
On this feast of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, I recall the
decision by the capitulants to the 45th General Chapter to 
designate 2019 as the Year of Lasallian Vocations. 

ThatThat decision was the culmination of a journey begun four decades 
ago when 11 women and men consecrated themselves as Signum 
Fidei members before the relics of the Founder and in the presence 
of the Superior General. 

A new way of living the Lasallian vocation was born. In the decades 
since then, we have witnessed the appearance of a variety of 
vocationalvocational expressions: Lasallian Partners and Associates, Lasalli-
an Volunteers, lay women, men and Brothers sharing community 
life, and young men continuing to respond to the Spirit’s invitation to 
live as Brothers of the Christian Schools. 

When Jesus’s disciples were unable to imagine how to provide for 
the five thousand, Jesus said, “Give them some food yourselves.” 
They replied, “Five loaves and two fish are all that we have, unless 
we ourselves go and buy food for all these people.” Seeing what 
they could not see, Jesus blessed five loaves and two fish, and gave 
them to his disciples to set before the crowd. 

TheyThey all ate and were satisfied (Lk 9. 10-17). Jesus challenged the 
disciples to move beyond a preoccupation with what they were 
lacking to the awareness of what they had. 

We are called to read the signs of our times with the eyes that Jesus 
urges the disciples to use and to see abundance rather than 
scarcity. Rather than focus on signs of diminishment, let us rejoice 
in the signs of re-birth.  

Let us allow our imagination to envision a vibrant future!Let us allow our imagination to envision a vibrant future!

Signs of new life include the multiple expressions of Lasallian 
vocations that have given birth to new ministries on behalf of poor, 
vulnerable and abandoned children, young people, and adults. 

I have seen these new ministries and the Institute’s vitality this year 
during my pastoral visits to Africa and Madagascar and last year in 
the Asia and Pacific Region. 

New life is everywhere!New life is everywhere!
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New life is also unfolding in the pastoral ministry of Lasallian 
vocations. This past January, we set out on our collective journey 
toward the celebratory year of 2019. 

In the short time since then, exciting activities and projects have 
been initiated. In the Districts of ARLEP and Italy, for example, 
PartnersPartners and Brothers gathered in assemblies to imagine a new cul-
ture of vocations. The Delegation of India held a vocation camp for 
14 young men to consider becoming Brothers. 

The District of San Francisco New Orleans held webinar seminars 
on Faith, Young People Today and Vocations. Numerous Districts 
have opened their communities to young people to converse about 
vocations.

Lasallian women are gathered right now in México, and will soon meet in New Zealand, to reflect on their 
vocation in the Lasallian mission; and, in 2018 Pope Francis will preside at the Synod on Youth, Faith and 
Vocational Discernment.

As important as “come and see” activities are for vocation promotion, let us speak of “come and tell us” events 
and encounters. Invite those seeking their path in life to:

      Come and tell us where they find community, what gives the deepest meaning to their lives, 
            what causes and concerns move them to action, and where they meet God in their lives?1

In this time of new life, let us not bind ourselves to a language and mentality that limits our horizons. Let us put 
aside old and tired conversations and rejoice in what is springing up. Let us listen to these seekers who are 
expressing new paths for living the Lasallian charism. 

AsAs we mark the 50th anniversary of the closing of the 39th General Chapter of renewal and the publication of 
The Brother of the Christian Schools in the World Today: A Declaration, we are reminded that with the whole 
Church, we are invited to return to our sources: the Gospel, our charism and our Lasallian foundational story.

      Whenever we make the effort to return to the sources and to recover the original freshness of the 
      Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with different forms of expression, 
      more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world. 2

OnOn this feast of Saint John Baptist de La Salle, let us look around and rejoice at such expressions and signs of 
life in our global Lasallian family: Signum Fidei, Formation for Partners, Lasallian Volunteers, Young Lasallians, 
and new Brothers’ vocations blossoming in previously arid areas.

InIn his final years, de La Salle remained imaginative, energized, life-giving, and generative. He did not dwell on 
loss; but rather, he focused on life. And so his earthly journey launched a movement that is always being 
re-born. As the Brothers gathered around the bed of the Founder, who passed into eternal life on April 7, 1719, 
the spirit of fraternity strengthened by their commitment to the education of youth, converted the event into a 
moment that looked forward. The Brothers, supported and eventually working side by side with Lasallian 
Partners, looked toward developing the Institute, meeting the new needs of children and young people who were 
far from salvation.

What a joy it is to live our Lasallian vocation with one another and for all those entrusted to our care! What a joy it is to live our Lasallian vocation with one another and for all those entrusted to our care! 
May the abundance that we enjoy, give life to our Institute and Lasallian family!

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC
Brother Superior

1. Romey, Linda, “Don’t wait, take action for the future of religious life”, National Catholic Reporter, February 10-23, 2017.
2. Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel, p. 8.
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