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De La Salle Brothers Australia New Zealand Pakistan and 
Papua New Guinea (ANZPPNG) Provision of Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Cases Policy  

Introduction 

The De La Salle Institute is committed to the protection and safety of children 
and vulnerable adults.  This commitment extends to co-operating fully with any 

investigation into abuse no matter how long ago it is alleged to have happened. 

This policy establishes conditions under which financial support may be provided. 

Position 

The custom and practice of the International Institute is governed by the 
universal law of the Church which safeguards the rights of the individual 

religious to be supplied with everything that is necessary to fulfil the purpose of 
the vocation (Canon 670).  English Common Law is based on the right to a fair 

trial.  A fair trial requires the protection of the law mediated by persons legally 
qualified.  The Trustees retain the right to approve the appointment of the 
designated defence counsel.  

Financial assistance to retain a person legally qualified may be provided if 

requested by a De La Salle Brother or a former De La Salle Brother.  Financial 
assistance will not be provided if an alleged offence occurred after the person 
ceased to be a De La Salle Brother.  A financial ceiling may be placed on the 

assistance provided to a Brother or former Brother.  This ceiling is subject to 
progressive review through stages in the prosecution process. 

The Trustees reserve the right to retain alternative Senior Counsel to review a 
brief of the defence and the pleadings foreshadowed therein. 

As a general rule the Institute will not provide financial assistance for any 

appeals proceedings except in circumstances in which an independent legal 
authority has advised that there is a clear issue as a matter of law. 

This Policy is reviewed on an annual basis. 


