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EDITORIAL: The Season of Creation calls us to consider many aspects around the care of creation. 
Having so many days allows us opportunities to develop depth and breadth in our responses. These 
experiences have helped to instill a deeper gratitude for the love and care of our God for all of crea-
tion. Many congregations have done wonderful work to celebrate the season. If you care to share your 
prayers and actions, we will add them to the JPIC website to encourage others to follow suit.
This issue highlights the various ways our commitments to work for the common good of all on 
Earth is making a difference.
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CELEBRATING WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
PEACE IN THE “SPIRIT OF ASSISI”

About 24 English 
JPIC Promoters gath-
ered at their monthly 
meeting on September 
21 which focused on 
world peace, inspired 
by the recent event 
in Assisi to mark the 
30th anniversary of the 
“Spirit of Assisi”. The 
reflections were guided 
by Fr. Benedict Ayodi, 

OFM Cap., who represented his Superior General at the 
event. Quoting Pope Francis, Benedict said we have 
had 30 years of difficult times of a wounded world ex-
periencing “the third World War in pieces”, a dramatic 
situation that makes the invitation of St. John Paul II 
resound all louder: to renew daily the commitment 
to peace following the example of St. Francis of Assisi 
who made peace his life program and greeted all with 
“Pace e bene”—“May the Lord give you peace”.
Fr. Benedict gave a short history of the “Spirit of As-
sisi” which was inspired by St. John Paul II. This was 
followed by a narration of the recent event in Assisi 
from September 19-20, which carried the important 
message that the desire for peace is shared by all people 
of goodwill from diverse origins. Taking into account 
the situation of the world and the relationships be-
tween peoples, real peace can only be achieved through 
an intervention of God. 
The gathering in Assisi was organized by the St. Egid-
io Community, together with the Franciscan Family 
and the Diocese of Assisi. Over 70 representatives of 

major religions including Muslims, Hindu, Anglicans, 
Evangelicals and others joined in the Prayer for Peace. 
Each of the religions present contributed to the prayer, 
which invited the participants to touch their interiority 
in freedom, carrying the prayer of all humanity and 
raising it up to God, recognizing that human beings 
on their own are not able to achieve the peace that they 
are seeking. This is the spirit of Assisi, said Fr. Bene-
dict.
Talking about the strong message and symbols deliv-
ered by Pope Francis, Fr. Benedict said that the Pope 
stressed the importance of interfaith dialogue in order 
to solve world conflicts motivated by religious differ-
ences. Quoting Pope Francis, he said that “Interreli-
gious dialogue is a necessary condition for peace in the 
world and so it is a duty for Christians as well as other 
religious communities. In this dialogue, ever friendly 
and sincere attention must always be paid to essential 
bonds between dialogue and proclamation which leads 
the church to maintain and intensify her relationship 
with non-Christians. The importance of prayer was 
underlined by taking the words of Pope Francis: “noth-
ing is impossible if we turn to God in prayer; everyone 
can be the artisan of peace”.

The presentation of Fr. Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap. included a brief overview of the 
violence in Africa today. 
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The presentation was followed by table discussions on 
its impact on the personal level and our ministries. 
How does our faith tradition lend authenticity to our 
call to be artisans of peace and in ways do they lead 
us to action? We also considered ways to develop the 
focus of our JPIC meetings this year, taking into con-
sideration the three themes that we chose to explore, 
namely Nonviolence, Immigration and Laudato Si. 
Integrating these themes in our congregations and 
together as a group of JPIC Promoters needs to be a 
coordinated voice in the world. 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO: 
PROTOCOL AND PASTORAL RESPONSE

During the summer, further plans have developed con-
cerning the International Protocol on the Documentation and 
Investigation of  Sexual Violence in Conflict. The members of  
the Democratic Republic of  the Congo (DRC) Working 
Group are proposing a workshop for religious on an-
swering the abuses in integral human development.

The project objectives would include: 
�� Make the Protocol known at the local level to raise 

awareness and reduce impunity; ƒ 
�� Capacity building of local people to address the 

needs of the victims; ƒ 
�� Attend to basic needs of the victims not only mate-

rially, but also psychologically and socially; ƒ 
�� Fight impunity and provide legal support.

On September 30, the JPIC team met with the new 
Ambassador to the Holy See, Mrs. Sally Axworthy, to 
update her on the project. On October 17, members 
of the working group will meet at the Fratelli to receive 
the project plans. The focus will be an overview of the 
protocol program and the pastoral response needed. 
Congregations wishing to join this meeting, which 
will be conducted in English and French, may contact 
jpicroma@gmail.com.  

CATHOLIC NONVIOLENCE INITIATIVE 

The conference on nonviolence held in April of this 
year, co-sponsored by Pax Christi International and the 
Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, has further de-
veloped initiatives for practicing nonviolence and build-
ing peace. A series of sessions have been planned with 
the enriching personal stories and information from 
the April session. Webinar #2, Jesus’ Way of Nonvio-
lence,  will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 11 at 9-10am EDT 
(Washington DC). REGISTER HERE for this second 
webinar. https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/2016/09/27/
webinar-2-experiences-of-nonviolence-and-je-
sus-way-of-nonviolence/
The new website also contains a variety of resources. If 
you have not already done so, there is an opportunity 
to sign onto the document endorsing the conference 
statement. https://nonviolencejustpeace.net/ 
We are becoming increasingly aware of the importance 
of coordinating our efforts to make an impact with our 
peace building efforts.
We are encouraged by the recent coverage of Cardinal 
Turkson who said that Pope Francis gives “very strong 
recognition” to the gathering: https://www.ncronline.
org/news/people/cardinal-turkson-we-do-not-stop-
war-starting-another-war#.V-GI-C6WIRU.twitter

LISTENING TO THOSE AFFECTED BY MINING

The 2013 Survey conducted by the Integrity of Crea-
tion Working Group continues to provide much need-
ed contacts and information. The US-based National 
Catholic Reporter (NCR) has taken on mining as a pri-
ority research for this year. Articles have been generated 
on Ghana, Guatemala and Honduras. In September, 
NCR reporters covered Japan and the Philippines.
Currently a civil lawsuit has been filed against the Cana-
dian Company over human rights abuses in its mining 
operations. If the decision is in favor of the plaintiffs 
from Guatemala, this would be a wakeup call to the 
home states of mining companies. http://www.chocver-
sushudbay.com
The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights are grounded in recognition of: (a) States’ existing 
obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human rights 
and fundamental freedoms; (b) The role of business en-
terprises to comply with all applicable laws and to respect 
human rights; (c) The need for rights and obligations to 
be matched to appropriate and effective remedies when 
breached. http://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2012/05/A-HRC-17-31_AEV.pdf
We have a page devoted to global mining concerns on 
our website to coordinate these efforts and to determine 
effective advocacy. http://www.jpicroma.org/global-im-
pacts-of-mining

L-R: Ms. Simona Prete, Sr, Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, Ambassador Sally Axworthy,  
Fr. Felix Mushobozi, CPPS, and Fr. Martin Grenier, MAf.
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Living Laudato Si

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: TOGETHER, ANOTHER WORLD IS POSSIBLE

A report from the Franciscan Delegation 

In continuity with the commitment to listen to 
the “cry of the poor” and “the cry of the earth”, 
the Inter-Franciscan Commission for JPIC (the 
Romans VI), along with Franciscans International 
(FI), proposed and organized the presence of a 
Franciscan delegation to the World Social Forum 
(WSF) 2016 in Montreal, Canada, August 9-14, 
2016. The delegation included members from the 
OFM, OFM Conv, and OFM Cap orders, along 
with representation from the OFS family, Yufra, 
FI, and FCJM. Drawn from several continents, 

the delegation totaled 14 members and was joined by local Franciscans in Montreal. 
At the WSF 2016, the Franciscan Family, through Franciscans International, proposed and developed the 
following activities: 
�� In partnership with Catholic Integrated Development Support Environment (CIDSE) www.cidse.org 

Franciscan delegates hosted a workshop on “The Rights of Nature and the Environment” and a roundtable 
on “Civil and Society Strategies Against the Environmental and Human Rights Impact of Extractivism”. 

�� The delegation also helped host the session “From Marikana to Mariana: How to Face Mining 
Crimes—Perspectives, Challenges and Popular Proposals in the Face of Mining Violations (Marikana 
and Mariana are the site of two environmental disasters and many casualties as consequence of min-
ing activities in Canada and Brazil). 

�� In partnership with All Together in Dignity (ATD) http://www.atd-fourthworld.org/, members of the Fran-
ciscan delegation arranged a side conference on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights—Tools and Strategies. 

�� The Franciscan Family (FF) added its voice to a convergence assembly called “Towards New Interna-
tional Binding Rules Against Business Abuses of People’s Rights”. 

In addition to these activities, the FF coordinated and networked meetings on several other themes in-
cluding migration, Laudato Sí, and solidarity, and attended meetings and presentations on agroecology 
and the right to food (sustainability and sovereignty).

Concrete Suggestions 
Laudato Sí must become our core foundational and organizational text. In view of this, the following 
proposals were suggested: 
�� Food sovereignty and sustainability: Realizing the plight of many people living in extreme poverty and 

the current social, political and economic order that does not care for them. 
�� Environmental ambit: Given the gravity of environmental justice, it was suggested that FI’s New York 

office to be pro-actively engage in environmental issues at the UN. 

General Conclusion 
It was agreed among all attendees, that participation in this event was an opportunity to learn a lot, to 
deepen the connections among the Franciscan Family, and to become more conscious of how we must 
answer “the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor” in a organized, effective, and concrete way. This is 
possible only if we enter in a dialogue with those other organizations, not necessarily faith-based, which 
are working with same goals and objectives. In this exchange we can learn from their experiences, but we 
can also become witnesses for our values and our spirituality among people by working side by side with 
them, according to the principle of minority. This is the core of our ministry and confirms that JPIC 
has to become deeply rooted in our Franciscan DNA and to be our transverse value, and must become 
a priority and a model for the new evangelization that allows us to advocate for the powerless with our 
lives.—Contributor: Fr. Benedict Ayodi, OFM. Cap, Congregational Promoter of JPIC and Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM

Other JPIC Promoters who participated in the Montreal WSF are encouraged to write an article for the October Newsbrief. 
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PEACE AGREEMENT BETWEEN COLOMBIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND FARC-EP

The president of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos and 
Rodrigo Londoño Echeverri, alias ‘Timoshenko’, 
leader of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colom-
bia (FARC-EP) signed the Final Peace Agreement on 
Monday 26 September in the city of Cartagena. The 
signing of this agreement puts an end to armed conflict 
of 52 years, which is the oldest internal conflict in the 
Western Hemisphere and for more than 50 years there 
is no Colombian whose life has not been affected. 
The numbers say it all: more than 260,000 dead, tens 
of thousands missing, nearly eight million displaced, 
rapes, kidnappings and countless personal tragedies.
Havana Agreements with the FARC-EP are essential el-
ement, but not enough, to achieving a stable and lasting 
peace in Colombia. Many believe that a lasting peace in 
Colombia can only be achieved when you have resolved 
the root causes of conflict that every Colombian citizen 
has very clear: lack of jobs and opportunities; inequality, 
concentration of wealth; social injustice; lack of toler-
ance, indifference; corruption. Perhaps the expected 
agreement with the FARC-EP opens an opportunity to 
begin to resolve them once and for all.
The FARC-EP have ratified internally the results of 
negotiations during the 10th National Conference of 
the Guerrilla Group and the Colombian People which 
is about to manifested on October 2 in the plebiscite 
which has been called, and it is pertinent to note that 
the Colombians will not be voting for or against peace, 
but in favor or against the content of the agreement.
This historic signing was completed after nearly four 
years of negotiations in Cuba of the Castro brothers, 
who in the 60s and 70s were supportive of the guerril-
las of Marxist-Leninist inspiration, like the FARC-EP, 
and played an essential role in these dialogues.
Points of the agreement:
1. Towards a new Colombian field: proposed compre-

hensive rural reform.
2. Political participation: democratic opening for 

peace building.
3. End of conflict.
4. Solution to the problem of illegal drugs.

5. Agreement on the victims of conflict and transi-
tional justice system.

6. Implementation, verification and counter-signature.

P. Juan Carrasquilla, O.SDS, September 30, 2016

Update, October 3,2016. Unfortunately, the peace 
agreement was rejected by the people of Colombia in a 
referendum on October 2, and peace negotiations con-
tinue in Cuba.

PROMOTERS WORKING GROUPS SHARE 
CONGREGATIONS TO THE WORLD

From the past year’s intensive integration of  all of  our 
experiences with Laudato Si, this year, we intend to 
focus on the theme, “Integral Development: Nonvio-
lence, Migration and Laudato Si”. We are strengthening 
last year’s foundation through further assessments with 
our congregations. We know of  many initiatives regard-
ing applications from Laudato Si, but the data needs to 
be gathered more systematically. From the study and 
analysis, actions and advocacy can be suggested. Best 
practices will be shared with the congregations.

EVENTS IN ROME

Briefing with US Ambassador on Africa-Related 
Issues. On the afternoon of September 25, 2016, the 
International Day of Prayer for Peace, JPIC Promoters 
joined other men and women religious in Rome at the 
home of the United States Ambassador to the Vati-
can for a briefing on the efforts of Alexander Laskaris, 
Deputy Commander of AFRICOM for Civil-Military 
engagement, and his colleagues in Africa. He spoke of 
differentiating between military groups, which the peo-
ple of a country run to in times of trouble and efforts to 
strengthen them, and those which people are running 
from in times of trouble and working with them to try 
to change their situation of violence.
He shared the policy of the US not to give the weap-
ons to local military groups, but to teach them to build 
relationships. Quoting Nelson Mandela, he noted that 

L-R: Ken Hackett, US Ambassador to the Holy See, Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, 
Alexander Laskaris, Deputy Commander of AFRICOM for Civil-Military Engage-
ment, Sr. Maamalifar Poreku, MSOLA.
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people want to follow leaders and it is important that 
they be good leaders. In partnership with USAID, they 
seek to find peaceful solutions to the problems which 
people face, knowing that violence does not work.  
This is not an easy task, and he candidly said that di-
plomacy in most circumstances is not about choices 
between good and evil, but rather choosing between 
appalling options. His mandate is to pick the least 
damaging alternative and prevent the loss of life.
In response to our questions, he shared examples of 
some of the difficulties which are often faced. He be-
lieves that often they are speaking one language, but 
the African government leaders with whom they are 
speaking hear another language. They say: “Please se-
cure the airport so humanitarian aid can get into your 
country.”  The government officials hear: “Please secure 
the airport so we can take over your country.”
The Ambassador spoke of the importance of mobi-
lizing civil societies, trade unions and associations to 
bring about change, not only in governments, but in 
patterns of corruption. He shared that, while there 
is a 67 nation coalition against ISIS, it is much more 
difficult to form a group against a sovereign nation and 
foreign policy in the United States is driven by constit-
uencies and directed towards humanitarian aid. Com-
bat veterans are tired of violence and there is a push to 
find other avenues of aid.
It was both a sobering and an uplifting afternoon. 
Sobering because the issues are enormous and thou-
sands of people are dying, and it is uplifting to know 
that, while they may not make the daily news cycles 
and sound bites, many efforts are being made to bring 
peace and humanitarian support to so many trouble 
areas.—Contributor: Sr. Patricia McMahon, OSF, Councilor with 
JPIC Focus

Joint Consultation on the Impact of Laudato Si. 
The Pontifical Council of  Justice and Peace and the 
Pontifical Academy of  the Sciences hosted a meet-
ing on “Laudato Si and the Path to COP 22, Mar-
rakesh-November 2016”. Experts from around the 
world gathered on September 28 at the Casina Pio IV 
in Vatican City, to dialogue on the global impacts of  
Laudato Si—scientifically, environmentally, social-eco-
nomically and politically. 

About 45 persons with a rich variety of  expertise and 
viewpoints were invited from around the world. There 
was representation from the north and south with such 
countries as China, Myamar, Brazil, United States, It-
aly and France. Three high level panels discussed the 
topics of  1) The Scientific Community and the Envi-
ronment; 2) The call for an Integral Ecology  (moder-
ated by Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM); and 3) Drawing Near 
COP22. The day concluded with a surprise visit from 
Pope Francis who movingly thanked all of  the partici-
pants for their committed work on Laudato Si’.

Two papers were prepared for the meeting by the JPIC 
Secretariat: 1) report on JPIC activities and 2) sugges-
tions for COP 22. http://www.jpicroma.org/laudato-si

The program, statement and photos from the confer-
ence is found on http://www.pas.va/content/acca-
demia/en/events/2016/cop22/final_statement.html. 

Collaboration WG Events in December. The 
Collaboration Working Group (CWG) is hosting two 
events in the month of December with Emma Martinez 
Ocaña, a biblical theologian and an author on spirit-
uality, gender issues. A public conference, Dreaming 
a New Future for Women and Men in the Church, will 
take place at the UISG offices on December 2 from 
16:00–18:00. A whole-day workshop will take place at 
the Compañia di Santa Teresa di Gesú Generalate. Si-
multaneous translation from Spanish to English will be 
provided during both events. Those interested should 
send their full names, e-mail address and number of 
participants to collab.wg@gmail.com; mobile +39 
3280722672. Please indicate if you intend to partici-
pate in both or one of the events and which language 
you need translation. For information about Emma 
Martinez, please visit her blog at http:/emmamartinezo-
cana11.blogspot.it. 

PRAYER REQUESTS

In gratitude for their compassionate lives of service we 
remember in our prayers:
�� Sr. Margaret Held, School Sisters of St. Francis, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Sr. Paula Merrill, Sister 
of Charity of Nazareth, Kentucky. We hold the reli-
gious communities and the people of Mississippi in 
our prayers as they grief the loss of these two Sisters 
known for their loving and compassionate care. On 
August 25, the Sisters were found dead in their US 
home as a result of stab wounds by an intruder in 
their home. They served as primary caregivers to 
most of the patients at a nearby medical clinic. 

Sr. Sheila Kinsey, FCJM thanks Pope Francis for Laudato Si, which she said women 
and men religious would continue to promote. Photo courtesy of the Pontifical Acad-
emy of Sciences.
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OCTOBER INTENTIONS OF   
POPE FRANCIS

�� Universal: Journalists 
That journalists, in carrying out their work, 
may always be motivated by respect for truth 
and a strong sense of ethics.

�� Evangelization: World Mission Day 
That World Mission Day may renew within 
all Christian communities the joy of the Gos-
pel and the responsibility to announce it. 

INTERNATIONAL DAYS

�� 2 October: International Day of Non-Vio-
lence  (A/RES/61/271)

�� 11 October: International Day of the Girl 
Child  (A/RES/66/170)

�� 15 October: International Day of Rural 
Women  (A/RES/62/136)

�� 16 October: World Food Day  [FAO]  (A/
RES/35/70)

�� 17 October: International Day for the Eradi-
cation of Poverty  (A/RES/47/196)

�� 24 October: United Nations Day  (A/
RES/168 (II); A/RES/2782 (XXVI))

MEETINGS OF JPIC PROMOTERS

�� October 5: Spanish Promoters Meeting,  
9 am–12 pm at UISG

�� October 11: Anti-trafficking WG,  
3 pm–5 pm at the Fratelli

�� October 17: Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) WG, 2:30 pm–5 pm at the 
Fratelli. Meeting is conducted in English and-
French

�� October 19: English Promoters Meeting,  
9 am–12 pm at UISG

�� October 20: Refugees and Migrants WG,  
3 pm–5 pm at the Fratelli 

�� October 25: ICR at FAO WG, 3 pm–5 pm at 
ICR Office, Passionists

�� November 9–12: JPIC Formation Workshop. 
http://www.jpicroma.org/workshop-registra-
tion
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�� Sr. Isabel Sola Matas of the Congregation of the 
Religious of Jesus and Mary, who was killed and 
robbed in Haiti on September 2. Our hearts go out 
to the Sisters in her congregation, family and all of 
those in Haiti whose lives have been touched by 
her loving service, especially the poor.

�� Fr. Kennedy Katongo, OMI, and the entire OMI 
Congregation. Fr. Kennedy passed away on the 
morning of September 14 from a severe heart attack. 
He was a very active JPIC Promoter and we will miss 
his kindness and his thoughtful presentations, reflec-
tive of his deep spirituality. His leadership was felt as 
chair of the Africa Working Group. Fr. Kennedy had 
just completed the JPIC strategic plan for the OMI 
Congregation, a legacy they now cherish. A recurrent 
theme in the homily “Gone so young, yet so accom-
plished”, speaks to his life mourned and celebrated. 
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