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AACTA Young Stars 2025 Terms and Conditions
1. APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

1.1 An individual applicant must be between 13 and 18 years of age at the time of submission deadline (13 October 2025) and either:

(a) an Australian citizen; or

(b) an Australian resident, being a person who is lawfully domiciled in Australia, and who has actually been in Australia, continuously or intermittently, for more than one half of the year immediately preceding the application.

1.2 Applicants may submit only one entry.

1.3 Participation in AACTA Young Stars and any related activities, including travel costs outside of the Finalist prize, is at the entrants’ own risk and expense. A limited travel grant (allocated at the discretion of AACTA) is available for finalists experiencing financial hardship, and details of the application process will be made available to finalists that make a direct enquiry. 
1.4 Applicants under the age of 18 must have permission from a parent or legal guardian.

1.5 Application is free.
2. SUBMISSION ELIGIBILITY

2.1 Applicants may submit a single video submission to AACTA Young Stars by visiting the AACTA Young Stars webpage [aacta.org/young-stars] and completing the application form. Applicants who do not have a Casting Networks membership will be directed to the Casting Networks website where they will create a free Casting Networks account to facilitate the availability of their video submission on the Casting Networks platform for the purposes of judging by AACTA Young Stars judges.
2.2 Details of AACTA Young Stars applicants will remain on the Casting Networks portal for future consideration by other casting directors, until such time the account is deleted by the account holder.

2.3 Submissions for applicants under the age of 18 years must be undertaken by a parent or legal guardian.

2.4 Submissions for applicants that have an agent should be undertaken by their agent.

2.5 In the case where the applicant is under 18 years of age and has an agent, it is the responsibility of the agent to undertake the submission.
2.6 To be an eligible application, the Submission MUST:

(a) be a performance of one of the scripts made available to the applicant;
(b) be accompanied by a short (up to 3 minute) video describing themselves and their ambitions;
(c) be completed by 5pm AEDT Monday October 13th 2025.
2.7 Correct information is the responsibility of the applicant.  Applicants warrant that all of the information provided on the AACTA Young Stars application form is true and correct.

3. SHORTLISTING AND FINAL
3.1 Submissions will be reviewed and shortlisted by a panel of judges made up of representatives from the Casting Guild of Australia.
3.2 Up to 50 finalists will be selected by a panel of judges made up of representatives from the Casting Guild of Australia and will be invited to attend a Final event at Home of the Arts, Gold Coast, on Thursday the 5th February.
3.3 All finalists must be able to attend in person to be considered and must be accompanied by a parent or guardian or be available for an online general casting with the judges.
3.4 Two individual live screen test sessions will be undertaken featuring up to 25 finalists in each group, and in front of a panel made up of representatives from the Casting Guild of Australia plus other representatives as selected by Casting Guild of Australia, Casting Networks and AACTA. A top 10 from across both groups will be confirmed and announced, with the winner being drawn from the Top 10 at a later date.
3.5 The winning finalist ("Winner") will be notified after the AACTA Young Stars Final, and at a date to be advised. 
4. PRIZES

4.1 The Winner will receive:

(a) AUD $10,000 Flight Centre travel voucher.
(b) AUD $2,500 cash.
(c) 1 week Acting workshop at AAFTA in Los Angeles, to be booked in an available window, valued at AUD $4,000.
(d) Opportunity to meet with one Casting Director in the USA.

(e) Opportunity to meet with various Casting Directors in Australia.

(f) Unlimited studio time at Casting Networks “The Studio” in Sydney.
(g) Introduction to Australian agents if unrepresented.

(h) 2 x tickets to attend the 2026 AACTA Awards.

4.2 All Top 10 Grand Finalists will be introduced to Australian agents if unrepresented.

4.3 All entrants will receive an annual AACTA Youth membership, to commence from January 1, 2026.
4.4 All prizes are non-transferable and cannot be redeemed for cash
5. GENERAL

5.1 Applicants consent to the publication of their name if they are a Grand Finalist.
5.2 Any Submission that does not comply with these terms is invalid.

5.3 All travel requirements including visas and other requirements for entry into the USA are the responsibility of the winner.

5.4 Beneficiaries of any prize accept the prize ‘as is’ and acknowledge that AACTA does not accept any responsibility for any tax implications that may arise from their receipt of any prize. Beneficiaries should seek independent financial advice.
5.5 AACTA reserves the right to verify the validity of any Submission and any entrant and may disqualify any entrant whom AACTA has reason to believe has breached any of these terms.
5.6 Failure by AACTA to enforce any of its rights at any stage does not constitute a waiver of those rights.

5.7 Nothing in these terms’ limits, excludes or modifies or purports to limit, exclude or modify the statutory consumer guarantees as provided under the Competition and Consumer Act or similar consumer protection laws in the states and territories of Australia ("Non-Excludable Guarantees").

5.8 Except for any liability that cannot by law be excluded, including the Non-Excludable Guarantees, AACTA and its their related entities are not responsible for and exclude all liability (including negligence), for any personal injury; or any loss or damage (including loss of opportunity); whether direct, indirect, special or consequential, arising in any way out of: (a) any technical difficulties (whether or not under AACTA's control); (b) any theft, unauthorised access or third party interference; (c) any entry or prize claim that is late, lost, altered, damaged or misdirected (whether or not after their receipt by AACTA) due to any reason beyond the reasonable control of AACTA; (d) any variation in prize value to that stated in these terms; (e) any tax liability incurred by a beneficiary of a prize; (f) use/taking of the prize (g) the AACTA Young Stars Final event.

5.9 In these terms:

(a) "AACTA" means the Australian Film Institute (ABN 17 006 725 266)
(b) “Casting Networks” means Casting Networks Australia Pty Ltd (ABN 76 165 011 665)
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