive Director
Lasallian Mission Council



Lasallians lead retreat at Joeys

NAIDOC 
commemorations 
at Balgo
In the first week of  August, 
Luurnpa Catholic School in 
Balgo Hills marked its annual 
NAIDOC Week, celebrating 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander history, culture and 
achievements.

The Lasallian school in Western 
Australia’s Kimberley region 
has 120 students drawn from 
the local Kukutja community. 

It also has a Trade Training 
Centre catering for students 
from 14 to 18 years who are 
interesting in gaining skills in 
areas such as construction and 
hospitality.

This year’s NAIDOC focused 
on the theme of  “We All 
Stand On Sacred Ground”. 

Families community wide 
attended the carnival themed 
event partaking in cultural 
dance, sand stories and a bush 
mangarri (food) feast. 

Students, staff  and community 
Members all had an enjoyable 
day reconnecting with the 
culture of  the Kukutja people.

By Caleb Bainbridge
#FaithServiceCommunity

Scarborough students
lend a hand in 
Sri Lanka
A group of  senior students from 
Southern Cross Catholic College in 
Scarborough have travelled to Sri 
Lanka this month as part of  an im-
mersion program funded by the 
Lasallian Foundation.

The 14 Year 11 students and eight 
staff  from the Brisbane school have 
been helping out as volunteers at 
three preschools in Colombo as well 
as at health clinics in the city.

St Bede’s students hard at work in Thailand and India
Drawing on the inspiration of  St 
John Baptist De La Salle, senior 
students from St Bede’s College in 
Mentone are embarking on volunteer 
projects, reaching out to poor and 
marginalised communities in Thailand 
and India this year.

This month, 11 Year 11 students and 
three members of  staff  have travelled 
to Sanghklaburi in Thailand to help the 
local community rebuild a kindergarten 
canteen that was destroyed in a violent 
storm earlier this year.

The students are also acting as 
volunteers at La Salle Learning 
Centre and the Bamboo School-two 

schools that offer a free education to 
many local Thai and impoverished 
refugee children from Myanmar.

In December, another group of  
senior students from St Bede’s 
College are travelling to southern 
India to help build permanent 
houses for impoverished locals.

The students are drawing upon funds 
raised through Mission Action Days 
to supply materials and specialised 
labour for the building projects.

The Lasallian Faciltator at St Bede’s 
College, Mark Micallef  said the school 
has a long tradition of  reaching out 
to the disadvantaged.

Lasallian Mission Services ran a vi-
brant social justice retreat for 180 
Year 9 students at St Joseph’s Col-
lege Hunters Hill in late August.

A full day of  activities were held 
around the key themes of  Service, 
Opportunity and Sacrifice, as stu-
dents prepare for possible immer-
sion opportunities in the Philippines 
later this year.

The students divided into small 
groups to discuss role models of  
community service including char-

ity organisations and individuals like 
paramedics and army personnel.

They were presented with alarming 
statistics on homelessness, unem-
ployment and poverty in Australia 
and came together to discuss what 
opportunities exist for them to help 
tackle some of  these pressing social 
problems.

Students shared stories about their 
own first-hand experiences of  pov-
erty while visiting countries such as 
Brazil and Indonesia.

The LMS team also led group dis-
cussions around mental health prob-
lems facing teenagers and how best 
to reach out to others confronting 
depression or anxiety.

The group reflected on the person-
al sacrifice that is often a critical part 

“All volunteers work hard to raise 
money for these projects before they 
leave and return with a rewarding 
insight; they experience an awaking 
that alters their perceptions of  life,”, 
he said.

of  being a good servant to others 
in need, whether it be their class-
mates or those struggling in other 
countries.

The Mission Director at St Joseph’s 
College Lesley Maher said the retreat 
was an integral part of  the school’s 
social justice program.

“We start with Year 7 looking at 
more service opportunities within 
the school and then we slowly 
broaden it out so that by Year 9, they 
should be looking at overseas service 
work.”

The day concluded with a mass in 
the college chapel which included a 
memorable homily by LMS Assis-
tant Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 
Jordan Bottalico on inspirational 
acts of  sacrifice.

They have helped build new play-
grounds at the preschools to make 
them more child-friendly and pro-
moted oral health programs through 
local dental clinics.

Assistant Principal Phillip Mc Greevy 
says the immersion program has been 
running for a number of  years and 
it is now an integral part of  the col-
lege’s outreach to the poor.
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Inaugural District Conference for Young Lasallians

From University Chaplain 
to NZ Youth Minister 

Young Lasallians from across 
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan 
and Papua New Guinea have been 
invited to the first ever district 
conference for the movement to 
be held in Melbourne in 
November.

The City CYC in Collins Street will 
host the weekend gathering from 
20-22 November.

The conference will focus on the 
theme- “God has chosen you to do 
his work”, drawing on the writings 
of  the Founder John Baptist De La 
Salle and his outreach to the poor 
and disadvantaged.

There will be group discussions on 
current social justice issues 
including the plight of  asylum 
seekers and trafficked people both 
in Australia and abroad.

The recently appointed 
International Coordinator of  the 
Young Lasallians, Antoine Beland 
will be a keynote speaker at the 
conference, delivering an address 
on the global social justice mission 
of  the Lasallian.

Oakhill College alumni Rhys Jack 
will also deliver a keynote speech 
on his volunteer work in Sri Lanka 
and Papua New Guinea through 
the Lasallian Foundation.

Young Lasallians District 
Coordinator Br Tony Cummins 
said the conference was a great 
opportunity for young Lasallians 
to come together, pray and 
network from across the district.

“We’ve done really well at engaging 
young people in schools through 

our youth ministry, but until now 
we’ve neglected those who have 
left school as they undertake 
further studies and start 
embarking on their careers”, 
Brother Tony said.

“At least in a school setting, you 
have a bit of  a captive audience 
and you can easily reach them. 
But as far as the school leavers go, 
we have had to try and reconnect 
with them in other ways, including 
through social media.”

Brother Tony said the social 
justice message of  the conference 
will resonate with a lot of  Young 
Lasallians.

“What I’m hoping with Antoine 
Beland’s visit is that he’ll be 
highlighting some of  the global 
injustices in other parts of  the 
world, in parts of  Europe and 
Africa, especially in areas like 
human trafficking and Antoine 
will be able to show how 
Lasallians can respond to those 
challenges”.

For more information on the 
Young Lasallians conference 
and for registration forms, 
please contact
Br Tony Cummins - email:
anthonycummins@delasalle.org.au

Cook Islands born youth minister 
Denis Tutaka was a chaplain at 
the University of  Auckland before 
taking up his role as youth minister 
at De La Salle College in Mangere 
East.

He is now responsible for youth 
ministry across the three De La 
Salle schools on New Zealand’s 
North Island.

What led you to become a youth 
minister?

I always wanted to work 
with school students and the 

opportunity came up at De La 
Salle College in 2013.

Being a Pacific Islander, I feel at 
home in a De La Salle College 
given a lot of  the students here 
come from Maori and Pacific 
Island backgrounds.

What do you enjoy most about 
the work?

I enjoy seeing the transition in 
students as they move through the 
school and I gain a lot of  personal 
satisfaction in assisting in the 
formation of  our students to go 
out and live a good life in the real 
world.

Running retreats or going on 
camps with the students, it’s a 
magical experience. You can 
connect with them on a very 

personal level. That’s incredibly 
powerful.

It’s very uplifting, spiritually, 
mentally and emotionally.

What are your hopes now for 
the Lasallian family in New 
Zealand?

I’m hoping to see more De La 
Salle schools establish in New 
Zealand and to see youth ministry 
expand here.

There’s a real need for youth 
ministers based at John Paul 
College in Rotorua and Francis 
Douglas Memorial College in New 
Plymouth.

Maybe, some alumni from the two 
schools could step up and take up 
ministry roles there. It’s just such a 
rewarding experience.

New Zealand 
Lasallians gather for 
Annual Gathering 

New Zealand Lasallians have 
been proud to host prominent 
De La Salle Brother Charles 
Kitson as a keynote speaker at 
their Annual Gathering in 
Hamilton this month.

Brother Charles is the current 
Auxiliary Visitor for the District 
of  Eastern and North America 
and has played a strong 
leadership role in formation 
programs both in the U-S and 
internationally.

From 2008-2013, Brother 
Charles was the Coordinating 
Secretary for the Lasallian 
Family and Association and 
travelled around the world, 
leading formation programs.

He also helped run a middle 
school in Guatemala and has 
had extensive experience in 
social work and university 
campus ministry.

Brother Charles’ address on 19 
September came at the 
culmination of  a busy week for 
New Zealand Lasallians.

Staff  Spirituality Days were held 
in the three Lasallian schools in 
Auckland, Rotorua and New 
Plymouth in the lead up to the 
Annual Gathering.

The Lasallian Facilitator at De 
La Salle College in Mangere 
East, Kane Raukura said there 
had been a great amount of  
positive collaboration between 
the three schools in planning 
the Hamilton event.
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Promoting Education and Training in PNG.

The Executive Director of  the Lasallian 
Mission Council Merv McCormack says he 
was inspired by the work being undertaken to 
combat poverty and promote opportunity 
through Lasallian programs during his first 
visit to Papua New Guinea earlier this 
month.

Merv and Auxiliary Visitor Br Chris 
Gorringe spent six days in PNG, visiting 
Brothers communities and teaching and 
training facilities in Port Moresby, Mount 
Hagen, Bomana and Hohola.

Merv said it was a real culture shock to see 
first hand the level of  social disadvantage in 
Australia’s closest neighbour.

“Around 75 percent of  people in PNG are 
unemployed and it was disconcerting to see 
so many people there with seemingly little 
purpose in their lives. It’s a powerful 
reminder of  how fortunate we are in 
Australia”, he said.

Merv visited the Sacred Heart Teachers 
College in Port Moresby and the Holy Trinity 
Teachers College in Mount Hagen which are 
providing low fee courses to train future 
generations of  teachers in PNG.

“They are providing opportunities to help 
teachers gain employment and then go back 
to their villages and make a difference in 
students’ lives”, he said.

“But I was struck by the paucity of  resources 
they have to work with there. They’re still 
using chalk boards rather than whiteboards 
with marker pens”, Merv said.

Through Twinning, the Lasallian Mission 
Council is encouraging Australian schools to 
engage in active fundraising to assist schools 
and teachers colleges in PNG.

“We’re looking at three year Twinning 
arrangements where LMC is acting as a 
broker to foster brother-sister arrangements 
between Australian and PNG schools”, 
Merv said.

During their visit to PNG, Merv and Br 
Chris also visited the Hohola Youth 
Development Centre which provides 
vocational training in areas such as carpentry, 
hospitality and tourism and motor 
mechanics.

“They are making a real difference and they’re 
providing training and employment 
opportunities that these young people would 
not otherwise have”, Merv said.

“I see the long-term leadership the LMC can 
play in PNG. We will do whatever we can with 
the resources we have to make a difference in 
the lives of  the people of  Papua New Guinea.”

Australian schools interested in finding out 
more information about Twinning programs 
with PNG should contact Merv McCormack 
mervmccormack@delasalle.org.au and Julie 
Alibrandi juliealibrandi@delasalle.org.au

They’re still using 
chalk boards 
rather than white 
boards with 
marker pens
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Landmark Lasallian Youth Summit
in Pakistan

The Lasallian Foundation is using 
its upcoming fundraising dinner to 
help tribal children in Vietnam, 
especially girls, access a high school 
education.

Montagnard children often drop out 
of  the traditional education system 
because they don’t speak Vietnamese.

Without an education, many Mon-
tagnard girls marry early and have 
several children to help earn money 
to support their extended families.

To address this inequity, about 60 
percent of  students at the new high 
school will be girls.

The Lasallian Foundation is hoping 
to raise over 112 thousand dollars at 
next month’s Eureka Star dinner 
towards the new school.

The secondary school in Dak Mil 
will be run by the De La Salle broth-
ers and will offer free education, 
including Vietnamese lessons.

The fundraising dinner is 
being held on Wednesday 14 
October from 6:30-9:30pm 
at the Eureka Tower in 
Southbank, Melbourne.
For tickets, please contact 
the Lasallian Foundation 
on (03) 9508-2700 or email- 
fundraising@lasallianfoundation.org

You can find out more about the 
Lasallian Foundation through 
their website- 
www.lasallianfoundation.org/

Moving Mountains 
for Vietnam

In a clear show of  religious harmony, 
Christian and Muslim youth from 
across Pakistan are eagerly planning 
their first Lasallian Youth Gathering 
in late October.

The central theme of  the gathering 
is “Be an Act of  Hope” and it will 
take place from October 30 til 
November 1.

Six Lasallian schools in Pakistan 
have been preparing for the event 
which is being hosted by La Salle 
High School in Faisalabad.

A number of  Lasallian schools in 
Pakistan enrol Muslim students and 
many of  these students go on to 
playing an active part in Lasallian 
youth groups after they graduate 
from high school. 

The Assistant Director of  Lasallian 
Mission Services, Brother Tony 
Cummins and Youth Ministry 
Co-ordinator Philippe Dulawan will 
also be travelling from Sydney to 
support the event.

Youth Minister for Pakistan, Brother 
Rehman Javed said the event will 
highlight the unique Lasallian identity 
in the Asian nation.

“There may end up being more 
Muslims than Christians attending 
the gathering”, he said.

“But we’ll be trying to ensure there 
are an equal number of  students 
there from both the religions as 
they are all making important 
contributions as Lasallians.”

Brother Rehman said there was a 
growing sense of  excitement around 
the event.

“This is the first time we’ve been 
able to bring together Lasallian 
youth from our schools for a faith-
based event rather than just for 
sporting competitions”, he explained.

“They will have time to pray together 
and join in group discussions and 
reflections as they share what it 
means to them to be a Lasallian”.

Those interested in participating in the event should contact br Rehman Javed before 30 September
email: rehmanjaved90@yahoo.com

Christian and 
Muslim 
youth from 
across 
Pakistan are 
eagerly 
planning 
their first 
Lasallian 
Youth 
Gathering
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As the first child of  Louis de La Salle and Nicolle Moet de Brouillet, the young John Baptist, born 30th April 1651, was bought 
up in a loving family near the cathedral in the better part of  Rheims, where the more highly educated and more prosperous 
families lived. Some 20 months later, John Baptist’s brother Rémi was born and died within a short time so that John-Baptist 
was the only living child for almost three years when his sister, Marie, was born on 26th February 1654. Nicolle would bring 
another seven children to birth, three of  whom would die in infancy, leaving John-Baptist with seven siblings.

Important Women in St John Baptist De La Salle’s Family 
By Br Gerard Rummery fsc

Nicolle Moet de Brouillet
Mother

John Baptist’s mother, Nicolle, born 
into the nobility, lost her status by 
marrying Louis de La Salle, a lawyer 
of  the Presidial Court, presided over 
by his father in law, Jean Moet de 
Brouillet. As it was not usual for 
nobility to marry outside their sta-
tion, we conclude that the Moet/De 
La Salle marriage was more advan-
tageous for the groom than for the 
bride. As Louis de La Salle, a young 
lawyer served under the Court High 
Councillor of  Rheims ,Jean Moet, 
it seems he would have come to 
know Nicolle as the two families 
lived near to one another. Nicolle, 
probably educated at home, is 
referred to as “loving, lively and 
intelligent.”  Married at 17 years of  
age, Nicolle is remembered as a 
devoted mother of  deep faith, who 
bore eleven children of  whom three 
sons became priests and a daughter, 
Marie-Rose, entered the contempla-
tive Notre-Dame Congregation.   

Marie de La Salle
Sister
Of  Marie de La Salle we know a 
great deal. She had been well-edu-
cated and knew both Latin and 
Greek, possibly following the example 
of  her mother Nicolle.  From an 
extant eulogy written by her husband, 
Jean Maillefer, following her death 
in 1711, we learn that she was the 
mother of  ten children, of  whom 
five survived. Maillefer acknowl-
edges that  “she shared with me all 
my worries, my tasks and difficulties 
in all the annoying circumstances of  
so turbulent a time…In her youth 
she had the most beautiful voice 
ever heard; she understood music 
and she sang without any impression 
of  effort to the great delight of  all 
who heard her; she played and harmo-
nized her voice with the theorbo 1… 
As for her children, they will always 
remember the care with which she 
taught them the truths of  the faith 
and they will never forget the trouble 
she took to supervise their home-
work and make them learn their 
lessons each day…She has given 
her three sons as priests… I have 
good grounds for hoping that her 
two daughters …will also follow as 
well the path she traced out for them 
more by her example than by her 
precepts.”

1 theorbo, large bass lute, or archlute, 
used from the 16th to the 18th century 
for song accompaniments and for basso 
continuo parts. It had six to eight 
single strings

Perrette Lespagnol
Grandmother
Jean Moet de Brouillet and Perrette 
Lespagnol had ten children of  
whom only five survived, three boys 
and two girls, Nicolle and Marie, 
who never married. Perrette Lespag-
nol herself  was the youngest of  15 
children and married Jean Moet 
when she was barely 15 years of  age. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that,  
Nicolle’s mother, Perrette , who out-
lived her daughter by 20 years, 
played such an important role in 
watching over her daughter’s family 
when Nicolle in her short life (she 
died at 38) had so many children. 
Perrette lived nearby, she was only 
36 when John Baptist was born and 
she was chosen to be his godmother. 
We know that the young John Bap-
tist preferred to leave family musical 
evenings in which he was not so 
interested to listen to stories read by 
his grandmother. It was Perrette 
who was responsible for the funer-
als of  both Louis de La Salle and 
Nicolle while John Baptist de La 
Salle was at Saint-Sulpice in Paris. 
Following these deaths, she took in 
Marie and the young Jean-Remy to 
her own home. It was Perrette who 
eventually formed the family council 
with one of  her own sons and two 
others to oversee John Baptist’s work 
as executor of  his father’s will. It is 
consistent with her love for her grand-
son that she tried to visit John Baptist 
in his room in the community in Rhe-
ims in 1690 when she heard that he 
was ill. While she may not have always 
agreed with what her grandson did, 
she always showed deep concern for 
him and left him a generous legacy 
after her death in 1691. 

Françoise Duval 

Françoise Duval, well-educated and 
Anne Le Clerc, two women, living in 
a non-cloistered community under 
the direction of  Nicolas Barré, a 
priest of  a Minim Franciscan con-
gregation, had begun working with 
women and poor girls in Rouen by 
sheltering them and training them in 
various productive skills.  Nicolas 
Roland, De La Salle’s cousin, fellow 
canon and spiritual adviser, seeing 
their work in Rouen, invited them 
around 1670 to come to Rheims to 
help found a convent of  women in 
Rheims to carry out the same kind 
of  service. Besides continuing the 
same kind or work as in Rouen, their 
task was to help found and give struc-
ture to an initially non-cloistered 
community of  women from Rheims. 
When Roland died a few weeks after 
De La Salle’s priestly ordination in 
1678, De La Salle was entrusted by 
Roland’s will with caring for this 
group and gaining them official rec-
ognition and support from the Rhe-
ims city Council which was in prin-
ciple against having to give financial 
support to yet another convent.

Françoise was about 36, De La Salle 
was 29, and they would have met 
almost daily for about 10 months 
between April 1678 and March 1679 
as John Baptist frequently said Mass 
for the group and had discussions 
on various kinds about the progress 
of  this new community and its work 
with some 1200 girls. Many details 
of  Roland’s suggestions about com-
munity life implemented by Françoise 
are found also in De La Salle’s book, 
The Collection, applied to his own 
community of  Brothers. We know 
also of  various financial transactions 
such as investments that he negoti-
ated on behalf  of  these women. 
Once the group was approved and 
formally established as the Sisters of  
the Child Jesus, Françoise and Anne 
returned to Rouen. It seems very 
probable that the solidity of  De La 
Salle’s brotherhood community owes 
more to Françoise than has ever been 
formally acknowledged.
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Modern Day Lasallian Leaders
Sr Antoinette Baldwin
Sr Antoinette is the Health Care Coordinator at the De La Salle 
Provincial Office in Bankstown and has played a leading role in policy 
development for the Catholic healthcare sector over many decades.

Br Laguda 
visits Australia

What led you to join the Sisters of 
St Joseph?
I went to Josephite schools and greatly 
admired the nuns who taught me. I ini-
tially worked in nursing but I had a strong 
calling towards a religious vocation that I 
couldn’t get away from.

I remember telling my mother from a 
young age that I wanted to be a nurse, but 
she kept telling me that I would end up 
becoming a midwife which is what I end-
ed up doing for some time.

So you’ve moved from working in 
maternity wards to the aged care 
sector. What are some of the day to 
day challenges you’re facing now?
The biggest challenge lies in working with 
people who are growing older and frailer, 
who may be coming towards the end of 
their lives or who may be suffering from 
a terminal illness. It’s a privilege and a 
challenge to walk with them.

It can be a struggle for some elderly broth-
ers as they withdraw from ministry. But 
it’s incredibly rewarding to minister to the 
sick and the ageing.

You’ve been at the forefront of 
Catholic healthcare policy devel-
opment over recent decades. What 
are some of the big changes you’ve 
seen in that area?
I’m currently the Deputy Chair of Cath-
olic Health Australia which is the peak 
body for Catholic health and aged care. 

One of the big problems we face is that 
founding congregations are weakening 
with declining vocations and more health 
and aged care bodies are being run by 
boards which need to stay committed to 
a Catholic ethos.

The big challenge for these boards is to 
compete in the marketplace while still 
serving the poor and maintaining their 
Catholic identity.

You completed a doctorate on the 
work of the Sisters of St Joseph 
over fifty years in the ministry to 
single mothers. How has this min-
istry changed over the decades?
There was a great need to correct the injus-
tices of the past. Single mothers had been 
institutionalised and herded into glorified 
boarding schools. It was seen to be best 
practice at the time, thinking that if the 
single mothers saw their babies, it would 
be too hard for them to give them up. 

We shifted towards giving these single 
mothers the right to self-determination 
and the right of the mother to also have a 
say over the future of her child.

Were you inspired by St Mary MacK-
illop in that work?
I actually found a letter in the Victorian 
archives written by Mary MacKillop when 
she set up one of our founding homes for 
single mothers at Broadmeadows.

She had tremendous compassion for the 
women and encouraged the women to 
keep their babies and breast-feed them. 
She understood the great bond between 
a mother and her baby.

But the unmarried mother was an anathe-
ma right through the society at that time 
and the childrens’ rights didn’t count either. 
But Mary MacKillop didn’t see it that way.

Have you found a lot of similarities 
in the charism of the Josephites 
and the Lasallians?
When I started talking to the De La Sal-
le brothers, a lot of people were saying 
there are a lot of synergies between the 
two congregations and the charisms were 
very close.

It’s an easy fit because there are so many 
parallels in the lives of the two founders- St 
Mary MacKillop and St John Baptist De 
La Salle.

There is so much in common in our 
spirit and in our preference for the poor 
and our dedication to education across 
the board.

Many of the De La Salle brothers have a 
tremendous devotion to St Mary MacK-
illop too.

General Councillor of  the 
De La Salle Brothers for the 
Asia-Pacific region, Br 
Ricky Laguda will be visiting 
Australia next month, 
including an extensive tour 
of  Lasallian schools.

The Philippines-born brother 
is one of  five general 
councillors in Rome who act 
as advisers to the Superior 
General of  the De La Salle 
Brothers, Br Robert Schieler.

He will be visiting Australia 
from Wednesday 28 October 
to Tuesday 10 November.

Br Ricky’s visit will include a 
trip to Luurnpa Catholic 
School at Balgo in W-A’s 
Kimberley region and time 
spent at the BoysTown 
headquarters in Brisbane 
and the Lasallian Founda-
tion office in Melbourne.

He will also be visiting 
Lasallian schools in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide.

Br Ricky has extensive 
leadership experience in 
Lasallian education and was 
President of  the De La Salle 
University in Manila.

He is also a former Sector 
Leader of  the De La Salle 
Brothers in the Philippines 
where he called on Lasallian 
schools to reach out to the 
disadvantaged, embrace new 
technology and environmen-
tally sustainable practices.

Lasallian teachers and 
principals around Australia 
are looking forward to 
meeting with Br Ricky and 
hearing his valuable insights 
on Lasallian education.

Ph
ot

o 
fro

m
: h

ttp
:/

/d
ela

sa
lle

.p
h

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 5

7



JOURNALSEP2015

02
ISSUE

• Lasallian Leadership Gathering-
Brisbane

• La Salle College Bankstown 
goes Coeducational

• De La Salle Ashfield marks its 
Centenary

• How John Baptist De La Salle 
learned from the Notre Dame 
Sisters

To contribute to the newsletter, please 
contact, Michael Kenny
LMC Communications Officer 
michaelkenny@delasalle.org.au

DE La SaLLE bROTHERS
pROvINCIaL OFFICE
P O Box 3485, Bankstown Square, 
NSW 2200, Australia
E: admin@delasalle.org.au
T: +61 2 9795 6400

In next month’s issue:

From Ashfield to Port Moresby
with Brother Phillip Elwin
Brother Phillip has spent the past 55 years with the De La Salle 
Brothers including 13 years in Papua New Guinea. He is now 
among 12 brothers living at the Karlaminda community in 
Kensington.

Q  What led you to become a brother?

A  I went to De La Salle College in 
Ashfield and I was inspired there by 
one of  my teachers, Brother Urban 
Murray.

Even though he was a very strict 
teacher, he had a gentle side to him. 
He was a very hard working teacher 
with a strong commitment to prayer 
and he was an inspiration to me.

At the time, there was no 
government support for Catholic 
schools and I saw first hand the 
struggles the Brothers faced in trying 
to provide us with a good education.

After finishing my Leaving Certificate 
in 1961, I joined the Brothers.

Q  You initially worked as a teacher 
in australia. Where did you teach?

A  I taught science at St Bede’s 
College in Mentone and at James 
Sheahan Catholic High School in 
Orange”.

I really enjoyed teaching science and 
I also ran weekend retreats for 

senior school students and post 
school students.

Q  After that stint in teaching, you 
were sent to papua New Guinea. 
How did that come about?

A  In 1991, I was asked to be part 
of  a formation team to help train 
new De La Salle brothers in PNG.

We started initially with about 15 
young men and most of  them had a 
very limited education and had come 
from real poverty in Port Moresby.

We gave them work experience as 
pre-school teachers in shanty towns 
where they would work for three or 
four mornings each week, teaching 
the youngsters pidgin English. 

They were later recognised by the 
PNG Government as qualified pre-
school teachers and some of  them 
later progressed on to becoming 
primary teachers.

By 1995 we reformed our programs 
and only took in new Brothers in 
PNG once they had completed a 
teacher training course. 

I later became the Vocations 
Director for PNG and worked in a 
number of  Catholic teachers 
colleges there. 

It was exciting to see new schools 
opening all over the country as more 
PNG men graduated from the 
teaching colleges and joined the 
Brothers.

Q  What were some of  the 
challenges you faced in pNG?

A  Unlike the state schools in Papua 
New Guinea, we didn’t charge 
student fees.

So we often took in students who 
may have been excluded from the 
state schools because they couldn’t 
pay their fees or they couldn’t pass 
examinations set by government 
authorities.

At the Hohola Youth Development 
Centre, we took on many of  these 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds who would otherwise 
not have had a chance to pursue an 
education.

Q  You returned to australia in 
2002 and started working in aged 
care. What led you into that?

A  I undertook some training in 
clinical pastoral education in Sydney 
and then started working at the Villa 
La Salle retirement village at 
Southport in Queensland.

It was here that I met a community of  
elderly brothers and came under the 
influence of  Brother Richard Hanlon.

He mainly worked in a pastoral role 
creating life-giving events like line 
dancing, indoor bowls, Melbourne 
Cup and St Patrick’s Day dinners.

Richard had Parkinson’s Disease, but 
despite his personal struggles, he kept 
organising these activities and in turn 
handed over the role to me and I 
stayed there til 2012.

Q  You’ve got some real talents 
yourself  as a singer, guitarist, dancer 
and actor! How have you drawn 
upon this as a De La Salle brother?

A  I enjoy running sing-alongs for 
elderly brothers and often get my 
guitar out.

It helps make life a little easier for 
many high-care residents who might 
be suffering from dementia.

I have also taken up painting and 
sketching and enjoy sharing my work 
with fellow brothers here at Karlaminda. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

&Q A

theLMent.com

ANZPPNG

Australia
2015
Young Lasallians 
Conference, Melbourne
November 20-22
Audience: Ages 18-35

Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival, Adelaide
December 3-5
Audience: Ages 16-25

2016
Lasallian Leaders’ 
Gathering
February 14-16
Audience: Principals and 
Leaders

Lasallian 
Educators’Conference, 
Perth
april 17-20
Audience: All Educators

New Zealand
2016
NZ Heritage Programme
april 26-28

Buttimer 2016
June 26-July 8

NZMAC 
De La Salle College
March 19 

Francis Douglas Memorial 
College
November 5

Annual NZ Lasallian 
Gathering
September 17

Papua New Guinea
2015
Lasallian School 
Teachers’ In Service Day
Cluster areas
September 29

Principals/Facilitators/
Brothers Meeting
Hohola Youth 
Development Centre
October 2

Recollection and 
Walkathon
Jubilee Catholic Secondary 
School Boroko
October 16-17

Retreat- Lasallian 
Leaders
Hohola Youth 
Development Centre
November 6-8

De La Salle End of Year 
Mass
De La Salle Secondary 
School-Boroko
November 21

Pakistan
2015
Youth Gathering,
Faisalabad
October 29-November 1
Audience: Lasallian 
Students and Alumni

Formation Program for 
School Middle Managers
December 7-8 Faisalabad
December 10 Multan

Recollection Day-all 
schools
December 12
Audience: Lasallian teachers

2016
Principals Retreat, Multan
February 6
Audience: All Lasallian 
school principals in 
Faisalabad

Induction Program,
Faisalabad and Multan
March 26
Audience: newly 
appointed teachers in all 
Lasallian schools
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