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STATIONS OF THE CROSS IN LIGHT OF 
LAUDATO SI

Reflections on the Stations of the Cross in Light of 
Laudato Si in Villa Borghese Park can be done at any-
time you would want to reflect on your responsibility 
to listen to the cry of the poor and the cry of the earth. 
Although there is much to celebrate in our lives of 
faith, we have much to grieve. Pope Francis reminds us 
that “when human beings fail to find their true place 
in this world, they misunderstand themselves and end 

up acting against themselves” (Cf. LS 115) Through 
Pope Francis’ reflections taken from Laudato Si, each 
station acknowledges a significant breaking of our cov-
enant with the entire family of God’s creation. Prayers 
are offered for the healing of dreadful rifts in our cov-
enant with God and all that God has made. May we 
find the courage and the power to become agents of 
healing and care of our common home. The Stations 
of the Cross in Light of Laudato Si  is available in Eng-
lish, Spanish, Portuguese and Italian. To download, 
visit http://www.jpicroma.org/#!spirituality/cgh. Click 
the link to view the photos http://media.wix.com/ugd/
e7a99a_efc6bded69a446c9b8ea6ad4ba6b3054.pdf.

SPANISH PROMOTERS GROUP REFLECT ON 
THE IMPORTANCE OF LAUDATO SI  

FOR THEIR LIVES

The following summary on “The Common Home, 
Our Responsibility: Ecological Conversion” provides 
some very helpful information for your consideration. 
Inspired by the letter of Pope Francis’ Laudato Si, the 
Spanish-speaking JPIC promoters gathered on March 
2, to discuss the reality of our planet and engage in a 
serious reflection on ecological conversion. We ana-
lyzed the situation in “Our Common House,” which 
is alarming: the emission into the atmosphere of 
2,300,000 million tons of CO2 from human activities 
over the past 200 years, that has been the cause of al-
tering the Earth’s climate.
This great planetary problem makes us face personal 
change towards a new ethics. A sustainable way of life 
implies a shared vision of values and principles that 
encourage a different way of inhabiting this world in 
order that the good life of the present will be guar-
anteed for the future generations. It’s time to create a 

EDITORIAL: Happy Easter! We celebrate the presence of our Risen Lord in 
our lives when we reach out in loving service to others. “Let us sing as we go. 
May our struggles and concerns for our planet never take away the joy of our 
hope.” (LS. 244)
This issue highlights this hope in the work of justice, peace and care for the 
integrity of creation. In the midst of our efforts to bring about the transfor-
mation in the light of the Gospel, we have found reasons to honor this hope. 
This issue focuses on the connections, networking and integration of JPIC in 
important ways.  

LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

JPIC Stations of the Cross at Borghese Park. L-R: Sr. Pat Dorobek, SND; Sr. Maria 
Elke, SND; Sr. Mirella Mazzei, NSDL; Fr. Felix Mushobozi, CPPS. Sr. Pat and Fr. Felix 
prepared the prayer text from Laudato Sí.
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globalized policy and ethics based on the many expe-
riences and cultural traditions of different peoples. We 
are all called to ecological conversion and to respond to 
the cry of the earth and to the cry of the poor.
We are aware that God’s creative process evolved and 
spread over a period of millions of years. But this work 
of God is now threatened by human activity and ex-
cessive ambition: fires, droughts, extinction of species, 
destruction of forests and jungles, expansion of desert 
areas, pollution of the oceans and polar melting gla-
ciers, are all indicators of climate change phenomena 
which are  already present. Ecology, economics and 
justice are intrinsically linked, so that the abuse of the 
Earth has become a cry that calls for urgent action and 
to conversion, so that the future generations are not 
going to inherit a sterile Earth.
We illuminated our reflection with the word of God: 
Amos 5:24: “But let justice roll down like waters and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” Jesus him-
self was in relation with the nature and loved to see in 
it a revelation of God. We are invited to move from a 
kindly and loving look of the planet, in order to do an 
“ecological conversion” in our attitudes and our behav-
ior towards Earth. We are confronted face to face with 
the reality of climate change, exploitation of forests, 
mineral resources, water pollution and air, the unethi-
cal interests of transnational companies that introduce 
Genetically Modified Organisms that reduce the bio-
diversity and force the farmers to depend on buying 
seeds. These realities affect us all, but especially the 
poorest, who are least responsible for the degradation 
of the Earth.
Convoked by Pope Francis and inspired by the song of 
the creatures of Saint Francis, we feel called to ecolog-
ical conversion and to adopt a lifestyle that shows our 
intimate and deep connection with the Earth and with 
the God Creator of Jesus Christ. We need to adopt a 
coherent lifestyle. We can have a common future only 

if we live a shared austerity now to ensure dignity for 
future generations, so that they may enjoy the beauty 
of this Earth.
We encourage religious congregations in their training 
and renewal programs, liturgy and apostolic commit-
ments to respond to this call to love the earth and its 
creatures as God loves them; to integrate these pro-
posals into the action for care of the Earth and of all 
beings that inhabit it. We join our voices and efforts 
to defend the rights of the planet and the rights of the 
poor and marginalized, whose lives are threatened by 
the theft and violent dispossession of natural resources 
in their territories and their habitat.
We recognize our ecological sins and complicity in the 
abuse of the Earth and we ask for forgiveness.—Fr. 
Juan Carrasquilla, O. SDS 
For more information, download the slide presentation at 
http://jpicroma.wix.com/jpicromaesp#!laudato-si/c2506.

PUBLIC LECTURE ON FERTILITY EDUCATION 
AND MEDICAL MANAGEMENT 

On March 8, the Pontifical Council of Justice and 
Peace together with the World Youth Alliance hosted 
a session on the “Health and Sexuality in the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (SDGs) and Catholic Church 
Teaching: Changing Challenges and Opportunities 
through Scientific and Clinical Advances.” Respect for 
the dignity of the human person is the perspective to be 
integrated into the discussions of the SDG’s in relation 
to reproductive health and sexual education. Cardinal 
Turkson, President of the Pontifical Council of Justice 
and Peace, emphasized the importance of sustaining 
the Catholic point of view in discussions with other 
groups. Anna Halpine, Founder of World Youth Alli-
ance, with over one million youth as members, shared 
the importance of factual education as a means of de-
fending human life and the human person. Finally, Dr. 
Pilar Vigil, MD, Ph.D, Medical Director of Reproductive 
Health Research Institute, substantiated her findings 
regarding the physical consequences, of taking contra-
ceptives, especially during the time of youth when the 
brain is continuing to be formed. She stressed the need 
to understand the reproductive cycle in relationship to 
sustaining healthy hormonal balances. 

VIOLENCE AND NON-VIOLENCE IN THE 
ISLAMIC TRADITION

The Pontifical Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies 
(PISAI) and the USG/UISG Joint Commission for In-
terreligious Dialogue hosted on March 12, an inform-
ative session on “Violence and Non-Violence in the 
Islamic Tradition.”  The session began with Rev. Diego 
Sarrio Cucarella MAfr, President of PISA, who  gave an 
excellent overview of the program of studies for PISAI, 
and encouraged religious to become more involved in 

Fr. Juan Connosquilla, SDS and Sr. M. Filomena Mecabo, ICC.
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these studies because 
of the importance of 
interreligious dialogue 
with those of the Islamic 
tradition.
The featured speaker, Dr. 
Jon Hoover, Associate 
Professor of Islamic Stud-
ies, University of Not-
tingham, presented his 
research and understand-
ing of the Islamic tradi-
tion. Since this religion 
has no central organizing 
source there are many 
ways of following Islam, 
even in reference to the 
Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS) where they 
interpret the sources for 
their purposes. Members 

of ISIS substantiate their world view in the manner in 
which they see the Muslim practice of religion.
Dr. Hoover  encouraged  participants to: 1) carry on 
with the mission of the church in the world, living in 
hope and trusting that God is in control of our future; 
2) recognize that Muslims are diverse and take different 
views of issues; and, 3) be open to Muslims. The Islam of 
the future need not necessarily be the Islam of the past.
For more information on the PISA program, The 
School of Dialogue with the Muslims, please visit 
www.pisai.it or e-mail info@pisai.it.

ENGLISH JPIC PROMOTERS REFLECT ON 
RELATIONSHIPS AND SHARE BEST PRACTICES

English-speaking JPIC promoters gathered on March 
16 for personal reflection and sharing of best practices 
in their JPIC service. The first phase of the session was 
group-sharing on the following questions: How are your 
relationships supportive and challenging to your JPIC 
ministry (leadership, membership and JPIC promoters 
in Rome)? How has your experience of God affected the 
way you respond to situations of justice, peace and care 
for the integrity of creation? How can congregations 
work together to promote JPIC? 
Following this discussion, helpful ideas were shared. 
These included efforts to learn more of what congrega-
tional members are doing in their own contexts and to 
share these; the use of blogs to upload projects and expe-
riences; the need to shorten and focus JPIC communi-
cations when they are translated in diverse languages. A 
book by the Augustinians on the works of 18 projects of 
the order, was also shared. This grassroots information is 
presented in a visually, to encourage pride in the minis-
tries and to develop relationship-network building.

The second phase of 
the session was the 
sharing of best prac-
tice by two promoters 
who have coordina-
tion responsibilities 
for JPIC in their 
congregations. Sr. Pat 
Dorobek SND, spoke 
about her steps and 
learnings as she es-
tablished the first in-

ternational JPIC office for her congregation four years 
ago. Pat described the JPIC Formation Program that 
she has presented to her sisters in different parts of the 
world. She also outlined a program which is called the 
SND JPIC Prayer Support Network which successfully 
engaged many of the older sisters in the congregation.  
PPT available at http://www.jpicroma.org/#!best-prac-
tices/c11yu

Br. Craig Franz, FSC 
presented “Making 
Bridges with the Grass-
roots,” an initiative 
which responds to the 
need to support local 
projects where ‘devel-
opment’ language and 
culture require trans-
lation and guidance. 
This involves employ-

ing persons who know the local development realities 
and also understand the requirements of the central ad-
ministration. In other words, they build a bridge between 
the two. Br. Craig said it is a strategic way to support the 
vision of people working towards the same goal. These 
key persons are also available to guide other congrega-
tions with their work.
Those present at the meeting interacted with the pre-
senters in light of their experience. 

INTERNATIONAL MOTHER EARTH DAY

A high-level signing ceremony, convened by UN Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-moon, will take place as a first 
step in implementing the Paris Agreement. The Paris 
Agreement was adopted by the 196 Parties of the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) during the 21st session of the 
Conference of the Parties (COP21) hosted by France. 
The Agreement will then be open for signature in New 
York, U.S., until April 17, 2017. Countries will also 
need to adopt the agreement within their own legal 
systems, through ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession. The agreement will enter into force when 
joined by at least 55 countries, which together repre-
sent at least 55% of global emissions. 

Ambassador of Indonesia to the Holy See, Mr. 
Antonius Agus Sriyono, expressed a desire to 
participate in some of the public informative 
sessions. Indonesia has the largest Muslim 
population of any country in the world.
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“The agreement marked a historic turning point in the 
world’s response to climate change,” said Ban while 
briefing member states about the upcoming signing 
ceremony.  “It will enable us to increase ambition on a 
regular basis, which is essential if we are to keep global 
temperature rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius, and 
pursue efforts to limit it to 1.5 degrees,” he added. But 
Ban pointed out that the task is not over. “In fact, it 
has just begun. In 2016, we must go from words to 
deeds,” he said. The April 22 signature ceremony at 
the UN  is an essential step, said Ban. “I strongly urge 
the participation of all Governments at the highest 
level.”  The secretary-general laid out four topics that 
he expects leaders to address, namely an update on the 
implementation of national climate plans, a roadmap 
to limiting global temperature rise to below 2 degrees 
Celsius, a timetable for ratifying the Paris Agreement, 
and a plan to accelerate climate action before 2020.
Let us hold this in prayer, as careful analysis says this 
is only a beginning and, in actuality, not ambitious 
enough to stem climate change.

ROUNDUP OF EVENTS

Africa Working Group and NCBPA Collaborate  
to Address Common Issues in Africa. On March 
18, members of the Africa Working Group  (AWG) and 
the JPIC secretariat, a member of the National Capac-
ity Building for JPIC Animators (NCBPA) Working 
Group, met to discuss ways that would be mutually 
beneficial to both groups. The attendees felt that this was 
the beginning of a continued partnership, collaboration 
and network on common issues that continue to affect 
the poor majority in Africa. 
The meeting highlighted some of the AWG’s objec-
tives: “To promote the understanding that justice, 
peace and care of creation are constitutive elements of 
evangelization; in cooperation with our members in 
Africa, to sharpen awareness in the area of JPIC and 
to do better analysis that will be the basis for more 
effective action and to encourage networking between 
congregations, local churches, their structures and oth-
er faith bodies in Africa.” Together, AWG and NCBPA 
hope to empower the many men and women religious 
in Africa and enable them to make a difference in the 
lives of the people they serve. 

Conference on Non-Violence and Just Peace. The 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and Pax Christi 
International will convene an International Conference 
on Non-violence and Just Peace: Contributing to the 
Catholic Understanding of and Commitment to Non-vi-
olence, to be held in Rome, Italy, April 11-13, 2016. 
Participants represent a broad spectrum of Church ex-
periences in peace-building and creative non-violence 
in the face of violence and war. Both Co-Secretaries of 
the JPIC Commission have been extensively involved 
in the planning and development of this conference.
The conference will initiate a conversation about 
Catholic teaching on war and peace, including explicit 
rejection of “just war” language in favor of an alterna-
tive ethical framework for engaging acute conflict and 
atrocities by developing the themes and practices of 
non-violent conflict transformation and just peace. It 
will develop clearer Scripture-based Catholic teaching 
and an action plan to promote such teachings in semi-
naries, Catholic educational institutions, Catholic me-
dia, Catholic dioceses and parishes. For the prayer and 
more information including the concept note for the 
conference, please go to http://www.paxchristi.net.  

Update on the Protocol on Prevention of Sexual 
Violence in Conflict Zones. On March 2 a meeting 
was held at the Embassy of the United Kingdom (UK)
to further develop the relationship with the UK Team 
that works with the Protocol on Prevention of Sexual 
Violence in conflict Zones. Currently the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo is a place of focus. We are asking 
the Congo-related group of religious to explore this 
issue. The emphasis is on the violated communities, not 
only individuals who have suffered from abuse. The next 
meeting with the UK Team will take place when such 
representatives of religious working in the area can be 
connected. A major gathering is being planned for May 
21st with Baroness Anelay who will speak at the seminar 
of the JPIC Commission. She is an inspiring and engag-
ing advocate for this compelling need. 

Advancing the Role of Religious Actors in Peace-
Building. A meeting was held at the U.S. Embassy 
to discuss the development and participation of men 
and women religious in a peace-building workshop 
to be held May 16 at the Pontifical University of 
St. Thomas–Angelicum. Two trainers from the U.S. 
Institute of Peace in Washington will lead the workshop 
to introduce a basic understanding of conflict analysis, 
and how to identify signs of conflict that could have the 
potential to escalate to violence. They will also introduce 
possible intervention strategies. Participants will apply 
what they have learned to a specific case, and will 
practice one of the intervention strategies themselves. 
More information and a detailed program will follow.

Some members of the Africa WG: François de Paul, SMA, Andreas Göpfert, 
M.Afr., Denise Bang’na, OLA, Felix Mushobozi CPPS, Peter Welsh, M. Afr., Kennedy 
Katonga, OMI.
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Program for Humanitarian Workers Under 
Study. At the end of February, the JPIC Secretariat 
and the Camillian Disasters Service team met at the 
Camillian Curia to discuss the possibility of developing 
a training program for responders providing humani-
tarian aid in disaster areas. It would specifically address 
the need of caregivers in stressful situations. The Ca-
millians are inviting religious congregations to collab-
orate in creating a program for their members who 
are engaged in humanitarian work. There is interest in 
learning what is already being done. If you would like 
to participate in this group, please contact the JPIC 
Office at jpicroma@gmail.com. 

NEW JPIC RESOURCES

Common Ground: Securing Land Rights and 
Safeguarding the Earth. This new publication pro-
vides case examples from around the world of what 
we have often speak about and that our congregation 
members experience happening in communities where 
they live: land grabbing and the need to secure the land 
rights of indigenous peoples. This 59-page booklet shows 
the importance of the two policy statements endorsed 
at FAO in recent years, but especially, that they be 
implemented: the VGGTS (Voluntary Guidelines 
for the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, 
Fisheries and Forestry—endorsed in 2012) and PRAI 
(Principles for Responsible Agriculture Investment, 
which includes the phrase FPIC [Free, Prior, Informed 
Consent]—endorsed by FAO member governments in 
October 2014). The monitoring and accountability for 
implementation are two important ongoing follow up 
exercises at this time.

To download the booklet and a short summary, go to 
http://www.rightsandresources.org/wp-content/ uploads/
Global-Call-to-Action_Common-Ground-Report.pdf.
Published by Oxfam GB for Oxfam International, In-
ternational Land Coalition and Rights and Resources 
Initiative, ISBN 978-0-85598-676-6, March 2016.

JPIC EVENTS IN APRIL 2016

�� What is happening with mining and how can 
we be involved? April 4, 9 am-12 pm, Audiovisual 
Room at the Fratelli. Presenter: Br. Rodrigo, OFM, 
who has been working with the grassroots in South 
America and Africa, has much to share. ICWG is 
hosting the meeting

�� English Promoters CORE Group Meeting: April 
4, 3 pm-5 pm at the Fratelli.

�� OFM JPIC Course: April 5-15, at Antonianum. 
The first part of the course (April 5-8) is open to all 
and will be conducted in English, Spanish and Ital-
ian; the second part (April  11-15) is reserved for 
OFM JPIC animators and will only be in English 
and Spanish. The program is available at http://
media.wix.com/ugd/e7a99a_c74ddbcabf394328b-
4d4432d3b07d7c1.pdf )

�� Spanish Promoters Group Meeting: April 6, 9 
am-12 pm at UISG. Theme: “Casa Comun”.

�� Spanish Promoters Group workshop on Na-
tional Capacity Building Project for Animators 
of JPIC: April  15-17, 9:00 am-5:00 pm. at the 
Fratelli. Fr. Francesco O’Conaire, presenter. 

�� JPIC Promoters Meeting: April 20, 9 am-12 pm 
at UISG. Anti-Trafficking WG will facilitate the 
meeting.

�� Anti-Trafficking WG Meeting: April 26, 3 pm-5 
pm at the Fratelli.

�� ICR-FAO WG Meeting: April 26, 3 pm-5 pm at 
the Passionist Center.

�� Collaboration WG Meeting: April 28, 3 pm-5 pm.

Camillians, Sam Cuarto and Marco Iazzolino with JPIC Co-Secretaries, Sheila 
Kinsey, FCJM and Felix Mushobozi, CPPS.

APRIL INTENTIONS FOR POPE FRANCIS

�� Universal: That small farmers may receive a just 
reward for their precious labor. 

�� Evangelization: That Christians in Africa may give 
witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid po-
litical-religious conflicts.
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