
A PRAYER 
AT THE TIME OF  
AN R.E. INSPECTION 

 
 
God our Father, 
we have many thoughts and feelings 
as the time of R.E. Inspection approaches. 
We pray that all that is good about our school 
may be appreciated, 
and that all of us may be seen 
as we give of our best. 
 
We ask that the quality of relationships 
and the respect that is given to individuals 
may be evident, 
as well as our school’s general aim 
of promoting goodness.                                        Cardinal Hume; cf Phil 4:8-9 

 
Whilst we explore in our lessons together 
much about life, 
we pray always that our young people 
avail of opportunities to encounter Jesus, 
so that the life of each can develop 
as a tale of friendship with the Lord.                                   Pope John Paul II 
 
As with John the Baptist 
(who, in many paintings, 
is shown to be pointing towards Jesus) 
we, too, in our humble ways, 
are called to ‘point to Jesus’: 
to point to the one 
who is our Way, our Truth and our Life.                                          Jn 14:6 
 
In the Gospel 
some people approached the apostle Philip 
and said: “We would like to see Jesus”.                                         Jn 12:21 
It is humbling and touching 
when some of our students 
- be it through hints or many other ways, 
and maybe in uncertainty as to quite what they are seeking - 
face us with that same request: 
”We would like to see Jesus”. 
We ask, Father, 
that you inspire us with your Spirit 
as we invite and accompany and say: “Come and see”.                 Jn 1:46 
  
And so it is a great blessing  
when some of our young people 
do indeed encounter Jesus for themselves. 
Then it is very touching 
as we share even more personally, 
repeating to them the words of John the Baptist: 
“This Jesus  
is the one I have been speaking about!”                                          Jn 1:30 
And we are pleased to do our part 
in “guiding them  
along the path of salvation.”                      St John Baptist De La Salle, Med 208 
 
We thank you, too, Father, 



for the blessings that often come years later 
when people convey to us 
the same ideas that are expressed 
in the words that the villagers spoke 
to the Samaritan woman  
whom Jesus had met at the well: 
“Now we no longer believe 
just because of what you told us: 
we have met Jesus ourselves, 
and now we know deep within 
that he really is 
the Saviour of our world.”                                                            Jn 4:39-42 
 
There are many ways, Father,  
of “touching hearts”                                                          St JBDLS: Med 180 
and teaching greatness,  
affirming the young people  
who are entrusted to us.  
We seek to do as you do, Father, 
calling them by name,                                                                      Is 43:1 
declaring them precious and well-loved.                            Is 43:4; cf Mt 3:17 
And we are like them, too, 
in being your work of art,                                                               Eph 2:10 
made magnificently,                                                                  Ps 8; Ps 139      
called “friends” by Jesus,      
and invited to be ‘fully alive’ in him.                                            cf Jn 10:10 
 
For ourselves we know that much is conveyed 
by a smiling face and a cheerful heart,                                  Sir 35:8; 50:23 
and we ask for the fullness of your Spirit 
so that each of us may truly be  
a credible witness,                                                                    Pope Paul VI 
a convincing herald of salvation                                         Pope John Paul II 
and a joyful ambassador of Christ,                                  St JBDLS: Med 195 

radiant in the ordinariness of daily life 
because others can see reflected in our faces                            2 Cor 3:18 

that of the Risen Saviour, Christ your Son.                            cf The Exsultet 
 
It is a joy at this time 
and it is a joy when our students grow older 
to see many who are determined 
to act justly,                                                                                      Mic 6:8 
love tenderly 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
 
We rejoice that all of us in our school community 
are gifts to each other,                                                  Jn 17:6,9,11,12,22,24 
and we proclaim  
that here you live among your people                                           Rev 21:3 
and make your home in us.                                                            Jn 14:23 
We give thanks to you for so much. Amen. 
 

Brother Nicholas Hutchinson, FSC 
(April 2007) 

 

Nicholas@prayingeachday.org  
  

mailto:Nicholas@prayingeachday.org

